
 

 
 

August 28, 2018 
 
Director Rick Keigwin 
Office of Pesticide Programs 
Environmental Protection Agency 
2777 South Crystal Drive 
Arlington, VA 22202 
 
Information Quality Guidelines Staff (Mail Code 28 11 R) 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
quality@epa.gov  
 
Re:  Demand for Correction under Information Quality Act: “EPA’s Seven Year Quest 

for Columbia’s Raw Data” 
 
Director Keigwin, Information Quality Officer, 
 
The Center for Biological Diversity (the “Center”) hereby submits this Request for Correction 
under the Information Quality Act (IQA) of 2000,1 the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Utility, and Integrity of 
Information disseminated by Federal Agencies, and the Environmental Protection Agency's 
(EPA) Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity. Utility, and Integrity of 
Information Disseminated by the Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
On or around August 27, 2018, the Environmental Protection Agency Office of Pesticide 
Programs posted a new page to its website entitled “EPA’s Seven Year Quest for Columbia’s 
Raw Data.”2  This website fails to comply with the IQA’s basic requirements that all federal 
agencies provide public information that is objective, of adequate quality, utility, and high 
integrity.   
 
EPA claims on this webpage that it has engaged in a quest — defined as “an act or instance of 
seeking: pursuit, search, chivalrous enterprise in medieval romance usually involving an 
adventurous journey of information”3 — to obtain raw data regarding a study completed by 
Columbia University “since 2010.”   
 
EPA has not provided any information to the public supporting this claim of a “quest” since 
2010, but rather has posted just three letters all sent in a two year period of time where EPA and 
Columbia University have worked on addressing valid, legal concerns regarding what 
information can be reviewed by EPA and/or released to the public. 
                                                 
1 Section 515 of the FY 2001 Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act, Pub. L. No. 106-554. 
2 https://www.epa.gov/ingredients-used-pesticide-products/chlorpyrifos-epas-seven-year-quest-columbias-raw-data  
3 https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/quest?utm_campaign=sd&utm_medium=serp&utm_source=jsonld  



 
Indeed a search of the regulatory docket for Chlorpyrifos does not result in ANY documents 
posted to the docket in the calendar year 2010 in the “Supporting documents” category,4 nor does 
a search of the docket for “Columbia” and “letter” reveal any information that demonstrates that 
EPA has been engaging in a “Quest” for information.5 
 
EPA has posted to its website a highly ideological, biased and unsubstantiated piece of 
propaganda in order to benefit Dow Chemical, Croplife America and the other special interests it 
now fully obeys.  This propaganda is a clear violation of the Information Quality Act, is virtually 
unprecedented in its unprofessional tone, and is beneath the dignity of the Agency. 
 
The Center requests that this webpage be removed immediately and hopes that it will be referred 
to the Inspector General for further review. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Brett Hartl 
Government Affairs Director 
Center for Biological Diversity 
 

                                                 
4 See Attachments. 
5 See Attachments. 
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