Lead Safety for Renovation, Repair, and Painting

Certified Renovator Refresher Training

Module 2 Instructor Notes

October 2011

Overview of this module: The table below summarizes the content and teaching methods for this module. This is for your reference. Do not cover this with the participants.

	Module 2: Testing for Lead-based Paint                               35 minutes

	· 2-1: Module 2: Testing for Lead-based Paint
· 2-2: How to Test for Lead-Based Paint 

· 2-3: Using EPA-Recognized Test Kits to Check for Lead-Based Paint

· 2-4: Paint Chip Sample Collection Method
· 2-5: Steps to Obtain Paint Chip Samples
· 2-6: Test Kit Hands-on (Skill Set #1)
· 2-7: Paint Chip Sample Collection Hands-on
	Key message: Test kits recognized by EPA can be used by Certified Renovators to check for lead-based paint. As an alternative, Certified Renovators may submit a paint chip sample to a NLLAP recognized laboratory for lead analysis.
Lecture: (10 minutes).

Exercise: (25 minutes).Test Kits and Paint Chip collection - participants will learn when and how to implement to ways to check for lead-based paint. See Skill Set #1.

Preparing for this module: Review materials in advance so you are familiar with Skill Set #1.




Slide 2-1: Module 2: Testing for Lead-based Paint                               
· The purpose of this module is to teach students when and how to use EPA-recognized test kits or as an alternative, collect a paint chip sample for lead analysis to determine if lead-based paint will affect renovation work. The module also provides hands-on practice in following the manufacturer’s instructions for some of the EPA-recognized test kits that are currently available as well as the procedures for collecting a paint chip sample.

· Announce the module and move quickly to the next slide.

Slide 2-2: How to Testing for Lead-Based Paint 
Review the slide and discuss the three methods of paint testing.

Emphasize the pros and cons of each type of testing.

Emphasize that Certified Renovators are allowed to use EPA-recognized test kits or, as an alternative, collect paint chip samples for lead analysis by a NLLAP-recognized entity. 
The list of acceptable test kits will change over time. Instructors (and Certified Renovators) will need to check EPA’s website and consult manufacturer’s instructions to determine how to use a specific kit.

Discussion: When should testing be conducted?  (Note that there may be no good conclusion for all cases.)

· The specific time to conduct paint testing is not specified in the RRP Rule, except that it must be done prior to any decision not to use lead-safe work practices. 

· Testing prior to the bid will allow the bid to contain all costs and information necessary for a complete price, but requires access to surfaces being renovated and an agreement to allow for intrusive sampling. This also adds extra cost to the preparation of the proposal.

· Testing after the contract is awarded does not provide the information needed to bid and could result in price changes and contract cancellation, but solves the access issues.

Slide 2-3: Using EPA-Recognized Test Kits to Check For Lead-Based Paint

· Use this slide to discuss how Certified Renovators can check for lead-based paint using EPA-recognized test kits. If unable or not allowed to test surfaces subject to disturbance, the renovator should use previous lead inspection data, if available, or assume that lead-based paint is present.  

· Check EPA’s website regularly for updated information on test kits and for a list of EPA-recognized test kits (visit www.epa.gov/lead and search keywords: EPA-Recognized Test Kit). 

· Demonstration: Instructor demonstrates use of an approved lead test kit on a painted surface.  Note that there are two commonly available test kit types that utilize chemicals that give different colors when lead is present. Demonstrate an example of each chemical kit type (rhodizonate and sulfide).

Note: Some state and local regulations may not allow Certified Renovators to test paint. In these states and localities presume that lead-based paint is present or rely on appropriately certified individuals to conduct testing. 

Slide 2-4: Paint Chip Sample Collection Method

· Use this slide to discuss how Certified Renovators can also check for lead-based paint by collecting a paint chip sample as an alternative to using EPA-recognized test kits.  As with test kits, if unable or not allowed to test surfaces subject to disturbance, the renovator should use previous lead inspection data, if available, or assume that lead-based paint is present.
· Note that paint chip samples should include all paint down to the substrate. Paint chip sampling is more difficult on hard substrates such as brick, concrete, and wood.

Please refer to the Paint Chip Sample Collection Guide (Appendix 9) 
2-5: Steps to Obtain Paint Chip Samples

Use this slide to review the detailed steps to obtain paint chip samples.

· Overview of paint chip sample collection:
· Step 1: Write required information and observations about the test location on the Paint Chip Sample Collection Form and Paint Chip Sample Container.
· Step 2: Mark the Collection Area either using a template or freehand.

· Step 3: Set up a Paint Collection Tray

· Step 4: Remove the Paint

· Step 5: Clean all cutting tools used during paint sample collection.

· Step 6: Transfer the Collected Sample to the Paint Collection Container.

· Step 7: Check documentation for completeness on the Paint Chip Sample Collection Form 
· Demonstration: Instructor demonstrates the method of collecting paint chip sample on a painted surface.
Slide 2-6: Test Kit Hands-on

Read this slide then review the instructor notes on Skill Set #1 and conduct the practical exercise. 
2-7: Paint Chip Sample Collection Hands-on

Read this slide and review the instructor notes on Skill Set # 1 and conduct the practical exercise.[image: image1.jpg]
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