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Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP)
The nation’s largest municipal electric utility, began delivering electricity in 
Los Angeles (LA) in 1916

Service Area
•748 square kilometer area of LA
•Much of Eastern Sierra’s Owens Valley

Population Served
•4 million residents in the City of LA
•1.4 million residential and business 
customers

LADWP is a Vertically Integrated Utility

Power System:

• Supplies more than 23 million 
MWh of electricity each year

• LADWP has over 7,640 MW of 
generation capacity from a 
diverse mix of energy sources

• Over the next 15 years, LADWP 
will replace more than 70% of its 
existing power supply



LADWP Efforts Relating to
Urban Heat Island
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Image credit CRRC

Cool Roofs Rebate & Ordinance to 
Accelerate Adoption
 Aggressive residential cool roof rebate 

introduced in October 2010; later 
expanded to support code requirement

 Mandatory code requirement fully in effect 
January 2015; also addressed non-roof 
areas of new construction projects

Trees
 Tree planting programs 2002-present

Cool Pavements
 Cool pavement facilitation



City of L.A. Cool Roof Ordinance
Mandatory and Supported by LADWP Rebates
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Avoiding Prescriptive Exceptions



City of L.A. Cool Roof Fact Sheet
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Cool Roof Collaboration
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 City Departments – LADWP, Los Angeles Department of Building 
and Safety, Board of Public Works  (City Plants), Bureau of Street 
Services

 Non-Profit – Climate Resolve, Cool Roof Rating Council, outreach 
grantees

 Academic – Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, University of 
Southern California, University of California Los Angeles, and more

 Business - Roofing industry, Los Angeles Better Buildings 
Challenge, Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator

 Local Govts./Utilities – L.A. County, Pasadena, Southern California 
Edison, others



Cool Roof Results
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LADWP provides free trees to customers through 
its partnership with and funding of City Plants.

City Plants is a tree planting organization 
administered by the City’s Board of Public Works.
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Growing 
Benefits
Trees are 
infrastructure that 
increase in value 
over time –
saving customers 
money and 
energy by 
providing shade 
while improving 
the community. 
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Using data, we can 
determine where to 
plant trees and target 
our communities 
lacking adequate
canopy cover.
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Accomplishments
City Plants distributed/ 
planted 80,000 trees 
saving nearly 21 GWh 
of energy in about 3 ½ 
years



Barriers, Challenges, and 
Lessons Learned
• Barriers/Challenges

– Cool Roofs: 
• Lacking precedents
• Understanding & reaching marketplace

– Trees: matching locations with needs, drought

• Lessons Learned
– Cool Roofs: phasing, incentives, collaboration
– Trees: orienting around energy savings ensures 

funding
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Contact
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 Craig Tranby, , 
213.367.2795

 www.ladwp.com/rebatesandprograms

 www.cityplants.org

craig.tranby@ladwp.com

mailto:craig.tranby@ladwp.com
http://www.ladwp.com/rebatesandprograms
http://www.cityplants.org/


Question and Answer 
Session



Clean Energy Finance: 
Green Banking Strategies for Local 

Governments
Hosted by: U.S. EPA State and Local Energy and Environment Program

October 1, 2018
Register Now!

https://epawebconferencing.acms.com/greenbank/event/registration.html


Connect with the Heat Island Program

Victoria Ludwig
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

202-343-9291

Webcast Feedback Form

Heat Island Program Website 

EPA Heat Island Newsletter Sign-Up

mailto:ludwig.victoria@epa.gov
https://surveys.abtassociates.com/s3/U-S-EPA-Urban-Heat-Island-Reduction-Program-Webcast-Feedback
https://www.epa.gov/heat-islands
https://www.epa.gov/heat-islands/forms/heat-island-newsletter-signup
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