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State Certification Plan Outline 
 

This document serves as a model outline for the order and contents of state certification plans.  It is intended for 
use by the State Lead Agency certifying authorities to assist with development of modified State Certification 
Plans for the Certification of Pesticide Applicators due to EPA by March 4, 2020.  
 
 
SECTION 1. CERTIFICATION PLAN ADMINISTRATION. [§171.303(b)(6)( i) ,  ( i i i ) ,  and ( iv)]  The 
State’s  plan must provide the fol lowing information about the administrat ion of  their  
cert i f icat ion plan and program(s) within the state:  
 

(a)  STATE LEAD AGENCY DESIGNATION (GOVERNOR LETTER) AND POINT OF CONTACT.  
[§171.303(b)(6)(i )]  The state plan must include a written statement from the 
Governor designating the lead agency as  responsible for  administer ing the state plan.  
This  should be included with the plan as Attachment 1.  The plan must identify  the 
State Lead Agency (SLA) that wi l l  have primary responsibi l i ty  for  submiss ion and 
implementation of  the state cert i f icat ion plan and for coordination with al l  other 
agencies  or  organizations that are involved in administer ing portions of  the C&T Plan 
in the state.   Provide the name, job t i t le,  emai l  address,  mail ing address  and phone 
number for the pr imary contact for  the SLA for  the cert i f icat ion plan.  [NOTE: States 
may submit a copy of  the previous Governor letter  that was submitted with their  
current EPA-approved plan i f  the original  designation hasn’t  changed.]  
 
SLA name: 
SLA primary contact name: 
SLA primary contact t it le:  
Email  address for  SLA primary contact:  
Phone number for  SLA primary contact:  
Mail ing address for  SLA primary contact:  

 
(b)  OTHER AGENCIES AND CONTACTS.  [§171.303(b)(6)( i )]  The state plan must identify  
a l l  other cooperating agencies  responsible for  appl icator cert if icat ion and the 
functions performed by each including compliance monitoring and enforcement 
responsibi l i t ies.  A Cooperating Agency is  def ined as  an agency that act ively  performs 
duties  related to pestic ide appl icator cert i f icat ion and/or training.  For each 
cooperating agency the SLA must:  1)  provide the names of  the cooperating agency 
involved in cert i f ication-related act iv it ies;  2)  the role of  the cooperating agency 
(e.g. ,  Public  Health pest control  cert i f ication,  appl icator training,  compliance and 
enforcement for  public  health pest  control,  etc.) ;  3)  the pr imary contact for  the 
cooperating agency including the name, job t i t le,  emai l  address,  mai l ing address  and 
phone number for  the pr imary contact;  and 4)  a  thorough explanation of  how the 
lead agency wi l l  coordinate with the other cooperating agencies  to ensure 
consistency and that the plan is  carr ied out so certi f icat ion programs meet the 
required standards.   
 
Cooperating agency name: 
Cooperating agency role:  
Name of  primary contact:  
T it le of  primary contact:  
Email  address for  primary contact:  
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Phone number for  primary contact:  
Mail ing address for  primary contact:  
Explanation of  agency coordination process:  

 
(c)  QUALIFIED PERSONNEL.  [§171.303(b)(6)( i i i ) ]  The state plan must provide a  l ist  of  
qual i f ied personnel  (posit ions or  job t i t les,  NOT names of  staff) ,  including number of  
staff ,  job t it les  and job functions of  the SLA staff  involved in the appl icator 
cert i f icat ion program, and the staff  of  a l l  cooperating agencies  or  organizations 
involved in the appl icator cert i f icat ion program. 
 
SLA personnel:  [Add rows if  needed] 

 
POSITION TITLE FUNCTION NUMBER OF FTE 

   

   

   

   

 
Cooperating agency personnel:  [Add rows if  needed] 
 
 

POSITION TITLE FUNCTION NUMBER OF FTE 

   

   

   

   

 
 

(d)  SUFFICIENT RESOURCES.  [§171.303(b)(6)( iv)]  The state plan must include a 
statement aff irming the commitment of  the lead agency and cooperating 
agencies/organizations to ensure they’ l l  have suff ic ient resources to carry out the 
program as outl ined in their  plan.   
 
State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 

 
 
 
SECTION 2. LEGAL AUTHORITIES.  [§171.303(b)(6)(i i )  and §171.303(b)(7)( i )- (vi i )]  The state 
plan must include al l  of  the fol lowing:  
 

(a)  WRITTEN OPINION. [§171.303(b)(6)( i i ) ]  The state plan must include a written 
opinion from the state attorney general  or  from the legal  counsel  of  the SLA that 
states that the lead agency and other cooperating agencies  have the legal  authority  
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necessary to carry out the state cert i f icat ion plan.  This  should be included with the 
plan as Attachment 2-A. 
 

 
(b)  LAWS AND REGULATIONS. [§171.303(b)(7)]  The state plan must include a  
complete copy of  al l  state laws and regulat ions relevant to the cert i f icat ion plan.  
These should be included with the plan as Attachment 2-B. 
 

 
(c)  PROVISIONS FOR GROUNDS FOR DENYING, SUSPENDING OR REVOKING A 
CERTIFICATION. [§171.303(b)(7)( i )]  The state plan must include the citat ion to the 
specif ic  state laws and regulat ions that demonstrate specif ic  legal  authority  for  
provis ions for  and l ist ing of  the acts  which would constitute grounds for  denying,  
suspending or  revoking a cert i f icat ion.  At a  minimum, include misuse of  a  pestic ide,  
fa ls i f icat ions of  records required to be maintained by the cert i f ied appl icator,  a  
cr iminal  convict ion under section 14(b) of  FIFRA,  a  f inal  order imposing civ i l  penalty 
under section 14(a)  of  FIFRA,  and conclusion of  a  State enforcement act ion for  
v iolat ions of  State laws or  regulat ions relevant to the State Certi f icat ion Plan.   The 
citation and copy of  the specif ic  provision should be included with the plan as 
Attachment 2-C.  
 

 
(d)  PROVISIONS FOR REVIEWING, SUSPENDING AND REVOKING A CERTIFICATION. 
[§171.303(b)(7)(i i ) ]  The state plan must include the citat ion to the specif ic  state laws 
and regulat ions that demonstrate specif ic  legal  authority  for  provis ions for  reviewing 
and where appropriate,  suspending or  revoking an appl icator’s  cert i f icat ion based on 
the grounds l isted in the plan (for  denying,  suspending,  and revoking cert i f icat ion of  
appl icators)  or  a  cr iminal  conviction under section 14(b) of  FIFRA,  a  f inal  order 
imposing civ i l  penalty under section 14(a)  of  FIFRA,  or  conclusion of  a  State 
enforcement act ion for  v iolat ions of  State laws or  regulat ions relevant to the State 
Cert if icat ion Plan.  The citation and copy of  the specif ic  provision should be included 
with the plan as Attachment 2-D.  
 

 
(e)  PROVISIONS FOR ASSESSING CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES.  
[§171.303(b)(7)(i i i ) ]  The state plan must include the citat ion to the specif ic  state 
laws and regulat ions that demonstrate specif ic  legal  authority  for  provis ions for  
assess ing cr iminal  and civ i l  penalt ies  for  violat ions of  the laws and regulat ions 
relevant to the Cert if icat ion Plan.  The citation and copy of  the specif ic  provision 
should be included with the plan as Attachment 2-E.  
 
 
(f)  PROVISIONS FOR RIGHT OF ENTRY FOR INSPECTIONS. [§171.303(b)(7)( iv)]  The 
state plan must include the citat ion to the specif ic  state laws and regulat ions that 
demonstrate specif ic  legal  authority  for  provis ions for  r ight of  entry by consent or  
warrant by State off icia ls  at  reasonable t imes for  sampling,  inspection and 
observation purposes.  The citation and copy of  the specif ic  provision should be 
included with the plan as Attachment 2-F.  
 
 



Executive Order 13891 Guidance  Page 4 of 21 
 

(g)  PROVISIONS FOR MAKING IT UNLAWFUL TO APPLY RUPs UNLESS CERTIFIED.  
[§171.303(b)(7)(v)]  The state plan must include the citat ion to the specif ic  state laws 
and regulat ions that demonstrate specif ic  legal  authority  for  provis ions for  making i t  
unlawful  for  persons to use RUPs other than cert i f ied or  noncert if ied applicators  
working under the supervis ion of  a  cert if ied appl icator.  The citation and copy of  the 
specif ic  provision should be included with the plan as Attachment 2-G. 
 
 
(h)  PROVISIONS FOR COMMERCIAL APPLICATOR RECORDKEEPING. 
[§171.303(b)(7)(vi)]  The state plan must include the citat ion to the specif ic  state 
laws and regulat ions that demonstrate specif ic  legal  authority  for  provis ions for  
requir ing commercial  appl icators to record and keep routine operational  records for  
at  least  two years  and that such records wil l  be avai lable to appropriate State 
off ic ials .   At  a  minimum, records must contain for  each restricted use pestic ide 
appl ication:   

•  Name and address  of  person for  whom it  was appl ied.  
•  Appl icat ion – location,  s ize of  area treated;  crop,  commodity,  stored 

product or  s ite;  t ime and date of  appl icat ion.   
•  RUP -  brand or  product name, EPA registrat ion number,  total  amount 

appl ied per location per applicat ion;   
•  Certif ied appl icator – name and cert i f icat ion number,  i f  a  supervised 

appl ication the name of  the noncert i f ied appl icator.  
•  Requirement of  commercial  appl icators  to create or ver ify  existence of  

records of  noncert if ied appl icator qual if ications.  
The citation and copy of  the specif ic  provision should be included with the plan as 
Attachment 2-H.  
 
 
( i )  PROVISIONS FOR RUP DEALER RECORDKEEPING. [§171.303(b)(7)(vi i )]  The state 
plan must include the citat ion to the specif ic  state laws and regulat ions that 
demonstrate specif ic  legal  authority  for  provis ions requir ing RUP retai l  dealers  to 
record and maintain at  each indiv idual  dealership for  at  least  two years,  records of  
each transaction where an RUP is  distr ibuted or  sold to any person,  excluding 
transactions solely  between persons who are pestic ide producers,  registrants,  
wholesalers,  or  retai l  sel lers,  acting only in those capacit ies.  Records must include:   

•  For each RUP distr ibuted or  sold,  the name and address  of  residence or  
pr incipal  place of  business  of  each cert i f ied appl icator,  or  i f  appl icable 
of  the noncert i f ied appl icator for  appl ication by a cert i f ied applicator.  

•  From the cert i f icat ion document presented to the sel ler  on the val id 
cert i f icat ion issued by the State,  Tr ibe or  Federal  agency authorizing the 
cert i f ied appl icator to purchase the RUP – the cert i f icat ion number,  
expirat ion date and cert i f icat ion categories of  the certi f ied appl icator 
that are relevant to the pestic ide sold.    

•  The product name and EPA registrat ion number of  the RUP distr ibuted 
or  sold in the transaction,  including any appl icable emergency 
exemption of  State special  local  need registrat ion number.   

•  The quantity  of  the RUP distr ibuted or  sold in the transaction.   
The citation and copy of  the specif ic  provision should be included with the plan as 
Attachment 2-I .  
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SECTION 3. COMMERCIAL APPLICATOR CERTIFICATION CATEGORIES.  [§171.101,  §171.103,  
§171.303(a)(2),  §171.303(a)(3),  §171.303(b)(2)  and §171.303(b)(2)( i i ) (A)]  States must 
provide a l ist  of  their  commercial  applicator certi f icat ion category and subcategory names 
and descript ions.   States must provide the required documentation as  outl ined below 
adopting either option one or  option two. 

 
OPTION 1:  STATE ADOPTS EPA’S FEDERAL CATEGORIES AND STANDARDS.  I f  the state 
had adopted the Federal  commercial  appl icator categories  and standards outr ight 
with no changes,  the state must include a statement that  the state has adopted the 
EPA standards for  commercial  appl icator  cert i f icat ion at  § §171.101 and 171.103 as  is  
and provide the appropriate citat ions for  the state laws and/or regulations 
demonstrating such act ion.   The citation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that 
accomplish the adoption of  the Federal  categories and standards should be included 
with the plan as Attachment 3.  

 
 

State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 
 

 
Federal  Commercial  Applicator Categories Adopted by the State:  [Add rows if  needed] 
[NOTE: If  the state had adopted al l  Federal  categories,  i t  may include a statement that is  
the case rather than l ist  al l  Federal  categories.   I f  the state has adopted only a subset of  
the Federal  categories,  then the state must l ist  the Federal  categories adopted below: 
  

 
FEDERAL CATEGORIES 
ADOPTED 

ADOPTED FEDERAL 
STANDARDS 
(Y/N)  

STATE LAW/REG CITATION  

   

   

   

   

 
OR 
 

OPTION 2:  STATE ADOPTS ITS OWN COMMERRCIAL APPLICATOR CATEGORIES AND 
STANDARDS.  I f  the state had adopted its  own categories  and standards,  then the state 
must provide a statement that the state has adopted its  own standards (that meet or  
exceed federal  standards at  § §171.101 and 171.103) and provide al l  of  the fol lowing: 

•  A l ist  and detai led descr ipt ion of  a l l  categories  and subcategories  and the 
citat ions for  the State laws and/or regulations.  States must provide the l ist  of  
state categories/subcategories  in the table below, a long with the 
category/subcategory descr ipt ion and an indication of the closest  comparable EPA 
Federal  category.   

•  A l ist  and detai led descr ipt ion of  the category standards for  cert i f icat ion adopted 
by the State and the citat ions for the State laws and/or regulat ions.    
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The citation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that document adoption of  the state 
categories and standards should be included with the plan as Attachment 3.  
 
State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 
 

 
State Commercial  Applicator Categories/Subcategories:  [Add rows if  needed] 
 

STATE 
CATEGORY/SUBCATEGORY 
NAME 

STATE 
CATEGORY/SUBCATEGORY 
DESCRIPTION  

CLOSEST COMPARABLE EPA 
FEDERAL CATEGORY  

   

   

   

   

 
 
 
SECTION 4. PRIVATE APPLICATOR CERTIFICATION CATEGORIES.  [§171.105,  §171.303(a)(2),  
§171.303(a)(3),  §171.303(b)(3)  and §171.303(b)(3)( i ) ,  and §171.303(b)(3)(i i )]  States must 
provide a l ist  of  their  pr ivate appl icator cert i f icat ion category and subcategory names and 
descr ipt ions.   States must provide the required documentation as  outl ined below adopting 
either option one or  option two.  
 

OPTION 1:  STATE ADOPTS EPA’S FEDERAL CATEGORIES AND STANDARDS.  I f  the state 
had adopted the Federal  pr ivate appl icator categories  and standards outr ight with no 
changes,  the state must include a statement that the state has adopted the EPA 
standards for  private appl icator cert i f icat ion at  § §171.105 as  is  and provide the 
appropriate citat ions for  the state laws and/or regulat ions demonstrating such 
act ion.   The citation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that accomplish the 
adoption of  the Federal  categories and standards should be included with the plan 
as Attachment 4.  

 
State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 

 
 
Federal  Private Applicator Categories Adopted by the State:  [Add rows if  needed] 
[NOTE: If  the state had adopted al l  Federal  categories,  i t  may include a statement that is  
the case rather than l ist  al l  Federal  categories.   I f  the state has only adopted only a subset 
of  the Federal  categories,  then the state must l ist  the Federal  categories adopted below: 

 
FEDERAL CATEGORIES 
ADOPTED 

ADOPTED FEDERAL 
STANDARDS 
(Y/N)  

STATE LAW/REG CITATION  
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OR 
 

OPTION 2:  STATE ADOPTS ITS OWN PRIVATE APPLICATOR CATEGORIES AND STANDARDS.  
I f  the state had adopted its  own categories  and standards  for  pr ivate applicators,  then 
the state must provide a statement that the state has adopted its  own standards (that 
meet or  exceed federal  standards at  § 171.105) and provide al l  the fol lowing:  

•  A l ist  and detai led descr ipt ion of  a l l  pr ivate appl icator categories  and 
subcategories  and the citat ions for  the State laws and/or regulations.  States must 
provide the l ist  of  state categories/subcategories  in the table below, a long with 
the category/subcategory descript ion and an indication of  the closest  comparable 
EPA Federal  category.   

•  A l ist  and detai led descr ipt ion of  the category standards for  cert i f icat ion adopted 
by the State and the citat ions for the State laws and/or regulat ions.    

The citation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that document adoption of  the state 
categories and standards should be included with the plan as Attachment 4.  
 
State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 
 

 
State Private Applicator Categories/Subcategories:  [Add rows if  needed] 
 

STATE 
CATEGORY/SUBCATEGORY 
NAME 

STATE 
CATEGORY/SUBCATEGORY 
DESCRIPTION  

CLOSEST COMPARABLE EPA 
FEDERAL CATEGORY  

   

   

   

   

 
 
SECTION 5. LIMITED USE CERTIFICATION CATEGORIES [IF  APPLICABLE].  [§171.303(a)(4),  
§171.303(b)(2)  and §171.303(b)(2)( i i ) (A)]  States must provide a l ist  of  a l l  l imited use 
categories  the state has adopted for  commercial  appl icators  and the standards of  
competency for  any such categories.   For  each l imited use category,  the state must provide 
al l  of  the fol lowing: 
 

(a)  The l imited use category name and category descript ion.  States must provide the 
l ist  of  state l imited use categories in the table below, along with the category 
description.   
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(b)  An explanation of  why it  is  not practical  to include the commercial  appl icator 
l imited use category within any of  the federal  commercial  appl icator categories  in 
§171.101 and their  associated category-specif ic  standards of  competency in 
§171.103(d) or  within any comparable state categories and standards.  
(c)  The c itation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that document adoption of  the 
state l imited use categories and any associated category certif ication standards for  
the l imited use categories should be included with the plan as Attachment 5.  
 

STATE LIMITED USE 
CATEGORY NAME 

STATE LIMITED USE 
CATEGORY DESCRIPTION  

EXPLANTION/RATIONALE 
FOR LIMITED USE CATEGORY  

   

   

   

   

 
 
SECTION 6. STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATION OF COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS.  [§171.101,  
§171.103,  §171.303(a)(1),  §171.303(a)(3),  §171.303(b)(2)  and §171.303(b)(2)( i i ) (A)-(C)]  
States must provide documentation of  their  commercial  applicator certi f icat ion standards 
meeting or exceeding the Federal  commercial  applicator certi f icat ion standards prescribed 
by EPA under §§171.101 and 171.103.   States must provide the required documentation as  
outl ined below adopting either option one or  option two. 
 
OPTION 1:  STATE ADOPTS EPA’S FEDERAL STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATION OF COMMERCIAL 
APPLICATORS.   I f  the state had adopted al l  the Federal  commercial  applicator certi f icat ion 
standards outr ight with no changes,  the state must include a statement that the state has 
adopted the EPA standards for  commercial  appl icator cert i f icat ion at  § §171.101 and 
171.103 as is  and provide the appropriate citat ions for the state laws and/or regulat ions 
demonstrat ing such act ion.   The c itation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that 
accomplish the adoption of  the Federal  categories and standards should be included with 
the plan as Attachment 6.  
 
State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 
 
OR 
 
OPTION 2:  STATE ADOPTS ITS OWN STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATION OF COMMERCIAL 
APPLICATORS.  I f  the state had adopted its  own standards  for  commercial  appl icator 
cert i f icat ion,  then the state must provide a statement that the state has adopted its  own 
standards that meet or  exceed federal  standards at  § §171.101 and 171.103 and provide al l  
of  the fol lowing: 
 

(a)  MINIMUM AGE REQUIREMENT. [§171.103(a)(1)]  Documentation that the state has 
adopted a minimum age requirement for  commercial  appl icator cert i f icat ion of  at  least  
18 years  old.  The documentation must include the c itation and copy of  the specif ic  
provisions for  adoption of  the state minimum age requirements and should be included 
with the plan as Attachment 6-A. 
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(b)  CORE STANDARDS OF COMPETENCY. [§171.103(c)]  Documentation that the state has 
adopted core standards of  competency that meet or  exceed federal  standards at  § 
§171.101 and 171.103.   The documentation must include the c itation and copy of  the 
specif ic  provisions that document that the state has adopted core standards of  
competency that meet or  exceed federal  standards and should be included with the 
plan as Attachment 6-B. 
 
(c)  EXAMINATION STANDARDS. [§171.103(a)(2)]  A detai led descr ipt ion of  the State’s  
cert i f icat ion examination standards for  commercial  appl icators  and an explanation and 
documentation of  how they meet/exceed federal  exam administrat ion standards at  
§171.103(a)(2)  (and l isted in Appendix A),  including a descr ipt ion of  any alternative 
identif icat ion that a  State wi l l  authorize for  qual if ication for  cert i f icat ion in addit ion to 
a  val id,  government-issued photo identif icat ion.  The documentation must include the 
c itation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that document that the state has adopted 
examination standards that meet or  exceed federal  standards and should be included 
with the plan as Attachment 6-C.  
 
(d)  STANDARDS FOR LIMITED USE CATEGORY CERTIFICATION, IF APPLICABLE.  
[§171.103(a)(4),  §171.103(a)(4)(i i i )  and §171.103(a)(4)(v)]  States must provide al l  the 
fol lowing documentation i f  they have establ ished any l imited use category cert i f icat ions:   
•  Documentation that the state has adopted core standards of  competency that meet 

or  exceed federal  standards at  § §171.101 and 171.103 and a requirement that 
candidates for  cert i f icat ion in a  l imited use category pass  the written examination 
covering the core standards at  § 171.103(c)  and demonstrate practical  knowledge of  
the pr inciples  and practices of  pest  control  and proper and effect ive use of  restr icted 
use pestic ide(s)  covered by the l imited use category.   States must provide a detai led 
descr ipt ion of  the core standards of  competency i f  they are dif ferent than those used 
for  a l l  other commercial  applicator categories.    

•  A detai led descr ipt ion of  the process by which appl icators  must demonstrate 
practical  knowledge of  the principles  and practices of  pest  control  and proper and 
effect ive use of  the restr icted use pestic ides authorized under the l imited use 
category based on the competency standards identif ied in Section 5 of  the plan.  
[NOTE:  This  does not have to be accomplished by a written examination.]  The 
documentation must include the c itation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that 
document that the state has adopted standards for  l imited use category 
certif ication that meet or  exceed federal  standards and should be included with the 
plan as Attachment 6-D.  

 
(e)  EXCEPTIONS, IF  APPLICABLE. [§171.103(e)]  States must provide a detai led 
descr ipt ion and documentation of  any exceptions to the state cert i f icat ion requirements 
for  commercial  appl icators  (e.g. ,  persons conducting laboratory research involving 
restr icted use pestic ides and/or Doctors  of  Medicine and Doctors  of  Veterinary Medicine 
applying restr icted use pestic ides to patients  during the course of  the ordinary practice 
of  those professions).  The documentation must include the c itation and copy of  the 
specif ic  provisions that document that the state has adopted the exceptions to 
certif ication for commercial  appl icators and should be included with the plan as 
Attachment 6-E.  
 

State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 
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SECTION 7. STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATION OF PRIVATE APPLICATORS.  [§171.105,  
§171.303(a)(1),  §171.303(a)(3),  §171.303(b)(3)  and §171.303(b)(3)( i i ) - iv)]  States must 
provide documentation of  their  pr ivate appl icator cert i f icat ion standards meeting or 
exceeding the Federal  pr ivate appl icator cert i f icat ion standards prescribed by EPA under 
§171.105.   States must provide the required documentation as  outl ined below adopting 
either option one or  option two. 
 
OPTION 1:  STATE ADOPTS EPA’S FEDERAL STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATION OF PRIVATE 
APPLICATORS.   I f  the state had adopted al l  the Federal  pr ivate appl icator cert i f icat ion 
standards outr ight with no changes,  the state must include a statement that the state has 
adopted the EPA standards for  pr ivate applicator cert if icat ion at  §171.105 as  is ,  and the 
state must a lso provide the appropriate citat ions for  the state laws and/or regulations 
demonstrating such act ion.   The c itation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that 
accomplish the adoption of  the Federal  categories and standards should be included with 
the plan as Attachment 7.  
 
State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 
 
OR 
 
OPTION 2:  STATE ADOPTS ITS OWN STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATION OF PRIVATE 
APPLICATORS.  I f  the state had adopted its  own standards for  private appl icator 
cert i f icat ion,  then the state must provide a statement that the state has adopted its  own 
standards that meet or  exceed federal  standards at  §171.105 and provide al l  the fol lowing:  
 
(a)  MINIMUM AGE REQUIREMENT. [§171.105(g)]  Documentation that the state has adopted 
a minimum age requirement for  pr ivate appl icator cert i f icat ion of  at  least  18 years  old.  The 
documentation must include the c itation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that 
document adoption of  the state minimum age requirements and should be included with 
the plan as Attachment 7-A. 
 
(b)  CORE STANDARDS OF COMPETENCY. [§171.105(a)]  Documentation that the state has 
adopted general  core standards of  competency that meet or  exceed federal  standards at  
§171.105(a).   The documentation must include the c itation and copy of  the specif ic  
provisions that document that the state has adopted general  core standards of  
competency for private applicators that meet or  exceed federal  standards and should be 
included with the plan as Attachment 7-B. 
 
(c)  DETERMINATION OF COMPETENCY AND EXAMINATION STANDARDS. [§171.105(h)]  I f  
pr ivate appl icator cert i f icat ion is  based on examination,  states must provide a detai led 
descr ipt ion of  the State’s  cert i f icat ion examination standards for  pr ivate appl icators  and an 
explanation and documentation of  how they meet/exceed federal  exam administrat ion 
standards at  §171.103(a)(2)  and l isted in Appendix A,  including a descr ipt ion of  any 
alternative identif ication that a  State wi l l  authorize for  qual if ication for  cert i f icat ion in 
addit ion to a  val id,  government-issued photo identif icat ion.  I f  private appl icator 
cert i f icat ion is  based upon training,  states must provide a detai led explanation of  how the 
quantity,  content,  and qual ity  of  the state's  training program ensure that a  pr ivate 
appl icator demonstrates the level  of  competency required § 171.105 for  pr ivate applicators.   
This  explanation must include at  the minimum, al l  of  the fol lowing factors:  

•  The quantity  of  training required to become cert i f ied as  a  pr ivate appl icator.  
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•  The content that is  covered by the training and how the State ensures that required 
content is  covered. 

•  The process the State uses to approve training programs for  pr ivate applicator 
cert i f icat ion.  

•  How the State ensures the ongoing qual ity  of  the training program for  pr ivate 
appl icator cert i f icat ion.  

The documentation must include the c itation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that 
document that the state has adopted examination standards or alternative determinations 
of  competency that meet or  exceed federal  standards and should be included with the 
plan as Attachment 7-C.  
 
(d)  EXCEPTIONS, IF  APPLICABLE. [§171.105(i)]  States must provide a detai led descr iption 
and documentation of any exceptions to the state private appl icator cert i f icat ion 
requirements in (e.g. ,  persons conducting laboratory research involving restr icted use 
pestic ides and/or Doctors  of  Medicine and Doctors  of  Veterinary Medicine applying 
restr icted use pestic ides to patients  during the course of  the ordinary practice of  those 
profess ions).  The documentation must include the c itation and copy of  the specif ic  
provisions that document that the state has adopted the exceptions to certif ication and 
should be included with the plan as Attachment 7-D. 
 
State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 
 
 
SECTION 8. RECERTIFICATION STANDARDS. [§171.107, §171.303(a)(6)  and 
§171.107.303(b)(4)] 
States must provide documentation that the state standards for  the recert if icat ion of  
appl icators of  restricted use pestic ides meet or  exceed those standards prescr ibed by the 
Agency under § 171.107 (and l isted in Appendix B) .  Such documentation must include a 
statement that the state has adopted its  own standards that meet or  exceed the standards 
for  recert if icat ion prescr ibed by the Agency under § 171.107 and a detai led descr ipt ion of  
a l l  of  the State standards for  recert i f icat ion of  private and commercial  appl icators,  
including al l  the fol lowing:  

•  The cert i f icat ion period,  which may not exceed f ive years.  
•  I f  recerti f icat ion is  based upon written examination,  a  descript ion of  the state's  

process for reviewing,  and updating as  necessary,  the written examination(s)  to 
ensure that the written examination(s)  evaluates whether a  cert i f ied appl icator 
demonstrates the level  of  competency required by § 171.103 for  commercial  
appl icators or  § 171.105 for  pr ivate applicators.  

•  I f  recerti f icat ion is  based upon continuing education,  an explanation of  how the 
quantity,  content,  and qual ity  of  the State's  continuing education program ensures 
that a  cert if ied applicator continues to demonstrate the level  of  competency 
required by § 171.103 for  commercial  appl icators  or  § 171.105 for  pr ivate 
appl icators,  including but not l imited to:  

o  (A)  The quantity  of  continuing education required to maintain cert i f icat ion.  
o  (B)  The content that is  covered by the continuing education program and how 

the state ensures the required content is  covered. 
o  (C)  The process the state uses to approve continuing education courses or  

events,  including information about how the state ensures that any continuing 
education courses or  events  verify  the applicator 's  successful  completion of  
the course or  event.  
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o  (D) How the state ensures the ongoing qual ity  of  the continuing education 
program. 

•  I f  the state has adopted use of  l imited use category cert i f icat ions,  then the state 
must provide a detai led descr iption of  the recert i f ication standards for  the l imited 
use category and how those standards meet or  exceed the standards prescribed by 
the Agency under § 171.107. 

The documentation must include the c itation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that 
document the state has adopted standards for  recertif ication that meet or  exceed the 
Federal  standards for  recertif ication at §171.107 and should be included with the plan as 
Attachment 8.  
 

 
State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 

 
 

SECTION 9. STANDARDS FOR THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF NONCERTIFIED APPLICATORS.  
[§171.201, §171.303(a)(7)  and §171.303(b)(5)]  States must provide documentation that 
their  state standards for  the direct  supervis ion of  noncert i f ied appl icators  by cert i f ied 
pr ivate and commercial  appl icators  of  restricted use pestic ides meet or  exceed those 
standards prescribed by the Agency under § 171.201 (and l isted in Appendix C) .  
Documentation required is  outl ined for  each of  the fol lowing three options avai lable to 
states.  
 
OPTION 1:  STATE PROHIBITS APPLICATION BY NONCERTIFIED APPLICATORS.  I f  the state has 
adopted provis ions prohibit ing noncert if ied appl icators  from using restricted use pestic ides 
under the direct  supervis ion of  cert i f ied pr ivate and/or commercial  applicators,  then the 
state must provide a statement that the state prohibits  noncert i f ied appl icators  from using 
restr icted use pestic ides under the direct  supervis ion of  cert if ied pr ivate and/or commercial  
appl icators,  and a c itat ion of  the specif ic  state laws and/or regulat ions demonstrating that 
the state has adopted such a prohibit ion.  The citat ion and copy of  the specif ic  provis ions 
demonstrating that the state has adopted such a prohibit ion should be included with the 
plan as  Attachment 9.  
 
State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 
 
OR 
 
OPTION 2:  STATE ADOPTS EPA’S FEDERAL STANDARDS FOR DIRECT SUPERVISION.  I f  the 
state has adopted the Federal  standards for  direct  supervis ion of  noncerti f ied appl icators  
by cert i f ied pr ivate and/or commercial  appl icators  prescribed by the Agency under § 
171.201,  then the state must provide a statement that the state has adopted the standards 
for  direct  supervis ion of  noncert if ied applicators  by cert i f ied pr ivate and/or commercial  
appl icators prescribed by the Agency under § 171.201 and a c itation of  the specif ic  state 
laws and/or regulat ions demonstrating that the State has adopted such standards.  The 
citat ion and copy of  the specif ic  provis ions demonstrating that the state has adopted 
Federal  standards for  direct  supervis ions should be included with the plan as Attachment 9.  
 
State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 
 
OR 
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OPTION 3:  STATE ADOPTS ITS OWN STANDARDS FOR DIRECT SUPERVISION. I f  the state has 
adopted its  own standards for  direct  supervis ion of  noncert if ied appl icators  by cert if ied 
pr ivate and/or commercial  appl icators,  then the state must provide a statement that the 
state has adopted its  own standards that meet or  exceed federal  standards at  §171.201 (and 
l isted in Attachment C),  and a detai led explanation of how the state standards for  direct  
supervis ion meet or  exceed the standards prescribed by the Agency under  § 171.201,  
including al l  the fol lowing:  

•  Requirements for  the cert i f ied appl icator and supervisor  responsibi l i t ies 
•  Requirements of  the noncert if ied appl icator under supervis ion,  including 

documenting requirements for  a  minimum age requirement of  18 for  noncert i f ied 
appl icators (or  16 years  old i f  the supervisor  is  a  cert i f ied private appl icator who is  
an immediate family  member and the restricted use pestic ide is  not a  fumigant,  
sodium cyanide,  sodium f luoroacetate,  or  appl ied aeria l ly)   

•  Noncert if ied appl icator qual if ications 
•  Noncert if ied appl icator training program(s) 
•  Recordkeeping requirements  for noncert if ied appl icator training 
•  Exceptions,  i f  any (e.g. ,  Doctors of  Medicine and Doctors  of  Veterinary Medicine)  

The documentation must include the c itation and copy of  the specif ic  provisions that 
document that the state has adopted al l  the standards for  direct supervision of  
noncertif ied applicators by certif ied private and/or commercial  appl icators that meet or 
exceed the Federal  standards for  direct supervision at §171.201,  and this  should be 
included with the plan as Attachment 9.  
 
 
SECTION 10.  CREDENTIALS.  [§171.303(a)(8)  and 303(a)(4)(vi i )]  States must provide a 
descr ipt ion below of  the credentia ls  or  documents the State cert ify ing authority  wi l l  issue 
to each cert i f ied appl icator veri fy ing cert i f icat ion.  I f  appl icable,  states must a lso descr ibe 
below the l imited use cert i f icat ion credentia l .  The l imited use credentia l  must c lear ly  state 
that the appl icator is  only authorized to purchase and use the specif ic  restr icted use 
pestic ide(s)  identif ied in that credentia l .  The state should include example copies of  the 
state certif ication credentials  with the plan as Attachment 10.  

 
 
SECTION 11.  RECIPROCITY.  [§171.303(a)(9)]  A State may waive any or  a l l  the procedures 
specif ied in §171.103,  §171.105, and §171.107 when cert i fying appl icators  in rel iance on 
val id current cert i f icat ions issued by another State,  Tribal,  or  Federal  agency under an EPA-
approved cert i f icat ion plan.  The State must provide an explanation below of  whether,  and i f  
so,  under what c ircumstances,  the State wi l l  certi fy appl icators  based in whole or  in part  on 
their  holding a val id current certi f icat ion issued by another State,  Tr ibe or  Federal  agency.  
States  must a lso provide documentation below with their  explanation to demonstrate that 
reciprocal  cert i f icat ions are subject  to a l l  the fol lowing condit ions:  

•  A State may rely  only on val id current cert if icat ions that are issued under an 
approved State,  Tribal  or  Federal  agency cert i f icat ion plan.   

•  The State has examined the standards of  competency used by the State,  Tribe,  or  
Federal  agency that or iginal ly  cert i f ied the appl icator and has determined that,  for  
each category of  cert if icat ion that wi l l  be accepted,  they are comparable to i ts  own 
standards.   
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•  Any State that chooses to certi fy appl icators  based,  in whole or  in part,  on the 
appl icator having been cert i f ied by another State,  Tribe,  or  Federal  agency,  must 
include in its  plan a mechanism that a l lows the State to terminate an applicator 's  
cert i f icat ion upon notif icat ion that the applicator 's  or iginal  certi f icat ion terminates 
because the cert i f icate holder has been convicted under section 14(b) of  FIFRA or has 
been subject  to a  f inal  order imposing a c iv i l  penalty under section 14(a)  of  FIFRA.  

•  The State issuing a cert i f icat ion based in whole or  in part  on the appl icator holding a 
val id current cert i f icat ion issued by another State,  Tr ibe or  Federal  agency must issue 
an appropriate State credentia l  or  document to the appl icator.  

I f  additional  room is  needed to provide the explanation or documentation it  should be 
included with the plan as Attachment 11. 

 

SECTION 12.   REPORTS TO EPA. [§171.303(c)]  The State must provide a statement that the 
state agrees to submit the fol lowing reports to the Agency in a  manner and containing the 
information that the Agency requires:  

(1)  An annual  report  to be submitted by the state lead agency to the Agency by the date 
establ ished by the Agency that includes al l  the fol lowing information: 

•  The number of  new general  pr ivate appl icator certi f icat ions and recert i f icat ions 
issued during the last  12-month reporting period,  and total  number of  appl icators  
holding a val id general  pr ivate appl icator cert i f icat ion at  the end of  the last 12-
month reporting period.  

•  For each pr ivate applicator category specif ied in the cert i f icat ion plan,  the numbers 
of  new cert i f icat ions and recertif icat ions issued during the last  12-month reporting 
period,  and the total  number holding val id cert i f icat ions in each category at the end 
of  the last  12-month reporting period.  

•  The numbers of  new commercia l  appl icator cert i f icat ions and recert i f icat ions issued 
during the last  12-month reporting period,  and the total  number of  appl icators  
cert i f ied in at  least  one commercial  appl icator certi f icat ion category at  the end of  
the last  12-month reporting period.  

•  For each commercial  appl icator cert i f icat ion category or  subcategory specif ied in the 
cert i f icat ion plan,  the numbers of  new cert if icat ions and recert i f icat ions issued 
during the last  12-month reporting period,  and the total  number of  commercial  
appl icators holding a val id cert i f icat ion in each category or  subcategory at  the end of  
the last  12-month reporting period. 

•  A descr iption of  any modif icat ions made to the approved cert i f icat ion plan during the 
last  12-month reporting period that have not been previously  evaluated by the 
Agency under § 171.309(a)(3).  

•  A descr iption of  any proposed changes to the cert i f icat ion plan that the State 
antic ipates making during the next reporting period that may affect  the cert i f icat ion 
program. 

•  A summary of  enforcement act iv it ies  related to the use of  restricted use pestic ides 
during the last  12-month reporting period.  
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(2)  Any other reports  reasonably required by the Agency in i ts  overs ight of  restr icted use 
pestic ides.  

State Aff irmation Statement:  [ INSERT HERE] 

 

SECTION 13.   IMPLEMENTATION TIMEFRAME. [§171.303(b)(6)(v)]  The state must provide 
below a schedule/document outl ining the State's  proposed approach and antic ipated 
t imeframe for  implementing the State cert i f icat ion plan after  EPA approves the State 
cert i f icat ion plan.   The document should clear ly  indicate the state’s  schedule for  completing 
any legis lat ive and regulatory changes necessary to implement the plan and the t imeframes 
for  completing implementation of  al l  the state plan components and requirements (e.g. ,  
adoption of  new procedures,  completion of  revis ion of  exams and training materia ls ,  etc.)  
such that the state is  in ful l  compliance with the Part  171 revis ions.  

State Implementation Schedule:  [ INSERT HERE or provide as Attachment 13] 
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APPENDIX A 
Examination standards at §171.103(a)(2) 

 
Requirements of the certifying authority:  

• All examinations will be presented and answered in writing.  
• All persons serving as proctors will be prohibited from taking an examination for which they are 

proctoring if they are also seeking pesticide applicator certification.  
• All persons seeking certification will be required to present at the time of examination a valid, 

government-issued photo identification and/or the following types of identification as proof of identity 
and age: (fill in_______)  

• All proctors and certification authority personnel will be required to keep exams secure before, during 
and after the exam period so candidates have access to the exam only in the presence of a proctor.  

• Prohibit the use of reference materials not approved by this certifying authority.  
• Notify all candidates of his or her examination results.  

 
Requirements for proctors:  

• Give instructions on examination procedures to candidates before beginning examinations.  
• Monitor examination candidates throughout examination periods.  
• Prohibit any verbal or nonverbal communication between candidates and anyone other than the proctor 

during the examination period.  
• Prohibit examination or reference materials from being copied or retained by any person not authorized 

by this certifying authority. 
• Provide and collect certifying authority-approved reference materials for use during the examination. 
• Examine reference materials after the examination is complete for portions that may have been 

removed, altered or destroyed.  
• Report to the certifying authority any inconsistencies or irregularities such as cheating, use of 

unauthorized materials, and attempts to copy or retain materials. 
• Conduct examination sessions in accordance with the following exam administration requirements 

required by this certifying authority: (Fill in______).  
 
  



Executive Order 13891 Guidance  Page 17 of 21 
 

APPENDIX B 
Recertification standards at §171.107 

 
(a) Maintenance of continued competency.  

• Each commercial and private applicator must recertify every five years or less from the date of certification.  
• The recertification period for commercial applicators is:  
• The recertification period for private applicators is:  
 

(b) Process for recertification.  
(1) By written examination. 
• A certified applicator is found eligible for recertification upon passing a written examination designed to 

evaluate the level of competency that conforms to the examination standards in §171.103(a)(2). 
• Examinations for commercial applicators demonstrate the level of competency required by §171.103. 
• Examinations for private applicators demonstrate the level of competency required by §171.105. 

 
(2) By continuing education programs.  
• A certified applicator may be found eligible for recertification upon successfully completing a continuing 

education program pursuant to the certifying authority’s EPA-approved certification plan. 
o The quantity, content, and quality of a continuing education program to maintain applicator 

certification must be sufficient to ensure the applicator continues to demonstrate the level of 
competency required by § 171.103 for commercial applicators or § 171.105 for private applicators.  

o (ii) Any continuing education course or event relied upon for applicator recertification must be 
approved by the certifying authority as being suitable for its purpose in the certifying authority’s 
recertification process. 

o (iii) A certifying authority must ensure that any continuing education course or event, including an 
online or other distance education course or event, relied upon for applicator recertification includes 
a process to verify the applicator’s successful completion of the course or event. 
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APPENDIX C 
Standards for the Direct Supervision of Noncertified Applicators at §171.201 

 
(b) General requirements.  
(1) Requirements for the certified applicator.  

 (i)The certified applicator must have a practical knowledge of applicable Federal, State and Tribal supervisory 
requirements, including any requirements on the product label and labeling, regarding the use of restricted 
use pesticides by noncertified applicators.  
 (ii) The certified applicator must be certified in each category applicable to the supervised pesticide use. 

 
(2) Requirements for the noncertified applicator. The certified applicator must ensure that each noncertified 
applicator using a restricted use pesticide under his or her direct supervision meets all of the following requirements 
before using a restricted use pesticide:  

(i) The noncertified applicator has satisfied the qualification requirements under paragraph (c) of this section.  
(ii) The noncertified applicator has been instructed within the last 12 months in the safe operation of any 
equipment he or she will use for mixing, loading, transferring, or applying pesticides.  
(iii) The noncertified applicator has met the minimum age required to use restricted use pesticides under the 
supervision of a certified applicator.  
o A noncertified applicator must be at least 18 years old, except that a noncertified applicator must be at 

least 16 years old if all of the following requirements are met:  
(A) The noncertified applicator is using the restricted use pesticide under the direct supervision of a 
private applicator who is an immediate family member.  
(B) The restricted use pesticide is not a fumigant, sodium cyanide, or sodium fluoroacetate.  
(C) The noncertified applicator is not applying the restricted use pesticide aerially.  

 
(3) Use-specific conditions that must be met in order for a noncertified applicator to use a restricted use pesticide. 
The certified applicator must ensure that all of the following requirements are met before allowing a noncertified 
applicator to use a restricted use pesticide under his or her direct supervision:  

(i) The certified applicator must ensure that the noncertified applicator has access to the applicable product 
labeling at all times during its use.  
(ii) Where the labeling of a pesticide product requires that personal protective equipment be worn for 
mixing, loading, application, or any other use activities, the certified applicator must ensure that any 
noncertified applicator has clean, labeling-required personal protective equipment in proper operating 
condition and that the personal protective equipment is worn and used correctly for its intended purpose.  
(iii) The certified applicator must provide to each noncertified applicator before use of a restricted use 
pesticide instructions specific to the site and pesticide used. These instructions must include labeling 
directions, precautions, and requirements applicable to the specific use and site, and how the characteristics 
of the use site (e.g., surface and ground water, endangered species, local population) and the conditions of 
application (e.g., equipment, method of application, formulation) might increase or decrease the risk of 
adverse effects. The certified applicator must provide this information in a manner that the noncertified 
applicator can understand.  
(iv)The certified applicator must ensure that before each day of use equipment used for mixing, loading, 
transferring, or applying pesticides is in proper operating condition as intended by the manufacturer, and can 
be used without risk of reasonably foreseeable adverse effects to the noncertified applicator, other persons, 
or the environment.  
(v) The certified applicator must ensure that a means to immediately communicate with the certified 
applicator is available to each noncertified applicator using restricted use pesticides under his or her direct 
supervision.  
(vi) The certified applicator must be physically present at the site of the use being supervised when required 
by the product labeling.  
(vii) If the certified applicator is a commercial applicator, the certified applicator must create or verify the 
existence of the records required by paragraph (e) of this section. 
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(c) Noncertified applicator qualifications. Before any noncertified applicator uses a restricted use pesticide under the 
direct supervision of the certified applicator, the supervising certified applicator must ensure that the noncertified 
applicator has met at least one of the following qualifications:  
(1) The noncertified applicator has been trained in accordance with paragraph (d) [the “noncertified applicator 
training program” explained below] of this section within the last 12 months.  
(2) The noncertified applicator has met the training requirements for an agricultural handler under (Worker 
Protection Standard -WPS regulations) 40 CFR 170.501 of this title within the last 12 months.  
(3) The noncertified applicator has met the requirements established by a certifying authority that meet or exceed 
the standards in §171.201(c)(1) [The “noncertified applicator training program” explained below in (d)].  
(4) The noncertified applicator is currently a certified applicator but is not certified to perform the type of application 
being conducted or is not certified in the jurisdiction where the use will take place. 

 
(d) Noncertified applicator training program.  
(1) General noncertified applicator training must be presented to noncertified applicators either orally from written 
materials or audiovisually. The information must be presented in a manner that the noncertified applicators can 
understand, such as through a translator. The person conducting the training must be present during the entire 
training program and must respond to the noncertified applicators’ questions.  

 
 (2) The person who conducts the training must meet one of the following criteria:  

 (i) Be currently certified as an applicator of restricted use pesticides under this part.  
 (ii) Be currently designated as a trainer of certified applicators or pesticide handlers by EPA, the certifying 
authority, or a State, Tribal, or Federal agency having jurisdiction.  
(iii) Have completed an EPA-approved pesticide safety train-the-trainer program for trainers of handlers 
under (WPS) 40 CFR part 170.  
 

(3) Content of noncertified applicator training materials.   
 
(e) Recordkeeping.  
(1) Commercial applicators must create or verify the existence of records documenting that each noncertified 
applicator has the qualifications required in paragraph (c) Training for noncertified applicators or WPS handler 
training within last 12 months, requirements of certifying authority, or certified applicator of this section. For each 
noncertified applicator, the records must contain the information appropriate to the method of qualification as 
provided in paragraphs (e)(1)(i) through (e)(1)(iv).  

 (i) If the noncertified applicator was trained in accordance with paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the record 
must contain the following information:  

(A) The noncertified applicator’s printed name and signature.  
(B) Date training requirement was met.   
(C) The name of the trainer.  
(D) The title or a description of the training provided.  

(ii) If the noncertified applicator was trained as an agricultural handler under 40 CFR 170.501 in accordance 
with paragraph (c)(2) of this section, the record must contain all of the information required at 40 CFR 
170.501(d)(1).  
(iii) If the noncertified applicator qualified by satisfying the requirements established by the certifying 
authority, the record must contain the information required by the certifying authority.  
(iv) If the noncertified applicator is a certified applicator who is not certified to perform the type of 
application being conducted or not certified in the jurisdiction where the use will take place, as described in 
paragraph (c)(4) of this section, the record must include all of the following information:  

(A) The noncertified applicator’s name.  
(B) The noncertified applicator’s certification number.  
(C) The expiration date of the noncertified applicator’s certification.  
(D) The certifying authority that issued the certification.  
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(2) The commercial applicator supervisor must create or verify the existence of the record containing the information 
in paragraph (e)(1) [method of qualification, etc.] of this section before allowing the noncertified applicator to use 
restricted use pesticides under his or her direct supervision.  
 
(3) The commercial applicator supervisor must have access to records documenting the information required in 
paragraph (e)(1) of this section at the commercial applicator’s principal place of business for two years from the date 
the noncertified applicator used the restricted use pesticide.  
  
(f) Exceptions. The requirements in §171.201 do not apply to the following persons:  
(1) Persons conducting laboratory research involving restricted use pesticides.  
(2) Doctors of Medicine and Doctors of Veterinary Medicine applying restricted use pesticides to patients during the 
course of ordinary practice of those professions.  
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APPENDIX D 
STATE PROCEDURES FOR RECIPROCITY at §171.303(a)(9) 

 
The certifying authority will: 
 
(i) rely only on valid current certifications that are issued under other approved State, Tribal or Federal 
agency certification plan. 
 
 (ii) will examine the standards of competency used by the State, Tribe, or Federal agency that originally 
certified the applicator and will determine that, for each category of certification that will be accepted, they 
are comparable to its own standards. 
 
(iii) have a mechanism to terminate an applicator’s certification upon notification that the applicator’s 
original certification terminates because of a conviction under section 14(b) of FIFRA or was subject to a final 
order imposing a civil penalty under section 14(a) of FIFRA. 
 
(iv) issue an appropriate State credential or document to the applicator. 
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