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Dear Dr. Ganster:

Thank you and the Good Neighbor Environmental Board (GNEB) for the December 27, 2019
19th Report, Energy Production, Transportation and Demand in the Transborder Region:
Opportunities and Impacts. The Administration has prioritized reducing regulatory barriers to
the development of modern infrastructure while continuing to protect the environment. The
Administration appreciates the Board’s examination of the potential opportunities and impacts of
the dynamic energy sector in the United States-Mexico border region, including with regard to
cross-border energy infrastructure.

In particular, the report analyzes the energy needs of the border region, with attention to the
potential expansion and modernization of energy infrastructure, including cross-border
infrastructure, to meet the needs of the region. The report also assesses policies to improve
timeliness of Federal environmental review and permitting processes to facilitate important
energy investments in the region and engagement with local border communities. The report
also highlights important issues relating to the adequacy and reliability of energy supplies,
including production from conventional and renewable sources, as well as electricity
transmission, and considerations relating to permitting and compliance. The report also
addresses the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement. Additionally, the report identifies
considerations relating to the environment of the border region and recognizes the importance of
effective water management, including appropriate water reuse, to meet regional needs.

Looking ahead to the 20th Report, we support the GNEB’s proposal that the report address water
and wastewater infrastructure in the United States-Mexico border region. Our nation’s
investments in drinking water, wastewater, and water reuse are vital to our economic well-being
and the protection of public health and the environment. Given the potential benefits associated
with modernized infrastructure, including improved water quality and reliability of water
supplies, addressing improvements to water and wastewater infrastructure will assist both
countries in more efficiently managing the water resources in the United States-Mexico border
region.



Water scarcity is a real and pressing issue for many parts of the country, including the United
States-Mexico border region. To address this challenge, this Administration has been focused on
promoting increased coordination to improve water resource management. On October 19,

2018, President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum titled “Promoting the Reliable Supply
of Water in the West.” In this Presidential Memorandum, the President directed agencies to
“promote the expanded use of technology for improving the accuracy and reliability of water and
power deliveries,” including through “investment in technology and reduction of regulatory
burdens to enable broader scale use of recycled water” and “investment in programs that promote
and encourage innovation, research, and development of technology that improve water
management.”

We look forward to the GNEB’s specific recommendations on policy and regulatory approaches
to modernizing water and wastewater infrastructure in the United States-Mexico border region in
order to improve water quality and to support effective and efficient water resource management.

Thank you and the GNEB for your advice and important work. We look forward to your
forthcoming report and to continued engagement.

Sincerely,

Whawy B s

Mary B. Neumayr
Chairman

T Mr. Eugene Green, Designated Federal Officer, Good Neighbor Environmental Board,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		200227_ceq_letter_to_gneb_0.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



