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National Environmental Education Foundation 
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NEEF-EPA Collaboration 

EPA Resources — 
Classroom Ready 
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Statement of Purpose 

We provide knowledge to trusted professionals 
who, with their credibility, amplify messages to 

national audiences to solve everyday 
environmental problems. Together, we generate 

lasting positive change. 
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Reaching the Public 
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Prescribing Nature 

Children and Nature 

Initiative Pilot Sites 
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Greening STEM 
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• Solutions to 21st century 
environmental challenges often 
result from STEM knowledge and 
skills.  

 
• Hands-on environmental 

education projects enrich STEM 
learning and offer an exciting 
opportunity to engage more 
students in STEM. 
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Greening STEM:  
Taking Technology Outdoors 

April 14-20, 2013 



A Message by U.S. Secretary of Education, 

Arne Duncan 
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“We know so many of the 
jobs of the future are in the 
STEM fields, and there are 
so many great ties between 
STEM education and 
environmental education. If 
we really want to keep 
those good jobs in this 
country, if we want our 
students prepared, I think 
there’s no better way to 
start to get at that, whether 
it’s in 2nd grade or in 11th or 
12th grade, than to get kids 
out in the outdoors with 
environmental education.”  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSHxbPqGYo4


Tech & Our Planet 

• 75% of 1,900 surveyed 

educators said students who 

spend regular time outdoors tend 

to be more creative & better 

problem-solvers 

 

• 77% of teachers believe using 

tech in the classroom increases 

student motivation to learn. 

 

• Children who experience the 

natural world & have 

opportunities to play & learn 

within it are more likely to 

choose science or related fields 

as careers 

Available at: www.eeweek.org  

http://www.eeweek.org/


Greening STEM:  
Taking Technology Outdoors  
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Use smartphones and 

apps to create a 

scavenger hunts in parks, 

zoos, etc.  

Put QR Codes on plant 

labels and outdoor signs 

to link to changeable 

online information 

including videos, text, 

images and sound.  
 

Use software tools 
to determine the 
ecological benefit 
of trees. 

More case studies at: www.eeweek.org  

http://www.eeweek.org/
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Using Technology to Connect Students & the Environment  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-QjpMhm9rY


Apps for Outdoor Learning 
Examples 
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What’s Invasive! - Help scientists locate invasive species by making geo-tagged 
observations and taking photos in their natural areas. The information students 
collect can help stop the spread of invasive species which destroy native habitats.  

 

iNaturalist – Record  nature  observations and share them  with the online 
community of  naturalists. Students can also  keep a log of the wildlife they 
discover and the biodiversity they experience while being outdoors.  

Leafsnap – a free mobile app that uses visual recognition software to help 
identify tree species from photographs of their leaves. **For iPhone & iPad 
only.  



EE Week 2013 Educator Toolkit  
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EE Week Free Educator Webinars  
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EE Week Photo Contest 

Upload your photos - including those 
from digital cameras, camera phones 
and social media sites like Instagram - 
to the EE Week Photo Contest.  

 

Prizes include a Samsung Galaxy Note® 
10.1 (Wi-Fi) 16GB, a 14.2 Megapixel 
Samsung SMART Camera and a Dual-
View Smart Camera with Built-in Wi-Fi.  
 
Upload your wildlife photos to Project 
Noah's Global Schoolyard Bioblitz 
mission now through May 31 for the 
chance to earn a commemorative 
digital EE Week 2013 patch.   



Register, tune in, and experience our latest LIVE programs or access our past adventures and 
join the nature action! 
 
• Live adventures take you to exciting places where you meet experts and educators. 

 
• PAST Adventures allow you to access full programs, searchable video segments and 

classroom resources anytime. 
 

• Education Resources aligned to the standard provide lesson plans and educator resources 
that can be integrated into your classroom and beyond. 
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Connect With Us 

Jennifer Tabola, Senior Director, Education, 
jtabola@neefusa.org  
Sarah Kozicki, Education Program Coordinator, 
skozicki@neefusa.org  

Classroom Earth: www.classroomearth.org 
EE Week: www.eeweek.org 
Planet Connect: www.planetconnect.org  

mailto:jtabola@neefusa.org
mailto:skozicki@neefusa.org
http://www.classroomearth.org/
http://www.eeweek.org/
http://www.planetconnect.org/
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