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PROJECT SUMMARY
Community

The property is located 27 miles southeast of Ajo, Arizona on Tohono O’odham Nation 
tribal land. The Tohono O’Odham Nation is a federally recognized tribe, 
occupying roughly 3 million acres in southern Arizona, sharing 75 miles along the 
U.S.-Mexico international border. EPA works with tribes and local governments to
encourage revitalization in economically challenged areas.

Property Information

The one-acre property contains a single-story stone building. Th e bu ilding se rved as  a 
school and residence for the school’s teachers. Historically, the school was powered by a 
generator, and an aboveground storage tank and fuel dispenser were formerly located on 
the western portion of the site to fuel the school vehicles. The size, contents and dates of 
operation or removal of the aboveground storage tank and fuel dispenser are unknown. 

Technical Assistance

EPA provides technical assistance to research historic property uses, conduct environ-
mental sampling and identify cleanup options and costs. An EPA-funded environmen-
tal assessment was conducted to assess the property for asbestos, lead and petroleum 
hydrocarbons. Asbestos and lead-based paint were detected above levels of concern in 
the structure, as well as in soil samples. Additionally, large amounts of bat guano and 
rodent droppings were found covering the floor. EPA determined there were no concerns 
with the former aboveground storage tank. Recommendation: Brownfields cleanup 
alternatives identified for this property include removing the soil and building materials 
that have been identified as contaminated. 

Future Use

After cleanup, redevelopment is anticipated to include refurbishing the building for use 
as a museum or senior center with space for meetings and classes.

Property Information

Address 27 miles southeast of 
Ajo, AZ 

County Pima

Size 1.0 acre

Technical Assistance Recipient

Tohono O’odham Nation

 www.tonation-nsn.gov

Contacts

Mike Henry
Tohono O’odham Nation EPA 
(520) 383-8681
mike.henry@tonation-nsn.gov

Jose Garcia
U.S. EPA
(213) 244-1811
garcia.jose@epa.gov

EPA’s Targeted Brownfields        
Assessment Program is a technical 
service to conduct environmental 
assessments on brownf ield sites:       

www.epa.gov/brownfields




