EXPECTED REPORT ISSUANCE

This section reflects the time frames that we currently expect to issue our ongoing audit and evaluation reports.
The status of these time frames is subject to change.

PROJECT

Hotline Complaint: Contract
Compliance for EPA
Contract EPC16001

2018, OA&E-FY18-0234

Region 5 Processes for
Investigating Potential Loss
of Records

2020, OA&E-FY20-0032

Costs Claimed Under Indian
Tribal Grants

2019, OA&E-FY19-0314

EPA's Fiscal Year 2019
Hazardous Waste Electronic
Manifest System Fund
Financial Statements

2020, OA&E-FY20-0115
Survey of EPA On-Scene
Coordinators and Managers
Regarding COVID-19

2020, OA&E-FY20-0240

Practices for Identifying
Potential Information
Technology Vulnerabilities

OIG OBJECTIVE(S)

Determine whether (1) the EPA’s funding actions are allowable= and pose risks to the
Agency and (2) invoices are being approved and paid without proper review of costs.
The OIG plans to conduct work at both EPA headquarters and regional offices.

Determine whether (1) Region 5 lost federal records when transferring computer files
during its annual data backup process and (2) Region 5 followed its processes to
investigate the potential loss of records

Determine whether the costs claimed under selected individual Indian tribal grants
are reasonable, allocable, and allowable in accordance with applicable laws,
regulations, and grant terms and conditions.

Determine whether (1) the financial statements are fairly presented in all material
respects in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, (2) the EPA’s
internal controls over financial reporting are in place, and (3) EPA management has
complied with applicable laws and regulations.

Determine whether the EPA has managed resources to provide continued protection
of human health and the environment at emergency responses during the
coronavirus pandemic and whether the EPA provides sufficient protective measures
to on-scene coordinators responding to incidents.

Evaluate the completeness of EPA processes for testing its network t External Civil
Rights Compliance Office o identify potential vulnerabilities that could compromise
the Agency’s systems and data. Also, conduct independent automated vulnerability

EXPECTED REPORT ISSUANCE
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that Could Compromise
EPA Systems and Data
2020, OA&E-FY20-0111

Region 2: Hurricane
Response for 2017 Storms

2018, OPE-FY18-0005

Military Pay-Setting for
Reservist Differential and
Active Duty Pay

2019, OA&E-FY19-0286

EPA’s External Civil Rights
Compliance Office’s
Response to Title VI Air

Complaints
2019, OA&E-FY19-0357

EPA’s Enforcement of Toxic

Release Inventory Late
Reporters

2018, OA&E-FY18-0002

EPA’s National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination
System Permit Review

2019, OA&E-FY19-0340

EPA’s Lab Consolidation
Efforts at Three of Its
Laboratory Facilities

2020, OA&E-FY20-0353

Post-Closure Care at
Hazardous Waste Units
Closed with Waste in Place

testing of information technology resources connected to the EPA’s network to
identify vulnerabilities that could be used to compromise the confidentiality, integrity,
and availability of Agency information systems and data.

Determine how the EPA’s preparedness and response efforts during the three major
hurricanes of 2017 (Harvey, Irma, and Maria) protected human health and water
resources from storm-related drinking water and surface water contamination. Two
other reports on Hurricane Harvey have already been issued.

Determine whether the EPA (1) is following federal laws and regulations and (2) has
established controls related to its employees on military leave.

Determine whether the External Civil Rights Compliance Office has implemented an
oversight system to provide reasonable assurance that organizations receiving EPA
Clean Air Act funds comply with Title VI requirements.

Determine whether the EPA is taking appropriate enforcement actions against
companies that delay required reporting of chemical release data to the EPA’s Toxic
Release Inventory.

Determine whether the EPA’s reviews of state-proposed National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permits verify that the permits adhere to Clean Water Act
requirements.

Determine whether EPA consolidation efforts at laboratories in Athens, Georgia;
Corvallis, Oregon; and Grosse lle, Michigan, are within cost and on schedule.

Determine whether the EPA’s oversight of hazardous waste units closed with waste in
place verifies continued protection of human health and the environment.
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2019, OA&E-FY-19-0323

Information Technology
Support Services Performed
Under the ATTAIN Contract

2020, OA&E-FY20-0107

Communication of Human
Health Risk at Sites in Office
of Land and Emergency
Management Programs

2019, OA&E-FY19-0031

Status of Clean Air Act State
Implementation Plan
Submittals and Approvals

2020, OA&E-FY20-0125

Office of Air and Radiation's
National Center for
Radiation Field Operations

Preparedness
2020, OA&E-FY20-0037

Fiscal Year 2019 Financial
Statements: Pesticides
Reregistration and
Expedited Processing Fund
and Pesticide Registration
Improvement Act Fund

2020, OA&E-FY20-0114,
OA&E-FY20-0113

Determine whether the EPA paid ATTAIN, its contractor for information technology
support, for services that were either (1) not performed or (2) performed by other
EPA contractors.

Determine whether the EPA is communicating sampling results or other indicators of
human health risk at select sites overseen by the EPA Office of Land and Emergency
Management program in a manner that allows impacted communities to avoid
exposure to harmful contaminants or substances.

Determine the (1) number of Clean Air Act State Implementation Plans awaiting EPA
approval, (2) factors causing delays in SIP approvals, (3) extent to which states have
not submitted the required SIPs to the EPA, (4) potential impact of delays in SIP
processing on achieving the EPA’s National Ambient Air Quality Standards, and

(5) steps the EPA is taking to address delays in SIP processing.

Determine whether the National Center for Radiation Field Operations has the
capability to perform its current roles and responsibilities in preparing for and
responding to radiological emergencies.

Determine whether (1) the financial statements are fairly presented in all material
respects in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, (2) the EPA’s
internal controls over financial reporting are in place, and (3) EPA management has
complied with applicable laws and regulations.
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EPA's Toxic Substances
Control Act Service Fee
Fund Financial Statements
for the Period from
Inception, June 22, 2016, to

September 30, 2018

2020, OA&E-FY20-0127
EPA's Strategies to Comply
with Federal Guidelines for
Reopening Facilities Closed
Due to the Coronavirus
Pandemic

2020, OA&E-FY20-0241
Internal Controls
Established to Implement
Programs and Activities
Funded under the CARES
Act

2020, OA&E-FY20-0234
Evaluation of EPA's
Information Systems'
Compliance with Federal
System Security Plans
Requirements (2nd

notification)
2020, OA&E-FY20-0176

EPA's Adherence to
Pesticide Registration Risk
Assessment Regulations,
Policies and Procedures

2020, OA&E-FY20-0095

Determine whether (1) the financial statements are fairly presented in all material
respects in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, (2) the EPA’s
internal controls over financial reporting are in place, and (3) EPA management has
complied with applicable laws and regulations.

Determine the EPA’s national strategy for implementing federal guidelines to protect
the health and safety of its workforce when reopening the Agency’s facilities that
were closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Identify, document, and provide an initial assessment of the internal controls that the
EPA has established to implement the CARES Act. The OIG plans to conduct work at
EPA headquarters.

Determine whether the EPA’s System Security Plans are developed and updated in
accordance with the standards published by the National Institute of Standards and
Technology, and to evaluate specific elements within the System Security Plans to
determine whether they provide specified details to allow the EPA to make risk-based
decisions to secure the Agency’s network during the coronavirus pandemic.

Determine the EPA’s adherence to applicable regulations, policies, and procedures in
assessing risks to human health and the environment in the pesticide registration
process.
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EPA's Response to Findings
from Audits and
Inspections Related to Its
National Enforcement
Investigations Center

2020, OA&E-FY20-0099
Review of Northbridge
Environmental Invoices and
Work Assignments
Performed Under Contract
No. EP-C-16-001

2020, OA&E-FY20-0262
Evaluation of the U.S.
Chemical Safety and Hazard
Investigation Board's
compliance with the
Federal Information
Security Modernization Act
of 2014

2020, OA&E-FY20-0034
Research for Future Audits
and Evaluations Regarding
Effects of Coronavirus
Pandemic (SARS-CoV-2
Virus and COVID-19
Disease) on EPA Programs

and Operations
2020, OA&E-FY20-0212

EPA's Oversight of Special
Local Need Registrations
Under the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Act

2020, OA&E-FY20-0123

Determine whether the Office of Criminal Enforcement, Forensics, and Training and
the National Enforcement Investigations Center are addressing findings and
implementing corrective actions from audits, inspections, and documented concerns
related to the NEIC.

Determine whether the EPA properly approved, paid, and accounted for charges
submitted by Northbridge for work in Region 9 for the states of Hawaii and California
under Contract No. EP-C-16-001 and whether Northbridge provided timely and
acceptable deliverables, as specified in Contract No. EP-C-16- 001 and associated
work plans.

Assess the CSB’s compliance with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security Fiscal
Year 2020 Inspector General FISMA Reporting Metrics.

Research and identify topics for potential audits and evaluations related to the EPA’s
response to the coronavirus pandemic—that is, the SARS-CoV-2 virus and resultant
COVID-19 disease.

Determine whether management controls within the Section 24(c) registration
program effectively promote the EPA’s goals of risk reduction and pollution
prevention
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EPA's Oversight of Determine whether oversight is sufficient within the EPA and state and local agencies Spring 2021
Synthetic Minor Sources to assure that synthetic minor sources of air emissions comply with the emission or
2019, OAZE-FY19-0093 operational limits in their air permits.
EPA's Working Capital Fund Determine whether (1) the EPA’s Working Capital Fund is operating efficiently by Spring 2021
Operations, Expenditures, keeping expenditures low, (2) the rates established for various services are properly
and Rate Establishment supported, and (3) allocations of costs to the Working Capital Fund are reasonable,
2020, OARE-FY-20-0035 allowable, and proper.
EPA's Oversight of Tribal Determine the effects of the EPA’s oversight, including compliance assistance and Spring 2021
Drinking Water Systems enforcement activities, on the ability of public water systems in Indian Country to
provide safe drinking water to customers and how the EPA modified its oversight to
2020, OAXE-FY20-0044 help public water systems in Indian Country provide safe drinking water to customers
during the coronavirus pandemic.
EPA's Actions on Final Safer Determine whether the EPA’s actions on the final SAFE Vehicles Rule Part 2 were Spring 2021
Affordable Fuel-Efficient consistent with requirements, including those pertaining to transparency, record-
Vehicles Rule Part 2 keeping, and docketing, and followed the EPA’s process for developing final
2020, OA&E-FY20-0269 regulatory actions.

RECENT OIG WORK

This section reflects work published by the EPA OIG from May-July 2020.

PROJECT

EPA Complied with Improper Payments Legislation, but Internal Controls
Need Substantial Improvement to Ensure More Accurate Reporting

RECOMMENDATION(S)
We recommend that the chief financial officer revisit the previous
recommendation in EPA OIG Report No. 19-P-0163, EPA Complied with
Improper Payments Legislation but Stronger Internal Controls Are Needed,
to implement internal controls for training reviewers and annually verifying
that reviewers are knowledgeable and proficient in the identification and
reporting of improper payments and verify all corrective actions are
completed.

Report No. 20-P-0167, issued May 13, 2020
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EPA Oversight Provided Reasonable Controls to Deter and Minimize

Trespassing at the Fort Ord Superfund Site

Report No. 20-E-0169, issued May 14, 2020

EPA Needs to Conduct Risk Assessments When Designing and
Implementing Programs

Report No. 20-P-0170, issued May 18, 2020

Further Efforts Needed to Uphold Scientific Integrity Policy at EPA

Report No. 20-P-0173, issued May 20, 2020

EPA Toxic Substances Control Act Consent Orders Need Better
Coordination

Report No. 20-E-0177, issued May 28, 2020

Fiscal Years 2018 and 2017 Financial Statements for the Pesticides
Reregistration and Expedited Processing Fund

Report No. 20-F-0184, issued June 1, 2020

Semiannual Report to Congress: October 1, 2019 — March 31, 2020
Report No. EPA-350-R-20-001, May 2020

EPA's Office of the Chief Financial Officer Lacks Authority to Make
Decisions on Employee-Debt Waiver Request

Report No. 20-P-0194, issued June 15, 2020

We make no recommendations in this report.

We recommend that the chief financial officer require management and
staff who directly execute EPA programs to be trained on the U.S.
Government Accountability Office’s Green Book, with emphasis on program-
level risk assessments.

We recommend that the EPA’s deputy administrator lead an effort to
examine the causes associated with the scientific integrity concerns
identified in our survey and communicate the results to Agency employees,
including planned actions to address the causes. We also made 11
recommendations to the EPA science advisor, including developing
procedures for addressing and resolving allegations of scientific integrity
violations, communicating the outcomes of reports of scientific integrity
violations, and improving the release of scientific information to the public.

We recommend that the EPA establish and implement processes (1) for the
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance to review and approve the
terms and conditions of Toxic Substances Control Act Section 5(e) Consent
Orders that it is responsible for verifying during compliance monitoring and
enforcement activities and (2) to provide final TSCA Section 5(e) Consent
Orders to regions and verify that the regions have the final consent orders.

We recommend that the assistant administrator for Chemical Safety and
Pollution Prevention adjust or monitor the annual pesticides maintenance
fees so that the fees collected do not exceed the statutory targets for each
fiscal year.

N/A

We recommend that the chief financial officer (1) update policies and
procedures to require employee-debt waiver requests be submitted to the
agency claims officer for review, (2) submit any employee-debt waiver
requests currently under review by the EPA Finance Center directors to the
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Top Pandemic-Related Challenges Facing the EPA
June 17, 2020

EPA Needs to Address Internal Control Deficiencies in the Agencywide

Quality System
Report No. 20-P-0200, issued June 22, 2020

EPA’s Initial Implementation of CARES Act Section 3610
Report No. 20-N-0202, issued June 29, 2020

EPA's Safer Choice Program Would Benefit from Formal Goals and
Additional Oversight

Report No. 20-P-0203, issued June 30, 2020

EPA Needs to Improve Oversight of Research Assistance Agreements

Report No. 20-P-0204, issued June 30, 2020

agency claims officer for processing, and (3) update policies and procedures
to state that the EPA will process debt compromise requests in compliance
with 31 U.S.C. § 3711 and Resource Management Directive System 2540-9-
P2, as well as maintain required supporting documentation. We also
recommend that the general counsel direct the agency claims officer to
review and render employee-debt waiver decisions on the 15 debt waiver
requests in question.

N/A. The OIG identified some initial challenges to the EPA’s ability to
achieve its mission, as well as to the EPA’s internal operations. These
challenges, and some of their associated risks, include: Enforcement and
Fraud Risks; State, Tribe, and Territory Program Implementation; Risk
Communication to the Public; Returning to Work Safely; Effective Remote
Technology; Understanding Organizational Risk; and Financially Sound
Contract Oversight.

We made 15 recommendations to the assistant administrator for Mission
Support to improve internal controls for the agencywide Quality System.

We make no recommendations in this report.

We recommend that the assistant administrator for Chemical Safety and
Pollution Prevention develop and publish adequate Safer Choice program
goals and performance measures, establish and implement procedures for
formal audit oversight of TPPs, amend its memorandums of understanding
with TPPs to require performance reviews conducted by the EPA, and collect
and document TPP audit supporting information.

We recommend that the assistant administrator for Research and
Development verify that baseline monitoring and post-award monitoring
responsibilities are completed accurately and in a timely manner; require
that project officers enforce recipient reporting requirements and
document reviews of interim and final reports; require that final report
reviews include a narrative noting how the project officer determined that
results were achieved; verify that the Grantee Research Project Results
website is updated and accurate; provide training to all ORD project officers
on required post-award monitoring responsibilities; update and correct the
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Fiscal Year 2020 U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board
Management Challenges

Report No. 20-N-0218, issued July 6, 2020

Internal Quality Assurance Review of EPA OIG Audit Assighments
Completed in Fiscal Year 2019

Report No. 20-N-0230, issued July 16, 2020
EPA's FYs 2020-2021 Top Management Challenges

Report No. 20-N-0231, issued July 21, 2020

EPA Needs to Improve Oversight of How States Implement Air Emissions
Regulations for Municipal Solid Waste Landfills

Report No. 20-P-0236, issued July 30, 2020

Grantee Research Project Results website for missing and inaccurate
information; and require that all abstracts, report summaries, and
publications for all ORD research assistance agreements be placed on the
EPA’s website.

N/A. The OIG determined that the following two management challenges
we identified in FY 2019 have not been addressed: (1) Accomplishment of
CSB Mission Is Impaired Until New Board Members Are Selected and (2) CSB
Has Not Developed Policy on Board Member Responsibilities. We also
identified the following new challenge for FY 2020 related to the
coronavirus pandemic: CSB Must Continue Operations During the
Coronavirus Pandemic.

We make no recommendations in this report but will review the
implementation of corrective actions taken to address our findings during
the FY 2020 internal quality assurance review.

N/A. The OIG identified eight categories of challenges: (1) Maintaining
Operations During Pandemic and Natural Disaster Responses; (2) Complying
with Key Internal Control Requirements; (3) Overseeing States, Territories,
and Tribes Responsible for Implementing EPA Programs; (4) Improving
Workforce/Workload Analyses to Accomplish EPA’s Mission Efficiently and
Effectively; (5) Enhancing Information Technology Security to Combat
Cyberthreats; (6) Communicating Risks to Allow the Public to Make
Informed Decisions About Its Health and the Environment; (7) Fulfilling
Mandated Reporting Requirements; and (8) Integrating and Leading
Environmental Justice Across the Agency and Government.

We recommend that the regional administrators for Regions 4 and 6 require
that Georgia and Texas determine whether the municipal solid waste
landfills identified in this report need to obtain Title V permits and install
emissions controls. We also recommend that the EPA develop guidance for
Clean Air Act MSW-landfill requirements that addresses the review and
oversight of the Title V permitting process, the approval of state plans, the
review of annual progress reports, and the periodic review of
implementation and enforcement.
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Response to the Coronavirus Pandemic

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Inspector General is meeting the new challenges posed by
the coronavirus pandemic—that is, the SARS-CoV-2 virus and the resultant COVID-19 disease—by initiating audits,
evaluations, and investigations related to the pandemic’s impact on the EPA’s and the U.S. Chemical Safety and
Hazard Investigation Board’s missions to protect people, public health, and the environment.

Pandemic Report featuring EPA OIG pandemic-relevant work
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