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Nongovernmental Organization (NGO) creating policy and market 
solutions to advance sustainable energy since 1997.

• Green-e® certification for suppliers and users of renewable 
energy and carbon offsets in the voluntary market

• Renewable energy and climate policy
• Expert assistance
• Renewable Energy Markets annual conference

About Center for Resource Solutions
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Green Power Product Options
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RECs are required for all options.
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Green Power Product Options
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Selecting Options
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Goal setting
Organizational considerations
Gathering data
Aligning options and goals
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Selecting Options
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Screening suppliers
• Reputation
• Certification
• Financial strength
• Location
• Product choice
• CSR
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Selecting Options
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Screening products
• Price
• Risk
• Percent RE
• Impact
• Percent “new”
• Resource type
• Contract length
• Certification
• Location of generation
• Specific facility
• Complexity
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Selecting Options
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Procurement planning
• Collecting information
• Estimating cost
• Procurement plan

• Scope
• Benefits
• Financial considerations
• Managing cost
• Procurement methods
• Contract considerations
• Special considerations
• Evaluation
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Capturing Benefits
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Environmental benefits
• GHG emissions

• Scope 2 accounting
• Avoided emissions

• Green buildings certification
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Capturing Benefits
Scope 2 Accounting
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Capturing Benefits
Avoided emissions accounting



13Copyright © 2019 Center for Resource Solutions. All rights reserved.

Communicating Benefits
Internal
External

• Legitimate vs. deceptive claims
• Best practices

• Retain and retire RECs
• Not counted towards a mandate
• Buy certified
• Match scope and vintage of purchase
• Indirect emissions (Scope 2) claims only
• Avoid claims about capped emissions
• Use RECs and offsets correctly
• Avoid “additionality,” but talk about impact (see Describing 

Purchaser Impact in U.S. Voluntary Renewable Energy Markets) 
• Purchaser programs (e.g. Green-e)

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-06/documents/gpp_describing_purchaser_impact.pdf


Guide to Purchasing Green Power
https://www.epa.gov/greenpower/guide-purchasing-green-power

 James Critchfield, EPA,
 Critchfield.James@epa.gov

 Todd Jones, Center for Resource Solutions,
 todd.jones@resource-solutions.org

Questions?

https://www.epa.gov/greenpower/guide-purchasing-green-power
mailto:Critchfield.James@epa.gov
mailto:todd.jones@resource-solutions.org
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