
WYOMING 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

between 

the State of Wyoming and the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

regarding 

Self-Audits Conducted Pursuant to State Law 

I. PREAMBLE 

This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is entered into by the State of Wyoming and the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) - Region VIII (collectively, the parties), 
to establish procedures and policies for administration of the Wyoming Audit Privilege and 

Immunity Law (self-audit law). The parties agree to encourage greater compliance with laws 

and rules protecting public health and the environment by promoting a greater degree of self­
policing in the regulated community. This Agreement is a companion document to be read in 

conjunction with the Wyoming Attorney General's letter opinion of July 10, 1997, for 
implementation of the self-audit law. 

II. BACKGROUND: WYOMING STATE AUDIT PROGRAM 

Wyoming's audit law provides incentives to regulated entities to self-disclose noncompliance with 
environmental requirements found through environmental audits. Wyo. Stat. Ann.§§ 35-11-1105 
and 35-11-1106 (2017). The EPA' s Audit Policy also provides incentives for self-disclosure of 
noncompliance. 65 Fed. Reg. 19,618 (Apr. 11, 2000). Generally, neither policy applies if the self­
disclosure occurs after a facility is already under investigation for violations of the applicable 
environmental law. 

According to the Wyoming Attorney General's letter opinion of July 10, 1997, regarding 
Wyoming's audit law, WDEQ retains the authority to obtain penalties and injunctive relief for 
violations of federally delegated programs. Specifically, that opinion states that "WDEQ retains all 
the authority it had prior to the passage of the audit privilege and immunity law to recover civil 
penalties for violations that result in significant economic benefit or that result in serious harm or 
present an imminent and substantial endangerment to public health or the environment under 
federally-delegated programs." 

Wyoming's self-audit law meets minimum requirements for Federal delegation. 

III. APPLICABILITY 

Except for the Wyoming Attorney General's letter opinion of July 10, 1997, this document 
supersedes any prior agreements between EPA and Wyoming regarding implementation of the 
Wyoming self-audit law, and supersedes EPA penalty policies that would otherwise apply to civil 






