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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT for  
Mobridge, South Dakota Water Tower Improvements 
April 11, 2013 
 
  Project Identification: 

Applicant:  City of Mobridge, South Dakota 
Address:  114 1st Avenue East; Mobridge, SD 57601 
EPA Grant Project Number: Not assigned yet. 

 
  Contact Person: 

Name:  Steve Gasser 
Address:  114 1st Avenue East; Mobridge, SD 57601 
Telephone Number:  (605) 845-3555 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The City of Mobridge, South Dakota proposes to utilize the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Special Purpose Grant Funds to construct a new 600,000 gallon water 
tower to replace an existing 100,000 gallon tower and to complete some minor 
renovations to an existing 500,000 gallon water tower.   
 
Maps and photos of the project area are included in the Cultural Resources Effects 
Assessment Summary, which is an appendix to this Environmental Assessment. 
 
1. PURPOSE OF AND NEED FOR ACTION 
 

1.1  Project Purpose 
 
The projects purpose is three fold: 1) address a water storage tank near end of useful 
life and another water tank needing rehabilitation for continued safe use; 2) increase 
water storage to meet current and future peak day demand and emergency storage 
including fire protection; and 3) correct equalization problems caused by relative 
elevations of the two existing water tanks. 
 

1.2  Need For Action 
 

A 100,000-gallon elevated water reservoir was put into service in approximately 1912 
with an overflow elevation of approximately 1,788 feet. Because of the age of this tank, 
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it is considered to be near or past the end of its useful life. The second storage tank 
being utilized is a 500,000-gallon elevated water reservoir with an overflow elevation of 
approximately 1,790 feet. This tank was constructed in approximately 1950.  
The 100,000-gallon elevated tank currently has an overflow elevation that is 
approximately two feel lower than that of the 500,000-gallon elevated tank. The City has 
noted equalization problems in the past and the 500,000-gallon tank cannot be filled to 
capacity due to the fact it is possible to overflow the 100,000-gallon tank.  
 
The City has maintained the 500,000-gallon tank in past years, but the tank is in need of 
rehabilitation. The rehabilitation would include interior and exterior coatings along with 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) upgrades. The OSHA upgrades 
would include changes to the tank vent to add another access point, adding a step-off 
platform to the tank railing/latter, adding railings around the roof access hatches, and 
adding a safety grate to the riser pipe. The work would also include the addition of a 
recirculation pump to help prevent tank freeze-up and removal and replacement of 
electrical fixtures. 
 
Water storage establishes the pressure(s) for the distribution system; provides a means 
for equalizing operating pressures during high demand periods; provides emergency 
storage to temporarily offset the effects of downtime for pump repairs, pipeline repairs 
and power outages; and provides fire protection.  
 
There is not a defined method for determining the volume of elevated storage for water 
distribution systems. Standards such as the Ten State Standards say that if fire flow is 
to be provided, the flow guidelines established by the International Standards 
Organization (ISO) should be met. Thus, at 2,000 gallon per minute (gpm), a two-hour 
fire event requires 240,000 gallons for the downtown area.  
 
Equalization and emergency storage are the other factors in determining the volume of 
water required or desired. Equalization storage is required to supply the varying 
demands throughout each day. Figure 3.8 illustrates a typical variation of water demand 
over a peak day. During those times that the water usage is shown to be over 100% of 
the supply rate, the system’s storage must provide the additional water to meet the 
demands. Storage for equalization with constant rate pumps typically ranges from 10% 
to 25% of the peak day water demand (Mays 2000). The higher end of the range is for 
communities with high ratios of average day to peak day water usage. Since the 
selected peak day to average day ratio for Mobridge is slightly above the middle of the 
typical range of 2.0 to 3.0, 20.5% is selected for the desired equalization storage. The 
current peak day water demand is 1,938,100 gallons and results in an equalization 
storage volume of approximately 397,310 gallons (1,938,100 gallons per day (gpd) x 
0.205). The projected peak day water demand is 2,069,300 gallons and results in an 
equalization storage volume of approximately 424,210 gallons (2,069,300 gpd x 0.205). 
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Emergency storage is essentially the storage that a community feels comfortable with 
based on the reliability of the power supply and its water system in general. Emergency 
storage equal to the average day usage is commonly used for the emergency storage 
volume and is utilized in this report. The current average day water demand is 717,800 
gallons (3,465people * 207 gallons per capita per day (gpcpd)). The projected average 
day water demand is 766,400 gallons (3,700 people * 207 gpcpd).  
 
The total required water storage for a community is generally considered to be the 
equalization storage plus the larger of fire or emergency storage (Mays 2000). The total 
storage generally considered as needed for the current system would then be 1,115,110 
gallons (397,310 + 717,800). The future storage need considering the projected 
population is 1,190,610 gallons (424,210 +766,400). The current total storage of 
700,000 gallons within the 100,000-gallon clearwell, 100,000-gallon elevated water 
storage reservoir, and 500,000-gallon elevated water storage reservoir is not adequate 
to meet the recommended storage requirements.  
 
Although the above evaluation of the water storage is based on current design practice, 
an alternate criterion that is generally approved by reviewing authorities and funding 
agencies is to provide water storage equal to the peak day demand. The current peak 
day water demand is estimated to be 1,938,100 gpd. The projected peak day demand is 
2,069,300 gpd. Considering the available storage of 700,000 gallons, this sizing 
methodology also indicates that inadequate storage is available. 
 

1.3  Decisions To Be Made / Special Appropriation Grant 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will publish a Finding of No Significant 
Impact if there is a finding of no significant impacts from the proposed actions.  Should 
there be a finding of significant impacts, an Environmental Impact Statement would be 
prepared to more fully evaluate the environmental impacts and to more fully evaluate 
other alternatives that may have no or less environmental impact than the proposed 
actions.   



 
Page 4 

 
 
The project will be funded through two sources, South Dakota Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources Drinking Water Facility Funding and EPA funding. 
 
The City of Mobridge, South Dakota received the EPA grant from FY09. 
 
2. ALTERNATIVES 
 
The following table summarizes the possible alternatives described in the Facility Plan 
dated May 1, 2012 and created by Helms and Associates.  Copies of the Facility Plan 
are on file at the Mobridge City Hall at 114 1st Avenue East, Mobridge, SD 57601 and at 
Helms and Associates at 221Brown County Highway 19 North, Aberdeen, SD 57401. 
 
 
 
Improvement Options Cost 
Storage Alternative 1 Do Nothing $0 
Storage Alternative 2 New Water Tower and 

Rehabilitate Existing 500 
MG Water Tower 

$1,682,100 

Storage Alternative 3 Ground Storage 
Tank/Booster Pumps and 
Rehabilitate Existing 500 
MG Water Tower 

$1,664,500 

 
Because of the seriousness of some of the identified deficiencies which are summarized 
above and due to the fact that Alternative 1 will not improve the system or correct the 
deficiencies the “Do Nothing” Alternative is not considered a viable option and is not 
recommended. Water Storage Alternative 2 (New Water and Rehabilitate Existing 500 
MG Water Tower) is recommended because it will provide the City with a usable 
storage volume that will meet its needs for the future. The problems associated with the 
tank overflows at different elevations would be solved with the construction of the new 
water tower. Water Storage Alternative 3 (Ground Storage Tank/Booster Pumps and 
Rehabilitate Existing 500 MG Water Tower) is not recommended because it will 
essentially double the pumping effort, significantly increase operation & maintenance 
costs, and this will not provide additional equalization to the distribution system. The 
estimated cost difference between the two alternatives further enhances the selection of 
Water Storage Alternative 2. 
 
3. IMPACTS AND MITIGATION  
 
The South Dakota State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) has deemed the old 
water tower as historic. Mitigation measures for impacts to it are documented in a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) sign by the South Dakota Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the EPA, the City of Mobridge, and the 
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SHPO. The MOA outlines the steps to be taken before the old water tower can be torn 
down. All of the stipulations have been met. Attached is a copy of the correspondence 
between DENR and SHPO. 
 
The proposed project is located on property used to operate the current water tower in a 
developed area of Mobridge. The new tower will be built next to the old water tower.  
During construction of the new water tower and demolition of the old tower there will be 
minor short term air quality, noise, traffic and potentially dust impacts. A Storm Water 
Prevention plan will be develop to assist with any sediment from storm water runoff.  
Since the construction and demolition is expected to take 5 months, these impacts will 
be minimal. Basic construction best management practices will be employed to reduce 
the impacts.   
 
Due to the location and nature of the project, there are no other impacts associated with 
this project regarding surface water, ground water, wetlands, riparian habitat, 
floodplains, social and economic factors, drinking water, environmental justice, wildlife 
and fisheries, threatened and endangered species, parks and recreation, wild and 
scenic rivers, energy, soils, prime farmland, vegetation, construction or storm water. 
 
All permits associated with the project such as right-of-way, and land and water rights 
are already in place. 
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Attachments 



 

 

Cultural Resource Effects Assessment Summary Report  

And 

Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)  

Among the South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

The South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency 

And City of Mobridge  

Regarding the Demolition of the Existing Water Tower and Construction  

of a New Water Tower 
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CTVTL ENGINEERS & LAND SURVEYORS 

January 27, 2011 

Jane Watts 
Archeolog ical Records Coord inator 
Archeologica l Research Cente r 
P.O. Box 1257 
Rapid City, SO 57709 

Re: Mobridge Water Study 
A-5059 

Dear Ms. Watts, 

22 1 BROWN CO. HWY. #19 
PO BOX I ll 

ABERDEEN, SO 57402-0 I ll 

PHONE (605) 225- l 2 12 
TOLL FREE 1-888-378-4394 

FAX (605) 225-3 189 

The C ity of Mobridge which owns and operates the ir water treatment and distribution system located in 
Walworth County, South Dakota is looking to make some much needed improvements to their system. 
The ir current system treats and supplies water from the Missouri River to their customers. 

Some of the possible improvements consist of the installation of isolation valves, new main I ine, hydrants, 
service line, curb stops, adding new mainline for looping purposes, removing and disposing of existing 
I 00,000 gall on e levated water storage reservo ir, constructing a new elevated water storage reservoir, 
rep lac ing water meters, and other miscellaneous improvements to the treatment and d istribution system. 

Please find enc losed maps showing the area being looked at for improvement fo r the City of Mobridge 's 
d istribution system. The legal descriptions of the locations of the treatment and distribution system that 
we are requesting a Records Search for are as fo llows: 

Section 12 T1.24N 
East Y2 Sect ion 13 T 124N 
East Y2 Section 24 T 124N 
South Y:z Section 18 T 124N 
Section 19 Tl 24N 
Section 20 T 124N 
West Y2 Section 28 T l 24N 
Section 29 T 124N 
North Y:z Section 30 T 124N 

R80W 
R80W 
R80W 
R79W 
R79W 
R79W 
R79W 
R79W 
R79W 
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The work performed will be funded with State and Federal funding. The agencies tapped may include, 
Rural Development, Community Development Block Grants, EPA, State Revolving Funds and other 
South Dakota loan and grant funds. 

If you have any questions, please contact our office. Your prompt response would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Helms and Associates 

Michael A. Schmit, E.I.T. 

W /Enclosure 
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Mobridge New Water Tower 
Location Map 

A-5059 

A SSOCIATES 
CIVn ENGINEERS & LAND SURVEYORS 

221 Brown County Hwy 19 
P.O. Box I ll 
Aberdeen, SD 57402 • 
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02/0 l/20 ll 
Helms & Associates 
Senrch S 11-266 

City of Mobridge 
Mobridge W ater Study 
T l 24N-R79W-Sec. 12, E 1h of Sec. 13 and Sec. 24, S V2 of Sec. 18, W V2 of Sec. 28, N Vz of Sec. 
30, and Sec. 19, 20, 29, Mobridoe Quadrano]e 

W ithin Project Source/Identification E ligib ility 
Area 
Sites 39WW60 Native American Anifact Scatter No DOF 

39WW67 Native American Artifact Scatter No DOE 
39WW69 f-1 istoric Depression NE 
39WW 120 Farmstead/ Dump Unevaluated 
39WW122 NA Artifact Scatter'Dump NR Eligible 
39WWl 38 NA Artifact Scatter/1-l ist Scatter NE 
39WW139 Historic Scatter/Foundation NE 
39WW140 Foundation NE 
39WW 14 l Historic Artifact Scatter No DOE 
39WW I58 Historic Foundation/ Scatter No DOE 
39WW1 79 Native American Artifact Scatter No DOE 
39WW2007 Chic. Mil., St. P & P RR NR Eligible 

Miscellaneous farm l947/l893 map locations 
railroad 194 7 map location 
building 1947 map location 
ranch 1947 map 
prvs Previous site location (ASD-13 

corrected) 
Surveys ASD-00 13 Clark et al 2008 

AWW-0027 Stahl 1989 
AWW-0030 Berg 1991 
AWW-0052 Downing 2002 
AWW-0055 MacDonell 2002 
AWW-0072 Metzger 2007 
AWW-0086 Lowry 2009 
MT0-00 11 Ah.ler et al 1979 

Stmctures WW00000005 Mobridge High School NE 
WWOOOOOO l l Mobridge Auditorium NR listed 
WW0000001 3 Mobridge Masonic Temple NR listed 
WW000000 15 Mobridge Post Office NR Eligible 
WW000000 18 Brown-Evans House NR listed 
WW00000021 Mobridge State Bank SR listed 
WW00000022 Brown Palace Hotel NR listed 
WW00000024 Mobridge Public Library NR listed 
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S l l -266 
Pg.2 

One i\'Iile Radius 
Sites 

--

--·-

-·---· 

_ .. 

- -

Miscellaneous 

1---

--
Surveys 

--

Structure 
13ridges 

39'vV'vV l 
39WW2 
39WW3 
39WW4 
39WW15 
39WW.:J. l 
39WW42 
39WW4-l 

····-
39WW63 
39W'vV64 
-· 

39WW68 
39WW73 
39WW75 
39WW89 
39WW91 
39WW 119 
39WW120 
39WWl21 
39WW l53 
39WvV l54 
39WW 156 ---·-
Vi llage'J 

----
graves 

-
mounds 
burials 
IF 
AWW-0039 
AWW-0042 
AWW-0046 
AWW-0053 
AWW-0076 
ESD-0016 
MT0-0001 
wwooooooo 14 
WW000000047 
WW000000057 
WW000000058 

Sou rce/ldentifica tion Eligibi~ 
Earthlodge Village NR Eligible 
Earthloclge Vil lage Uncvaluated 

··- · 
Eartbloclge Vil lage No DOE 

-· ·--
Earthloclge Village No DOE 

Occupation NR Eligible 

Occupation Unevaluated 
-· 

Occu2_ation Eligible --- ---
Occupa tion Eligibk 
Native American Art ifact Scalier No DOE 
Native American An ifact Scatter NR Eligible 

Historic Depression No DOE 
Native American Ani t:1ct Scatter No DOE 
Native American Artifact Scatter NE 

-
Native American Burial No DOE 

Native American Buria l No DOC 
Occupation No DOl-: 

. ·--
Historic Farmstead/Dump Uncvaluated 

Historic Dump No DOE 
___ j Native Amt:rican Ani fac t Scatter No DOE 

Nat ive American Isolated Find NE (No DOE) 

Nonfarm Ruins No DOE 

DeLestry letter source 
W.H. Over notes 
W.H. Over notes --
W.H. Over notes 
lvH 0-00 11, umecorded sites 
Molyneaux et al 1995 

t---- -·-

Oliver el a! 1996 
Barnum 2000 
Kapler 2002 --
Downing 2007 
Lueck et al 1984 
Falk et al 1986 
Site 39WW1 5 NR Eligible 
DOT Str. #65-005-025 NE 
Mi lwaukee Rei Bridge I NR Eligible 

Milwaukee Rei Bridge 2 NE 
-No DOE= No Determmalton of El!gtbtl tly (Unevaluated); NE= Not Ehgtble; NR Eltgtble= Eltgtblc to the 

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP); NR listed= placed on the NRHP; SR listed=placed on State 
Register 
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s 11-266 
Pg.3 

This concludes your archaeological record search and I have enclosed aerials and quadrangle 
maps of the Mobridge quadrangle showing the site, survey and structure locations . State Historic 
Preservation Offi ce guidelines require listing al l si tes, structures and surveys within a mile of a 
project area. Researchers/contractors must be aware that lack of sites or surveys at a pat1icular 
location does not mean the project site may not need a Class III archaeological resources survey 
by a quali fied archaeologist. The SHPO has set an arbitrary date of 1982 as the cut-off for 
previous surveys to be considered valid and not require a new survey. This arbitrary elate does not 
grandfather in inadequate surveys. The SHPO has also established a policy that a fi le search is 
valid for six months prior to the submission of the report. 

The purpose of the Level 1 archaeological records search is for infonna tional purposes only and 
does not cons titute compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966 (as amended) . This information must be submitted for review to Paige 1-loskinson­
Olson, Review and Compliance Coordinator, Office of the State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO), 900 Governors Drive, Pierre, SD, 57501. 

Sincerely, 

J<me P. Watts 
Records Manager 
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South Dakota Archaeological Research Center 
GIS Database 

Cil)' cr Mabrid:1c 
Sit<:s and Sul ~<!'f!; 

0 ,'31/2011 
Warnlngl Tnl& data'> Ofelln muy <Jnd not intcndo:.l f<T pw c u&e or d!W(ayt 
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South Dakota Archaeo.logical Research Center 
GIS Database 
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FROM OlJR FILES 

~.:Ne.w, lOO,OOO· gallon· water tower to be built 
100 ·years dQO 

•!·•-v 1'"l' 'f.n1' !'die..., '• .J ·~ 

The conmict for t~1e -new 
lCO,OC.tl gallon w<:tcr tunk to 
be pUL up in Mobri.dge \Vas 
!et VJcdnesday to the Des 
Moirl~:l Bddge i b\i:t Works. 
'fhe tower will be 100 fee1 high 
with a six foot diameter pipe 
lez.din~ up tv ir.. This t(lwer will 
be the largest standpipe on the 
Missouri River and promises 
sufficient water su~ply for · 
Mobridge for some time. 

The standpipe will cost 
the Mobridge citizens about 
$2,700. Verne Bickelhaupt, of 
this city, is an employee of 
the company that secured the 
contract. 

90 years ago 
May 11, 1922 

A new machine with which 
to put a chocolate lining in 
ice cream cories was demon­
strated at the Olson Pharmacy 
this week. The machine is 
easily operated and the lining 
of chocolate makes the cone 
much m ore palatable than the 
ordina;y cone. Alex, Lecln and 
Oliver Hooper, wl!o are now 
attendiug the state university 
at Vermillion, have the state 
agency and they expect to sell 
these machines throughout 

the state at the close of the 
school year. · 

80 ,years ago 
May 19, ~932 

Dr. H. Mann moved his 
office and equipment the 
first of the week from his old 
location in the Mascot build­
ing to 412 Main Street, the 
building which was recently 
re-arranged to make suitable 
office space. Th~ building was 
formerly occupied by Marin's 
Shoppe and has been com­
pletely changed to make a fine 
suite of rooms for the practice 
of dentistry. 

70 years ago 
May 14, 1942 

Mobridge qualified seven 
men for the state class B high 
school track and field meet 
to be held in Huron Saturday 
in garnering 43 points to win 
the Region II finals held here 
Saturday afternoon. They are: 
Arthur Larson, Wm. Deer,­
Johnny Sefried, Robert Voor­
hees, Donald Coutts, Pat Mor­
rison and Eugene Hansen. 

60 years ago 
May 15, 1952 

Winners in last week's 

seco~d-rou~a playoff of the 
local Explorer troop's ping­
pong tournament were Pete 
Bollinger, Don r--Jiedringhaus, 
John Leff, Jini. Brown, Herbert 
McClellan' and Ass~stant Advi­
sor Ned Harris. Finals are to be 
played sometime this week. 

. . .. 

50 years ago . 
May 17, 1962 

A fire at the Trail Cafe on 
West Grand Crossing in Mo­
bridge a few minutes before 
seven o'clock-Tuesday morning 
was extinguished by the wait­
resses and cooks at the round­
the-clock truck stop before the 
Mobridge Fire Department 
arrived on the scene. 

In the Region 2 track meet in 
Mobridge Saturday afternoon, 
Bob Heck broke the 440-yard 
dash record, was a member of 
the record-breaking 880-yard 
relay team and also won the 
discus and half mile. Merle 
Werner won the 100 and 220 
and ran on the record-break­
ing sprint medley and 880 re­
lay teams. Don Brown won the 
high and low hurdles and was 
on both the_ record -breaking 
relay teams. · 

40 years ago 
May 11, 1972 

LETIERS TO THE EDITOR 

lA7-r1ta-r h ~ ~ n ~1:r~r hPPn nrolJ.nPr 
- --------· -·-· - -. - -· 

The Linda Dent T u m er 
Kidney Fund received a boost 
when Mrs. Hazel Grayce John­
son, treasurer of the Mobridge 
Education Association. pre­
sented a check for $400 from 
the MEA to Clarence (Sandy) 
Huffman, chairman of the 
fund drive. 

30 years ago 
May 12, 1982 

Superintendent Iro Mogen 
read a letter from High School 
Principal Mike Bezenek at the 
school board meeting Tuesday 
night which called for elimina­
tion of the prom, substituting 
a dance only without deco­
rations or cutting the prom 
budget to $500. 

Half the decorations were 
destroyed and only 50 ofthe 
96 who signed up for the prom 
were in attendance one hour 
after the prom began, Bezenek 
said. Two hours after the prom 
began only 20 remained. The 
band played its last number 
about 11:40 p .m. with 16 guests 
left. 

20 years ago 
May 13, 1992 

The Scherr twins are coming 
back into the wrestling spot­
light again. 

Bill Scherr, 30, of Evanston, 

tnished first at 220 pounds in 
a national freestyle wrestling 
tournament at Las Vegas, Nev., 
according to Frank Jr. 

Bill Scherr will compete in 
a regional ladder tournament 
May 20-23 in Philadelphia, 
PA, in hopes of making the 
U.S. Olympic team. Scherr is 
ranked second in his weight 
class. Bill Scherr finished 
third at 220 pounds at the 
1988 Olympic Games in Seoul, 
South Korea. 

10 years ago 
May 151, 2002 

Principal Mike Bezenek has 
roamed the halls of Mobridge 
High School encouraging, 
facilitating, organizing, com­
municating and acting as an 
advocate for students and 
teachers for 25 years. This is 
the last year he can be found 
sitting behind the desk in the 
principal's office in the school, 
because he is retiring. 

The Lady Tigers are the 
Region.7B golf champions 
after cruising past the com­
petition on Monday. They will 
play in the State B Golf Meet 
in Rapid City on Monday and 
Tuesday. Team members arc 
Emily Rieck, Kristi·Bosch, 
Traci Hochhalter and Brianna 
Hatch. 

-Betty Street-

I 
Ill, son of Frank Jr. and Jan 
Scherr of Mobridge, recently 

We welcome letters to the editor that are written exclusively 

to the Mobridge Tribune. Please try to limit them to 250 words. 
All are subject to editing and condensation. For verificati<_:>n 
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3.5 STORAGE 

The City currently has two elevated storage facilities in service and a clearwell at the Water 

Treatm ent Plant. A 1 00,000-gallon e eva ted water reservoir was put into service in 

approximately 1912 with an overflow elevation of approximately 1, 788 feet. A photograph of 

the 100,000-gallon tank is shown in Figure 3.6. Because of the age of this tanK, It is considered 

to be near or past the end of its useful life. The second storage tank being utilized is a 500,000-

gallon elevated water reservoir with an overflow elevation of approximately 1,790 feet. This 

tank was constmcted in approximately 1950. A photograph of the 500,000-gallon tank is shown 

in Figure 3. 7. The 1 00,000-gallon clearwell is part of the Water Treatment Plant. Water is 

pumped to the distribution system by 45HP, 60HP, and 75HP high service pumps controlled by 

the water elevation of either the 1 00,000-gallon or 500,000-gallon elevated tank. As part of the 

Intake Rehabilitation Proj ect, a back-up generator was installed allowing the City to utilize this 

storage in the event of a power outage. At this time, no recommended improvements or 

rehabilitation of the 1 00,000-gallon clearwell is anticipated. 

The 1 00,000-gallon elevated tank currently has an overflow elevation that is a roximately two 

feel lower than that of the 500,000-gallon elevated tank. The City has noted equalization 

2!;£_blems in the pi!§! and 500,000-gallon tank cannot be filled to capacity due to the fact is 

ossible to overflow the 100 000-gallon tank 

The City has maintained the 500,000-gallon tank in past years, but the tank is in need of 

rehabilitation . The rehabi litation would include interior and exterior coatings along with OSHA 

upgrades. The OSHA upgrades would include changes to the tank vent to add another access 

point, adding a step-off platform to the tank rail ing/latter, adding railings around the roof access 

hatches, and adding a safety grate to the riser pipe. The work would also include the addition of 

a recirculation pump to help prevent tank freeze-up and removal and replacement of electrical 

fixtures. 
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

AMONG THE SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

THE SOUTH DAKOTA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

AND 
CITY OF MOBRIDGE 

REGARDING THE 
DEMOLITION OF THE EXISTING WATER TOWER AND CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW 

WATER TOWER 

WHEREAS, the City of Mobridge, SD plans to construct an elevated water storage tank 
funded in part through the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) program and an EPA 
Special Appropriation Act grant; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides funds 
to the South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) for the SRF 
Program. DENR oversees the SRF program and cooperates with EPA to assure compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA); and 

WHEREAS, DENR is considering providing a SRF loan for the construction of a new 
water tower for the City of Mobridge, South Dakota (Applicant) pursuant to the Safe Drinking 
Water Act; and 

WHEREAS, the EPA administers Special Appropriation Act grants for water 
infrastructure projects and has responsibility for compliance with Section I 06 of the NHP A; and 

WHEREAS, the undertaking consists of removal of the existing water tower and 
construction of a new water tower and minor repairs to a separate water tower; and 

WHEREAS, DENR and EPA have defmed the undertaking's area of potential effect 
(APE) as the immediate lot site and the area immediately surrounding the site; and 

WHEREAS, DENR and EPA have determined that the undertaking will have an adverse 
effect on the water tower located at Block 9, of the Northeast Y. of Section 30, Township 124 
North, Range 79 West in the City of Mobridge, South Dakota, which is eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places and has consulted with the South Dakota State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO) pursuant to 36 C.F.R. part 800, of the regulations implementing Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. § 470f); and 

WHEREAS, DENR has consulted with the Applicant regarding the effects of the 
undertaking on historic properties and has invited them to sign this MOA as an invited signatory; 
and 
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WHEREAS, in accordance with 36 C.F.R. § 800.6(a)(l), DENR has notified the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) of its adverse effect determination with 
specified documentation and the ACHP has chosen not to participate in the consultation pursuant 
to 36 CFR § 800.6(a)(l)(iii); and 

NOW, THEREFORE, DENR, EPA, the Applicant and the SHPO agree that the 
undertaking shall be implemented in accordance with the following stipulations in order to take 
into account the effect of the undertaking on historic properties. 

STIPULATIONS 
DENR and EPA shall ensure that the following measures are carried out in order to mitigate 
adverse effects on historic properties: 

A. The Applicant will conduct a search of their files for any existing reports, photographs, 
drawings, plans, or similar documents related to the water tower. If the Applicant locates any 
publically-available documents related to the water tower and access to those documents is not 
otherwise restricted by federal or state law, the Applicant will either submit the original, if 
possible, or one copy of those documents to the SHPO. If the Applicant locates any historic 
photographs of the water tower in their files, the Applicant will scan the images at 600 dpi, saved 
as TIFFs, and submitted on a CD along with any other records related to the water tower. 

B. The Applicant will also submit digital photographic documentation of the water tower to the 
SHPO. The photographs should be at least 2000x3000 pixels at 300 dpi, saved as TIFFs, and 
submitted to the SHPO on a CD. Photographs should include full views of the water tower from 
multiple directions as well as close-ups of any other distinctive features, such as any builder 
plates or the structural system. SHPO must approve the documentation prior to the demolition of 
the water tower. 

C. DURATION. This MOA will be null and void if its terms are not carried out within two (2) 
years from the date of its execution or until such time the funds for this particular project are 
disbursed. Prior to such time, DENR may consult with the other signatories to reconsider the 
terms of the MOA and amend it in accordance with Section E. below. 

D. DISPUTE RESOLUTION. Should any signatory or concurring partyto this MOA object at 
any time to any actions proposed or the manner in which the terms of this MOA are 
implemented, DENR shall consult with such party to resolve the objection. If DENR determines 
that such objection cannot be resolved, DENR will: 

I. Forward all documentation relevant to the dispute, including DENR's proposed 
resolution, to the ACHP. DENR will seek the ACHP's advice on the resolution of the 
objection and provide ACHP a thirty (30) day time period to respond after receiving 
adequate documentation. Prior to reaching a final decision on the dispute, DENR shall 
prepare a written response that takes into account any timely advice or comments 
regarding the dispute from the ACHP, signatories and concurring parties, and provide 
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them with a copy of this written response. DENR will then proceed according to its final 
decision. 

2. If the ACHP does not provide its advice regarding the dispute within the thirty (30) 
day time period, DENR may make a final decision on the dispute and proceed 
accordingly. Prior to reaching such a fmal decision, DENR shall prepare a written 
response that takes into account any timely comments regarding the dispute from the 
signatories and concurring parties to the MOA, and provide them and the ACHP with a 
copy of such written response. 

3. DENR's responsibility to carry out all other actions subject to the terms of this MOA 
that are not the subject of the dispute remain unchanged. 

E. AMENDMENTS. This MOA may be amended when such an amendment is agreed to in 
writing by all signatories. The amendment will be effective on the date DENR files with ACHP a 
copy signed by all of the signatories. 

F. TERMINATION. If any signatory to this MOA determines that its terms will not or cannot 
be carried out, that party shall immediately consult with the other parties to attempt to develop an 
amendment as provided in Section E., above. If within thirty (30) days (or another time period 
agreed to by all signatories) an amendment cannot be reached, any signatory may terminate the 
MOA upon written notification to the other signatories. 

Once the MOA is terminated, and prior to work continuing on the undertaking, DENR must 
either (a) execute an MOA pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.6 or (b) request, take into account, and 
respond to the comments of the ACHP under 36 CFR § 800.7. DENR shall notify the signatories 
as to the course of action it will pursue. 

Execution of this MOA by DENR, the EPA, the Applicant and the SHPO and implementation of 
its terms evidence that DENR has taken into account the effects of this undertaking on historic 
properties and afforded the ACHP an opportunity to comment. 

SIGNATORIES: 
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' ' 

SD DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT 
AND TURAL RESOURCES 

'rf Date: /O -9 -I?.. 
David Templeton, irector 
Division of Financial and Technical Assistance 
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

JayD ogt 0 
State ~s=Preservation Officer 

Date: OOJ -II.{~ 2...0 t2-
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Jamie Di rle, Mayor 
City of Mobridge 
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Date: l b - \ - \ 7.. 



U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

n_ "-~ Date: _ct'-'---h~c_c.:_l~_ 
Howard M. Cantor,~ 
Assistant Regional Administrator 
Office of Partnerships and Regulatory Assistance 
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