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EPA Partnership Programs

• EPA has more than 30 programs and tools 
specifically tailored to support sustainable business 
practices

• Presentations today highlight the most popular 
programs for grocery retailers and manufacturers

• Regions and Program contact list is a source of more 
information – last slide

• This presentation will be available at 
www.gmaonline.org



Discovering EPA Programs



R3 Sustainability Partnership

• Mid-Atlantic Sustainability Partnership 

http://www.epa.gov/reg3wcmd/spp/index.h
tml

• Single-Point of contact to direct and facilitate 
all program activities

• Simple application procedure launches the 
partnership; beneficial work strategy initiates 
program activities

http://www.epa.gov/reg3wcmd/spp/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/reg3wcmd/spp/index.html


www.epa.gov/retailindustry



Energy Star Goals
• Voluntary climate protection partnership

• Strategic approach to energy management, 
promoting energy efficient products, practices

• Partners can benchmark facility energy 
performance in free, online tool – Portfolio 
Manager 

– Provides 1-100 energy performance rating

– Tracks energy costs, water, and GHG emissions

– Apply for recognition for superior energy performance

• Influential brand recognized by 75% of Americans



Energy Star Stakeholders

• 28 supermarket companies have 

partnered with ENERGY STAR

http://www.harristeeter.com/default.aspx
http://www.foodlion.com/
http://www.foodlion.com/
http://www.foodlion.com/
http://www.gianteagle.com/Default.aspx


ENERGY STAR Program 

Accomplishments

• Over 160,000 buildings measured energy performance (through 

June 2010)

– 9,000 supermarkets covering 362 million square feet have 

benchmarked – represents 29% of market!

• To date, over 12,000 buildings representing 2 billion square feet 

earned the ENERGY STAR across 50 states 

– Over 1,700 supermarkets have earned the ENERGY STAR

– Buildings that earn the ENERGY STAR use 35% less energy, 

on average

• Prevented GHG emissions equal to the electricity use of 60 

million American homes every year (as of 2009)



Energy Star:  Hot Topics for 2011

• Increasing attention on the role of commercial 

buildings in the fight against climate change

• Companies seeking energy efficient solutions 

across portfolios

• State and local benchmarking legislation and 

building performance disclosure mandates

• Voluntary campaigns leveraging ENERGY STAR



GreenChill’s Goals



GreenChill Stakeholders



GreenChill Accomplishments

• GreenChill now has 50 partners with ~5500 stores in 48 
states

• Average GreenChill Partner leak rate = 12% vs. national 
average 25%

• If every supermarket achieved a 12% leak rate, the 
supermarket industry would save EVERY YEAR

• 22,000,000 metric tons of CO2e

• Over $100,000,000 in reduced refrigerant replacement costs

• >60 Store Certification Awards w/minimum 65% emissions 
reduction vs. average



GreenChill: Hot Topics for 2011

• Increased transition to refrigerants with lower global 
warming impact in new construction

• Lifecycle cost analysis of green refrigeration systems

• Greater recognition that refrigerant emissions reductions are 
the low hanging fruit of greenhouse gas reductions

• Refrigerant leaks are direct greenhouse gas emissions
• Refrigerants have high global warming potentials (1800-3900 times 

the GWP of CO2)
• Prevent 1 pound of R-404A leaked = the global warming impact of 

~3,100 kWh of electricity in CO2e
• Prevent 1000 pounds of R-404A leaked = the global warming impact 

of ~3,100,000 kWh of electricity use in CO2e



WasteWise Program Goals

• Help organizations eliminate costly waste through 
waste reduction practices —benefiting the 
organization’s bottom line and the environment

• Three pronged approach to waste reduction:

• Waste prevention/source reduction

• Recycling 

• Purchasing and/or manufacturing recycled content 
products



WasteWise: Hot Topics for 2011

• Free Technical Assistance – WasteWise Helpline

• Online Waste Tracking Software – WasteWise Re-TRAC

• EPA Recognition – Awards, Case studies, etc.

• Climate Profile

• WasteWise Food Recovery Challenge 



Wastewise Stakeholders

• Any type of organization can join.

• Currently, there are more than 3,000 members in 
WasteWise from more than 50 sectors.

• Partner requirements:

• Submit baseline data within 60 days of joining program

• Annually update WasteWise on progress of waste 
reduction programs



WasteWise Accomplishments

• Currently, there are more than 3,000 
members in WasteWise from more than 50 
sectors.

• Since 1994, partners reported reducing 175 
million pounds of waste  which equates to 
more than 93 million MTCE



EPA Program Contacts

EnergyStar Alyssa Quarforth 202.343.9604

GreenChill Keilly Witman 202.343.9742

SmartWay Buddy Polovick 734.214.4928

WasteWise Ron Vance 703.347.8951

GreenScapes Jean Schwab 703.308.8669

Plug-In to eCycling Jenny Stephenson 703.308.9035

Smart Growth Lynn Richards 202.566.2858

Responsible Appliance 
Disposal 

Evelyn Swain 202.343.9956

WaterSense Veronica Blette 202.564.4094

Retail Portal Tracy Back 202.564.7076

Email:  last.first@epa.gov



EPA Sustainability Program Contacts

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3 Tom O’Donnell 215.814.2874

odonnell.tom@epa.gov

Region 4 Marybeth Van Pelt 404.562.8615
vanpelt.marybeth@epa.gov

Region 5 Sara Breneman 312-886-0243 

Breneman.sara@epa.gov

mailto:odonnell.tom@epa.gov
mailto:odonnell.tom@epa.gov
mailto:vanpelt.marybeth@epa.gov
mailto:Breneman.sara@epa.gov
mailto:Breneman.sara@epa.gov


EPA Sustainability Program Contacts

Region 6

Region 7 Amanda Halstead 913-551-7827

Halstead.amanda@epa.gov

Region 8 Marie Zanowick 303-312-6403 
zanowick.marie@epa.gov

Region 9 Ray Saracino 415-972-3361 

saracino.ray@epa.gov

Region 10 Melanie Wood 206-553-1107

wood.melanie@epa.gov

mailto:Halstead.amanda@epa.gov
mailto:Halstead.amanda@epa.gov
mailto:Zanowick.marie@epa.gov
mailto:zanowick.marie@epa.gov
mailto:saracino.ray@epa.gov
mailto:saracino.ray@epa.gov
mailto:wood.melanie@epa.gov

