
Office of Chief Counsel 

CERTIFIED MAIL NO: 7003 31 IO 0004 0492 6046 

June 29, 2017 

Scott Pruitt 

Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 

Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania /\venue, NW 
Washington. DC 20460 

RE: Clean Air Act Notice of [ntent to Sue for Failure to Establish 

Guidelines for Standards of Performance for Methane Emissions 

from Existing Oil and Gas Operations under Section lll(d) of the Clean Air Act 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. ("PADEP 
.
. ) respectfully

requests that the l::nvironmcntal Protection Agency ("·EPA 
.. ) remedy its failure under the Clean

Air Act ("CAA'"). 42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q, lo establish guidelines for limiting methane 

emissions rrom existing sources in the oil and gas sector. EP/\ has determined that emissions of 
this potent greenhouse gas endanger public health and welfare. and that sources in the oil and gas 
sector are the largest industrial emitters or methane in the United States. 

In June 2016, pursuant to its authority under section 111 (b) or the CAA. 42 U.S.C. 
§ 7411 (b ). EPA promulgated standards to reduce methane emissions from new, reconstructed,
and modified sources in the oil and natural gas sector. See Oil and Natural Gas Sector Emission
Standards for New, Reconstructed and Modified Sources, 81 Fed. Reg. 35.824 (June 3. 2016) 
( .. New Source Ruic'} EPA's regulation of methane from new sources under Section 11 l (b) of
the CAA, triggered its mandatory obligation under section 111 (d), 42 U.S.C. � 7411 (d), to issue 
guidelines for limiting methane emissions from existing sources in this category. See also 40 
C.F.R. § 60.22(a).

It has now been over one year since EPA promulgated the New Source Rule and yet EPA 
has failed to establish existing source guidelines. EPA's ongoing failure to address existing 
source methane emissions from the oil and gas sector. which accounts for a significant share of 
methane emissions from oil and gas operations (an estimated 90% by 2018). violates the CAA 
and is injurious to public health and the environment. Therefore, unless EPA promptly remedies 
this failure, PADEP intends lo file suit at the expiration of the required notice period. 
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