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PREFACE 

 

 

The White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council is established by Executive Order 

14008, titled “Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad” (issued on January 27, 2021). 

As such, this is a non-discretionary committee and operate under the provisions of the Federal 

Advisory Committee Act (FACA), 5 U.S.C. App. 2. 

 

The WHEJAC will provide independent advice and recommendations to the Chair of the 

Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) and to the White House Interagency Council on 

Environmental Justice (Interagency Council), on how to increase the Federal Government’s 

efforts to address current and historic environmental injustice, including recommendations for 

updating Executive Order 12898.  The WHEJAC will provide advice and recommendations 

about broad cross-cutting issues related, but not limited to, issues of environmental justice and 

pollution reduction, energy, climate change mitigation and resiliency, environmental health and 

racial inequity.  The WHEJAC’s efforts will include a broad range of strategic scientific, 

technological, regulatory, community engagement, and economic issues related to 

environmental justice. 

 

The duties of the WHEJAC are to provide advice and recommendations to the Interagency 

Council and the Chair of CEQ on a whole-of-government approach to environmental justice, 

including but not limited to environmental justice in the following areas: 

 

a. Climate change mitigation, resilience, and disaster management. 

b. Toxics, pesticides, and pollution reduction in overburdened communities. 

c. Equitable conservation and public lands use. 

d. Tribal and Indigenous issues. 

e. Clean energy transition. 

f. Sustainable infrastructure, including clean water, transportation, and the built environment. 

g. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), enforcement and civil rights. 

h. Increasing the Federal Government’s efforts to address current and historic environmental 

injustice. 

 

EPA’s Office of Environmental Justice (OEJ) maintains summary reports of all WHEJAC 

meetings, which are available on the WHEJAC website at:  

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/white-house-environmental-justice-advisory-council.  

Copies of materials distributed during WHEJAC meetings are also available  to the public upon 

request.  Comments or questions can be directed via e-mail to whejac@epa.gov. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/white-house-environmental-justice-advisory-council
mailto:whejac@epa.gov.
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WHITE HOUSE ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ADVISORY COUNCIL (WHEJAC) 

VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING 

MARCH 30, 2021 

 

MEETING SUMMARY 

 

The White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council (WHEJAC) convened via Zoom 

meeting on Wednesday, March 30, 2021.  This summary covers WHEJAC members’ 

deliberations during the meeting and the discussions during the public comment period. 

 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez, Senior Director for Environmental Justice, Council on Environmental 

Quality (CEQ), welcomed everyone to the very first White House Environmental Justice 

Advisory Council meeting.  She stated that this was a momentous and historical occasion to 

stand up this inaugural committee and expressed appreciation for all the members agreeing to 

serve on the committee.   

 

Ms. Karen Martin, Designated Federal Officer, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), delivered a brief statement regarding the federal advisory committee meeting 

protocols.   

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez introduced and played the welcome video from the Vice President 

Kamala Harris.    

 

Vice President Kamala Harris, White House, via video, addressed the committee as such:  

"Welcome to the first meeting of the very first White House Environmental Justice Advisory 

Council.  Some of you have been speaking truth about environmental justice for decades.  

Others here are speaking out on behalf of a generation that’s fighting for your very future on 

this planet.  And today, all of you are making history.  The President and I are committed to 

addressing environmental justice and environmental injustice in everything we do.  Because 

we know we cannot achieve health justice, economic justice, racial justice or educational 
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justice without environmental justice.  And we are confident that the work you do as members 

of this Council will help our administration help Americans across our country.  We need 

your insight, your expertise, your lived experience.  We need your ideas and your 

recommendations.  Basically, we need you, period.   

 

And, you know, I’ve been doing this work a long time, 16 years ago, in fact, as district 

attorney of San Francisco.  I created the office’s first Environmental Justice Unit to take on 

polluters.  And then I continued the work as Attorney General of California and obviously as 

United States Senator and now as Vice President.  And over the years, I’ve seen firsthand 

how dedicated the folks are who are committed to this work, and how critical this work is.  

So, on behalf of our nation, thank you all for joining this historic White House Environmental 

Justice Advisory Council.  I look forward to meeting you and working with you and have a 

productive meeting and take care.  See you soon.” Video Link: 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/white-house-environmental-justice-advisory-

council 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez reiterated that this Administration has placed environmental justice as 

a top priority, moving forward to build a healthy and viable set of environmental policies, 

energy polices, health policies and climate polices to address the issues of the most 

vulnerable communities.  She introduced Ms. Gina McCarthy.  She stated that Ms. McCarthy 

is the first White House National Climate Advisor, a historic position, to address climate 

across all the federal agencies and to ensure that climate impacts are addressed in vulnerable 

communities.   

 

Ms. Gina McCarthy, National Climate Advisor, White House, began stating that the 

challenge of environmental justice is the challenge of climate justice and challenges to be 

faced together.  She explained that the committee is not just looking at environmental justice, 

but justice and equity across all works of all agencies.  She stated that President Biden made a 

commitment to 40 percent of clean energy investments to benefit environmental justice 

communities and the people of those communities.  She stated that the commitment and 

understanding of how racial issues and equity issues injustice have to be integrated into the 

framing of all of the work across the government.  Whether it is the frame that you have 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/white-house-environmental-justice-advisory-council
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/white-house-environmental-justice-advisory-council
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brought to the table before, it must be the framing you bring today.  She stated that the 

Council has an outside potential and opportunity, and the Administration’s first role will be to 

listen before acting.  She stressed that for far too long it’s been the communities that are now 

represented that have not been listened to before.  And it is those communities that have been 

disinvested systemically, not by accident, that we need to get our arms around, understand, 

and move forward with one vision of the future that is safe, healthier, opportunity laden and 

hopeful for everyone.   

 

Ms. McCarthy advised that the President was scheduled to address how the focus is not just 

growing the economy but growing the economy for everyone and making it available to 

everyone, not just the chosen few.   She expressed her excitement in working with a Cabinet 

that is more diverse than it has ever been in the history of the United States of America.  She 

stated that it is a future that brings different views to the table that the committee will help 

guide.  She closed thanking the committee and expressing her delight to see the familiar faces 

of champions to work with.  Ms. McCarthy turned the floor over to Michael Regan, U.S. 

EPA Administrator for remarks. 

 

Mr. Michael Regan, Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), opened 

reiterating the appropriateness of the committee due to their body of works and courage to 

speak truth to power.  He stated that environmental justice has found it rightful place at the 

center of the White House’s agenda.  He expressed his gratitude to the Council, as well as 

President Biden, for recognizing the interconnected crisis facing our Black, Latinx, Tribal 

and low income communities.  He mentioned that President Biden’s agenda is to rebuild 

stronger policies to make groundbreaking investments that will cut pollution from the power 

sector, modernize water infrastructure and clean up legacy pollution that has gone 

unaddressed for far too long in many communities of color.  He stated that this investment 

strategy would complement, not replace, EPA’s commitment to use its authority under the 

Clean Air Act to reduce harmful air pollution from powerplant smokestacks.  He emphasized 

that even if the administration or Congress decide to pursue a clean energy standard, EPA 

will continue to use its authority to clean up powerplants.  He stated that as the President has 

clearly mandated, equity will be a central consideration across the board in all of the policy 

and regulatory thinking.  He also mentioned a commitment to strengthening the enforcement 
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of the Bedrock Environmental Laws and the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act to ensure 

violations in environmental justice communities do not go unpunished. 

 

Administrator Regan shared a read-out from a meeting with the NEJAC members committee, 

whose perspectives have been essential to shaping EPA’s environmental justice work.  He 

shared that there were lengthy discussions about multiple way frontline workers, especially 

farm workers, have been affected by the pandemic, and the current and future economic 

reality facing communities as we transition to a new, cleaner economy.  He stated that 

members spoke about struggles with cities and states making decisions that directly affect 

communities of environmental justice concern.  The NEJAC members expressed an urgency 

of EPA to be more active in supporting states in their environmental efforts, especially to 

prioritize greater funding for the cleanup of contamination, from Brownfields to hazardous 

legacy sites, to ongoing wastes and military sites.  He also shared the enthusiasm and 

optimism of the NEJAC committee for the President’s whole-of-government philosophy in 

fighting environmental injustice, especially given how the issues of race, climate and equity 

are so deeply interwoven.  He said that they spoke about the need for justice and funding, 

starting with how the American Rescue Plan, which earmarks 5 million dollars for states and 

local environmental justice programs, should be spent to maximize its impact on community-

led efforts to change the conditions on the ground.  He explained that issues were raised that 

spanned the gamut of enforcement and reconsideration of rules to the impact of pollution on 

community in the country’s border areas, and the need for more resources to advance 

environmental justice within and outside the government.  He stated that NEJAC has sets the 

standard for authenticity and engagement for federal advisory committees and many of its 

past and present members are part of the WHEJAC.  He stated that collaboration with the 

WHEJAC committee will enhance the ability of the White House and the entire U.S. 

government to hear the perspectives that has long been provided to EPA.  He closed 

expressing enthusiasm in continuing to build a relationship with the Council and working 

collaboratively on the NEJAC recommendations that are critical to the shared mission with 

the WHEJAC. 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez thanked Administrator Regan and Ms. McCarthy for illustrating and 

demonstrating how environmental justice is going to be a fundamental part of the 
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Administration’s priority.   

 

Ms. Karen Martin, DFO, went through a brief overview of agenda and informed the 

meeting participants that the agenda is posted on the WHEJAC website at 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/white-house-environmental-justice-advisory-

council.  She informed that the video from Vice President Kamala Harris could also be found 

on the WHEJAC website.   

 

INTRODUCTION OF WHEJAC MEMBERS & OVERVIEW OF WHEJAC MISSION 

 

Mr. Richard Moore, WHEJAC Co-Chair, opened acknowledging that this is a very 

historical moment in the long history of the environmental and economic justice movement.  

He spoke in remembrance of the elders who celebrated the first People of Color Summit, 

noting that they are smiling down on the Summit’s celebration of the 30th year anniversary 

this year.  He recapped instances of the summit where several important things took place.  

He stated that environmental and conservationism was redefined as where we live, where we 

play, where we work, where we pray, and where we go to school and where we learn.  He 

explained that this is very crucial to this WHEJAC moment in history.  He closed with 

sentiments of looking forward to working with the Council and Administration as well as his 

Co-Chair, Peggy Shepard, to move the agenda forward. 

 

Ms. Peggy Shepard, WHEJAC Co-Chair, acknowledge that she has been working in New 

York City since the late 80’s to achieve environmental justice.  She stated that she has been 

working with colleagues in the National Environment Justice Movement for the past 30 

years.  And since the first People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit where they 

developed the 17 principles of Environmental Justice, which are really critical to 

understanding a perspective on the range of environmental and climate issues.  She stated that 

she was optimistic and enthusiastic to help lead efforts to center equity and justice in all 

government policies.  She expressed gratitude in seeing so many colleagues, old and new 

friends, and looking forward to working with everyone to make a real difference. 

 

Ms. Katherine Flowers, WHEJAC Vice Co-Chair, stated that it is a very historic and 
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meaningful moment for her to be in the company of those whom she have admired for many 

years.  She stated that she was in Montgomery Alabama, and that she was looking forward to 

the opportunity to also make sure that we lift up the voices of people living in rural 

communities throughout the united states.  She explained that these communities have been 

left out of all decisions when it comes to having access to the basic kind of infrastructure 

needs that is expected to be found in America at this particular point in time.  The thanked the 

Council for being here. 

 

Ms. Carletta Tilousi, WHEJAC Vice Co-Chair, stated that her tribe was located in Grand 

Canyon, Arizona.  She shared that she was honored being selected as one of the vice chairs 

on this historic committee.  She noted that her village has been fighting against uranium 

development since her childhood, and she grew up in this movement to protect the water for 

all generations to come.  She stated that her tribe was a small tribe in the bottom of the Grand 

Canyon, basically far away from the city, but the pollution is reaching them very slowly.  She 

explained that this has been an ongoing commitment of her people and herself since 

childhood.  She ended expressing hopes that she can bring skills and knowledge to the table 

for this Administration.  She ended with a quote, “Together we are stronger.”   

 

Ms. Karen Martin, DFO, allowed the other WHEJAC members to introduce themselves.    

Ms. Martin announced that a quorum was met and turned the meeting back over to Dr. 

Martinez for an overview of the WHEJAC mission. 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez began, explaining that President Biden signed Executive Order 14008 

on January 27th.  That Executive Order jump started efforts to prioritize environmental 

justice communities as we rebuild our economy and mobilize and build a clean energy 

economy that creates good jobs.  And turning our vulnerable communities that have been 

historically marginalized and overburdened, into healthy thriving communities.  At the same 

time, the Executive Order issues efforts to try and undertake robust actions to mitigate 

climate change, while preparing for the impact of climate change across rural, urban, and 

tribal areas.  She stated that agencies shall make achieving environmental justice part of their 

mission by developing program, policies, and activities to address the disproportionately high 

and adverse human health environmental, climate-related and other cumulative impact on our 

vulnerable communities.  She explained that this was the center point of Executive Order 
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14008 and that it placed environmental justice at the center of the President's agenda.   

 

Dr. Martinez explained that Justice40 is a goal that 40 percent of the overall benefits of 

federal investments will flow to vulnerable communities in clean energy and energy 

efficiency, in clean transit and affordable and sustainable housing, and training and workforce 

development, and importantly in the remediation and reduction of legacy pollution in many 

of our communities, as well as the development of critical clean water infrastructure.  She 

went on to say that the recommendations that the Council will provide to Justice40 will help 

to move towards making sure that Justice40 becomes a very strong program in the federal 

government.   

 

Dr. Martinez added that Executive Order 14008 establishes an Environmental Justice 

Interagency Council to develop a strategy to address current and historic environmental 

justice.  The Interagency Council will also develop clear performance metrics to insure 

accountability of the federal government and be responsible for publishing an annual public 

performance scorecard on its implementation.  She explained that Executive Order 12898, the 

pillar of Environmental Justice since 1994, established the Environmental Justice Interagency 

working group convened by the EPA and almost 30 years later, it is time to update and 

modernize that Executive Order.  She stated that the Interagency Council will build off of the 

incredible work the Interagency Working Group has done over the last almost 30 years 

thanks to the dedicated career staff that have kept environmental justice an important 

consideration in the federal family.   

 

Dr. Martinez continued to explain that, of course, Executive Order 14008 established this 

body, the White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council (WHEJAC), to provide 

recommendations to the Interagency Council, helping to be the centerpiece for a whole-of-

government approach to environmental justice.  She stated that the Council’s mission is to 

advise on how to increase and support the federal government to address current and historic 

environmental injustice.  She noted some of the deliverables and priorities the Council would 

be providing recommendations for are updating Executive Order 12898, sharing 

understanding on how to develop a geospatial climate, advising on the economic justice 

screening tool, strengthening the enforcement of environmental violations and 
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disproportionate impact on underserved communities, creating a community notification 

program to provide real-time data to the public on current environmental pollution, and 

developing a comprehensive environmental justice enforcement strategy at the Department of 

Justice to provide timely remedies for systemic environmental violations and 

contaminations.  She went on to explain that the WHEJAC members were selected for their 

vast experience and demonstrated commitment to the environmental justice communities.  

Stating that their presence is as an advisory role to CEQ and to the highest levels of 

government on environmental justice, and to serve the nation's most vulnerable.  She also 

stated that there are many people across the environmental justice landscape that have the 

community and experienced credentials to serve on the Council, and the hopes is to continue 

to add members to build the Council’s capacity on issue expertise and diversity, to ensure that 

community voices can and will be heard at the table.   

 

She closed advising the Council that they were appointed by the President of the United 

States and that the Administration is truly grateful for their willingness to serve.  She stated 

that there will be a considerable amount of work in the days ahead.  She stated that on behalf 

of Karen, herself, CEQ team, EPA team, many fellow colleagues in different agencies, that 

they very much look forward to working with the Council on the road ahead. 

 

Dr. Martinez introduced the Justic40 Initiative as a landmark initiative of President Biden and 

Vice President Harris.  She stated that the Council will hear from speakers who are helping to 

push the Justice40 Initiative forward.   

 

JUSTICE40 INITIATIVE - 40% Investment Benefits 

 

Ms. Candace Vahlsing, Associate Director for Climate, Energy, Environment and Science, 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB), opened affirming that it is an honor to participate 

in this historical event today.  She reiterated that in the Executive Order, the President 

committed to deliver environmental justice in communities across the county while creating 

good paying jobs.  She explained that delivering on those promises include making decisions 

that are driven by data and science, targeting resources in a way that are consistent with 

environmental justice, climate justice and economic justice.  She stated that one of the most 
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effective tools we have, to turn disadvantaged communities that have been historically 

marginalized and overburdened into healthy thriving communities, is Justice40, to ensure we 

grow good paying jobs and a just economy. 

 

Ms. Vahlsing continued to explain Justice40.  She stated that in President Biden’s first week, 

he committed to directing 40 percent of the benefits of climate and clean energy 

infrastructure investments to disadvantaged communities that have been marginalized and 

overburdened.  She noted that eligible investments include climate change, clean energy, 

energy efficiency, clean transit, affordable and sustainable housing, training and workforce 

development, remediation and reduction of legacy pollution and the development of a critical 

clean water infrastructure.  She displayed examples of applications of Justice40 and 

highlighted a few:  existing funding that is not already allocated, the American Rescue Plan 

of 2021, noting that has 1.9 trillion dollars of funding and targeting part of that benefit 

towards environmental justice communities is in the works.  She noted a third is the 

President's budget, which will be released soon. 

 

Ms. Vahlsing shared that in terms of ongoing work, there is a lot to do.  She highlighted a few 

of the works in progress.  She stated that the first thing is identifying a baseline and existing 

programs to achieve Justice40.  That includes selecting government-led budget data and 

performance information that will provide a framework towards how we implement Justice40 

and measure benefits, adding, being mindful of related workstreams on the implementation of 

Justic40 and other executive orders including executive orders on racial equity, the 

intergovernmental working group on coal powerplant communities and economy 

revitalization.  She stressed that the mission is collaboration across the whole of government. 

 

Ms. Vahlsing went on explaining that soon will begin the process of developing interim 

guidance for agencies on how to implement Justice40 as there is a 120-day timeline in the 

Executive Order.  She added that the team is considering options for the environmental 

justice scorecards to ensure accountability for achieving Justice40, and that they are learning 

from states with similar existing efforts to ensure the best information is taken into account.  

She closed advising that OMB is looking forward to consulting with the WHEJAC committee 

and thanked the committee for their time and service. 



15  

 

Ms. Shalanda Baker, Deputy Director for Energy Justice, U.S. Department of Energy 

(DOE), took the floor as the next speaker to talk about where we’ve been, where we are and 

where we’re going.  She acknowledged the committee’s advocacy and scholarship over the 

last 30 years, and some would say 40 or 50 years.  She noted that we wouldn't be here in this 

moment, where there is a position called the Deputy Director for Energy Justice at the 

Department of Energy, without the committee’s advocacy. 

 

Ms. Baker began with where DOE is currently.  She noted that there is a new role that was 

created to help facilitate the Justice40 initiative at DOE.  She reminded everyone that there is 

a 41 billion dollars budget at the Department of Energy, and that a lot of work revolved 

around research and development as well as deployment of energy resources on the 

ground.  She stated that the question she had, when she joined the Department of Energy, was 

how do we bring justice to scale across this massive complex that includes 14 thousand 

employees and almost 100 thousand people in labs around the country?  She stated that the 

works started was to evaluate justice in every aspect of the work at the Department of 

Energy, from procurement, to grants, to policies, to processes and programs.  She stated that 

as one of the persons sitting amidst all of these executive orders, she’s not only helping to 

execute Executive Order 14008, but also 13985, which is the Equity Order.  She stated that 

she is delighted to hold all of that work as a separate total advisor on equity.   

 

Ms. Baker continued to say, the question of how do we bring justice to scale across DOE will 

be reflected in some of the outputs.  She explained her 100-day project is the Justice40 

Dashboard.  She stated the Justice40 Dashboard will be a public-facing dashboard for 

everyone in the world to see how DOE is spending its money.  And that’s a broad crosscut 

against all of the things being done, and will evaluate the procurements, the grants and 

program dollars.  She noted that this will allow people to see where DOE is spending money 

at a zip code level and encouraged everyone to keep their eyes open for that. 

 

Ms. Baker also shared that DOE is engaging in stakeholder engagement.  And that 

conversations with various stakeholder groups were started and will continuing through 

roundtables with Secretary Granholm, as well as ongoing engagements on a more 
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individualized basis with certain movement leaders.  She noted that many of the committee 

members have been working tirelessly since they’ve learned about Justice40, when it was 

called Environmental Justice40 in the campaign, and planning for this moment which is 

historic in nature.  She advised the group that this is the moment everyone has been waiting 

and fighting so hard for.   

 

Ms. Baker discussed that there are some serious gaps to fill, and energy burden is something 

that plagues communities of color and frontline environmental justice communities.  These 

communities are paying a lot for electricity.  She stated that getting at the issues with respect 

to energy burden is one part of the broader set of issues that will be evaluated.  Noting that 

DOE will look at how to leverage resources to increase the amount of distributed energy 

resources, clean energy resources that are going on the grid in frontline communities.  She 

stated that the goal is deeper resiliency, economic security, and filling the gap that has been 

created by this pandemic, which has really devastated frontline communities around the 

country.  She encouraged the committee to keep her accountable and to stick with her through 

this very difficult work.  She ended with a repeat of the question of how do we bring justice 

to scale both inside DOE and in the programs that are executed outside of it?  She urged the 

committee to keep their eyes open for the dashboard which will be coming out on day 100. 

 

Mr. Christopher Coes, Acting Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, U.S. 

Department of Transportation (DOT), took the floor as the next speaker to discuss what they 

are doing at the Department of Transportation on Justice40.  Mr. Coes started with explaining 

that within his portfolio he helps advise the Secretary on any type of service reauthorization, 

recovery package as well as on a number of discretionary current programs.  Prior to joining 

USDOT he worked over ten years in Smart Growth America, working on environmental 

justice.  He went on to explain that transportation has a fundamental role in how we get 

around communities.  He noted that there is a historical element that has driven a lot of 

environmental challenges that are still faced today.  He expressed his distinct honor to 

represent Secretary Buttigieg and fellow colleagues at DOT and share a few key highlights on 

plans to advance transportation equity, including environmental justice.   

 

Mr. Coes continued on to say in response to President Biden’s Executive Orders, USDOT 
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immediately created an Executive Leadership Team to guide overall implementation.  He 

noted that this demonstrates commitment from the Secretary level as well as middle 

administrators, whether it’s transit administration or highway administration, as well as 

research and budget teams.  He stated that a serious deep dive is being taken into DOT’s 

internal and external practices, and how those practices impact and advance transportation 

equity.  He shared that there are a number of key areas to identify as DOT has been, in these 

areas, on the forefront trying to mitigate environmental justice issues.   

 

Mr. Coes noted posed the question, how can we actually create transition policies that 

actually elevate environmental justice issues versus being in mitigation?  He noted that as 

part of that question, six workstreams were identified:  Data assessment, workforce 

development, stakeholder engagement, innovation as well as budget, as key areas of focus.  

He explained that it was recognized that these were not issues that DOT could discuss 

internally and engagement from the committee, as well as focus groups for very honest, 

targeted conversations, would need to take place.  He shared that over the next several weeks, 

DOT will be launching a request of information on what can be done better, what are some of 

the key datapoints.  And specifically, how can Dot drive more transportation investments to 

meet Justice40.  He noted that DOT recognizes that more research is needed and a lot more 

tracking of investments, particularly working with transit agencies and others who oftentimes 

may not look at these issues directly.  He shared that the Secretary also established, for the 

first time, The Equity Task Force.  This taskforce brings not only the leadership team of 

USDOT, but also the rank and file career staff who have been in the trenches working on 

these issues for dozens of years, who also are bringing their owned lived experience to the 

table, working with some of these key issues. 

 

Mr. Coes went on to explain that in addition to carrying out both the executive orders around 

climate and equity, DOT recognized immediately that on an annual basis this was a 72.4 

billion dollars budget where money was put on the ground in real time.  He noted that in 

response to the Executive Orders, DOT reviewed and retracted grants that were going out of 

the door by the previous Administration.  He stated that in using the Justice40 and the 

Climate and Equity Executive Order, DOT could reassess and potentially realign some of the 

executive orders and some of the discretionary grants.  He pointed out particularly an 800 
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plus million dollars grant that was allocated to help improve highway and freight dollars.  

And added that for the first time, DOT was able to include equity, environmental justice as 

well as other additional sustainability criterion as part of that grant.  He cited this as just one 

example of how DOT is moving forward to make sure that environmental justice, Justice40 

principals, serves underserved and overburdened communities that have been long left 

behind. 

 

He wrapped up stating that DOT is trying to do thing in real time, looking back and looking 

forward.  He reiterated that the DOT is asking some very basic questions:  how do we 

actually track our dollars?  How can we really show the impact, both the legacy and the 

promise?  How can we talk about the mitigation of the things that were done, and how can we 

create more communities of opportunity?  He also displayed a dashboard that will help define 

what Justic40 will look like on the ground.  He echoed encouragement that the committee and 

DOT will work together to assure that these are the correct indicators for planning and 

buildout to meet the goals of the current Administration. 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez, CEQ, thanked the speakers for sharing information and opened the 

floor for questions. 

 

Mr. Robert Bullard, WHEJAC Member:  Are all the federal agencies providing this same 

dashboard information about the resources from the various agencies? 

 

- Dr. Cecilia Martinez, CEQ:  At this point agencies are not doing the level of work as 

DOE, but that is the goal. We want all agencies to get to the point where they are 

doing the same level of work as DOE and provide that information.  That is why the 

Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool is being developed, as well as 

Performance Metrics that will be put in place. 

 

- Ms. Candace Vahlsing, OMB:  Right now were in the phase where we’re doing 

training for agencies to ensure that they know what Justice40 is.  We start creating a 

baseline and seeing what programs are available to get up to speed on what we have 

going on right now and then we’ll build from there. 
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- Ms. Shalanda Baker, DOE:  I just wanted to pick up something that was asked in the 

chat or reflected on, by Dr. Bullard, just in case people didn't see it.  But with respect 

to the sketch of the dashboard that we're creating at DOE.  And I mentioned that 

we’re using zip plus 4, which is our current procurement data, but we’re layering on 

the environmental justice screening tool and other relevant metrics that our team is 

creating to really understand issues of vulnerability.  I did want to highlight that.  It’s 

not just the straight up zip plus 4 analysis.  And the effort really was to begin to start 

diving in on this work, understanding that Candace's office and others will be leading 

and have the sort of final say in terms of how it all shakes out with your input.  But 

we really just wanted to get a head start and get our arms around what is happening at 

DOE at this stage.   

 

 

Ms. Peggy Shepard, WHEJAC Member:  For Christopher Coes – I wanted to understand 

why in your equity organizational chart you did not have environment and reducing pollution 

from cars and trucks.  Environment seems to be in a different construct.  And then I wanted to 

ask Ms. Vahlsing, if we are really to begin developing a workgroup on Justice40, I think the 

key thing everyone is asking is, give us an example of 40 percent of a benefit, and how 

you’re actually providing a guidance on that? 

 

- Mr. Christopher Coes, DOT:  In my third slide, that question is specifically on 

impact and assessment of how it is actually impacting lives.  And you might have 

seen in the breakout in terms of how we're looking at people versus places.  That is 

definitely one of the subject areas that we’re definitely looking into.  Sorry if it did 

not come out in my words, but it definitely is in our metrics of looking at how does 

transportation impact lives.  And more or less sometimes we talk about these 

conversations of how do we mitigate, let's say highway investments or other 

investments on communities.  But actually the reverse of that, how can we create a 

transportation system that actually creates healthier communities, more resilient 

communities, and more prosperous communities.  So, that is definitely a part of our 

thinking, currently the metrics that we’re looking for, but we’re definitely open to 
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additional conversations about how and what are some of the best datasets as well as 

practices to make sure that is throughout everything that we’re doing at DOT. 

 

- Ms. Candace Vahlsing, OMB:  Great question that we really wanted to talk about 

without trying to get in front of that by answering that on our own.  We have our 

thoughts here but really want to engage with you guys on the answer to that question.  

I’m not punting, I’m just trying to be as inclusive as possible.   

 

- Dr. Cecilia Martinez, CEQ:  I think the idea here is, welcome to the team, because 

you all are going to be helping provide input on exactly that question, Peggy.  That 

was why we also wanted to get the WHEJAC up and started as soon as possible, so 

that we could benefit from all of your expertise on that. 

 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez, CEQ, introduced Jahi Wise, Senior Advisor for Climate Policy and 

Innovation, White House Climate Office.  She explained that Jahi has been helping lead the 

Interagency Workgroup on Energy Communities, on trying to figure out how to transition 

these communities into vibrant, healthy communities that are not independent on degrading 

and environmental pollution from fossil fuels. 

 

JUSTICE40 INITIATIVE - Energy Communities Interagency Working Group 

 

Mr. Jahi Wise, Senior Advisor for Climate Policy, and Innovation, White House Climate 

Office, stated that it was an honor to be at the first WHEJAC meeting.  He stated that many 

of the members on the call are individuals he looked up to, whose books he read, while 

spending a decade before coming to the White House working in equitable clean energy 

deployment and investment.  He expressed the desire to provide an update on the work of the 

newly formed Interagency Working Group on Coal and Powerplant Communities and 

Economic Revitalization, and its intersections with environmental justice.  He explained that 

the Interagency Working Group was established by the same Executive Order that established 

the Justice40 Initiative.  He informed that it is co-chaired by the National Climate Advisor 

and Director of the National Economic Council and is administered by the Department of 
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Energy.  He noted that its membership is comprised of about 15 agencies across the federal 

family.  He informed that the mandate of the Interagency Working Group is to coordinate the 

identification and delivery of federal resources to revitalize the economies of coal, oil and gas 

in powerplant communities.  And that under this mandate, the Interagency Working Group 

will intentionally focus on coal, oil and gas in powerplant communities, but also the fence 

line and other environmental justice communities who experience the impacts of this energy 

infrastructure.  He stated that the Executive Order actually directs the Interagency Working 

Group to achieve certain environmental justice outcomes through its work, including by 

deploying federal resources to reduce admissions of toxic substances and greenhouse gases 

from existing in abandoned energy infrastructure, to mitigate environmental damage to 

communities and also to remediate idle properties such as brownfields.  And to revitalize 

those properties as well as help economic growth.   

 

Mr. Wise turned to discussing where we are now.  He stated that the Interagency Working 

Group recently finalized its first deliverable, which is an initial report to the President 

describing existing federal resources that can be allocated in keeping with the mandate.  He 

noted that the Climate Office is working on a plan to make the report public and roll it out as 

part of larger goals.  He noted that in preparing the report, a small listening session was 

convened with leaders from varying communities, some of whom are on the WHEJAC.  He 

closed thanking the WHEJAC for their participation, stating that Climate Office is looking 

forward to building out a much larger engagement strategy to dig deeper into environmental 

justice and fence line communities around this issue of fossil fuel infrastructure.  He stated 

that they are actively engaged in the Justice40 initiative overall and trying to coordinate on 

identifying programs and agency guidance that can align with and support the mandate. 

 

 

JUSTICE40 INITIATIVE - Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez, commented on how apparent it is that the agencies and committee 

have been talking and working together across agencies.  She stated that this is an exciting 

time to anticipate the realized benefits of the work that has been done.  She introduced Lucas 

Brown, U.S. Digital Service Team Lead for Justice40, U.S. Digital Service.  She stated that 
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Lucas has been extraordinary in helping support the effort to coordinate and build out 

outreach.  She praised him for learning how to stand up this new climate and economic 

justice screening tool that builds off the work that EPA has been doing through the Economic 

Justice Screening tool,  and address issues and indicators across agencies on what should be 

incorporated into a full and robust justice screening tool. 

 

Mr. Lucas Brown, U.S. Digital Service Team Lead for Justice40, U.S. Digital Service, 

explained he was speaking today on behalf of members from U.S. Digital Services and the 

Environmental Protection Agency that have been working on the Climate and Economic 

Justice Screening Tool.  He stated that they are deeply committed to the gravity, importance, 

and opportunity of this work to redress a long legacy of environmental, economic and climate 

injustice. 

 

Mr. Lucas continued with explaining the history of USDS.  He advised that USDS originated 

during the healthcare.gov rescue when a number of different teams of contractors, that 

weren’t appropriately coordinated, spent 700 million dollars building a traffic website that 

wouldn't turn on.  He stated that a small team of USDS technologists, working side-by-side 

with dedicated civil servants, helped write the scripts and stopped technology problems from 

derailing a critical presidential priority that affects the health and wellbeing of many people.  

He explained that USDS become official in 2014 and have worked on an enormous number 

of projects since then, always trying to do the greatest good for the greatest number of people 

in the greatest need.  He also explained that the way USDS works is with small teams of 

different expertise, designers, users research, engineering, project management, working and 

empowering civil servants on critical priorities.  He stated that one of the core values from 

the very beginning has always been to design with users and not for them.  Really making 

sure that people who are impacted by a government program, who are trying to use the 

government program, are really leading in the design of those services and their voices are 

being heard.  He stated that the Justice40 team deeply believes in the Jemez principles of 

democratic organizing and self-determination.  And that they also try to release software and 

data publicly, early, and often to get feedback and input from stakeholders. 

 

Mr. Lucas explained that on the screening tool, USDS and EPA was asked, by Dr. Martinez, 
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to work on designing and building this new screening tool that will be used for the allocation 

of the Justice40 benefit.  He noted that USDS wanted to start with what are the community 

needs, what are the goals, what are main points, and then work backwards to determine what 

technology and data supports that.  He assured that a part of getting to that would be 

collaborating, iterating, and working repeatedly with community stakeholders, such as 

WHEJAC, on developing all of those things. 

 

Mr. Lucas stated that the Executive Order directed a tool launch date for the end of July.  He 

noted plans to release something small, but effective, that address some core needs.  He stated 

that a goal for the launch is to build a rhythm, and build experiences, with a collaborative 

process of meaningful community oversight of this tool/program.  He also stated that USDS 

is task with helping develop the Environmental Justice Agency Scorecard that is targeted for 

launch by the end of this year, with hopes to get a lot of feedback and continued iterations.  

He stated that a focus would be to work with the committee on designing what is important to 

measure, how to measure what is important and explore any problems with the method of 

measuring. 

 

Mr. Lucas then shifted to cover USDS progress thus far.  He stated that they have been 

building out the team on the Justice40 project.  And stated that he would love to use the 

committee to recruit anyone who would be a good fit and has experience with product 

management, project management, user research and data science.  He explained that the 

application is very straight forward and applicants may upload a resume in a 500-character 

field at usds.gov/apply.  He opined that the salaries are quite generous.  He stated that the 

hopes is to work with people with prior experience working with environmental justice data 

and on processes like this.  He stated that they have conducted approximately 31 stakeholder 

interviews thus far, which included some meeting participants.  He stated that investigation 

has gone into California and New York, as they have ran similar programs, to ascertain what 

went well and what could have gone better and what can be learned going forward.  

Mr. Lucas noted that it’s important not to just listen to concerns and have them go in one ear 

and out the other as he shared a tweet that he felt very relevant. “Why is it always “we want 

to engage with the community and hear your concerns” and never “We’ve heard your 

concerns and are implementing systemic changes, and here is our implementation plan so 
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y’all can hold us accountable”? ~Susanne Nyaga~.  He stated that USDS would like to have 

this type of accountability and have the Council’s guidance if or when mistakes are made.  

He stated that when the program does not seem to meet the needs, or for when there are 

foreseen problems, the plan is to launch an implementation plan with an allowance for 

accountability. 

 

In closing, he stated that Federal, State and local governments have repeatedly and 

intentionally contributed to the unjust distribution of pollution burden, health hazards, climate 

risk in the communities of color and low-income communities for decades.  He noted that, 

unfortunately, those policies have been quite successful.  He stated that USDS is honored and 

humbled to be working with the WHEJAC to do the work of addressing that harm and 

contributing to a just transition. 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez thanked the speakers for sharing information and opened the floor for 

questions. 

 

Ms. Katherine Flowers, WHEJAC Member:  My question is very simple, and it was 

regarding the Justice40 initiative.  I'm very interested in wastewater.  Under eligible 

investments, it said critical clean water.  I think that if we’re not specific and say clean water 

and sanitation infrastructure, it goes over peoples' heads that don't have that problem.  I 

would like to keep pushing that we include those words. 

 

Ms. Kim Havey, WHEJAC Member:  I was just wondering, with the Recovery Bill passing 

and counties and states are receiving quite large allocations in many cases, it would be really 

great to provide some guidance or at least bring forward to recommend that those 

communities look at and follow the principles of the Justice40 initiative.  I work in a city and 

it’s part of a team looking at investment and that did not come down at least from the mayor's 

office in my city, anything about Justice40.  So, this might be a really good way to jump on 

something going on right now. 

 

Ms. Michele Roberts, WHEJAC Member:  Two very quick questions.  One, is where does 

legacy chemicals and chemicals period exist within the framework of this discussion?  I see 
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the conversation about oil and gas, energy and what have you, but we all know that chemicals 

play a huge role.  Where does that fit in?  In addition to what Katherine Flowers was saying, 

how is it that during the Obama administration we signed onto, it is my understanding, 

through the U.S. Department of State committed to that of the human right to water and 

sanitation.  With all of that being said, how is that interconnected into this process to make 

sure that we honor that not only internationally but domestically here in the U.S., now that we 

are making sure that environmental justice is manifested throughout the full federal family? 

 

- Dr. Cecilia Martinez, CEQ:  I think one aspect of the chemical issue will be -- we 

did not have a presentation today from EPA, just because we wanted to give you 

presentations from folks you had not previously necessarily heard from, DOE, DOT, 

OMB.  But that will be an essential piece as you move forward, is getting that 

information from EPA, particularly around the Justice40 priority of legacy pollution 

reduction.  That’s being integrated absolutely into the Justice40 Initiative.  A great 

question about the water and sanitation and human rights.  I think that’s one, Karen, 

that we should mark and make sure to come back to and be able to -- unless our other 

speakers -- I will defer to other speakers if you have a response to the human rights 

questions to water and sanitation.   

 

Ms. Michele Roberts, WHEJAC Member:  My deepest apologizes.  I failed to equally say, 

again very quickly, with respect to roads and highways, hopefully the model is different from 

yesterday because the model of yesterday's road and highway infrastructure, through the 

Department of Transportation, was inefficient and so we need it to be more robust. 

 

- Dr. Cecilia Martinez, CEQ:  I think that was a really important point because I think 

that's also been ongoing discussions.  I know at CEQ, Austin Brown, who is also in 

Transportation.  And there’s been a whole lot of transportation infrastructure folks 

from different agencies trying to think through not only how do we build 

transportation better, but how do we built it in a way that reduces pollution for 

communities as well as improve transit access.  There have been really vibrant 

conversations. 
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Ms. Andrea Delgado, WHEJAC Member:  I’m really glad to know that chemicals are going 

to be a part of this work.  And hopefully, not just chemicals that are regulated by the Toxic 

Substances Control Act, but also chemicals that are regulated under FIFRA, the Federal 

Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, which governs the use of agricultural 

pesticides.  The question I had is with the Interagency Group, whether they are looking at the 

waste component of coal, oil, and gas.  I saw in the presentation that the focus was on impact 

of infrastructure of those fossil fuel production, but just thinking about the whole life cycle, 

where does waste play into that?  And not just at the point that it is turned in to hazardous 

waste, but the in between.  Since we know that there’s some gap between the systems of 

National Standard to regulate their disposal.  Separately would be just to emphasize a 

comment in the question that we can't talk about climate change without also talking about 

heat stress and the fact that we’re in the fight to reduce greenhouse gases and a lot of other 

harmful emissions.  What is government, the Interagency Group, doing to make sure outdoor 

workers and indoor workers, that don’t work in climate-controlled spaces, are being protected 

from heat stress?  And what efforts are going to be undertaken to subset standards to that 

effect? 

 

- Mr. Jahi Wise, White House:  The Executive Order mandates that the Interagency 

Working Group look at all of the impacts of this infrastructure.  And you are right, we 

can take that all the way to the waste impact.  I think that’s a big part of what we're 

trying to wrap our arms around right now, is what is the full scope of impact that 

needs to be looked at?  And what are the tools that the government currently has and 

what are the tools that need to be created to effectively deal with those impacts?  So, 

very much welcome your expertise as we have those conversations.  We’ll circle back 

for more on that. 

 

- Dr. Cecilia Martinez, CEQ:  The other taskforce that has been set up to the 

Executive Order is a Climate and Health Equity Taskforce through Health and Human 

Services (HHS), to get to your point about the impact of climate change and heat, et 

cetera.  That's also going to be an important intersection of your work and our work 

with them, to make sure that we are capturing all the components that you're talking 

about.  Thank you for lifting that out, we'll definitely make note of it.   
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Ms. Viola Waghiyi, WHEJAC Member:  I have two questions.  One is for Mr. Wise and the 

other is for Mr. Brown.  Regarding the focus on your agencies on the coal, oil, gas and power 

plant, and the environmental justice communities who experience the impacts from energy 

infrastructure, do you have a just transition away from fossil fools?  Because the Arctic has 

been the canary in the coal mine as far as climate change.  We need to make sure that Arctic 

Indigenous People are at the table when we talk about climate justice because these issues 

have been harming the health and wellbeing of our environment for decades.  Do you have a 

just transition plan away from coal, oil and gas power plants? 

 

Also, to Mr. Brown.  In the Climate Economic Screening Tool, as the polar icecaps shrink, as 

glaciers permafrost shrinks, my communities and tribes in Alaska, there are 229 tribes who 

continue -- a lot of our coastal communities continue to live off the land like we have for 

many decades.  When there is a fishery crash, they give aid, immediate aid.  However, we 

have food security issues in communities like mine because of the availability of our 

subsistence foods. The ice-dependent marine animals, the walrus and seals that are our main 

foods during the long winters, it’s not that their numbers are low, it’s just that they are 

dependent on the ice.  And our people have to go out hunting further, it’s more 

dangerous.  We need assistance with food security.  As I mentioned during fishery crashes, 

they get assistance. 

 

And my last question also is for Mr. Brown.  Of those 29 stakeholder interviews, did you 

have and Arctic Indigenous People interviewed yet?  Because as I mentioned, these issues we 

have been facing with climate change not only include legacy chemicals that have been 

sequestered for military, that 700 formerly used defense sites in Alaska, but also persistent 

organic pollutes because the Arctic has become a hemispheric sync.  My people are being 

contaminated without our consent to our traditional foods because of where we live.  It’s so 

important that you get -- My question was do you have interviews yet with an Arctic 

Indigenous person?   

 

It was great to hear Gina McCarthy speak about modernizing water and sewer.  In my regions 

we have communities still with no running water or adequate water and sewer.  She talked 
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about modernizing water and sewer.  Some the communities live in third-world poverty level, 

but also third world levels as far as no water and sewer.  It is so important these issues are 

taken up, not only by this, but all the inter-agencies working on this issues together. 

 

- Mr. Jahi Wise, White House:  The Biden Administration has a strong commitment to 

supporting a clean energy transformation and supporting the preliminary resources 

that are clean and low carbon to address exactly the climate impacts you are 

describing.  I think the Interagency Working Group is still trying to wrap its arms 

around some of these questions you are asking us to wrestle with.  We very much 

welcome your thoughts on the best ways to support the communities that are being 

impacted currently by this pollution.  But also, then to support those communities as 

they move away from things like coal, a generation that’s part of their local economy.  

Very much welcome the expertise of this group.  We are very excited to have you on 

board to help us think through these very important and complicated questions. 

 

- Mr. Lucas Brown, USDS:  We have met with representatives from one indigenous 

group so far, which is not nearly enough, obviously.  We are working to set up 

more.  We would absolutely love to work with you on coordinating interviews with 

particularly that Arctic indigenous perspectives that you named.  In the conversation 

we had, not only with the representative from that one indigenous group, but in other 

meetings as well, we have heard food insecurities come up quite a lot.  July feels like 

tomorrow for launching a tool with new datasets and combining data into some sort of 

prioritization methodology.  That is the type of data we would be interested in 

eventually including in a tool like this.  I hope this is a first example where we would 

love to open up to this group of, what are the most important datasets that we can go 

around and work with different agencies to try and gather clean and believed.  And 

hearing you loud and clear on food insecurity.  I would love to follow-up offline to 

help schedule those interviews. 

 

Ms. LaTricea Adams, WHEJAC Member:  I actually have three questions, but I’m going to 

try to merge them together.  The first question is specific to Flint, Michigan.  We know that 

environmental justice issues are pervasive throughout the entire country and have been 
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specifically for majority black and brown communities for centuries.  However, in the wake 

of the Flint water crisis, it is still not over.  And my question is, as it related to recovery, 

could there be some type of taskforce, some type of working group that can be developed that 

specifically focused on how do you recover from a man-made environmental justice issue?  I 

think -- and I won't go too far in-depth, but I believe that through that experience with the 

Flint water crisis, as a country we learned a lot of hard lessons.  And how can we get it right 

by actually doing some particular type of focus on the Flint community, considering all of the 

moving parts that contributed to that crisis?  That's my first question. 

 

My second question -- and it’s combined with my third question.  I am an educator by trade, 

and with all of the presentations -- and thank so you much for sharing that this afternoon.  I'm 

wondering, with all of the work we plan on doing, what are the implications on K-12 

education?  Many of our schools, where our children are sent, are located in frontline and 

environmental justice communities.  As we think about this work, how are we also thinking 

through the lens of K-12 education?  And the final question is around health, specifically 

around maternal health.  We noticed, for example, when congress released the Solving the 

Climate Crisis Report, it was completely absent around maternal health.  And we learned last 

year, but black women have been knowing this the whole time, that climate 

disproportionately impacts black mothers.  So, how is maternal health, specifically, going to 

be woven into all of these intricate moving parts?   

 

- Dr. Cecilia Martinez, CEQ:  I am mindful of the time and I know we do have several 

other people on stack.  Karen, I know you are taking notes and our notetakers are 

taking note of all the questions that are coming forward.  We may not have time to 

have responses to your questions now, at this point, but we are marking them for 

future deliberation as we move forward.   

 

- Ms. Karen Martin, EPA, informed members to ask questions, which would be noted 

on record, and responses to their questions will be gathered and distributed. 

 

Mr. Nicky Sheats, WHEJAC Member:  For Ms. Baker and Mr. Wise.  I’m wondering if one 

of you, or maybe both of you, will be or are already working on the issue of energy 
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infrastructure and how it plays a role in the disproportionate amount of pollution that we 

often find in environmental justice communities?  Maybe that’s in your report already, Jahi.  

And part of that question is, also the citing of energy infrastructure, which tends to be 

disproportionally cited in environmental justice communities.  And second, a question about 

an issue that Dr. Martinez actually pioneered.  Are one or both of you also going to address 

the issue of ensuring that community residents have significant say on how energy issues that 

affect their community are decided? 

 

Ms. Ruth Santiago, WHEJAC Member:  My question has to do with effective community 

participation in the Justice40 allocation of funds.  The reason why I’m asking this is that 

here's what we're seeing, is on the one hand civil society consensus on the radical 

transformation of the electric system, because all of you know what we experienced after 

hurricane Maria.  So the consensus is let's do onsite rooftop solar coupled with batteries, 

energy efficiency, et cetera as alternatives to the central station on this transmission electric 

system that we have now, that left us without service for so long after hurricane Maria.  

Unfortunately, that's the Civil Society consensus and that's great, but it is not being heard.  

And for example, the government of Puerto Rico submitted a ten-year infrastructure plan to 

FEMA to use recovery funds for -- there’s zero -- there’s 12 billion dollars in the request, and 

zero is for renewable energy, and much less onsite solar and battery.  That’s why I’m 

interested in knowing how can communities have effective participation in the allocation of 

these funds so that, say these lessons learned and experiences after the hurricanes, for 

example, are considered?  And at the same time, simultaneously, by doing that we can also 

lessen the burden on the environmental justice communities, especially here in Southeastern 

Puerto Rico, Salinas Guayama, with the AES coal burning power plant and the power 

complex. 

 

Mr. Robert Bullard, WHEJAC Member:  I'm a professor at Texas Southern University in 

Houston, Texas.  I have a couple questions.  Number one, EPA.  It seems like EPA have been 

given the lead in dealing with the Executive Order and NEJAC and the Interagency Working 

Group.  My question is, to what extent will there be leeway for other agencies, like DOT, to 

drill deeper than the larger Executive Orders and the larger mandates to come up to reinforce 

the DOT order, Environmental Justice Order that was signed in ‘97, and the FHWA 
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Environmental Justice Order that was also followed through.  Which meant that DOT was 

doing a whole lot of things around environmental justice that was not just a broad Executive 

Order.  Are they dusting off those kinds of initiatives?   

 

The second one infrastructure.  To what extent will there be mapping of infrastructure dollars 

-- not just Justice40, but infrastructure dollars that somehow -- whether it’s stimulus dollars, 

infrastructure dollars, disaster dollars that generally follows a pattern of money following 

money, money following power, money following whites.  And that the major disasters can 

be -- a recent study showed that white communities are -- after these 10 billion dollars 

disasters -- are 126 thousand dollars better off.  Whereas people of color communities are 

worse off by 29 thousand dollars.  And a lot of it has to do with cross benefit analysis and 

how money is distributed. 

 

And the last part is, again, going beyond the Justice40 to talk about how this administration, 

across the various agencies, will be dealing with metrics for mapping and tracking federal 

dollars that could be seen.  Not just monies coming from Energy, but dollars that are being 

spent on other issues that intersect with -- whether it’s housing, whether it’s issues around 

transportation, energy, flood mitigation, other kind of things to show that all of these things 

connect.  And past history has shown us that when we disconnect those, we end up having 

communities that are most vulnerable left behind and not getting their fair share of 

dollars.  The pandemic has shown us that.  I want to know how are all these other agencies 

connecting with each and not just looking at Justice40. 

 

Mr. Angelo Logan, WHEJAC Member:  I just want to echo Ms. Santiago and Dr. Sheats, 

and many others, who have raised up the issue around robust and meaningful community 

participation.  So that local communities can determine for themselves what the Justice40 

investments really are.  Meaning that they really investing in communities and not adding to 

burdens. 

 

Ms. Jade Begay, WHEJAC Member:  My questions are for Mr. Brown.  I'm just curious how 

language justice is being considered in this screening tool.  Not just for our Spanish speakers, 

but also considering indigenous languages throughout the country, particularly in places like 
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Alaska or places like where I’m from, Navajo Nation would be wonderful to -- I know July is 

around the corner so integrating accessibility around these languages might be tough in this 

timeframe.  But as we move into the future, we would love to talk more about that.  And then 

also just a follow up would love to support in doing outreach to communities to do more 

interviews with that work. 

 

Mr. Juan Parras, WHEJAC Member:  I live in the city of Houston.  And the lack of zoning 

laws in Houston means systemic racism is permitted and allowed.  Basically what we have is, 

we have a little different challenge, any industry come in and building wherever they want to.  

So that’s my question. 

 

Dr. Beverly Wright, WHEJAC Member:  My question really had to do with how, at the end 

of this process, we really end up with something where communities on the ground can see a 

difference?  I’m looking at all of this and living through Katrina, the experience was always 

that we went through so many planning processes with meaningful community participation 

that still did not end up with us getting what we requested.  You can have meaningful 

participation, but the people who make the final decisions often makes decisions in their own 

interest. 

 

Secondly, I’m really concerned about systemic racism that exist within policies that we have 

not examined.  Because in New Orleans we were a product of that.  We looked at hazard 

mitigation monies that were supposed to go to, for example, communities most affected by 

flooding.  And the money ended up going to mostly white communities, wealthy white 

communities.  And my digging over a matter of a year or so, I found out the reason had to do 

with the way the policy was already set in place.  So when the Army Corps of Engineers 

decided to do their project, those that were in the (inaudible) got the money.  That was a real 

surprise to us.  The same thing happened with hazard mitigation money.  There was a rule 

already on the book that said you have to have had at least two floods before you can get the 

hazard mitigation money.  And the places that were hit didn't flood, so wealthy white people, 

once again, in the city, got all of the money.  I'm so pleased to see all of this work, but if we 

don't do some kind of analysis or an invoice of policies that could negatively impact -- exiting 

policy that could negatively impact the output, we can end up in the same situation where I 
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see New Orleans and be very disappointed.  I'm looking for ways that we are actually looking 

at projects that end up doing something for people on the ground. 

 

JUSTICE40 INITIATIVE - Executive Order 12898 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez, CEQ, stated that the concerns really do dovetail very nicely into, how 

do we develop metrics for agencies to evaluate and develop performance scorecards?  She 

stated that to ensure that not only this work gets embedded with real outcomes, but also how 

to continue to evaluate how agencies are doing to make sure that we monitor and assess, and 

not just put the best foot forward, but also make sure that we're getting to the exact place 

that's we need to be.  She shared that one of the other deliverables, to ensure committee input, 

is actually the revision to Executive Order 12898.  She stated that that EO is one of the things 

that advice is needed on, to get to what kind of revisions.  She stated that many of the 

committee members have been working on this deliverable individually and in collaboration 

with others.  She expressed confidence in being able to get good, solid information, and 

points to move forward on revision of 12898, to modernize and make sure that we address all 

the issues that you all have raised now. 

 

ORAL PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 

Ms. Karen Martin, DFO, opened up the Public Comment Period.  She stated that additional 

public commenters could use the comment form or send comments in writing to 

whejac@epa.gov.  Each public commenter was giving 3 minutes to present comments: 

 

Ms. Kelly Crawford, D.C. Department of Energy and Environment:  Good afternoon my 

name is Kelly Crawford.  I’m the Associate Director for Air Quality Division at the D.C. 

Department of Energy and Environment.  The DOEE is the leading authority on energy and 

environmental issues affecting the District of Columbia.  In relations to air, it is the lead 

agency in ensuring health and welfare based air quality standards are obtained and 

maintained.  Thank you for the time to offer my comments today.   

 

I’m here today in my capacity as a member of Board of Directors of the National Association 

mailto:whejac@epa.gov
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of Clean Air Agency, where I serve as a state co-chair of its Program Funding Committee.  

NACA is a national association that include 155 state, local and county agencies across the 

country.  Their charge is protecting public health and environment from air pollution and 

climate change.  Over the past 12 months, I have been involved as a leader in NACA’s efforts 

to reformulate its core mission and value to put racial equity, diversity and inclusion at the 

center of our most important writing principals.  I have also been engaged with the peers and 

the Association’s strategic efforts to walk the talk on these issues.   

 

In January, NACA sent a letter to the incumbent Biden/Harris Administration laying out 7 

priority recommendations for the federal government to protect clean air, prevent pollution, 

address climate change, and achieve environmental justice.  Of these, our top 

recommendations offers avenues to center environmental justice.  State and local clean air 

agencies have the countries most developed programs to address environmental justice and 

air pollution control.  Many of our agencies have been learning and advancing programs over 

several years and they now serve millions Americans.  Such programs maybe be instructive 

or federal efforts, and NACA offers its partnership as the Administration advances its own 

diversity, equity and inclusion activities.  For example, NACA recommends that 

environmental justice should not just be a single program within EPA, but it should be 

integrated into every program across the agencies.  One avenue for walking the talk would be 

the development of an equity, diversity, and inclusion strategy plan with specific and 

concrete steps to achieve these goals, with plans to offer avenues to integrate communities in 

the decision making that affects them.  The Administration should engage with NACA on 

this efforts.   

 

Permitting and enforcement efforts may be valuable early areas of focus to reducing harms to 

the communities most heavily burdened by pollution.  The Administration should consider 

the permitting and enforcement models of NACA member agencies who even more than the 

federal government have been the leaders in this country on advancing environmental justice 

programs.  Like our federal counterparts, our state and local member agencies aspire to 

address systems producing inequitable outcomes for black people, indigenous people and 

people of color.  These efforts should be adequately funded at the federal level.  The 

Administration should support additional funding for our agencies to support their 
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complimentary and corresponding efforts in this arena, including for staffing, tools and 

technical assistance.  Recent one-time stimulus funding for state and local clean air agencies 

represents the first increase in funding support that these agencies have seen in years.  And 

our agencies remain in excellent instruments to which and through which to deliver funding 

to advance environmental justice.  If you have questions or would like to learn more about 

our works here in the District, NACA’s transition recommendations or our efforts to advance 

equity, diversity and inclusion, I would be happy to be of assistance.  Thank you for the 

consideration.   

 

Ms. Lucia Valentine, Our Children’s Trust:  Hello.  My name is Lucia Valentine and I’m an 

intern at Our Children’s Trust.  Our promise is interest of our Nation’s views in prosperity to 

inform the Council to advise CEQs to align with protecting fundamental constitutional rights 

of children such as children within the environmental justice communities.  Social and 

physical scientist and experts are clear that if you focus your efforts on protecting children 

within environmental justice communities, the entire community benefits.  Whereas 

protecting adults alone will not serve to protect children.  Children are uniquely vulnerable to 

human caused climate change because of their developing bodies, higher exposure to air and 

longevity on the planet.  Young people are often in the front lines of human rights abuses and 

at the hands of adult in positions of power who do not act in the best interest of children.  

They are often inevitably at the forefront of the movements, like the Child Labor Law 

Movement, the Civil Rights Movement and today the Climate Justice Movement.   

 

As such, children’s rights and wellbeing must dictate the environmental justice strategies 

implemented by the Biden/Harris Administration.  Congressional support of children's rights 

in the Juliana v. United States case is clear as demonstrated by The Children’s Fundamental 

Rights and Climate Recovery Resolution and by two congressional amicus briefs filed in 

support of the case.  Biden/Harris Administration has an opportunity to join Congress in 

protecting children.  Twenty one young Americans, including 11 black, brown and 

indigenous youth filed their constitutional climate change lawsuit against the government in 

2015, asserting that the National Energy System, dominated by fossil fuel is violating their 

constitutional rights to life, liberty, property and equal protection of the law.  Which includes 

a climate system capable of sustaining human life and access to essential public trust 
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resources.   

 

Juliana plaintiff, Jaime B, is a Diné person of Window Rock, Arizona and grew up on the 

Navajo Indian reservation.  Due to extreme heat, extended drought, and scarcity of water, 

Jaime’s cultural homeland became uninhabitable.  She has a profound cultural and spiritual 

connection to the land where her ancestors have lived for generations.  Her culture and entire 

way of life would be eroded if her extended family is also displaced, in addition, although her 

people already suffer from burning fossil fuels that have been consistent across access to 

energy systems.  Another Plaintiff, Aji Piper, has explained in testimony to Congress that as a 

young black man, he has grown up with the long-lasting consequences of unconstitutional 

discrimination from government sanctioned and continued segregation.  The entrenched 

federal government policies of promoting and subsidizing a fossil fuel energy system will 

also perpetuate long-lasting harm on generations of innocent children.  When government 

sanctions a system that unconstitutionally deprive children of their basic fundamental rights, 

that system must be dismantled by all three branches of the government.  Stop the 

perpetuation of intergenerational injustice.  We respectfully request that environmental 

justice strategies are protective of children and the communities where they live.   

 

Mr. Prashant Singh:  I am making this comment as a private citizen.  I’ve worked with the 

Indian tribes in the National Park Service, and they live in environments that really require 

quite a bit of an investment in rural infrastructure.  As the government proceeds with an 

infrastructure plan, they should be mindful of the sacred sites Executive Order.  And they 

should also make access to Indian tribes much more feasible because they’re living in food 

deserts and they require quite a bit of investment.  The benefit/cost analysis that we do as 

regulators, it uses quite a bit of boilerplate language, it doesn’t get into the granularity.  And 

the granularity reveals certain effects that are sort of weeded out as you start aggregating the 

benefit/cost analysis.  In the environmental justice piece of rulemakings, I think EPA should 

take a more proactive stance in looking at how agencies are doing their regulatory analysis, 

and how they can improve and actually tackle those underserved communities and help them. 

 

Ms. Brandi Crawford-Johnson:  Hello.  My name is Brandi Crawford-Johnson and I’m an 

environmental justice advocate/victim  fighting hard for my frontline community in 
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Kalamazoo, Michigan.  My neighborhood of predominately African Americans, and our 

community, is being discriminated on, on the basis of race by our local government and state.  

We are all under a great deal of stress, especially with our greater risk of getting severe 

COVID because of the poisons trapped near our homes.  Our city officials have recently 

allowed our major polluter, Graphic Packaging, to expand despite hundreds of air complaints 

over the years.  The city gave them 21 million dollars in tax breaks to continue poisoning us.  

I told the city of Kalamazoo, in 2018, at an environmental meeting, that I had severe asthma 

and that I read in the news the American Lung Association rated us F for pollution.  I told 

them I suspected that our papermill, Graphic Packaging, could be the cause of our failing 

grade.  Instead of the city listening to my warning, and coming up with a plan to help, they 

sent a cease and desist letter to the reporters reporting on our bad air quality and high lung 

disease rates.  This hurt me deeply.   

 

EGLE, aka Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, is also allowing Graphic 

Packaging to expand by giving them permits to increase greenhouse emission by 221 percent, 

while being out of compliance for years for toxic gas leaks.  Graphic packaging and the city 

wastewater plants are releasing toxic poisons that are harming our community by causing 

respiratory disease and cancer.  I am all about seeing action in real time, so recently I initiated 

a class-action lawsuit against Graphic Packaging for the poisoning of our community for 

decades.  I also filed a Civil Rights Complaint against the City of Kalamazoo because they 

refused to rezone our neighborhood while they are rezoning the white neighborhoods and 

wealthy businesses.  They are aware a frontline community is located next to hazardous 

facilities.  They hear complaints at city meetings.  They know the city zoning maps for our 

neighborhoods says negroes and hazardous right on them.  There are 14-year zap gaps 

(phonetic) between black and white neighborhoods in Kalamazoo.  I have doctors and 

toxicologists helping me with reports and speaking out with me, but we are all ignored by the 

city and the state of Michigan.  We have one air monitor in the whole county of 250 thousand 

residents, located at the fairgrounds and not near any polluter.   

 

We need the EPA to take over enforcement for the state of Michigan now.  We can't allow 

any more slow murders to continue in the United States in any frontline communities.  It is 

inhumane.  Environmental justice is linked to systemic racial justice.  It is easy to see where 
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environmental justice is needed by looking at EPA tool in every zip code in every state.  It’s 

an easy fix, but the action must take place now.  Human lives and our environment are at 

stake.  We must fight to protect our most vulnerable, and we must all be allowed to breathe 

clean air and drink clean water.  Our future generations deserve to live their lives without 

being sick or dying a premature death because of greed, environmental racism, corrupted 

politicians and local and state government officials who are failing us.  Please help 

Kalamazoo and all the overburdened communities facing environmental and health justice. 

 

Dr. Sacoby Wilson:  University of Maryland, College Park.  Thank you for the opportunity 

to present today.  I’m real excited to see that we have WHEJAC and one of my questions to 

CEQ is, as it pertains to WHEJAC, are we not going to move forward with actually having 

CEQ regions with the opportunity to have a WHEJAC, or a regional WHEJAC, at different 

levels?  I make this comment because as a member of the of the National Environmental 

Justice Advisory Council, I potentially said we need to try to decentralize NEJAC and have a 

NEJAC for each EPA region.  That comment just means that while we have a current 

WHEJAC, you will look at the fact that that’s probably not expansive enough.  So you would 

actually have a NEJAC at each EPA region.  That’s great, but now that we have a WHEJAC, 

we have to take into account other federal agencies.  The point is, can we think about having 

regional level WHEJACs or making sure that every federal agency actually has their own 

EJAC.   

 

And I think that comment is important because it’s speaks to the fact that since President 

Clinton’s Executive Order on Environmental Justice, we’ve only had one major federal 

FACA for one individual federal agency.  For me, that shows that as a country we have not 

really been serious about environmental justice until this Administration.  Because now you 

have the opportunity to actually proceed to the WHEJAC to actually have EJACs in every 

federal agency.  And I think you if you go about that right, and make sure this is sustainable 

beyond this current Administration, this current four years, that we need to make sure we 

have follow up thorough FACA rule.  That there is transparency.  We need to make sure 

because we want expertise as it related to DOD, DOE, DOI, Commerce, Homeland Security, 

FEMA.  I think that’s important to look at sustainability of this WHEJAC effort and making 

sure we can maximize the impact long-term.   
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As it relates to some of the issues that I think are important, I think Justice40 is great, but I’m 

concerned about the ambiguous language around 40 percent of the benefits.  You can’t have 

benefits without investments.  I appreciate Dr. Baker’s data dashboard.  Every federal agency 

should have a data dashboard.  There should be standardization and harmonization across all 

federal agencies, not just one agency should have a data dashboard we can kind of track 

where the dollars are going.  And the buckets of benefits, economic, health, environmental 

and social.  That should be standard.  In addition, when it comes to the Environmental Justice 

Screening Tool, we need to make sure, as others have stated, that there’s actually income and 

equality indicators.  Workforce development indicators.  Indicators of where the dollars are 

going as it relates to TIFF, as it relates to tax credits, wellbeing, also in the national tool.  Not 

to prioritize, but to talk about the solutions and actually track benefits and wellbeing, again, 

across those four buckets, economic, environmental, social and health. 

 

Ms. Cemelli de Aztlan.  Good afternoon.  I work with an organization, (inaudible) and they 

are the parent organization of the community organizing group.  (Inaudible).  And in this 

organizing group we are mainly parents working in all capacities within the government, but 

mainly the huge hurdles that we find are within the school district.  And I really wanted in 

this time and space when we're having the conversation echoing the previous comments, 

specifically, we need to look at public schools right here right now and the American Rescue 

Plan.  In regard to COVID relief and environmental justice, it must go hand in hand.  

Specifically, currently in (inaudible), we sort of exist in this black hole where we’ve dubbed 

the school district a loophole.  Because the school district as an entity of the state.  And in a 

state like Texas, they don’t care about immigrant kids.  So, they’ve just centered a cloak of 

protection to continue this legacy against the Spanish speaking, Mexican immigrant families 

and communities.   

 

And so what we say, even pre-COVID was this closing down of their schools within their 

communities, their most safest schools within their communities, within their 

neighborhoods.  And being corralled into these industrial zones, in schools that were 

surrounded by industry.  And so, this is pre-COVID time, but now in COVID times it matters 

more where we need more space and we need more clean up and we need this investment and 
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adequate schools.  We don't have these systems of accountability and oversight within the 

school district.  They do not have to be held accountable by our city or by our county.  And 

so we need federal intervention.  And so when we're talking about this newly created group 

under the White House, and when we’re talking about how we're going to look at and allocate 

the funds for the American rescue plan, I do hope that we prioritize these children on the 

frontline in our public schools.  Because right now we are in a state of emergency.  We are in 

a state of disaster.  And we are not ready to adequately open up these schools for these kids.  

We need to reopen the schools that were unjustly closed prior to COVID.  And we need to 

clean up these communities to ensure that all of our children are safe, specifically those that 

fall within our most vulnerable communities.  Thank you again for allowing me to speak -- 

and how we use Title VI to protect these kids under federal protection.   

 

Mr. Jerome Shabazz:  Overbrook Environmental Education Center.  Thank you.  I have a 

brief comment.  First, I wanted to say I’m very appreciative of this stellar team, and proud of 

the membership that is populating this respective committee.  I'm a member of NEJAC and I 

represent a nonprofit organizations in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  And at the end of the day, 

for us, the bottom line is that we need to make sure we get more resources to the people who 

need it most.  As a result, what I am hopeful of is that this particular illustrious body is able to 

look at our process and make sure that we have the ability to bring resources without burden 

to our underserved communities.  And what that means is, that if there is interagency support 

that can be realized, that we have to develop a structure that will enable that to happen.  We 

have to enable what we call and inverted pyramid system so that the citizen is able to apply, 

and all of the relative agencies that are applicable to solving their problems, can be 

interrelated in this approach.   

 

What that means for us is that, if I’m applying for some brownfields resources and there's 

some complimentary resources that’s coming out of HUD, that’s coming out of the 

Department of Agriculture, that’s coming out of Treasury, that we should have a more 

coordinated approach, so that resources that are necessary to complement projects are made 

available.  And that citizens are able to leverage the value of their efforts.  It is a burden for 

many organization to have to apply, to have to gain the talent.  I just wanted to make the 

simple comment that interagency coordination and having a very similar types of personnel 



41  

in other departments, beyond the EPA, to be able to coordinate, it’s going to be a wonderful 

opportunity for us.  Congratulate you all and looking forward to wonderful things coming 

from many of this.  I know a lot of these wonderful people and I’m looking forward to seeing 

what great things happen.  Thank you very much.   

 

Mr. Max Sarinsky:  Institute for Policy Integrity.  Thank you so much and thank you all for 

the incredible work you are doing, and this opportunity to comment.  I'm an attorney of the 

Institute for Policy Integrity, a think tank at NYU that focuses on environmental regulation 

and administrative decision making.  While the government should address environmental 

justice using every available lever it has, I focus these comments on Policy Integrity’s areas 

of expertise, which is agency regulation and project level assessment.  Until now, 

environmental justice has rarely been a decisive factor in agency regulations and project level 

decisions.  While agencies assess disproportionate environmental impacts under Executive 

Order 12898, that analyses is normally much less robust than the cost benefit analyses and the 

environmental income statements that agencies also prepare.  The environmental justice 

analysis, in addition, typically starts from the consideration of other regulatory impacts and is 

very rarely a key factor in the actual decision.   

 

To ensure consistently robust analysis, the White House should provide more guidance and 

oversight to regulatory agencies.  And I offer four recommendations.  First, the White House 

should coordinate with scientific and economic experts throughout the federal government to 

better assess effects on frontline communities.  For instance, more granular spatial modeling 

that has recently become available, including the Environmental Justice Screening Tool that 

you all are working on.  It would allow agencies to better assess pollution at local levels, and 

granular levels, and incorporate disparate demographic risk factors right into the analysis.  In 

addition, more monetization of localized air toxins would enable agencies to better quantify 

the cost of pollution in frontline communities.   

 

Second, the OMB Circular Report section on distribution impact to provide clear advice on 

how agencies can incorporate equity into a cost benefits analysis.  EPA technical guidance, 

from 2016, recommends the that analysts, in addition to reporting total cost and benefits, also 

analyze and report cost and benefits on discrete population segments, such as by income 
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period.  And putting this into regular practice would be a huge step at all agencies.  Third, 

agencies should receive stronger guidance on how to incorporate distributional analyses into 

their decision making.  So with cost/benefits analysis, for instance, agencies are abided to 

promulgate a rule only if the benefits justify the cost.  But no similar maximum or guidance 

exist for distributional impacts.  For instance,  you should not promulgate a rule unless 

necessary that’s progressive, something to that effect.  And finally, the White House should 

consider providing additional coordination and oversight reviewing environmental justice 

analyses.  The cost/benefit analysis here, once again, is a good model, as reviewed by ORIA, 

has insured consistent best practices across agencies and over decades.  And a similar 

structure for environmental justice analysis can do the same.  Thank you, and I look forward 

to seeing your excellent work.   

 

Mr. Desmond Ondatje:  Thank you for taking this task on.  It is an enormous task.  I am a 

citizen here is Los Angeles, concerned with the climate crises and what’s going on and 

wanting to get involved.  I'm hoping, and I’m sure from listening to most of the speakers, I’m 

speaking to the choir, that from looking at all the scientific data, I keep getting two deadlines.  

The Executive Order mentions 2050 for all of these changes.  But then I see another timeline 

where 2030 is more of an urgency, and I tend to lean towards that.  And also in the Executive 

Order, I did not see much of the talk of sequestration of greenhouse gases.  I'm hoping that 

will be addressed throughout all the agencies and within this Council.  I did write a few 

questions, which I’ll keep to that to minimize the input here.  I'm looking forward to your 

work.  I’m looking forward to listening in on more meetings and giving more input and 

helping wherever I can.  Thank you very much.   

 

Ms. Melissa Martin:  I’m with the Center for Democratic and Environmental Rights of 

Nature Campaign Team.  We’re asking WHEJAC to please consider a supplement legal 

pollution to the harm and disparate impact of our environmental crises.  Injustice is a 

violation of rights, and justice is a restoration of what was lost, ideally preventing future 

wrongs.  And environmental justice requires we reconsider our legal approach to nature.  If 

we look our origin story, we find the concept of natural rights hoisting the very brand of 

America, inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, or property as it was 

implemented in our Bill of Rights.  And we know how the law has treated nature as a 
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function of property.  But isn’t nature also a pretty important function of our rights to life and 

liberty?  Isn’t our right to life dependent on the right to clean water, clean air, nutritious food 

grown with healthy, natural systems to include pollinator?  Aren't the blessings of liberty 

secured by first being safe from extreme weather, fires, floods, sea level rise?  Why does it 

seem our natural right to life and liberty has been alienated?   

 

As many environmental lawyers will tell you, because it’s the law.  It currently protects the 

developers and the pollution industries and immunizes politicians from liability from failing 

to maintain such things as wastewater infrastructure.  It props up state preemption power to 

keep health, safety and wellbeing standards low.  It traps environmental advocates into a 

well-regulated loop of protests, public comments and hopes for better election results.  But 

the legal imbalance of rights remains.  And we currently lack the legal tools to do anything 

about this.  So, to fix a systemic wrong, we must ask a fundamental question, what process is 

do?  How do we ensure our rights to life and liberty are properly enforced?   

 

Three things.  One, we need to acknowledge rights of healthy, natural systems.  That they 

must be able to exist, flourish, support ecosystems and be free from harm by human 

activity.  Two, we need legal standing to enforce such rights in the court of law.  And three, 

we need the legal remedy of restoration.  For systemic environmental justice, this is what 

process is due.  To hear the voices of those whose natural rights were violated, to understand 

the best available science on the matter, and to solve problems to restorative needs, righting 

what was wrong and preventing future harm.  It’s a necessary procedural safety net should 

the current regulatory system miss the mark in environmental protections.  It encourages 

responsible government and business activities.  It sidesteps politics and brings these issues to 

bear through a relevant, liable evidence in a court of law, exactly where many of these 

problems and solutions of environmental justice belong.  There is much more to this 

conversation, but I stand by to answer any questions or concerns offline.  Thank you for your 

time. 

 

Mr. John Mueller:  I am a retired civil engineer with more than 25 years’ experience in 

public works, mostly water supply and wastewater treatment.  From that experience, I have 

become an advocate for ending the practice of artificial water fluoridation.  And I’m 
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commenting today to strongly urge the powers that be to do two things.    First, please accept 

the fact that community water fluoridation is a little known, yet most egregious, example of 

environmental injustice.  I refer to a Resolution published in 2011 by the League of United 

Latin American Citizens, LULAC.  The Resolution is title Civil Rights Violation Regarding 

Forced Medication.  From that resolution, I’m going to quote you some of the whereases.  

There are 17 whereas all together, but here are several of them.   

 

Whereas fluoridation is mass medication of the public through the public water supply.  

Whereas, minority communities are more highly impacted by fluorides as they historically 

experience more diabetes and kidney disease.  And whereas, minorities are disproportionately 

harmed, by fluorides, as documented by increased rates of dental fluorosis, disfiguration and 

discoloration of the teeth.  Therefore, be it resolved that LULAC commands efforts by 

organizations that oppose this mass medication of the public drinking supplies, using 

fluorides that are industrial grade, toxic waste biproducts, which contains contaminants like 

arsenic, lead and mercury, which further endanger life.  And be it further resolved that 

LULAC supports efforts by all citizens working to stop mass medication through the public 

water system because it violates civil rights.   

 

Number two, I ask the White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council to recommend 

an immediate moratorium on fluoridation until safe levels of exposure are determined by a 

proper risk assessment.  I understand the recommendation will be made to the Council of 

Environmental Quality, to the White House Environmental Justice Interagency Council, and 

to associated partnering agencies in the Department of Health and Human Services, now 

under the most welcomed leadership of Secretary Xavier Becerra, sworn in last Friday.  And 

immediate suspension of adding fluoridation chemicals to the public water supply would be a 

most tangible and meaningful effort by the federal government to address environmental 

injustice, while reducing water infrastructure corrosive damage and utility expenses.  Thank 

you very much for the opportunity to comment.   

 

Ms. Rashmi Joglekar:  Thank you so much.  I’m a staff Scientist for Earth Justice.  I would 

like to thank you all for providing the opportunity to speak today at this historic inaugural 

meeting.  We appreciate that President Biden has elevated and prioritized the important goal 
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of addressing environmental injustice.  As this advisory committee thinks about how to 

advise CEQ on how to effectuate these goals, we want to highlight the Toxic Substances 

Control Act as a potential strategy to do so.  CEQ was instrumental in the realization that 

Toxic Substances Control Act, TSCA, was needed.  In a report issued in 1971, CEQ pressed 

for reforms and protections against toxic chemicals which actually prompted the formation of 

the federal statute.  TSCA requires EPA to protect communities overburdened by exposure to 

dangerous chemicals when evaluating chemical risks.  Given the role of this body as an 

advisory Council to the White House on environmental justice issues, I specifically ask this 

Council today to consider the following ways in which TSCA could be used to bolster 

protections for chemically overburdened communities.   

 

First this Council should advocate for correct implementation of TSCA and urge CEQ to 

demand that EPA calculate the real-world risks to chemically overburdened communities in 

its Chemical Risk Evaluation.  And then to adopt rules that truly protect these communities 

from accumulative risks they face.  TSCA mandates that EPA determines whether a chemical 

presents an unreasonable risk to potentially expose or susceptible subpopulations during the 

chemical risk evaluation process.  And to accurately identify these subpopulations, EPA must 

rely on the best available science to evaluate factors that contribute to greater susceptibility.  

Study have shown that nonchemical factors, including both intrinsic factors such as life stage 

or underlying disease, and extrinsic factors such as psychosocial stress from poverty or racial 

injustice, contributes to an individual's susceptibility to harm from chemical exposures.  

Certain communities face greater intrinsic and extrinsic susceptibility factors in addition to 

greater chemical exposures and should thus be considered as susceptible subpopulations. 

 

Take for examples communities living close proximity to petrochemical facilities in the Gulf 

Coast regions of Louisiana and Texas.  These communities are burdened by high levels of 

exposures from the majority of the 20 toxic chemicals that EPA recently prioritized for risk 

evaluation under TSCA.  These chemicals are associated with a long list of health effects, 

including cancer, birth defects and even infertility.  Further, the communities living near 

polluting facilities in this area are predominantly communities of color who often suffer from 

other nonchemical stressors like poverty and other disease.  In fact, a part of this region along 

the Mississippi river and Louisiana, is referred to as cancer alley due to staggeringly high 
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cancer rates among residents living near these facilities.  And EPA failed to adequately 

consider the susceptibility factors in its finalized and ongoing risk evaluation.  And in doing 

so, is underestimating risk to these susceptible communities.  The WHEJAC should issue a 

statement urging EPA to use its authority under TSCA to protect communities most at risk of 

harm from toxic chemical exposures using the best available science.  Thank you.   

 

Ms. Christine Jones:  I’m not actually here in my role at FCPS.  I’m here in my role as a 

private citizen.  Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to speak today.  I grew up 

on the Gulf Coast and that is where my concerns are focused.  I have to, before I start give a 

shout out to miss Catherine Flowers for her incredible work in Lowndes county.  I have three 

issues of concerns that are in the Gulf Coast.   

 

First, Alabama Power has put 21 million tons of toxic coal ash in unlined pond and is 

polluting Mobile River, Mobile Bay and our Delta, putting them all at risk.  This is an area 

that is incredibly unique in its biodiversity and it is at risk.  It’s been common knowledge for 

years, but nobody in power is doing anything about it.  Why?  Probably because Mobile 

county is 43 percent people of color and has poverty rate 50 percent higher than the national 

average.  Second, Africa Town,  which is a historic community of color near my hometown, 

is impacted hugely by the historic pollution of the papermills that dispels dangerous 

chemicals up until the 1980s.  These overwhelmingly African American communities are 

experiencing significant health impact, especially cancer clusters.  They need help now.  That 

leads me to my third Gulf Coast concern, the Louisiana Chemical Corridor that the last 

speaker just eluded to.  Again, huge cancer clusters, 400, 500, 600 percent greater than 

average.  And these massive petrochemical companies pollute, they face no consequences or 

they have a very poultry fine that they just consider the cost of doing business.  Most of the 

people affected are poor or people are color.  And I’m confident that Dr. Wright, from New 

Orleans, will work to get these communities the justice that they deserve.  Thank you for your 

time. 

 

Ms. Jane Williams:  California Communities Against Toxics.  Thank you for the 

opportunity to speak to you.  A number of the members of the White House Environmental 

Justice Advisory Council I’ve known for decades now.  I just want to make a couple of very 
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important points, especially since we have been working on environmental justice issues here 

in California for decades.  And we are, in some ways, very advanced and in some ways I feel 

like we're back to square one.  The first is that we cannot manage what we cannot 

measure.  That why the measurement tools, that the federal government puts together to 

measure environmental inequities, are critical to get right from the beginning.  And when I 

noticed that the Department of Energy was using the zip code, I strongly urge you to rethink 

that.  Here in California we use the census track and we have found that information that we 

collect, on disproportionate impact, is much more accurate at the census track level.   

 

The second thing I want to note is that there was a review of environmental justice regulation 

and law that was done about 20 years ago by the United Nations.  And what they found was 

that the county that actually had the strongest set of the rights in their constitutional law, and 

the strongest set of regulations was the former Soviet Union.  The problem in the 

environmental devastation in the Soviet Union, it was not that they did not have strong laws, 

it was they did not have strong enforcement.  I cannot emphasize enough how much we see 

complete ignoring of environmental laws.  Many of us in the environment justice movement 

have spent a great deal of our careers trying to implement the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air 

Act, Resources Conservation and Recovery Act, Endangered Species Act, and over and over 

and over again when we see that it is the failure of either the appropriate federal agency or the 

state to actually implement and enforce these laws.   

 

The very important point that I want to make is I want to underscore Dr. Wilson and Dr. 

Wright's comments.  This endemic racism that we see in implementation of who burdens and 

who benefits from activities by the federal government and by private industry, often the 

burdens are borne by our most vulnerable communities and that the benefits accrue to the 

oligarchies.  So the federal government can help change that by basically recognizing that 

you get what you pay for.  If you subsidize fossil fuels, you’ll get fossil fuels.  If you 

subsidize microgrids in environmental justice communities, that's what you’ll get.  Thank 

you. 

 

Ms. Karen Martin, DFO thanked Victoria for facilitating and the public commentators.  She 

recapped that the commenters did an excellent job staying on task as the committee was able 
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to hear from 15 members of the public.  She noted that the public commenting period is 

meaningful because it is an opportunity to hear what's going on around the country.  She 

stated that it gives the WHEJAC members the benefit of hearing what's going on, on the 

ground.  She said that it is also an opportunity to share information to help as 

recommendations are being developed.  She apologized for not being able to hear from more 

commenters as there were over 60 people registered for public comments.  She encouraged 

the commenters, who did not get an opportunity to speak, to submit comments in writing.  

She closed out the Public Comment Period and moved the committee into the business 

meeting portion of the agenda.  She turned the meeting over to the committee chairs to 

proceed. 
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WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Full Name (First and Last): Celene Krauss  
Name of Organization or Community: Kean University, Department of Sociology  
City and State: Union, New Jersey 07083  
Brief description about the concern: My name is Celene Krauss.  I am a sociologist who teaches at Kean 
University in N.J.  I have published research on women in the environmental justice movement, many of 
whom are now represented on the Environmental Justice Advisory Council. I wanted to recognize today 
as an inspirational moment.  This advisory council is made up of many leaders of the environmental 
justice movement who have been active in this movement for over three decades.  They show what a 
movement can accomplish over time. I work in New Jersey, which has just passed one of the strongest 
Environmental Justice bills in the U.S., led by women like Maria Lopez-Nunez. The members of this 
council have inspired me; they have also inspired many of my students who themselves live in sacrifice 
zones, vulnerable, hard-hit communities. Like me, my students find hope in the women and men who 
continue to fight for justice in a difficult historical context where their communities and environmental 
safety are still under assault. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
trust the council to know what and how to advise 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Ms. Martin, 
Please find written comments and a question for the White House Environmental Justice Advisory 
Council March 2021 Meeting.  
Question to submit: The social and physical scientific experts are clear that if you focus your efforts on 
protecting children within environmental justice communities, the entire community reaps the benefits, 
whereas protecting adults alone will not serve to protect children. How will WHEJAC and CEQ align its 
strategies with protecting the fundamental constitutional rights of children, such as children within 
environmental justice communities? Let me know if you have any questions. Thanks, 
Liz Lee 
Government Affairs Staff Attorney 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Celene Krauss  
Name of Organization or Community: Kean University, Department of Sociology  
City and State: Brooklyn  
Brief description about the concern: My name is Celene Krauss.  I am a sociologist who teaches at Kean 
University in N.J.   I have published research on women in the environmental justice movement, many of 
whom are now represented on the Environmental Justice Advisory Council. I wanted to recognize today 
as an inspirational moment.  This advisory council is made up of many leaders of the environmental 
justice movement who have been active in this movement for over three decades.  They show what a 
movement can accomplish over time. I work in New Jersey, which has just passed one of the strongest 
Environmental Justice bills in the U.S., led by women like Maria Lopez-Nunez. The members of this 
council have inspired me; they have also inspired many of my students who themselves live in sacrifice 
zones, vulnerable, hard-hit communities. Like me, my students find hope in the women and men who 
continue to fight for justice in a difficult historical context where their communities and environmental 
safety are still under assault. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
trust them to know what to do.  This is a very accomplished council of devoted environmental justice 
leaders. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Benjamin Eaton  
Name of Organization or Community: Black Belt Citizens Fighting for Health and Justice  
City and State: Uniontown, AL  
Brief description about the concern: Environmental injustice  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? Is 
to have the protection agency that are in place to protect the people, protect them, ADEM, and EPA. All 
people should be treated equal, all environment, the Black and White and the Rich or Poor 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Julian Wischniewski  
Name of Organization or Community: National Park Service  
City and State: LACEY  
Brief description about the concern: As environmental amenities and places to work, public lands 
remain inequitably accessible to priority populations. Fear of discrimination, economic marginalization, 
and structural barriers all play roles in reduced accessibility. Rather than wait for further federal action 
on these matters, some non-profit conservation corps have built relationships with public land agencies 
like the National Park Service (NPS) to create space and opportunity for identity-based crews 
representing women, communities of color, and disabled persons. Many people serving on these 
identity-based crews are doing conservation and environmental work for the first time and is a step to 
promoting a more diverse and representational public lands work force. However, challenges remain in 
creating an atmosphere that is welcoming, relevant, and understanding of the need for affinity spaces, 
especially in parts of the federal land agency workforce. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
What steps will this advisory committee take to ensure that public lands are accessible and relevant to 
priority (EJ) populations as places to work and play in? How will this advisory committee address a 
legacy of exclusion present in public lands? How can the executive branch through its land agencies 
promote identity-based crews to serve on federal lands? 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Ava Gabrielle-Wise  
Name of Organization or Community: Southeast Crescent Regional Commission Coalition  
City and State: Exmore  
Brief description about the concern:   From the November 2020 letter to President-Elect Joseph Biden: 
"Federal regional commissions help local, distressed communities leverage their physical, natural and 
labor assets to create jobs. They make targeted investments in capital, infrastructure, and the workforce 
with a goal of achieving optimum economic output for regional residents. Federal commissions play a 
vital role in shifting communities from economic distress to economic resilience with grants that bridge 
the digital divide and introduce innovation to local industry. These commissions have a track record of 
stimulating innovation, creating jobs, and fostering economic growth. " 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
1. Make a recommendation to the President to appoint a federal co-chair to the Southeast Crescent 
Regional Commission. 
2. Recommend that you consider these criteria as you seek potential candidates. 

• Have a clearly articulated working knowledge of the historical, political, and social 

challenges and 

• opportunities of the region 

• Be skilled in economic development strategies including innovative ways to invest in 

persistent poverty communities and people 
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• Have the ability to navigate the relationships between federal, state, local government as 

well as community, people, and organizations 

• Have the ability to build strong, productive coalitions across public, private, and 

community sectors 

• Have experience working in the southeast region of the US 

• Have experience in executive management of complex operations 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Esther Calhoun  
Name of Organization or Community: Blackbelt Women Rising  
City and State: Uniontown, Alabama  
Brief description about the concern: Coal ash smell in union town, Our federal and state protection 
agencies not following through with complaints, and overall health violations against the people in the 
blackbelt. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
want them to look over our previous complaints investigate and prosecute those who have violated our 
health and human rights. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Ameli Juarez Name of  
Organization or Community: Earth Guardians El Paso  
City and State: El Paso, Texas  
Brief description about the concern: My concern is about El Paso Electric's project to expand a massive 
fracked-gas plant called Newman 6. The expansion of this plant would cause devastating impacts to the 
environment and the community's people.  Some of the toxic gases that Newman emits are Carbon 
Monoxide (CO), Carbon Dioxide (CO2), Nitrogen Oxide (NOx), and Methane (CH4). 
These gases will eventually go into the atmosphere and will also go into the lungs of the people. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to stop the expansion of 
Newman 6. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Jeffrey Schub  
Name of Organization or Community: Coalition for Green Capital  
City and State: West Orange, NJ  
Brief description about the concern: Ensure effective policies are enacted that make targeted 
investments in disadvantaged communities that deliver multiple benefits to undo environmental 
injustice. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
urge this council to support the proposed legislation to fund a new $100B national green bank called the 
Clean Energy and Sustainability Accelerator. At least 40% of the Accelerator's investments must go to 
disadvantaged communities to align with the Justice40 Initiative. This legislation passed the House twice 
in 2020. Today, over 200 organizations, businesses, investors, and utilities support this policy. It was 
endorsed last week by the Equitable and Justice National Climate Platform. And this legislation has 
already been endorsed by the organizations to which many Council members are affiliated. The 
Accelerator is a purpose built nonprofit, nonpartisan investment fund with flexibility, independence, and 
the mandate to invest in underserved communities to deliver an equitable and just transition. With the 
ability to make geographically targeted investments, it will mobilize public and private investment at the 
community level to electrify and upgrade homes, improve building and community resilience, deliver 
cheaper, locally-produced clean power, and much more. It can also use its funds to accelerate the 
retirement of uneconomical and polluting coal-fired power plants, while investing in community 
revitalization. The national Accelerator will work through and with state green banks, which in turn will 
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partner with trusted community-based lenders, like CDFIs, community banks and credit unions. 
Investments will be specifically structured to ensure local job creation, new business formation and 
wealth creation, lower energy costs, and greater local control over one's energy future. And the 
Accelerator will coordinate with government agencies that otherwise are not able to make targeted 
investments in specific communities. Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the process of this 
esteemed Council. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Judi Jones 
Name of Organization or Community: Brughter Maine Smiles  
City and State: Brunswick, ME  
Brief description about the concern: Building the Byhalia pipeline (and all other pipelines)  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Deny any and all permits allowing pipelines carrying any kind of oil, from being built anywhere. Thank 
you 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Justin J. Pearson  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: Byhalia Pipeline: “reckless, racist, rip-off” is what former Vice 
President Gore aptly called this pipeline project and community members across the area agree. 
Two companies, Plains All American Pipeline, L.P. and Valero Energy Corporation, are trying to build a 
pipeline through southwest Memphis neighborhoods to transport crude oil for export. How does it 
impact my community? The Davis Wellfield, an area where water is pumped from the aquifer, supplies 
drinking water to areas of southwest Memphis, including Westwood, Boxtown, and White Chapel. 
MLGW has established Wellhead Protection Zones to guard the wellfield from potential contamination, 
but despite these precautions, the pipeline is slated to plow through Wellhead Protection Zone 2. 
Because crude oil is known to contain cancer‐causing hazardous chemicals such as benzene, Memphis 
residents would be at risk if a leak or spill occurred near a breach in the aquifer’s clay layer. One pound 
of crude oil can contaminate 25,000,000 gallons of groundwater.1 The pipeline route goes through 
predominantly Black communities in Memphis. Boxtown is a Black community that was named after 
formerly enslaved people used scraps of wood and metal from train boxcars to build their homes.2 
Many Black Memphians were outraged after hearing a representative connected to the project describe 
the decision to route the pipeline through South Memphis as a “point of least resistance.”3 The pipeline 
company has been claiming that it has the right to take the property of Black landowners, but several 
landowners are fighting back in court with pro bono legal assistance from local law firm Burch, Porter & 
Johnson.4 This is not the first time that southwest Memphis residents have been forced bear the risks of 
environmental pollution and industrial intrusion. A 2013 study identified the area as an air pollution 
hotspot due to the quantity of industries and emission sources, noting that the cumulative cancer risk in 
Southwest Memphis “was four times higher than the national average.”5 Once again, local residents 
face shouldering environmental and health risks that we did not ask for, but together we can build the 
social and political power needed to stand up to these companies. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
We need the federal government to rescind the Nationwide permit 12 for this project. They are allowed 
to ignore and not solicit community input and misrepresent community interest by using this permit. 
Please consider our request as urgent for social, environmental, and racial justice. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): David Page 
Name of Organization or Community: Westwood Neighborhood Association  
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City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: I am concerned about a pipeline company trying to run a pipeline 
line through my neighborhood in Southwest part of Memphis TN. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please create some type of legislation to stop fossil fuel and other dangerous chemical companies from 
setting up business in any community.  They need to be in an industrial community far away from living 
communities. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Scottie Fitzgerald  
Name of Organization or Community: MCAP  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: Imminent domain, taking properties and making a decision about 
land that is owned outright by homeowners and landowners without their consent. Going through the 
court system without any notification. . 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
live in Memphis TN. And as you know the Byhalia pipeline is trying to force this pipeline through our 
neighborhood. white plains Texas is taking priorities from homeowners offering the pennies on. dollar, 
to run a line through OUR Yard to get to MISSISSIPPI. THIS PIPELINE IS A REAL DANGER TO OUR 
COMMUNITIES. THEY ARE SUING US FOR OUR PROPERTY BY IMMINENT DOMAIN FOR A PRIVATE 
INDUSTRY AFTER WE HAVE SAID NO. WE ARE BEING BULLIED . Checks and balances should be in place. 
Not allow anyone to just take another person's private property! Using someone else land to establish 
more wealth for THEIR personal wealth. Only giving the person small amounts of payment for THEIR 
property and they will profit 99 billion dollars per year. Especially when the. Owner says NO!! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Lloyd Anderson  
Name of Organization or Community: West Junction/Walker Homes/ New Zion MBC  
City and State: Memphis Tennessee  
Brief description about the concern: Is there no help for the weary? My concern is the bullying of a 
people simply because of who they are and where they live. The decision to build the pipeline project 
should not be determined by the billionaires and or corrupt greedy for filthy lucre politicians. There, 
should be an option to submit both written and to present comment at a meeting. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Dear WHEJAC, Do the people a just service and stop the pipeline project from coming to fruition. Stop 
the bullies from winning against a poor people and an underserved community. Stop the ongoing mob 
minded mentality that says, “the poor can’t win because they can’t afford it. Stop the robbery. Stop the 
pain and suffering. Stop this pipeline project!!! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Pearl Walker  
Name of Organization or Community: NAACP MEMPHIS BRANCH  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: I'm the Environmental Justice Committee Chair for the Memphis 
Branch NAACP Please Stop the Byhalia Connection Pipeline from coming through historical, lower 
wealth, Black communities in Memphis!!! 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the permit 12 and shut it down!!! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Holland Harper  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
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City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: I live in Memphis, TN, and the Valero oil company is trying to 
construct a pipeline through our city. This pipeline is environmental racism and classism and would cut 
through and endanger many of our lower income neighborhoods (what the oil company called the "path 
of least resistance"). The pipeline plans to run directly over the wellfield for the Memphis Sands Aquifer, 
which is our city's ONLY supply for drinking water, and it is some of the cleanest and best water in the 
country, and something of which Memphians take great pride. Please help us protect our aquifer, 
protect our land, and protect our people, and not allow us to become poisoned by this pipeline. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please help us stop the pipeline, protect the people of our city, and protect our aquifer! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Kathy G. Beckett  
Name of Organization or Community: West Virginia Native and Environmental Attorney with Steptoe & 
Johnson PLLC  
City and State: Charleston, WV  
Brief description about the concern: EJ and ESG Synergies Must Be Promoted to Garner Sustainable 
Economic Development  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
recommend the WHEJAC consider outreach to native business professionals from the Appalachian 
states who have spent their careers working with its people.  The Biden Administration has a 
tremendous opportunity to work with traditional EJ concepts and enhance them by envisioning common 
goals found in ESG commitments.  Helping communities left behind through fostering true economic 
development necessarily means finding a positive voice looking for solutions (not indictments).  
Solutions that are near term and tangible inspire local citizens, local thought leaders and objective 
national financial investors looking for opportunity. Tremendous good can be done with many seats at 
the table.  I would love the opportunity to contribute. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Lisa Moore 
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis TN  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: My concern is the Byhalia Pipeline project and its path through 
Memphis, TN and northern Mississippi. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please advise the WHEJAC to block the Byhalia Pipeline.  Memphis and Northern Mississippi rely upon 
our underground natural aquifer for 100% of our drinking water. Our clean fresh water is a great source 
of pride.  We also protect our neighbors from harm!  The Byhalia Pipeline project plans a route that is 
directly over our drinking water wells in a significant earthquake risk zone.  The threat of oil spills into 
our drinking water is not an IF scenario it’s a WHEN scenario!  The pipeline company has also threatened 
homeowners with lawsuits if they do not give their ancestral land to the pipeline company. Families who 
have owned their land since the 1930s are at risk. To quote former VP Al Gore, the Byhalia Pipeline 
efforts in Memphis is Reckless (earthquake zone over drinking water aquifer), Racist (going through 
historic African American community) and a Rip-off (no benefit to Memphis community, only for 
pipeline company and Valero).   Please stand for Memphis and neighboring areas to protect home 
ownership and clean drinking water by saying no to Byhalia Pipeline!  Thank you for your consideration. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Josie Wallace  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis, TN  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
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Brief description about the concern: Byhalia pipeline  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please block the development of the Byhalia pipeline in the Memphis metro area. It presents a clear and 
present danger to the drinking water of the predominantly low-income citizens of our area. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Britney Thornton  
Name of Organization or Community: JUICE Orange Mound  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: Very concerned about the potential threat to our water.  Being a 
major source of life and asset, we must not take any chances. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Deny any land use to the Byhalia Pipeline that compromises water consumption by ANY citizens.  
Consider tougher regulations so these land approvals do not get approved without citizen input.  
Promote more environmentally friendly alternatives.  Save our planet! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Christopher Pilcher  
Name of Organization or Community: Mississippi Environmental Stewards  
City and State: Olive Branch Mississippi  
Brief description about the concern: We are facing issues of environmental racism and injustice in the 
Memphis and North Mississippi area. Yet another oil company is trying to obtain rights to install a crude 
oil pipeline that would pump oil to the gulf for export.  We are facing a climate crisis and these 
companies are still being able to inflict harm on our communities with minimal regulations and 
oversight. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop them.  Stop these oil and gas companies from adding more toxins to our environment and help us 
get regulations in place that prevent added carbon in our atmosphere.  We need to be working on a 
solution to the problem rather than allowing companies to create more chaos. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Jessica Clark  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: A crude oil company wants to build a pipeline through one of the 
poorest parts of Memphis and through the aquifer where we get our delicious water. This pipeline 
would not benefit the people of Memphis at all  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please help us stop the Byhalia pipeline and keep our water safe and protect our community! Thank you 
sincerely 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Keshia Williams  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: The Byhalia Pipeline is slated to run through a very vulnerable area 
of Memphis. Not only are our residents at risk, our precious water aquifer is at risk at well. It is reckless 
and unneeded as the residents of Memphis will receive no benefits despite these grave risks. No oil in 
our soil! 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please amplify our voices by supporting our cause. Please put a stop to this reckless pipeline that will be 
obsolete in less than 20 years. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Lisa Patrell  
Name of Organization or Community: Washtenaw350 and Climate Crisis Policy  
City and State: Ann Arbor, Michigan  
Brief description about the concern: Many of the environmental justice struggles with the current fossil 
fuel and nuclear energy sectors are recognized, such as: drinking water vs mining uranium; fishing rights 
vs oil pipelines; air quality vs refineries.  I am concerned about the unrecognized risks to water and soil 
posed by climate change mitigating proposals that aim at the emissions in the air, such as 
geoengineering and technological carbon capture systems. I am in favor of non-technological CCS, such 
as:  preservation of mature trees, sustainable agricultural practices, et cetera. Proposed CCS into oceans 
has to many unknowns that would be introduced into an ecosystem that is already stressed.  Many 
populations around the world depend on the seas for their food.  I am less concerned about far inland 
restaurant menus.  Proposed CCS directly into soil will reduce the nutritional profile of crops grown, per 
extant studies of soil-bound carbon. Geoengineering is similarly mono focuses on one element without 
regard to impact on VitD absorption, which is sunlight dependent, or effects on seasonal crop growth, 
which could impact food production. Net-zero is a zombie solution, as it allows emissions to continue in 
one area of in another area something off-setting is done.  This is in direct conflict with the concept of 
Environmental Justice.  Moreover, the offsets are not adequately measured and often subject to double-
dipping. (see Yale360 article) Further, carbon pricing schemes are a permission slip for the continuation 
of fossil fuel extractions, refining, export, and manufacturing (much of it becomes plastic). Such schemes 
pose as market-solutions, but if the fossil fuel industry was serious and sincere about market-solution, 
then eliminating subsidies would be the real and honest market-solution. Geoengineering, CCS, net-zero 
calculations, carbon-pricing are lifelines to the fossil fuel and nuclear industry; they are not the lifelines 
to air, soil, and water on which human life depends. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
WHEJAC must develop and drive a policy that is environmentally sound across ecosystems, where the 
ability of plant and animal life to thrive in their natural ecosystems is the metric. Ensure that and 
humans will thrive too. Technology has its place in retrofitting mines for geothermal, designing a 
redundant grid (distributed grids linked with underground high-voltage direct current lines); retrofitting 
HVDC in easements where fuel pipelines once were; creating wild-river friendly pseudo tidal systems in 
rivers in place of hydro dams: the next generation of batteries for energy storage and vehicles to 
supplant the current toxic batteries. Legislation is needed to correct a utility's dominance in any 
municipality's or state's ability to transition green renewable energy (cite DTE's 1% cap on homeowners 
who can install solar). Legislation is needed to make the HVDC grid owned by the federal government. 
Municipalities and states should be free to build and own their grids that then connect to the larger grid. 
Utility companies should stay in their lane of producing a product, without direct subsidies, that grid 
owners want to buy. Legislation is needed to eliminate the subsidies paid to the fossil fuel and nuclear 
industries.  Taxpayer dollars are needed for the solutions for tomorrow.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): sophia mason  
Name of Organization or Community: City of Memphis  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: Please monitor Plains All American and Valero’s attempts to route 
the Byhalia Pipeline over the natural aquifer that provides Memphis and parts of surrounding states 
their drinking water. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please monitor Plains All American and Valero’s attempts to route the Byhalia Pipeline over the natural 
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aquifer that provides Memphis and parts of surrounding states their drinking water. This has brought Al 
Gore to rally with us and National News coverage through the Washington Post. Thank you for the work 
you are embarking on! we know it means a lot of drawn out fights! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Amy Murrell 
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Cordova, TN  
Brief description about the concern: The Memphis aquifer has provided clean water to all Memphians 
for many years. This is one of the few areas in our community that equalizes us across race, ethnicity, 
and socioeconomic status. The Byhalia Pipeline threatens that. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Form committees that allows for studies on the intersectionality on inequalities and environmentalism 
and that put money behind our children's rights to exist safely in the future, no. Help all citizens vote for 
racial and ethnic liberty and justice in the context of environmentalism.  Help us to stop projects like the 
Byhalia Pipeline in our community, and others, by supporting us with science. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Sarah Taylor  
Name of Organization or Community: NA  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: Byhalia pipeline proposal in Memphis TN  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
PLEASE STOP the Byhalia pipeline from going through under-represented and under-served 
communities in Memphis. Environmental justice is needed here. Memphis has amazing water and this 
proposal threatens that for the entire community, not to mention the damage it will do to the 
communities it’s construction would tear through. PLEASE STOP THIS PROPOSAL. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Jason Pearson  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against Pollution  
City and State: Memphis Tennessee  
Brief description about the concern: I am concerned about the pipeline plans of Plans All American to 
run a pipeline through my community in Memphis Tennessee. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? To 
retract all permits that the previous administration gave them to place this pipeline in our community 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Gale Gordon 
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: Please withdraw ACE approval of the proposed Byhalia Pipeline in 
Memphis, TN. This is to go over the wellhead of our natural sands aquifer, endangering the only water 
supply for one million people. The proposed companies have a history of polluting the air we breathe 
with blow outs from their refinery. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the building of the Byhalia Oil Pipeline being built over our water supply. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Danielle Bownes  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Cordova  
Brief description about the concern: I am concerned about the Byhalia Pipeline poisoning our drinking 
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water. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please help us stop the Pipeline. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Sally Raburn  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community  
City and State: Memphis, Tn. 38117  
Brief description about the concern: Running a pipeline through neighbors that are predominantly 
African Americas is a true injustice.  Also, we sit on an Aquifer and this is our drinking water, our water 
from the Aquifer is precious and we do not want a leak of oil to cause another Flint, please help us. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? To 
help with our situation regarding our Aquifer, thank you. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Uele Siebert  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Citizens Against the Pipeline (MCAP) 
City and State: Memphis, TN 
Brief description about the concern: As a citizen of Memphis, TN, I am deeply concerned about the 
proposed Byhalia Oil Pipeline and the significant risks it poses to the Memphis Sands Aquifer. Our 
community has rallied the support of our city council and county commission to stand with us in 
opposition to this pipeline, but like so many corporate entities, Plains All American intends to disregard 
our rights by suing the City of Memphis and invoking eminent domain to seize the property of the 
rightful landowners who have refused to sell to the company. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
implore the council to review the antiquated permitting processes which favor the fossil fuel industries, 
and immediately halt any further allowances for oil pipelines and gas extraction (fracking). It is 
imperative that we implement policies that rely on renewable methods of energy now. It is time for 
action, not talks and more studies. 
 
Full Name (First and Last): Laura McArtor  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: The proposed Byhalia Pipeline is threatening the clean drinking 
water in Memphis as well as the rights and well-being of property owners. Please help our community 
protect the Memphis Sands aquifer and the future of our water and health. THE PROPOSED BYHALIA 
CONNECTION PIPELINE WOULD BE SITED OVER THE DRINKING WATER AQUIFER FOR A MAJOR CITY IN 
AN EARTHQUAKE ZONE. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Rescind the federal permit awarded to the Byhalia Pipeline owners. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Timothy Harris  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Empowerment Initiative  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: As a lifelong resident of Memphis, TN, I humbly request an 
immediate stop order foe the Byhalia Pipeline via the Valero Oil company.  They are planning an oil 
pipeline in my RESIDENTIAL community. Our entire city gets drinking water from an underground 
aquifer, and this pipeline directly endangers that fresh water source. . 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
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Please rescind and/all federal allowances and permits for this project. This partnership between Valero 
and a Texas-based developer, is currently abusing the imminent domain ordinances to obtain residential 
property for this ill-advised effort. Please help us save our neighborhood, community, and our drinking 
water. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Sherry McBee  
Name of Organization or Community: Midsouth area of Memphis TN 
City and State: OLIVE BRANCH  
Brief description about the concern: Stop the Byhalia Pipeline that's a danger to our aquifer! 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the pipeline. It isn't needed. It's racist, reckless and wrong! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Katherine Cozzens  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN Telephone  
Brief description about the concern: The Byhalia pipeline, planned for construction in Memphis, will 
have a negative impact on the health and safety of the neighborhoods surrounding it.  It will also cause 
long-term environmental damage and will compromise the purity of the aquifers that supply Memphis 
with clean drinking water. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
implore you to help the Memphis Community Against the Pipeline group to halt production of the 
Byhalia Pipeline. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): sara cornwell  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis community against the pipeline  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: Oppose Byhalia Pipeline and stop environmental racism. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
am a Shelby county resident. I live in midtown. I am respectfully asking that you please help 
stop/oppose the Byhalia pipeline. Please help us decline to sell land or easements to the pipeline 
company. Please do not let big oil put our water at risk. We do not want this pipeline. Our county's 
safety and future depends on you, to oppose this pipeline. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Ben David Freeman  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: Valero Oil Company and Plains All American pipeline, under the 
joint-venture Byhalia Pipeline LLC, are attempting to construct a high pressure crude oil pipeline on top 
of the Memphis Sands Aquifer in a historically disadvantaged section of South Memphis. They are 
utilizing all sorts of unethical tactics to secure the land and convince Memphians that this pipeline does 
not endanger our water supply, which of course it does. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please rescind the Federal fast-track approval for the Byhalia Pipeline and support the City of Memphis 
and its residents in combatting Byhalia Pipeline LLC. Memphis does not want Valero Oil to contaminate 
our incredible aquifer so that they can reap Billions of dollars in additional annual revenue. The pipeline 
endangers our water supply, is a classic case of environmental racism, and should be prohibited at the 
Federal level. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Full Name (First and Last): Max Sarinsky  
Name of Organization or Community: Institute for Policy Integrity at New York University School of Law 
City and State: New York, NY  
Brief description about the concern: Good afternoon and thank you for this chance to speak on 
improving the government’s efforts to address environmental injustice. I’m an attorney at the Institute 
for Policy Integrity, a non-partisan think tank at NYU Law School that focuses on environmental 
regulation and administrative decision-making. While the government should address environmental 
injustice using all available levers, I focus these comments on Policy Integrity’s areas of expertise: agency 
regulation and project-level assessment. Until now, environmental justice considerations have rarely 
been a decisive factor in agency regulations and project-level decisions. While agencies assess 
disproportionate impacts on low-income and minority communities under E.O. 12,898, that analysis is 
normally far less robust than the cost-benefit analyses and environmental impact statements that 
agencies prepare. EJ analysis is also typically separate from a consideration of other regulatory impacts 
and not a key factor. To ensure consistently robust analysis, the White House should provide 
comprehensive guidance and oversight to regulatory agencies. I offer five recommendations here. 
Several of these recommendations find support in EPA’s 2016 Technical Guidance for Assessing 
Environmental Justice in Regulatory Analysis, which can serve as a foundation for future efforts. First, 
Circular A-4’s section on distributional impacts should provide clearer advice on how agencies can 
incorporate equity into a cost-benefit analysis. EPA’s technical guidance recommends that analysts, in 
addition to reporting total costs and benefits, also analyze and report costs and benefits on discrete 
population segments such as income groups. Putting this into regular practice would be a huge step. 
Second, agencies should receive stronger guidance on how to incorporate distributional analyses into 
their decision-making. With cost-benefit analysis, for instance, agencies are advised to promulgate a rule 
only if the benefits justify the costs. But no similar maxim exists for distributional analysis. How, for 
instance, should agencies weigh the sometimes-competing goals of equity and efficiency? Third, the 
White House should coordinate with scientific and economic experts throughout the federal 
government to better assess effects on frontline communities. For instance, more granular spatial 
modeling that has recently become available would allow agencies to better assess pollution at local 
levels and incorporate disparate demographic risk factors.  And more monetization of localized air toxins 
would enable agencies to better quantify the costs of pollution in frontline communities. Fourth, the 
White House should consider providing additional coordination and review of EJ analyses. Cost-benefit 
analysis is once again a good model, as review by OIRA has ensured consistent best practices over 
decades. A similar structure for EJ analysis could do the same. Finally, the White House should facilitate 
interagency coordination to address inequities that may arise through regulation. While the adverse 
effects of some regulations will inevitably fall on some communities more than others, agencies should 
collaborate so that those inequities are effectively addressed through other means. Thank you once 
again for this opportunity to comment. I look forward to seeing the Council’s work progress. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
See above. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Hilary Hahn 
Name of Organization or Community: Elevate Policy Lab, Yale School of Public Health  
City and State: New Haven, CT  
Brief description about the concern: My name is Hilary Hahn. I'm Executive Director of Elevate Policy 
Lab at the Yale School of Public Health. Congratulations on establishing the White House Environmental 
Justice Advisory Council. I offer a specific area of focus: BIPOC women and mothers living in poverty and 
unsafe environments. Over the past year, the public health crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted 
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in a devastating loss of life.  There have also been tremendous economic costs that we won’t be able to 
fully calculate for some time to come. Additionally, the pandemic is exposing and deepening pre-existing 
inequalities and vulnerabilities in social, political and economic systems. Communities already bearing 
the burden of pollution, disease, poverty and crime have been disproportionately impacted. Many have 
people faced extraordinary challenges this past year, but we know that to a great extent, women have 
shouldered the load. Women bear the brunt of both the economic and social fallout of COVID-19. Poor 
and marginalized women have fared the worst of all.  They face higher risk of COVID-19 transmission 
and fatality, higher chance of lost income, and fewer safeguards to protect them against risks. Evidence 
shows that women earn less, save less, hold less secure jobs and are more likely to be employed in the 
informal sector. Women are the majority of single-parent households and they have less capacity to 
absorb economic shocks such as those presented by the global pandemic. It is well-established that 
these stressors can adversely impact women’s mental health. Maternal depression, in turn, leads to 
reduced earnings, to lower wages and to loss of employment. The pandemic is exposing and deepening 
pre-existing inequalities and vulnerabilities. Within the momentum for EJ, it is important to recognize 
the needs of women in the communities already bearing the burden of pollution, disease, poverty and 
crime, and now disproportionately impacted by COVID-19. We must listen to the women with lived 
experience to address maternal mental health as a pathway to social/economic mobility and 
simultaneously provide new economic opportunities for women and families. Specifically, we need to 
address basic needs (e.g. food sovereignty, safe housing, clean drinking water,) and safety (e.g. violence, 
pollution, climate). Elevate works with mothers who are low-income and of color and is always informed 
by those with lived experience.  Mothers help us design our programming, and mothers with lived 
experience are part of paid MOMS Partnership staff. Our work at Elevate is designed to simultaneously 
address three aspects of health --- environmental, economic and maternal mental health. These are the 
critical pathways to both well-being and economic mobility. We call this Triple Bottom Line Justice, and 
it can’t come soon enough. One of the ways we are working actively towards Triple Bottom Line Justice 
is through the MOMS Partnership®. The mission of the MOMS Partnership is to reduce depressive 
symptoms among over-burdened, under-resourced mothers. When mothers do better, their children 
are supported in their emotional and cognitive development.  When mothers do better, generations of 
families are supported to flourish. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? As 
you co-create your Theory of Change, I commend the White House Environmental Justice Council for its 
commitment to engaging those with lived experience to shape federal policy and place-based practice. 
As you do so, we strongly recommend that you elevate attention on maternal mental health of those at 
greater risk in communities of color, low-income communities, and tribal-indigenous populations. The 
Biden-Harris Administration must include this priority as a core component and require all federal 
agencies to contribute to policy and place-based solutions in order to ensure safe, healthy and thriving 
communities for children, caregivers, and families. Elevate would appreciate the opportunity to work 
with WHEJAC on this vital area of focus. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Good afternoon, In preparation for the Advisory Council session this afternoon, please find attached 
herein, a copy of a letter that was forwarded to the President yesterday asking that he consider a 
criterion for qualified candidates for the position of federal co-chair to the Southeast Crescent Regional 
Commission. Regional federal commissions play an important role in alleviating persistent poverty and 
can be vital to creating economic parity for vulnerable regions and marginalized populations. We hope 
that the Council will support our efforts to see that the commission is activated by the presidential 
appointment of a federal co-chair in the near future. 
Kindest regards, 
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A. Gabrielle-Wise 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Desmond Ondatje  
Name of Organization or Community: Private citizen  
City and State: los angeles  
Brief description about the concern: With science providing the data confirming that we already are in a 
"climate crisis", why is the timeline 2050? If we are to avert climate catastrophe with any hope of 
recovery, if it is still possible, shouldn't the aim be towards a more immediate timeline, 2030? What say 
will the common citizen and Indigenous peoples have in the decision-making process, or will it be only 
the corporations and the wealthy that dictate final policy?  Finally, we see the immediate need for 
change and have the ability to do so, is government going to lead the way by acting swiftly ,doing what 
is necessary, informed by the latest findings of science as well as Indigenous knowledge, or will it be 
coerced by business with its "market based approach" and profit being the motive? 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Heed science, utilize Indigenous knowledge, EDUCATE IMMEDIATELY, don’t allow profit to be the driving 
force........encourage simplicity. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Phyllis Gay 
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: My concern is the construction of the Byhalia Connection Pipeline 
by Plains All American and Valero refineries in southwest Memphis, TN. This 49-mile pipeline is a 
connector for two other pipelines transporting crude oil to the Gulf Coast for export. The pipeline 
smacks of environmental racism as it is being built in a predominantly Black community. In addition, it 
poses a dire threat to the Memphis Sand Aquifer from which Memphis and surrounding areas draw our 
pristine drinking water. Allowing a pipeline to be built over the Memphis sand aquifer risks an oil spill 
that would endanger our drinking water and is an unnecessary gamble with our community’s future. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please support the opposition to the construction of the Byhalia Connection Pipeline. In addition, the 
project secured a Nationwide Permit 12 from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The permit is available 
for projects that meet certain environmental requirements. It appears that the Corps of Engineers’ 
review focused on the project’s potential impact on surface water - lakes, rivers, and streams - not the 
underground aquifer.  We ask that the USACE rescind this permit which could further halt the 
companies' plans. Thank you for your consideration. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Teena Halbig  
Name of Organization or Community: United Nations Association of the USA Kentucky Division  
City and State: Louisville, KY  
Brief description about the concern: Per - and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) known as 'Forever 
Chemicals' in drinking water, wastewater, air emissions and industrial sites where fire-fighting foam 
used.  Concentration in the West End of Louisville known as "Rubbertown" with many illnesses and 
cancer.  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please get U.S. EPA Administrator to promulgate regulations for these unregulated chemicals to protect 
the health and welfare of citizens all over the United States - which includes Kentuckians.  Mr. Michael 
Regan is quite familiar with these PFAS chemicals when Director of North Carolina's Environmental 
Quality where a federal consent decree was put in place to address PFAS pollution. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Full Name (First and Last): Tanner Pettit  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Poway California  
Brief description about the concern: The installation and consequent usage of the pipeline will 
adversely affect the people and water supply of the surrounding area in a needless manner. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
would ask WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to stop the pipeline 
from negatively affecting valuable water for the city. I would also ask that no natural landscape be 
ruined for the sake of an unnecessary pipeline. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Jean Brown 
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline - MCAP  
City and State: MEMPHIS  
Brief description about the concern: "This crude oil pipeline is a textbook of environmental racism, 
injustice and environmental degradation. In targeting the Southwest Memphis neighborhood and the 
greater Memphis area this project hopes to force low-wealth Black communities to carry this Billion 
Dollar corporation's oil barrels on their back with no public benefit." 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the Byhalia Pipeline 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Full Name (First and Last): Christine Fox  
Name of Organization or Community: Overton Park  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: The relocation of the pipeline will adversely impact the Memphis 
community. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the pipeline relocation. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Kilby Yarbrough  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: As I'm sure you know, the Byhalia Pipeline is trying to use (and 
thereby endanger, and almost certainly devastate) land in South Memphis. They are trying to exploit 
natural resources to benefit themselves, effectively raping our beautiful aquifer and writing off the 
detriment to the (largely black and brown) community as acceptable collateral damage. It's sickening, 
unconscionable greed. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
We KNOW that pipelines are not safe. Use your influence to bolster investment in renewable energy. 
You must stop big oil companies from pillaging our natural resources in their desperate attempts to 
squeeze every cent out of their dying, shameful industry. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Margaret Holland  
Name of Organization or Community: Yale University  
City and State: New Haven, CT  
Brief description about the concern: Elevate attention to the mental health impacts of climate change 
on children and families  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 



64  

Thank you for this opportunity to participate in this historic inaugural meeting of the White House 
Environmental Justice Advisory Council. My name is Maggie Holland, PhD, and I am a research scientist 
at Yale University, Child Study Center. As we know, climate change poses a range of threats to public 
health and wellbeing— including pollution, increased range and intensity of infectious disease 
transmission, and compromised mental health. As part of your charge to protect public health with 
respect to climate change, I urge you to include an explicit focus on children, mental health, and the 
health of populations at greater risk due limited resources and other social determinants of health, 
including racism and discrimination. These areas have been historically underfunded and inadequately 
addressed but are critical to a comprehensive environmental, health, and economic response. As a 
health services researcher focused on maternal and child health for 10 years, I see the executive order 
that created your council as a great opportunity to expand our country’s response to, and preparation 
for, climate change. Although children are often remarkable resilient, they can also be vulnerable to 
various exposures during development, resulting in life-long repercussions. These repercussions are not 
only to physical health, but also mental health. We need systems to respond to immediate needs 
following climate-related acute disasters, to support families over longer periods of time after such 
events, and to support families facing challenges related to less acute impacts of climate changes. 
Research is needed to determine the best strategies for these systems. Experts from a range of fields, 
such as public health, psychology/psychiatry, and climate science, should be included in this work to 
ensure the best results. Representatives of communities that are likely to be impacted should also be 
included in this work, to ensure their needs will be met with strategies that will be accepted. One 
example of an area to consider is the venue through which physical and mental health services are 
provided. Recently, the use of telehealth increased rapidly when in-person visits were difficult due to 
COVID-19. A next stage should be developing systems to support a smooth transition to telehealth 
during times of crisis, to allow and encourage coordination of services across programs and providers, to 
provide high-quality continuity of services to potentially transient victims of a disaster, and to ensure 
appropriate compensation to providers for these services which is crucial for sustainability. Research 
should be supported to develop these systems, evaluate them, and ensure they are updated and 
effective. Ultimately, I urge the White House Environmental Justice Council to elevate attention on the 
mental health impacts of the climate crisis on children, especially those at greater risk in communities of 
color, low-income communities, and tribal-indigenous populations. The Biden-Harris Administration 
must include this focus as a core component of its Climate portfolio and require all federal agencies to 
contribute to policy and place-based solutions in order to turn disadvantaged communities — 
historically marginalized and overburdened — into healthy, thriving communities, for children, 
caregivers, and families. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I am Teena Halbig, Clean Water Chair for United Nations Association of the USA Kentucky Division and 
Floyds Fork Environmental Association addressing UN SDG #6: Cleaner water for better health 
EXPOSURE by attorney Rob Bilott is a book exposing DuPont. DuPont spun off Chemours after Bilott won 
a $671 Million dollar lawsuit from DuPont.  There are only 2 Chemours in the U.S. and one is right here 
in Louisville, KY and adjacent to Louisville’s Chemours is DOW DuPont. This is in the West End’s 
Rubbertown where citizens live 10 years less than citizens in Louisville’s East End. See the documentary 
movie, Dark Waters, (on Netflix or Amazon) produced by Mark Ruffalo (actor/producer/director) who 
plays attorney Rob Bilott. This movie will provide a lot of information about these dangerous chemicals: 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) known as ‘Forever Chemicals’.  These chemicals do not break 
down readily and some can persist for thousands of years in the environment.  CDC has tested human 
blood in the United States to reveal 98% of us have these chemicals in our blood – even in the blood of 
newborns!  3M created PFAS; PFOA and PFOS are the most studied. However, there are now as many as 
500 and with changes in chemistry, perhaps 5,000 of these chemicals. In our everyday lives, we come 
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into contact with these chemicals which are linked to serious illnesses and cancer. In fact, this is A 
MASSIVE PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS!  CDC reports that PFAS is linked to cancer, liver damage, decreased 
fertility and increased risk of asthma and thyroid disease.  The Environmental Working Group 
(www.EWG.org) reports:  testicular, kidney, liver and pancreatic cancer; weakened childhood immunity; 
low birth weight; endocrine disruption; increased cholesterol; weigh gain in children and dieting adults. 
It has been proven that PFAS chemicals are in Louisville’s Drinking Water but the Louisville Water 
Company does not want to use granular activated charcoal filtration all year long, but only on an “as 
needed basis”.  Additionally, Reverse Osmosis (RO) is needed to remove DuPont’s trade name chemical, 
GenX.  GenX is the replacement for C8 which was banned in the U.S.  Louisville was found to have the 
2nd highest level of GenX out of 40 cities studied by EWG. After DuPont paid for water infrastructure in 
North Carolina, the levels of PFAS decreased in the blood of resident’s living close to Chemours. DuPont 
also paid for a Thermal Oxidizer to remove PFAS air emissions 99.99% in North Carolina. Not much of 
anything is the answer to the following questions: 

• What is Louisville doing?   

• What is Louisville Water Company doing?   

• What is Air Pollution Control District doing?  

• What is Metropolitan Sewer District doing?  

• What is the state doing?  I was told the state is “not working on any regulations at this 

time”.  We got HB559 and HR 82 in the KY General Assembly but even the Resolution was 

stopped! 

• What is the federal government doing?  (see below) 

H.R. 535, PFAS Action Act of 2019 passed the U.S. House Jan. 2020 but the U.S. Senate has never acted.  
H.R. 2377 Protect Drinking Water from PFAS Act, would amend the Safe Drinking Water Act to require 
the Administrator of the U.S. EPA to publish a maximum contaminant level goal and promulgate a 
national primary drinking water regulation for PFAS. Call 1- 202-225-3121 
H.R. 2605 PROTECT ACT = Prevent Release of Toxics Emissions, Contamination, and Transfer Act of 2019 
requires U.S. EPA to issue a final rule adding PFAS to be “hazardous air pollutants and to revise the list of 
air pollution sources. Please make removal of PFAS from public drinking water, industrial air emissions, 
wastewater and fire-fighting sites a priority. Please have blood testing done on residents near 
Chemours. 
 
Teena Halbig  
Vice President and Clean Water Chair 
United Nations Association of the USA Kentucky Division 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Full Name (First and Last): Leah Hartung  
Name of Organization or Community: Clean Power Lake County  
City and State: Lake County, IL  
Brief description about the concern: My name is Leah Hartung, and I have lived in Lake County, IL my 
whole life, but it wasn’t until I joined the grassroots, environmental justice organization, Clean Power 
Lake County, that I learned fully of the environmental injustice plaguing my community. Lake County has 
two facilities that emit Ethylene oxide. Until the Chicago Tribune published a story about these facilities, 
no one in the nearby communities was aware of this threat to their health. Federal, state, and local 
officials knew about the carcinogen being released into our air but failed to warn their constituents 
about the hazard. Our county health department, along with the two municipalities where the facilities 
are located, had to conduct their own EtO monitoring after they determined that the U.S. EPA would not 
do the necessary testing and found the concentration of EtO to be well above acceptable levels. In one 
spot near an elementary school, the cancer risk posed by EtO was more than 5,000 people per million, 
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which is thousands of times higher than the EPA’s determined acceptable levels. Ethylene oxide is a class 
1 carcinogen. We need the U.S. EPA to fund ambient air testing in Lake County. We need the EPA to find 
alternatives to EtO and phase out this killer. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Yet, Ethylene oxide is not the only killer in Lake County. Our county is home to one of the oldest 
operating coal plants in the country and is the largest point source of air and water pollution in the 
entire County. Year after year the American Lung Association gives Lake County’s air quality an “F” 
because of the toxic pollutants emitted by the coal plant. One in three children who live in Waukegan, 
the city where the plant is located, suffers from asthma or asthma-like symptoms; inhalers are a 
common sight on the playground. Emitting 90 pounds of mercury and 4,472 pounds of lead annually, 
according to EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory, the coal plant also threatens our drinking water and our 
wildlife. Additionally, the plant has two coal ash ponds next to Lake Michigan. These ponds contaminate 
our groundwater and have shown elevated levels of several pollutants in violation of Illinois state law. 
We need strong coal ash regulation that prevents ash from leaching into our groundwater. Coal ash 
cannot be capped-in-place. Over time it erodes the clay liners and continues to pose a threat to health 
and safety of community members. Yet, this toxic burden is not shared equally by people across Lake 
County, which is one of the wealthiest in the country.  It is working-class, immigrant, Latinx residents 
who are statistically more vulnerable to health problems, disproportionately lack access to quality 
health care, and live nearest to the coal plant, who are exposed to these toxins. Once a flourishing city, 
and still the largest in Lake County, factories abruptly abandoned our lakefront, leaving Waukegan to 
deal with serious consequences, including lack of employment, a devastated tax base, and a legacy of 
contaminated sites. We need a just transition from this dirty, polluting coal plant to a vibrant, green 
economy. We need jobs that don’t make us sick. Coal plants are not profitable. They will close down. 
Our federal legislators must ensure that when they do, communities like Waukegan are not once again 
left to face increasingly expensive and hazardous clean up with fewer resources, especially money, for 
the community. All of the issues afflicting Lake County are exacerbated by the fact that for many of the 
residents most impacted, English is not their primary language. How can we explain the hazards in our 
community, if our people cannot understand the information released by the government? We need all 
documents to be translated into Spanish, or the other languages used in a community, as well as real 
time translation at all events. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Todd Fernandez  
Name of Organization or Community: Climate Crisis Policy - Volunteers  
City and State: New York  
Brief description about the concern: We need to make sure to include 100% Clean Energy and Vehicle 
standards in any moving legislation, with enforcement mechanisms.   In seven more years, our pollution 
levels will lock-in 1.5 degree warming, after which tipping points begin.  We must act fast for the future.  
2030 should be the deadline. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? To 
include enforceable, industry standards to stop the pollution that is harming environmental justice 
communities most directly.  And to make sure there is a counting of expected GHG reductions from all 
proposed legislation, on a timeline.  And, we need a clear plan to build 100% renewables in the 
timeframe required by the emergency.  Too late, is too late. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Robert Mitchell  
Name of Organization or Community: Muck City Black Lives Matter/Stop The Burn Go Green Campaign 
City and State: Belle Glade, FL  
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Brief description about the concern: Hello, my name is Robert C Mitchell the Founder of Muck City 
Black Lives Matter group made up of grass root residents. The Pre-harvest sugar field burning currently 
in our community is a toxic and outdated harvesting practice that takes place every year from October 
through May over the approximately 400,000 acres of sugarcane fields in and around the Everglades 
Agricultural Area (EAA). Farmers burn sugarcane crops before harvest to remove the leaves and tops of 
the sugarcane plant leaving only the sugar bearing stalk to be harvested. This unnecessary harvesting 
practice negatively impacts the health, quality of life, and economic opportunity of residents living in 
and around the EAA. Residents health impacts are severely exasperated during this intense burning 
season and our properties are damaged with no incentive or accountability to the Sugar Mills who 
supply 19 percent of the jobs in the 3 impacted low-income Black and Brown communities. 
Discriminatory burn regulations based on wind direction ensure more affluent communities to the east 
are spared when the wind blows their way, while residents in and around the Glades, predominantly 
lower-income communities of color, remain unprotected from the smoke and ash; when the wind blows 
toward them, burning permits are granted. The discriminatory burning regulations are under the 
authority of Florida’s Agricultural Commissioner, Nikki Fried, who oversees the Florida Forest Service; 
the agency that hands out pre-harvest burn permits. The Muck City BLM has partnered with the Stop 
The Burn/GO GREEN Campaign a grassroots environmental justice campaign to replace pre-harvest 
sugar field burning with modern, sustainable, burn-free green harvesting. Green harvesting is practiced 
by major sugarcane producers around the world, including growers in Louisiana. Florida growers even 
green harvest, but only when it is convenient for them. Where green harvesting has been embraced 
large-scale, the sugarcane leaves and tops, instead of going up in smoke, are utilized to create additional 
sources of income or savings for the growers and more sugar-related jobs. The leaves being burned can 
produce Biofuel, Plastic products, Electricity, and Mulch to name a few benefits.  In addition, stopping 
the burn also means less climate impacts, less water pollution, and more soil regeneration — all critically 
important for the restoration of the Everglades. Green harvesting is a Win, Win, Win situation for the 
industry and the community. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
*Include the Glades communities of Western Palm Beach County (including Belle Glade, South Bay, 
Pahokee, as a designated frontline community of color who will be eligible for Justice40 funds meant to 
benefit disadvantaged communities of color impacted by environmental justice issues. *Please allocate 
funds directly to grass root efforts such as Muck City BLM group as well as organizations, and other 
movements of positive change outside of the City Government to ensure balance and fairness within the 
communities of need. *Make sure to identify the sugarcane growing region in Florida within and around 
the Everglades Agricultural Area as eligible for the funding of programs aimed at promoting the 
sustainable burn-free practice of green mechanical harvesting which is the alternative to the 
environmental injustice caused by pre-harvest sugar field burning. *Green Mechanical Harvesting allows 
for the leaves and the tops of the sugar cane plant to be utilized instead of being burnt in a manner that 
can provide valuable natural resources to produce renewable biofuels, tree-free paper products, and 
can also be used for mulching in a manner that can help sequester carbon, improve soil health to reduce 
reliance on chemical fertilizers and pesticides as is the practice currently used by Native Brand's Green 
Cane Project in Brazil which uses green harvests sugarcane and is the world’s largest organic 
regenerative agricultural operation *I implore the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality to find ways to push the sugar industry to abandon the toxic outdated, and 
unnecessary farming practice of pre-harvest burning and adopt Green Harvesting *This will eliminate 
public and environmental health issues and a blatant example of environmental racism in practice all 
while promoting a solution that will help mitigate climate change and create green jobs which is exactly 
in line with the stated goals of the new administration. Thank you so much again for your time and 
consideration. We genuinely appreciate your attention to these important matters. Muck City BLM 
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Founder/Stop the Burn GO GREEN campaign Leader Robert C. Mitchell 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Patrick F Ferguson  
Name of Organization or Community: Sierra Club’s “Stop The Burn Go Green Campaign" 
City and State: Lauderdale-by-the-sea 
Brief description about the concern: Pre-harvest sugar field burning is a toxic and outdated harvesting 
practice that takes place every year from October through May over the approximately 400,000 acres of 
sugarcane fields in and around the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA). Farmers burn sugarcane crops 
before harvest to remove the leaves and tops of the sugarcane plant leaving only the sugar-bearing stalk 
to be harvested. This unnecessary harvesting practice negatively impacts the health, quality of life, and 
economic opportunity of residents living in and around the EAA. Discriminatory burn regulations based 
on wind direction ensure more affluent communities to the east are spared when the wind blows their 
way, while residents in and around the Glades, predominantly lower-income communities of color, 
remain unprotected from the smoke and ash; when the wind blows toward them, burning permits are 
granted. The discriminatory burning regulations are under the authority of Florida’s Agricultural 
Commissioner, Nikki Fried, who oversees the Florida Forest Service; the agency that hands out pre-
harvest burn permits. The Stop the Burn Campaign is a grassroots environmental justice campaign to 
replace pre-harvest sugar field burning with modern, sustainable, burn-free green harvesting. Green 
harvesting is practiced by major sugarcane producers around the world, including growers in Louisiana. 
Florida growers even green harvest, but only when it is convenient for them. Where green harvesting 
has been embraced large-scale, the sugarcane leaves and tops, instead of going up in smoke, are utilized 
to create additional sources of income or savings for the growers and more sugar-related jobs. In 
addition, stopping the burn also means less climate impacts, less water pollution, and more soil 
regeneration — all critically important for the restoration of the Everglades. Green harvesting is a win-
win-win situation.  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Include the Glades communities of Western Palm Beach County (including Belle Glade, South Bay, 
Pahokee, as a designated frontline community of color who will be eligible for Justice40 funds meant to 
benefit disadvantaged communities of color impacted by environmental justice issues Make sure to 
identify the sugarcane growing region in Florida within and around the Everglades Agricultural Area as 
eligible for the funding of programs aimed at promoting the sustainable burn-free practice of green 
mechanical harvesting which is the alternative to the environmental injustice caused by pre-harvest 
sugar field burning. Green Mechanical Harvesting allows for the leaves and the tops of the sugar cane 
plant to be utilized instead of being burnt in a manner that can provide valuable natural resources to 
produce renewable biofuels, tree-free paper products, and can also be used for mulching in a manner 
that can help sequester carbon, improve soil health to reduce reliance on chemical fertilizers and 
pesticides as is the practice currently used by Native Brand's Green Cane Project in Brazil which uses 
green harvests sugarcane and is the world’s largest organic regenerative agricultural operation see: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.global-
organics.com%2Fcane-
sugar.php&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88
b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=
59%2FYovzGZncwhRNIypfX5Dx5yM%2BfEI8ff48ot35HN7A%3D&amp;reserved=0 I implore the WHEJAC 
to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to find ways to push the sugar industry to 
abandon the toxic outdated, and unnecessary farming practice of pre-harvest burning and adopt Green 
Harvesting This will eliminate public and environmental health issues and a blatant example of 
environmental racism in practice all while promoting a solution that will help mitigate climate change 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.global-organics.com%2Fcane-sugar.php&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=59%2FYovzGZncwhRNIypfX5Dx5yM%2BfEI8ff48ot35HN7A%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.global-organics.com%2Fcane-sugar.php&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=59%2FYovzGZncwhRNIypfX5Dx5yM%2BfEI8ff48ot35HN7A%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.global-organics.com%2Fcane-sugar.php&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=59%2FYovzGZncwhRNIypfX5Dx5yM%2BfEI8ff48ot35HN7A%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.global-organics.com%2Fcane-sugar.php&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=59%2FYovzGZncwhRNIypfX5Dx5yM%2BfEI8ff48ot35HN7A%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.global-organics.com%2Fcane-sugar.php&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=59%2FYovzGZncwhRNIypfX5Dx5yM%2BfEI8ff48ot35HN7A%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.global-organics.com%2Fcane-sugar.php&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=59%2FYovzGZncwhRNIypfX5Dx5yM%2BfEI8ff48ot35HN7A%3D&amp;reserved=0
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and create green jobs which is exactly in line with the stated goals of the new administration. Learn 
more about green harvesting here: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstopsugarburning.org%2Fgreen-
harvesting-
solution%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C
88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
sb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdat
a=vBRuWIxDJq%2FNSAoV5y5MiAyLTZpraLVImfiQelgX7cY%3D&amp;reserved=0  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Mary Shesgreen  
Name of Organization or Community: Save Our Illinois Land  
City and State: Elgin  
Brief description about the concern: The Fossil Fuel Industry has brought humanity to the brink of 
extinction. They continue to make billions of dollars while their actions cause massive human 
dislocation, suffering and death to the poorest of the poor throughout the whole world. In the US, we 
must protect and support communities that have been contaminated by mining, fracking, leaks and 
spills from oil and gas, and exposure to particulate matter from industry and traffic.  They need funding 
and restoration. Workers from the fossil fuel industry need good-paying jobs in industries that heal the 
earth, instead of contaminating it. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please end all subsidies of fossil fuel industries, please say no to new demands for subsidies for bogus 
solutions like Carbon Capture and Storage. Pleases support clean, safe, convenient, and free public 
transport.  Create high-paying jobs in wind and solar energy, battery storage, retrofitting homes and 
public buildings, and advancing energy conservation and energy efficiency.  Please support a new 
Civilian Conservation Corp for young people, especially those from communities of color and low-
income communities, to be employed upgrading our National Parks. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Duffy-Marie Arnoult  
Name of Organization or Community: The Climate Reality Project: Memphis and Mid-South Chapter 
City and State: Memphis, TN 
Brief description about the concern: Please do everything you can to stop the Byhalia Pipeline. Texas oil 
companies, Valero and Plains All American, stand to make billions in profit and our Mid-South 
community, especially our South Memphis and North Mississippi neighbors, hold the health and 
environmental risks. The Army Corps of Engineers granted the Nationwide 12 permit, however they 
noted that “oil spills are reasonably foreseeable future actions.” This permit was also issued without 
having to do a study on the risk of the water below the surface, especially endangering our Memphis 
Sands Aquifer that supplies our greater community with life-giving, safe drinking water. This pipeline will 
cut right through the aquifer and protected Davis Wellfield where there are known areas of thinner clay 
and it is also in an earthquake zone. Emissions from fossil fuels are the dominant cause of global 
warming. Environmental injustice and new fossil fuel infrastructure have no place here today or in the 
future and we need to stop the Byhalia Pipeline and all future pipeline builds. Congressman Steve Cohen 
has spoken out about this and has been working with the Southern Environmental Law Center to create 
awareness and appeal to the Biden administration for help to rescind fast track approval for the Byhalia 
Pipeline. Thank you to Congressman Cohen, Catherine Flowers, Dr. Bullard and everyone joining 
together with Memphis Community Against Pollution to stand up to this pipeline. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
am asking the council to please appeal to President Biden and Vice President Harris to look into this 
matter and rescind the Nation Wide permit 12 granted by the Army Corps of Engineers to the Byhalia 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstopsugarburning.org%2Fgreen-harvesting-solution%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=vBRuWIxDJq%2FNSAoV5y5MiAyLTZpraLVImfiQelgX7cY%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstopsugarburning.org%2Fgreen-harvesting-solution%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=vBRuWIxDJq%2FNSAoV5y5MiAyLTZpraLVImfiQelgX7cY%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstopsugarburning.org%2Fgreen-harvesting-solution%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=vBRuWIxDJq%2FNSAoV5y5MiAyLTZpraLVImfiQelgX7cY%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstopsugarburning.org%2Fgreen-harvesting-solution%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=vBRuWIxDJq%2FNSAoV5y5MiAyLTZpraLVImfiQelgX7cY%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstopsugarburning.org%2Fgreen-harvesting-solution%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=vBRuWIxDJq%2FNSAoV5y5MiAyLTZpraLVImfiQelgX7cY%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstopsugarburning.org%2Fgreen-harvesting-solution%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C273eabdd926549e9db9908d8f3a05955%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527217329669490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=vBRuWIxDJq%2FNSAoV5y5MiAyLTZpraLVImfiQelgX7cY%3D&amp;reserved=0
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Pipeline construction company to stop this pipeline project and not allow it to be built period. This 
Nation-Wide permit 12 is also creating a loophole being used by multiple pipeline projects across the 
country to avoid responsibility and fast track approval process and this needs to be addressed. Thank 
you for taking the time to read and consider my comments. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Martin N Hurley  
Name of Organization or Community: South Memphis  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: We are against this pipeline coming through our community. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Shut down this project! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Melissa Martin  
Name of Organization or Community: Center for Democratic and Environmental Rights (CDER) Rights of 
Nature Campaign Team  
City and State: Eugene, Oregon  
Brief description about the concern: Due Process for Environmental Justice  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
My comment: If injustice is a violation of rights, and justice is the court-ordered restoration of what was 
lost, ideally preventing future wrongs, then environmental justice requires we reconsider our legal 
approach to nature. If we look at our origin story, we find the concept of natural rights hoisting the very 
brand of America -- inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, or property, as it was 
implemented in our Bill of Rights.  And we know how the law has treated nature as a function of 
property, but isn’t nature also a pretty important function of our rights to life and liberty?  Isn’t our right 
to life dependent on the right to clean water, clean air, nutritious food grown with healthy natural 
systems to include pollinators?  Aren’t the blessings of liberty secured by first being safe from extreme 
weather, fires, floods or sea level rise? Why does it seem our natural rights to life and liberty have been 
alienated? As many environmental lawyers will tell you, because it’s the law.  It currently protects the 
developers and the pollution industries and immunizes politicians from liability for failing to maintain 
such things as wastewater infrastructure.  It props up state preemption power to keep health, safety 
and well-being standards low.  It traps environmental advocates into a well-regulated loop of protests, 
public comments and hopes for better election results.  But the legal imbalance of rights remains. We 
currently lack the legal tools to do anything about this.  So, to fix a systemic wrong, we must ask a 
fundamental question:  What process is due? How do we ensure our rights to life and liberty are 
properly enforced?  Three things: 1.  We need to acknowledge rights to/of healthy, natural systems; that 
they must be able to exist, flourish, support ecosystems and be free from harm by human activity, 2.  
We need legal standing to enforce such rights in a court of law, and 3.  We need the legal remedy of 
restoration. To find systemic environmental justice, this is what process is due; to hear the voices of 
those whose natural rights were violated, to understand the best available science on the matter, and to 
solve problems through restorative means, righting what was wronged and preventing future harm. It’s 
a necessary procedural safety net should the current regulatory system miss the mark in environmental 
protection.  It encourages responsible government and business activities.  It sidesteps politics and 
brings these issues to bear through relevant, reliable evidence in a court of law; exactly where the 
problems and solutions of environmental justice belong. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Anna Morris 
Name of Organization or Community: MCAP 
City and State: MEMPHIS 
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Brief description about the concern: Memphis and surrounding areas reject the Byhalia Pipeline but 
Plains All American Pipeline ignores the people. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Do NOT allow any company to build a pipeline over any aquifer! Do NOT allow any company to build a 
pipeline through neighborhoods that rejects it! 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Kizzy Jones 
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: Byhalia Pipeline:  What is going on? Two companies, Plains All 
American Pipeline, L.P. and Valero Energy Corporation, are trying to build a pipeline through southwest 
Memphis neighborhoods to transport crude oil for export. How does it impact my community? The 
Davis Wellfield, an area where water is pumped from the aquifer, supplies drinking water to areas of 
southwest Memphis, including Westwood, Boxtown, and White Chapel. The Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) has recorded over 4,000 oil and fuel spills just since 2010. Even 
though pipeline companies are now required to install leak detection systems, these do not always work 
as planned. Only about 7% of the recorded spills were discovered because Alarmingly, the proposed 
route lies within a known earthquake zone. The New Madrid Seismic Zone is the most seismically active 
area in the central and eastern United States,13 yet the companies still plan to construct an 
underground pipeline through residential areas over a crucial drinking water source. Also, in 2016 then 
Attorney General and now Our Vice-President Kamala Harris sued this very company. This very company 
who wants to jeopardize our drinking water...  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Pull the USACE permit...HELP!!! Stop Byhalia Connection Oil Pipeline and Plains All American Oil Pipeline  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Bridget McGregor  
Name of Organization or Community: Virginia League of Conservation Voters  
City and State: Fredericksburg, Virginia  
Brief description about the concern: Wegmans is seeking to build a distribution center in Hanover 
County, Virginia, which if completed will impermissibly compound upon the environmental injustices 
that have splintered the Brown Grove community. During Reconstruction, freed slaves settled near the 
Air Park site and thus created Brown Grove. It remains a predominantly African American community 
today, and has been significantly displaced by industrial encroachment, including Interstate‐95, Hanover 
County Airport, a landfill, and a concrete plant. The proposed development will contribute to the 
pollution generated by these other industrial sources and accelerate the degradation of Brown Grove. 
Moreover, the development will eviscerate possible graves and historic markers unless Brown Grove has 
an earnest opportunity to inspect the site and provide insight; several members of the community have 
invaluable oral histories and can recount seeing graves on site. Wegmans’ wetlands delineation also 
does not comply with the federal and state wetland program requirements because it excludes data 
necessary to identify all wetlands onsite (over 15 acres). The Corps’ public notice also contains 
numerous errors. It fails to note the existence of the segregation era Brown Grove School. The notice 
continues to state the Corps is waiting for VA DEQ to complete its Coastal Zone Management Act 
Consistency Review, which was completed in error due to the aforementioned misleading information 
provided by Timmons in late 2019 and early 2020. DEQ has stated they do not plan to conduct another 
CZMA review. The Corps prematurely determined that no Environmental Impact Statement was 
necessary under the National Environmental Policy Act, indicating without further explanation that the 
agency believes that this project poses no significant environmental impact. However, DEQ’s records 
show that this permit, if approved, will be both the largest destruction of wetlands outside of the 
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Hampton Roads area and the second largest destruction of non‐tidal wetlands in Virginia over the last 
five years. In consideration of the extensive community concern, ongoing and uncorrected critical flaws 
in the delineation, unaddressed environmental justice failures, and sheer volume of wetlands to be 
destroyed, this project will significantly affect the quality of the human environment, and therefore  
must be classified as a major federal action under the NEPA. Permitting action should not progress 
unless and until an appropriate and comprehensive EIS is performed.  These issues cannot be continued 
to be ignored, as they already have been by the local board of supervisors and the State Water Control 
Board. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? As 
of now, the permitting process has been moved along as the Army Corps of Engineers NEPA review 
process continues.  If possible, we would like the WHEJAC to engage in this process and monitor its 
progression to ensure the protection of the Brown Grove community and environment. While we 
understand the need for a Wegman’s distribution facility in Virginia, there were multiple other locations 
to choose from that did not pose nearly as many environmental and social justice threats but were 
ignored. The permit for the Brown Grove sight needs to be denied and this project needs to be built 
elsewhere. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Good afternoon!   
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute today.  I won't have the time to mention this, should I have 
the honor of a 3-minute public comment, but there is quite a lot to this conversation as it does entail a 
certain paradigm shift (legally and relationally).  We stand ready to answer any questions and concerns.  
Specifically, Thomas Linzey of the Center for Democratic and Environmental Rights (CDER), cc'd, should 
be your first stop. Also, I don't believe I answered the pointed question of "what I'd like WHEJAC to 
advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do."  Simply, I'd like the discussion to gain 
prominence in any real debate for legislative/policy change.  The fundamental problem is that all 
interests (such as true health of a water body or interdependent species for example) are not being 
effectively considered in our current system, along with the false belief that nature can "take" what we 
give it, which has been clearly held untrue -- scientifically and anecdotally. My ask is that we take a hard, 
refreshed look at the health of our legal roots before deciding what to prune.  I believe the addition of 
these three procedural measures will provide the as-needed legal tool to fight whatever pests or 
diseases may come -- organically. Again, thank you for this window and for your hard work with these 
critical matters. 
Respectfully, 
Melissa Martin 
CDER Rights of Nature Campaign Team 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Full Name (First and Last): Clara Marie Hogan  
Name of Organization or Community: Shelby County  
City and State: Cordova  
Brief description about the concern: This pipeline is an environmental danger to our community and 
the future of our kid’s health. This pipeline poses an immediate threat to the drinking water in our great 
city. I oppose this pipeline. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Vote against this 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Full Name (First and Last): Jameson Christopher Davis  
Name of Organization or Community: Environmental Justice Law Society @ Vermont Law School  
City and State: South Royalton, Vermont  
Brief description about the concern: Congratulations!  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
On behalf of the Environmental Justice Law Society (EJLS), we would like to congratulate the inaugural 
committee of the White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Prashant Singh  
Name of Organization or Community: Asian American  
City and State: Bethesda, MD  
Brief description about the concern: Hello WHEJAC, Good afternoon. Please consider rural communities 
in infrastructure investments an example is Indian Tribes who face quite a negative externality due to 
the geographic region in which they live. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Update benefit cost analysis in regulations to factor in more in-depth analysis of impacts to minority and 
disenfranchised communities. Current Benefit cost analysis utilizes quite a bit of rote boilerplate 
templates without looking at granularity. This creates a filter that weeds out the effect of outliers and 
thus creates a systemic deficiency in policy decisions. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Simone Sagovac  
Name of Organization or Community: Southwest Detroit Community Benefits Coalition  
City and State: Detroit, MI  
Brief description about the concern: Improved accountability in air and other permitting and federally 
funded infrastructure projects, to assure equal protection of public health for all residents.  Our 
organization engages in air and health monitoring and concerns related to border and other truck traffic 
pollution and other industrial sources, including work mitigating a current federal project.  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Four asks: 1) Cumulative impacts must be accounted for in all air permitting processes, using an EJ 
screening tool, health impact assessment or other proven and available tools. 2) Hotspot areas within 
nonattainment zones must be given priority for mitigation and resources. Current ambient monitoring 
on a county-wide determination scale does not reflect the highest exposures in hotpot EJ areas.  Finer-
scale air monitoring is necessary and possible to provide equal health protection to all residents. 3) No 
permits should be granted to increase pollution emissions in nonattainment areas where that same 
pollutant is being exceeded, and highest caution taken where any nonattainment exists.  Detroit/ Wayne 
County has been in continuous nonattainment for over a decade and there is no accountability in the 
State Implementation Plan process to achieve resolution: The disparate costs are paid in our public 
health.  And clear goals must be set to require Best Available Technologies for emissions reduction in all 
permitting. 4) Infrastructure projects at the federal level and any level using federal dollars must not 
disparately impact EJ communities, and processes need to make residents whole.  In areas where 
population density is declining, density level should not affect appropriate mitigation for impacts upon 
each residence or vulnerable entity affected, like protections of noise walls and other buffering.  The 
focus on new infrastructure investment must take actions to provide equal health protections for all. 
Thank you for your strong consideration of these recommendations that can improve health for all in 
our community for generations to come. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Marva Maples  
Name of Organization or Community: Delta Sigma Theta  
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City and State: Cordova, TN  
Brief description about the concern: My concern about the Byhalia Pipeline in Memphis, Tennessee is 
the devaluation of homes, eminent domain, and impacting drinking water. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Need you support in opposing and restricting companies from building a pipeline. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): John Mueller  
Name of Organization or Community: Private citizen  
City and State: Tulsa, OK  
Brief description about the concern: Drinking water quality and its impact on EJ. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Recommend an immediate moratorium, with full justification details published in the Federal Register, 
on Community Water Fluoridation until such time that safe levels of exposure, with adequate margin of 
safety, are determined by a proper Risk Assessment. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Arthur Gardo  
Name of Organization or Community: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.memphiscap.org%2F&amp;
data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C28659166257b4b86627508d8f3ab4fda%7C88b378b36748486
7acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527264859104057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC
4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=pFVXP6%2FHjS
XkwkY%2Bl4eT5p9t46jyz17vGjjpXcOzPtU%3D&amp;reserved=0  
City and State: Fort Walton Beach, Florida  
Brief description about the concern: This pipeline is a danger to the residents where this pipeline is 
planned! 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the Byhalia Pipeline! We thank you! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Jasmine Hall  
Name of Organization or Community: BM4F  
City and State: Flint, Michigan  
Brief description about the concern: I’m grateful to see this advisory committee convene and how 
important EJ appears to be to this administration. I am Jasmine Hall (@jaspublichealth,) a millennial 
local public health leader in Flint Michigan, where we are seven years into the horrific Flint water crisis. I 
am also a recent graduate of the Epidemiology program at Harvard University. As you know, our 
democracy was stolen through Emergency Managers and government failed at every level to provide 
safe drinking water for over 18 months. Our community is still dealing with the impacts of being 
poisoned, retraumatized, and consistently not being heard. Just yesterday, the Flint Water Crisis had a 
settlement deadline where residents faced pressure to join without being informed of the details of the 
settlement including the potential claim amount and the option to opt-out. In this settlement, there are 
major concerns from residents (bit.ly/fwcsobjections) and barriers to accessing proof of medical 
documentation including: only 1% of neuro developmental exams have been completed and residents 
are asked to complete a bone lead scan, which has not been approved by the FDA for use in humans. 
Without blood levels, medical documentation, or the exams listed above, adult Flint residents would 
receive less than 1000 per household and children receive ten times less than they would if they had 
access to proof. While the community is raising our voices as loud as we can, our officials are not 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.memphiscap.org%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C28659166257b4b86627508d8f3ab4fda%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527264859104057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=pFVXP6%2FHjSXkwkY%2Bl4eT5p9t46jyz17vGjjpXcOzPtU%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.memphiscap.org%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C28659166257b4b86627508d8f3ab4fda%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527264859104057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=pFVXP6%2FHjSXkwkY%2Bl4eT5p9t46jyz17vGjjpXcOzPtU%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.memphiscap.org%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C28659166257b4b86627508d8f3ab4fda%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527264859104057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=pFVXP6%2FHjSXkwkY%2Bl4eT5p9t46jyz17vGjjpXcOzPtU%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.memphiscap.org%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C28659166257b4b86627508d8f3ab4fda%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527264859104057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=pFVXP6%2FHjSXkwkY%2Bl4eT5p9t46jyz17vGjjpXcOzPtU%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.memphiscap.org%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C28659166257b4b86627508d8f3ab4fda%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527264859104057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=pFVXP6%2FHjSXkwkY%2Bl4eT5p9t46jyz17vGjjpXcOzPtU%3D&amp;reserved=0
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listening and not speaking up. We are, once again, not being heard. I could not help but notice that not 
one person from Flint is named on this [WHEJAC] council. In the 21st century, there is no EJ without 
mentioning the Flint Water Crisis. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
urge you to pay attention to how Flint is being treated in this settlement, ensure that Flint receives 
justice from the Water Crisis including Medicare for All. I also encourage you to give Flint, Michigan a 
seat at this Environmental Justice table. There are folks like Nayirrah Sharif, Dr Pam Pugh, Dr. Reynolds, 
Karen Weaver, myself and many more who could serve on this advisory committee as Flint 
representatives to help elevate the voices of the Flint community. If there is no room, please allow us to 
bring a chair. We deserve to have our voices heard. Thank you. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Murilo Alves Zacareli  
Name of Organization or Community: University of Wisconsin-Madison  
City and State: Madison, Wisconsin  
Brief description about the concern: New and old fossil fuel developments violate Indigenous 
sovereignty, threaten ecosystems, pose many dangers to Native and non-Native communities, and 
challenge efforts to establish a clean and sustainable economy/society. While climate change affects all 
of us, scientific evidence, as well as experiences shared by underrepresented communities, clearly show 
that Black, Indigenous, and people of color are disproportionately affected. Climate justice is racial 
justice. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Dear Members of the WHEJAC, I would kindly urge you to advise the WHC on EQ to consider climate 
justice as racial justice. In this sense, and in order for our country to foster a sustainable, clean, equal, 
inclusive, and equitable society, the economy needs to move away from fossil fuel-based resources. As 
aforementioned, fossil fuels violate Indigenous sovereignty, threaten ecosystems, pose many dangers to 
Native and non-Native communities, and challenge efforts to establish a clean and sustainable 
economy/society. I appreciate the opportunity to share my thoughts. Best regards, Murilo Alves Zacareli 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Genna Mastellone  
Name of Organization or Community: MN350  
City and State: Minneapolis, MN  
Brief description about the concern: The Line 3 tar sands pipeline is currently being constructed across 
Northern Minnesota on treaty land. It is currently being fought in court and the company is trying as 
hard as it can to finish construction before court cases are decided. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? If 
a concern of the WHEJAC is Indigenous issues, as well as clean water and climate change mitigation, 
then stopping Line 3 must be high priority. The Army Corps permit, given by Trump without an EIS being 
conducted, must be revoked by President Biden. You should look into this issue and direct the president 
to do so. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Alyssa Garza  
Name of Organization or Community: Sunrise El Paso  
City and State: El Paso, TX  
Brief description about the concern: Air and water quality in El Paso, Texas. El Paso's electric company 
(EPE) is privatized and tied to JP Morgan and proposed a new generating station to continue fracking. I 
propose the whole station should be solar energy considering El Paso is the 10th sunniest city in the 
world. We should transition to renewable energy. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 



76  

want the WHEJAC to start regulating big companies and stop the privatization of public utilities that 
communities depend on to survive. I want to see strong action towards the country's transition to 
renewable energy. Once again, I want action! I want the council to address environmental justice and 
implement that into their policies. I want action and not words. Words will not save us from the climate 
crisis. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Christine Popowski  
Name of Organization or Community: MN350  
City and State: Minneapolis  
Brief description about the concern: Line 3 and environmental justice.  
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
would strongly encourage the stoppage of the construction of line 3.  I prefer to call it destruction.  First 
of all, it is breaking the treaties we signed with the Native Americans back in the 1800s.  This is literally 
breaking the law.  I guess the government can get away with that.  Secondly, it makes no sense to build 
an oil pipeline under 200+ bodies of water and the Mississippi River considering Enbridge's 200+ record 
of past spills.  The Mississippi River is where we get our drinking water. Third, we certainly should not be 
transporting 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Robert Hendrickson  
Name of Organization or Community: MN350  
City and State: Minneapolis, Minnesota  
Brief description about the concern: As a lifelong Minnesota resident, I have so many fond memories 
exploring the wilderness and waters of back country Northern Minnesota. It troubles me that our state 
has allowed construction of Enbridge's Line 3 reroute and expansion to commence and threaten our 
state’s natural beauty. This pipeline will create carbon emissions equivalent to 50 coal plants or 38 
million additional cars on our streets. On top of this staggering statistic is the inevitability that Line 3 will 
spill and contaminate countless watersheds, poisoning the fish, the wild rice, the birds, the people. 
Already, miles and miles of our pristine forest have been clear cut to make way for this tar sands 
pipeline. Now, as workers prepare to drill underneath the rivers (including the Mississippi twice), 
indigenous women, children, and two-spirits face increased harassment from law enforcement and 
pipelayers. Every day this continues is another day our nation says a Canadian oil company is worth 
more than the well-being of our Native American communities. So much is threatened by this archaic 
infrastructure, perhaps our next generations most of all. They cannot afford this pipeline, and we need 
to take action for their sake. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Revoke the Trump-Era permits that allowed construction of this pipeline to move forward. At the very 
least, halt construction until the Minnesota Court of Appeals have finished considering various 
indigenous communities' and environmental groups' concerns (mid to late June). 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): J.D. Ruybal 
Name of Organization or Community: Northern Colorado Community Rights Network  
City and State: Windsor  
Brief description about the concern: As We The ‘marginalized’ People have always been aware of the 
harm inflicted upon us and the environment in the pursuit of profit (for example see: Dodge v. Ford 
Motor Co. and corporate person-hood). We collectively are now becoming aware of the power and 
influence of the corporate oligarch. As I here words like this group giving “recommendations” ...This 



77  

does ‘Not’ give one confidence. And as I hear the goal is ‘Economic’ growth how does that equate to 
justice? Is it economy or justice? Please note the latest examples of politicians giving into politics instead 
of truly representing the people. Please know, from the bottom of my heart, I want to have faith 
however, being a longtime person involved in the community of people I have little to no confidence in 
our governmental process...Incremental change in this day is not an option. (please don’t dismiss me 
simply because I talk in truth). See: House Bill 1115 and House Bill 1189 are just other examples of 
politicians giving in to the pressures of other politicians—instead of duly elected officials holding their 
ground for the Health and Wellbeing of the people. 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Fle
gislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-
less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-
c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8
bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749716899%7CUnknown%7CT
WFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&
amp;sdata=dyUBJfQhtUb3E4wWE%2BBuoixIL%2FpWx3n%2F7BG1U47HWrQ%3D&amp;reserved=0 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03
%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-
complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7
C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
GZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;s
data=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0 In Solidarity  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Move from an advisory position into a more 'binding recommendation's position ***There are key 
issues that MUST be addressed*** 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Fle
gislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-
less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-
c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8
bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CT
WFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&
amp;sdata=pRuRw3Lh1u1G%2B5mx4yXNquy1BputTOazSRHjd3Llrco%3D&amp;reserved=0 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03
%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-
complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7
C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
GZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;s
data=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0 In Solidarity 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Arnold London  
Name of Organization or Community: MN 350.org  
City and State: St. Paul MN  
Brief description about the concern: Climate destruction is a social justice issue. The administration 
MUST stop construction of the Line 3 tar sands pipeline before it is too late to stop cancelling out all MN 
conservation work into the future. We must transition NOW to renewable energy and leave the carbon 
IN THE GROUND!!!!!! I’m a physician for 44 years and this carbon bomb must not go off! President Biden 
stopped KXL and he must do the same for line 3. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop Line 3 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749716899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=dyUBJfQhtUb3E4wWE%2BBuoixIL%2FpWx3n%2F7BG1U47HWrQ%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749716899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=dyUBJfQhtUb3E4wWE%2BBuoixIL%2FpWx3n%2F7BG1U47HWrQ%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749716899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=dyUBJfQhtUb3E4wWE%2BBuoixIL%2FpWx3n%2F7BG1U47HWrQ%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749716899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=dyUBJfQhtUb3E4wWE%2BBuoixIL%2FpWx3n%2F7BG1U47HWrQ%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749716899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=dyUBJfQhtUb3E4wWE%2BBuoixIL%2FpWx3n%2F7BG1U47HWrQ%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749716899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=dyUBJfQhtUb3E4wWE%2BBuoixIL%2FpWx3n%2F7BG1U47HWrQ%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749716899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=dyUBJfQhtUb3E4wWE%2BBuoixIL%2FpWx3n%2F7BG1U47HWrQ%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=pRuRw3Lh1u1G%2B5mx4yXNquy1BputTOazSRHjd3Llrco%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=pRuRw3Lh1u1G%2B5mx4yXNquy1BputTOazSRHjd3Llrco%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=pRuRw3Lh1u1G%2B5mx4yXNquy1BputTOazSRHjd3Llrco%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=pRuRw3Lh1u1G%2B5mx4yXNquy1BputTOazSRHjd3Llrco%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=pRuRw3Lh1u1G%2B5mx4yXNquy1BputTOazSRHjd3Llrco%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=pRuRw3Lh1u1G%2B5mx4yXNquy1BputTOazSRHjd3Llrco%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradopolitics.com%2Flegislature%2Fbill-to-separate-county-commissioners-and-boards-of-public-health-advances-but-with-less-power%2Farticle_ef955f78-8c29-11eb-a9f5-c75295d2a2f3.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=pRuRw3Lh1u1G%2B5mx4yXNquy1BputTOazSRHjd3Llrco%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoloradosun.com%2F2021%2F03%2F30%2Fcolorado-air-pollution-whistleblowers-complaint%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cdb117ae124f144c6ac3e08d8f3b1a8bb%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527291749726784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=9G4sN4zMCRSHR8nCPNsDJxr8icE5Mcacvx9kUA9RWks%3D&amp;reserved=0


78  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Christine Popowski  
Name of Organization or Community: MN350  
City and State: Minneapolis  
Brief description about the concern: Environmental injustice  
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
would like to see the Council stop construction of Line 3.  I call it destruction.  Here are my reasons.  
First, we signed a treaty with the Native Americans in the 1800s that would give them fishing and 
hunting rights.  This pipeline is breaking that treaty which is literally breaking the law.  Is our 
government above the law?  Second, it makes no sense to build a pipeline carrying tar sands oil under 
200+ bodies of water plus the Mississippi River given Enbridge's spill record.  Third, we should not be 
transporting oil in any way during a climate crisis.  We instead should be creating renewable energy jobs 
and replacing lead pipes contaminating drinking water all over the country.  So please advise them to 
stop line 3. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Valentia Taylor  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis and Shelby County  
City and State: Cordova, TN  
Brief description about the concern: This pipeline will affect all parties residing in this area. The drinking 
water will be very harmful to all individuals and their health.  Additionally, this will not be beneficial to 
any families to risk their lives. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? To 
locate another area for that will not mean stealing someone land and not harm an individual’s health. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Eleanor Dvorak  
Name of Organization or Community: Volunteer with MN350 (but do not speak for them); supporter of 
UCS, Sierra Club, Greenpeace, NRDC, FOE, Earthjustice and more. 
City and State: Minnetonka 
Brief description about the concern: My concerns include these areas: (1) Treaty rights; (2) Making 
private industry pay for their pollution (not the government, i.e. the public); and (3) Climate justice. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
My request is that the US government works to do the following: (1) Uphold and honor treaty rights - 
this includes stopping Line 3 pipeline in Minnesota, which violates federal treaties that have previously 
been upheld in court.  This unnecessary pipeline threatens the Anishinaabe people's homes, culture, 
livelihood, and water that is used to grow their sacred wild rice, which is threatened also by climate 
change. The facts are that NEW pipelines have more frequent and larger spills than old ones. (Line 3 also 
threatens the Mississippi River, the longest river in North America. ) (2) Make private industry AND their 
executives responsible for the pollution they create in our communities, including the air, water and 
land--and climate change, which execs knew about decades ago. Corporations must own and pay the 
total cost of the production, distribution, use and disposal of their products -- this is not the public's job, 
i.e. the government should not pay for toxic site cleanups. (3) Ensure climate justice as you develop 
programs to slow climate change and mitigate its effects that we can't stop.  Examples include helping 
marginalized communities -- offer training and jobs for installing solar panels or building electric 
charging stations; bring alternative energy to poorer areas, fund the creation of vegetable gardens in 
urban areas and support small, traditional farming methods that are regenerative, improve bus routes, 
and address health risks to poorer communities that get put in bad locations, like near highways or 
incinerators--by offering free medical care and moving assistance, and shutting down the polluters. 
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Thank you for working for the people! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Thomas Middleton  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline (Byhalia Pipeline)  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: The Byhalia Pipeline project is trying to go through one of the 
lowest socio-economic areas in Memphis, TN (Boxtown area) and is a major threat to our Sparta-
Memphis aquifer which is a part of the Mississippi Embayment. We have long laid claim to some of the 
best water to drink in the world and the pipeline puts that at risk. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the Byhalia Pipeline project in Memphis, TN 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Bonnie Beckel  
Name of Organization or Community: Volunteer with MN350  
City and State: Minneapolis, MN  
Brief description about the concern: The Enbridge tar sands oil pipeline is a climate and an 
environmental disaster in the making.  Most of us know that we are at a pivotal point in earth history, 
when we must move rapidly toward a fossil fuel free future.  Building fossil fuel infrastructure has not 
been a rational choice for 40 years.  The risks of this and other pipelines to our precious water resources 
are unacceptable. A look at the history of pipeline leaks and spills tells the story - oil pipelines always 
leak, some right after they are built, some years later. The toxic mix of solvents required to push tar 
sands sludge through pipelines is dangerous to the health of eco-systems and living beings.  And finally, 
the threats to our treaties with our indigenous relatives must stop here. The healing of our genocidal 
treatment of native peoples on this native land can be a blessing to us all. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please advise our leaders to revoke the federal permits that allow Line 3 to continue to be built and 
used. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Sarah Harper  
Name of Organization or Community: MN350  
City and State: Minneapolis  
Brief description about the concern: My name is Sarah Harper. I live in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and I 
have been trying to stop a tar sands oil pipeline for 5 years. The Line 3 pipeline is currently under 
construction, cutting through untouched treaty lands and over 200 bodies of water in northern 
Minnesota. This pipeline is set to be drilled under the Mississippi River Headwaters in northern 
Minnesota as soon as the ice cover thaws. Emissions from this project will be equivalent to building 50 
new coal fired power plants. That’s more emissions than the entire state of Minnesota produces every 
year. The tar sands oil that Line 3 will carry comes from the most destructive oil operation on earth in 
the tar sands region of Alberta, Canada. The first nations living there were displaced and a portion of the 
boreal forest greater than the size of Florida has been skinned to extract toxic tar sands oil. This type of 
oil is the dirtiest, most polluting kind on earth. Enbridge, the company behind Line 3, was responsible for 
the largest inland oil spill in US history right here in northern Minnesota just 30 years ago as well as the 
Kalamazoo River disaster in 2010 – where over 1 million gallons of tar sands oil leaked into the river. 
Now, over a decade later, it still hasn’t been fully cleaned up. These spills have devastated and poisoned 
their surrounding communities to this day. All of this destruction is for oil that isn’t even needed. Right 
now, the Minnesota Department of Commerce along with 3 Native tribes and other advocates are 
appealing the decision to approve this pipeline. We are in pandemic – demand for fossil fuels has 
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changed, and climate policies are rapidly shifting as you all mentioned. This pipeline will not benefit 
society and we can say no to it. Biden can also say no to it by revoking federal permits for Line 3 just like 
he did for the Keystone XL pipeline. We must demand him to do so. When I learned the dangers of Line 
3 and the brave Indigenous leaders fighting it, I couldn’t turn away. And none of you should be able to 
turn away either – I hope that you won’t. I hope you will carry this message and do what you can to stop 
Line 3. Thank you. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop Line 3. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Anshul Gupta  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Valhalla, NY  
Brief description about the concern: There are grave environmental justice concerns around the Byhalia 
Connection pipeline (being routed through already pollution-burdened black neighborhoods over a 
wellhead protection zone of the Memphis Sand Aquifer, the sole source of drinking water for the 
region), Enbridge Line 3, and Dakota Access Pipeline  (both these have similar problems to the Byhalia 
Connection, affecting the indigenous population in these cases). 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please cancel the USACE NWP 12 permits of the Byhalia Connection Pipeline and Enbridge Line 3.  Also, 
please shut down the illegal Dakota Access Pipeline, which is operating without a permit! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The President’s Council on Sustainable Development under President Clinton had big goals, 5 Cabinet 
Secretaries, corporate and “Big Green” CEO’s ; only two of us could be considered as Long term EJ 
activists and only Ted Strong was directly from the rich community of Tribal  communities. We worked 
amazingly hard over the six years and were rightly proud of work across this land.... but it was barely a 
dent in the fundamental framework of INJUSTICE and lack of power distribution in the US at the end of 
the 20th century.  You have an OPPORTUNITY and RESPONSIBILITY in 2021 to do better and do 
differently! This is the JUSTICE Century, we stand on the shoulders and hopes of our ancestors and those 
as yet unborn ....I stand ready to support you and pray for your work and our country! Peace, Dianne 
Dillon-Ridgley 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Madeleine Hallberg  
Name of Organization or Community: MN350 Volunteer  
City and State: St. Paul, MN  
Brief description about the concern: As a white Minnesotan with European ancestors who depends on 
the Mississippi for water, I am very concerned about the construction of Enbridge's Line 3 in northern 
MN. This pipeline violates treaty rights and perpetuates colonialism and all its harms, is causing massive 
environmental violence, puts the water of millions at risk, will massively contribute to CO2 emissions, 
and does not have a certificate of need for the MN Dept. of Commerce. Advocating for stopping 
Enbridge's new Line 3, as well as the total decommissioning of existing Line 3, is completely within the 
scope of WHEJAC's purpose, and I encourage you to take this on as your first issue. Stopping Line 3 is a 
multifaceted issue and involves most of your environmental justice areas of work, so it is a great place to 
start, in addition to being an urgent issue. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
would appreciate advocacy and guidance on radical and innovative change to repair harms (both to 
people and environment). We really need investment, research and development, and mobilization on 
par with the New Deal and WWII production to reverse climate change and establish a hopeful future. It 
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will also be important to listen, include, and educate people and corporations who may not be 
supportive of resulting policies and frame issues in ways that are relevant to them. (Example: farmers in 
Chisago County, MN make more money having solar panels in their fields than crops, so economic 
advantage is positioned ahead of clean energy.) Thank you all so much for your time and energy. I 
appreciate you. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Kristen Jones  
Name of Organization or Community: private citizen  
City and State: Annandale, Virginia  
Brief description about the concern: industrial pollution, especially chemical pollution, and coal ash 
pollution from Alabama Power  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
punish polluters so severely that they are disincentivized from polluting, e.g., huge fines, prison time 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Mary Dylkowski  
Name of Organization or Community: Human Beings  
City and State: Stacy  
Brief description about the concern: Line 3 - Environmental Justice.  
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
The council should apply pressure on any decision makers that have authority to Stop Line 3.  This 
pipeline is an environmental disaster from start to finish. It is damaging the livelihoods of indigenous 
people across MN.  The wild rice beds and maple trees that provide basic income to so many are 
disappearing at an alarming rate due to climate change and pipeline construction.  When the pipeline 
spills, and it will, the clean water for millions of people we be in jeopardy. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Brenda Bell Brown  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against Pollution (MCAP) / G6PD Education 
Front & Scholarships Fund  
City and State: Santa Clara, California  
Brief description about the concern: The community where I was born and raised took on Big Oil and 
Won - More lessons to be learned from the fight waged by South Memphis, TN against the Byhalia 
Connection Pipeline  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
My voice was raised in solidarity with the people who opposed the installation of the Byhalia Oil Pipeline 
in South Memphis, TN.  Know that the force behind the win in this very recent battle is the Memphis 
Community Against the Pipeline (MCAP).  I was born and raised in this community that has been assailed 
time and time again with blights to the health and human welfare of its residents.  Know that we stood 
firm in opposition to the installation of the Byhalia Oil Pipeline—enough is enough! This legacy of man-
driven environmental assault on land and people must end. Across this nation, all around the world 
corporate greed has driven the assault on the water, land, and air of places and spaces predominantly 
inhabited by people of color.  Victims of this assault have spanned generations. I know.  I am a survivor 
of this legendary assault on my homeplace—Walker Homes—in South Memphis, Tennessee. I 
remember as a child playing in the backyard of our neighbors across the street.  The woods behind those 
homes was the ultimate playground. We were children. We did not know that we were actually playing 
on hills of trash. And that was not the only ill-aspect of the place that we called home. Every summer, 
the mosquito fogger would come through our neighborhood. The billows of smoke would leave dead 
disease-carrying mosquitos and larvae in its wake, along with dozens of sick children who loved to play 



82  

in the fogger’s white clouds.  As children, we had no clue just how detrimental these aspects of our play 
were to our health.  Over time, my mother figured it out. As a child, I had asthma. There are many 
triggers for this respiratory ailment that has a higher prevalence and incidence of morbidity in Blacks 
than any other race in America.  After many years of not-knowing, I now know without a doubt what lies 
at the root of my health ailments from which my mother fought to protect me.  I am one of over 400 
million people worldwide with a genetic predisposition known as G6pd enzyme deficiency. Those who 
are knowledgeable of G6pd enzyme deficiency triggers—most especially, how those triggers assault the 
body through what is breathed, ingested, and touched—are very wary of the environmental dangers like 
the ones posed by the pollutants directly connected to the Byhalia Oil Pipeline. Give time, energy, and 
focus to the study of genetic predispositions prevalent amongst affected populations experiencing the 
highest incidence of health disparities in response to weaponized water, soil, and air.* *weaponize 
(verb) - make into or use as a weapon or a potential weapon. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Dr Sonja Brookins  
Name of Organization or Community: Soil and Water Conservation District  
City and State: Tampa, Florida  
Brief description about the concern: How are conservation agencies merging to enhance environmental 
justice? There seems to be a disconnect when conversations occur around ejected communities. What 
can be done on a local level to change the narrative on this movement towards acceptance for all. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? To 
emphasize the importance of connection between the agencies within the local community and assist 
with profit and non-profit businesses with financial assistance to help educate community regarding 
environmental justice. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Tara Widner 
Name of Organization or Community: individual  
City and State: Minneapolis, MN  
Brief description about the concern: I am Pembina Band Anishinaabe (Ojibwe) from the White Earth 
Reservation. My ancestors have been on the land called Minnesota since well before it was recognized 
as a state or even a territory. Like my ancestors, I am a ricer. I canoe through the clean lakes and rivers 
of Minnesota to hand harvest manoomin/wild rice each autumn. Manoomin is sacred to the Ojibwe. The 
manoomin harvest continues to be central to Ojibwe families for it’s spiritual, nutritional, and economic 
value. The Enbridge Line 3 replacement, which is an expansion and reroute, run through the 1855 Treaty 
areas in Minnesota. Treaties are recognized as the highest law of the land in the 6th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. The Treaties guarantee that the Ojibwe retain the right to hunt, fish, trap and gather 
within the boundaries of both the unceded land on the Reservations and the ceded land. In order to 
maintain healthy harvest, the water and land must remain unpolluted. A bitumen spill from this pipeline 
would prevent the Ojibwe from exercising those rights by destroying whole ecosystems supporting 
those harvests. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Enbridge Line 3 Mississippi River crossing must be revoked. This pipeline violates Treaty Rights as well as 
threatening the water supply of millions of people downstream. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thanks for this opportunity. I would like to know what are the provisions for addressing the challenges 
and the tensions on the social fabric on black and brown communities as usually those are the one that 
host climate refugees.  
Beatriz Jaramillo 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Full Name (First and Last): Jayeesha Dutta  
Name of Organization or Community: Another Gulf Is Possible  
City and State: New Orleans  
Brief description about the concern: The "world's richest man," billionaire Elon Musk, wants to expand 
his private SpaceX facility at Boca Chica Beach in Brownsville, TX. Nearby residents have been speaking 
out against the destructive operations of the SpaceX facility for years. Since the facility began operations 
in 2019, Elon Musk's SpaceX rocket testing has caused numerous fires and explosions that threatened 
the people of Brownsville's safety and have caused wildfires. Monthly operations have also displaced 
people from their homes at Boca Chica Village, and monthly operations have stripped locals' access to 
the pristine beach. If the expansion goes forward, the gentrification and damages will only increase in 
size and scale. Facing the direct threats of this facility's operations are many low-income communities of 
color, national wildlife refuges with endangered species like the Aplomado falcon and ocelot, and two 
proposed fracked gas (LNG) plants that would pose extreme safety risks on their own -- all within a 6-
mile radius. The SpaceX facility is currently located and planning to expand on sacred land to the Carrizo 
Comecrudo Tribe of South Texas and is being built without their consent. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop Space X and Elon Musk's colonization of already vulnerable border communities on indigenous 
lands in Brownsville. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Karen Hulstrand  
Name of Organization or Community: On behalf of Minnesota and all our future children  
City and State: Stillwater, Minnesota  
Brief description about the concern: I am very concerned about the Line 3 pipeline and the dirty tar 
sands oil is going to transport through the northern part of my state.  This will exacerbate climate 
change, endanger our water through leaks from the pipe and break the Native Peoples treaty rights.    
This is process that has been racist and very short sighted for the future of our world. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
would like President Biden to revoke the permits for Line 3 and find better ways then toxic tar sand oil 
to supply the world’s energy needs.  I would like our country to stop breaking treaties with the Native 
Peoples of this land.  I would like our water and wild rice protected in Minnesota. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Juan Elizondo  
Name of Organization or Community: Furr High School  
City and State: Houston, Texas  
Brief description about the concern: Please help us, Furr High School. We are the first high school in the 
nation to focus on Environmental and Social Justice, and with our elders and mentors at Tejas, together 
we have been able to uplift and empower our youth. We need help with sustainability and support to be 
able to pay volunteers and youth to uplift their cities and communities. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Empower high schools and grass roots organizations to be able to work together and uplift social and 
environmental justice work together. In Houston, Furr High School works closely on the daily with Tejas 
to implement lesson plans with teachers, field trips, internships and partnerships with universities. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Beatriz 
Name of Organization or Community: Jaramillo  
City and State: Los Angeles California  
Brief description about the concern: I would like to know what are the provisions for addressing the 
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challenges and the tensions on the social fabric on black and brown communities as usually those are 
the one that host climate refugees. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
consider this an important aspect of climate change that is affecting our communities and I would like to 
see that it is included in the agenda 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Salote Soqo 
Name of Organization or Community: Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) 
City and State: Cambridge, MA 
Brief description about the concern: There is a lack of a governance framework to address climate-
forced displacement in the US. Yet, many Indigenous communities and communities of color are being 
disproportionately affected by the climate crisis and are being forcibly displaced from their homes due 
to a combination of climate-induced events. Current government responses are inadequate and 
inequitable. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
WHEJAC should advise the WHCEQ to (1) increase federal funds that target the most affected 
communities, (2) grant federal funds directly to frontline communities or their designated 
representatives, (3) make FEMA equitable (4) establish a multidisciplinary, multi-jurisdictional working 
group that includes frontline community groups to guide the federal government in developing the 
institutional capability required to support communities' in their self-determination to adapt in place, 
relocate or retreat in a dignified manner. UUSC will be sharing these policy recommendations in more 
detail on April 7th and we will be happy to share it with the WHEJAC. Since the entire country is being 
spotlighted on its unethical and discriminating practices, and now we realize that accountability 
measures and policy change need to happen. Please make the new EPA Administrator Mr. Michael 
Reagan, require all his appointed regional administrator associates be held accountable in their 
performance agreements, and project management, thus accountability to regional staff. Policy change 
is needed along with a full blown "policy audit," if there is such a thing. This needs to be conducted, 
implemented, and prioritized as soon as possible. Thanks, -Tyler Hill 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Nalleli Hidalgo  
Name of Organization or Community: Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services  
City and State: Houston Texas  
Brief description about the concern: Increase investments in youth programs that inform youth about 
environmental justice issues and a JUST TRANSITION from fossil fuels to green and clean energies. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? As 
an Education Liaison for Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services, I would like for WHEJAC to 
provide more youth programs, internships, and trainings for EJ youth at the frontlines. We need more 
outreach and educational programming at the frontline around JUST transition from fossil fuels and 
green, clean and safe jobs. There is a need for jobs and lack of job opportunities for our frontline youth. 
We need to create a pipeline to clean and safe jobs for EJ communities and youth. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Manuel Reyes-Leon  
Name of Organization or Community: Houston Independent School District  
City and State: Houston  
Brief description about the concern: I want to bring to the table the fact that there was no 
representation from youth. It would be beneficial to hear the point of view and take from a younger 
perspective. The examples and efforts from different organizations was awesome to hear about but we 
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also need the next generation to keep up with us in our present efforts. This way someone can act as a 
leader in our own position if one day we are no longer here. Do not undermine youth in conferences or 
meetings. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Assign different and more environmental councils to different bioregions to better the people on a more 
local level.  Protect the short and long term health effects from the environment and increase list of 
watched chemicals released into the atmosphere 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Mily Trevino-Sauceda  
Name of Organization or Community: Alianza Nacional de Campesinas, Inc. 
City and State: Thousand Palms 
Brief description about the concern: Worker Protection Standards Change back the 100 feet away zone 
when spraying - past administration rolled back the regulations to 25 feet. Look into the use of 
Chlorpyrifos, Paraquat and Round Up  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Coordinate meetings and work with various groups including Earth Justice, Alianza Nacional de 
Campesinas, Inc. (with 15 groups in 11 states) as well as Farmworker Justice to  talk about all the 
impacts these  bad decisions in using the three mentioned chemicals when some states have banned 
them already and return the decision about WPS 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Sally Jane Gellert  
Name of Organization or Community: various City and State: Woodcliff Lake, N.J. 
Brief description about the concern: General commentary. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
am glad to see this council formed with 2 strong New Jersey EJ activists, Maria Lopez-Nuñez and Nicky 
Sheats.  I had a conflict with today’s meeting at the same time as an EESI Congressional briefing, Toward 
an Evidence-Based Nuclear Energy Policy, and want to encourage you to watch the video of that 
presentation, particularly that of panelist Leona Morgan, as soon as it is posted.  Ms. Morgan also gave a 
presentation at a May 2018 briefing; she is interviewed here: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3sEK5Jz&amp;data=04%
7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7C3de14c193f7247f53bb608d8f3bd7e43%7C88b378b367484867acf976aac
beca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527342479845285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMD
AiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=FcXhp%2F0l6SpoiNBVRNB
QNaFSrTWtv0O9HmMOM9rU7zU%3D&amp;reserved=0 — scroll down on that page for other speakers 
that day. It has been 30 years since the Principles of Environmental Justice were developed—sadly long 
time for such a council to be developed.  I had the opportunity to attend 2 meetings of NEJAC, the EPA’s 
National Environmental Justice Advisory Council, and was really inspired by the first meeting in 
Brooklyn.  When I got to a later meeting, at EPA headquarters, it was substantially reduced because of 
budget reductions.  I hope that this good start does not get similarly decreased. Best wishes for your 
work on moving this vast federal government toward more just environmental practices and policies, as 
well as consideration of EJ issues in all federal agencies. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Hannah Perls  
Name of Organization or Community: Harvard Environmental & Energy Law Program  
City and State: Boston, MA  
Brief description about the concern: In President Biden's climate and environment executive orders, 
FEMA (via DHS) is notably absent from several key interagency working groups, including the IWG on 
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Coal and Power Plant Communities and Economic Revitalization, and the White House EJ Interagency 
Council. Yet, the vast majority of federal money available for resilience and recovery, including climate 
mitigation and infrastructure, comes from FEMA's Disaster Relief Fund. The amount of money spent by 
FEMA will only increase in the coming years due to the impacts of climate change, and new funding 
mechanisms like the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) fund. Yet multiple studies 
(many cited in the first WHEJAC meeting) have shown FEMA assistance exacerbates wealth inequality, 
particularly along lines of race, education, and homeownership (even after accounting for the impacts of 
the disaster itself). Yet the agency currently has no internal mechanisms to assess how its funding 
mechanisms disparately impact vulnerable populations. FEMA officials need to be a part of these 
conversations, both to inform FEMA policies and regulations, and to be accountable to public concerns 
that arise during WHEJAC and Interagency meetings. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Designate FEMA officials responsible for interfacing with CEQ and the WHEJAC in order to (1) receive 
public input, (2) provide timely and transparent updates on the agency's EJ and equity program efforts, 
and (3) coordinate how these recommendations are integrated into agency policies and regulations. 
Also, recommend to President Biden that FEMA be included as part of the White House EJ Interagency 
Council. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Bernadette Knaeble  
Name of Organization or Community: MN350  
City and State: Minneapolis  
Brief description about the concern: My concern centers around the environmental degradation being 
caused right now by the construction of Enbridge Corporation’s Tar Sands Line 3 Expansion in Northern 
Minnesota. The pipeline traverses vast areas, damaging water, air and land in violation of usufructuary 
rights retained  by Anishinaabeg people as stated in treaties with the US government. Wild rice lakes, 
the Mississippi River, game and traditional plants are all at risk because a foreign corporation wants to 
sell tar sands oil on the international market. AND in the future this pipeline will spew CO2 amounts 
equal to 50 coal fired power plants. For years. And if that’s not bad enough we know ALL PIPELINES LEAK 
causing ongoing damage to Mother Earth. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Ask President Biden to revoke the Army Corps of Engineers water permits for this project. Initiate a 
thorough EIS and complete cultural survey. Indigenous people have the right to live and practice their 
culture. Stop this slow genocide. Protect our Earth. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear WHEJAC 
What is your position exporting our environmental injustices onto First Nations in Canada? Procurement 
of hydropower produced by mega dams built on Indigenous lands a thousand miles away is not so-called 
clean energy. We must not be complicit and must withdraw initiatives in Minnesota, New York, 
Vermont, and Maine. We must not export our environmental injustice elsewhere. For more information 
go to: www.northeastmegadamresistance.org 
Annie Wilson 
Senior Energy Policy Advisor 
New York Environmental Justice Initiative 
New York Environmental Law and Justice Project 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Good Afternoon. I am Marilyn Hemingway, CEO/Founder of the Gullah Geechee Chamber of Commerce. 
Our mission is to raise global awareness, profitability and sustainability of African American businesses 
and other entities in the Gullah community. The Gullah Geechee community is found in the coastal 
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communities from Wilmington, NC, South Carolina, Georgia to St. Augustine/Jacksonville, FL. We are 
also located in Seminole County, OK, coastal counties of Virginia and in Texas.  We are the descendants 
of enslaved Africans brought to the Caribbean Islands, South and North America from West Africa. We 
are a global community. We are an indigenous community with a rich culture embedded in the land and 
water. And we are a marginalized community, directly impacted by climate change, development, 
gentrification, rising sea levels, heir’s property, and the placement of industrial plants in marginalized 
communities. We are environmentalists who through sheer force of will survived the worse of 
enslavement and incorporated reduce, reuse, recycle before they became popular terms. For our 
community, environmental justice is economic justice. So the Gullah Geechee Leadership Institute, the 
policies and issues arm of the Gullah Geechee Chamber develops leadership to advocate for policies and 
issues impacting the Gullah community including environmental justice, addressing Climate Change and 
education regarding career and business opportunities in green, renewable energy. We believe a 
healthy environment, leads to healthy people, healthy businesses, and healthy communities. The Gullah 
Geechee Chamber organization look forward to working with WHEJAC, its members and Biden 
Administration and to holding all entities accountable to their missions. Thank you. 
Marilyn L. Hemingway 
CEO & President 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): John Valinch  
Name of Organization or Community: GreenRoots, Inc. 
City and State: Chelsea, Massachusetts 
Brief description about the concern: Coming from an environmental justice community and as an 
environmental justice advocate from a largely immigrant, Latinx community, I am asking WHEJAC to 
help uplift the demands of our communities across the country and protect our collective futures by 
promoting accountability, funding our movements, and protecting our communities through 
enforcement. We need the Biden-Harris Administration and WHEJAC to mobilize the federal 
government to serve as an active ally and reliable enforcement agent to amplify community demands 
and ensure that community participation translates into positive outcomes.  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Good afternoon to the members of the White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council and to all 
tuning in today. I’m John Valinch, a Board member of GreenRoots Inc in Chelsea Massachusetts, an 
environmental justice organization fighting for a better quality of life for our predominately immigrant, 
working class, and Latinx community. I’m sending my most heartfelt congratulations to Maria Belen 
Power, my friend and colleague at GreenRoots, who now serves on this esteemed council. Thanks to all 
of you on the council for your commitment to a just world. I want to begin by thanking President Biden 
and Vice President Harris for making this possible—for creating a White House Environmental Justice 
Advisory Council, and for uplifting the voices of communities that, for decades, have borne the 
disproportionate burdens of environmental injustice. It is with great pleasure to witness this diverse 
council from across the country, including Puerto Rico, convened to address issues and make 
recommendations to improve the quality of life for our most vulnerable communities. I also want to 
praise President Biden and Vice President Harris for not only plotting a course of action on the severe 
climate crisis during their first few months, but also for the way in which they are approaching solutions 
to our collective crisis: primarily through uplifting the voices and recommendations of the people from 
our most impacted communities. In addition, the White House has importantly involved organized labor 
so that we can begin to build new green infrastructure that will offer good paying union jobs to all. This 
is an essential partnership that shows that we do not need to sacrifice the financial security of working 
people against the critical health of our one planet. Growing up in the environmental justice community 
of Chelsea, Massachusetts, we in the environmental justice movement have known for too long that the 
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confluence of racial injustice, language access injustice, and poverty combine to create tremendous 
pressures and health disparities on low-income people and low-income people of color seeking to live 
lives free from environmental pollution and free from the siting of dangerous industrial hazards in their 
backyards. We need YOUR help to uplift the demands of our communities and to protect our collective 
futures by promoting accountability, funding our movements, and protecting our communities. I am 
looking forward to seeing the Administration and Council mobilize the federal government to serve as 
an active ally and reliable enforcement agent to amplify community demands and ensure that 
community participation translates into positive outcomes. We have fought for years in this movement 
because we have known that environmental justice is racial justice; that environmental justice is 
economic justice; and that environmental justice will bring justice to working people across the United 
States. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Alannah Hurley  
Name of Organization or Community: United Tribes of Bristol Bay  
City and State: Dillingham, Alaska  
Brief description about the concern: Permanent protections for the Bristol Bay watershed and the 
planets last great wild sockeye-salmon fishery.  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
First, thank you for convening this exciting advisory committee. We are encouraged by this initial 
meeting and goals of elevating voices who have been fighting for environmental justice for decades.  
UTBB would like the WHEJAC to advice the WH CEQ to support EPA Clean Water Act (CWA) protections 
to permanent protect the Bristol Bay watershed from large-scale mines like Pebble. While the Army 
Corps has denied the Pebble Limited Partnership's CWA 404 permit application, the threat of Pebble 
transforming Bristol Bay into a toxic mining district remains.  We must secure permanent & durable 
CWA protections to ensure our traditional indigenous way of life is protected for future generations. 
Please finish the work of the Obama Administration and urge the EPA to enact 404c protections and 
veto the Pebble Mine, anything less leaves our people vulnerable to the company who has held our 
region hostage for almost two decades. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Jamie Harty 
Name of Organization or Community: MN350 Pipeline Resistance Team  
City and State: Minneapolis Minnesota  
Brief description about the concern: My concern is sovereignty and reverence for our indigenous 
communities and environmental resources! We need to stop Line 3! Our planet depends on our 
resources and clean water! We must stop this Pipeline. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? To 
stop Line 3! To consider or reverence to the land, indigenous treaties and our people! Water is life! The 
time is now to do the right thing! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I wanted to reach out to offer support. My firm, APEX, has supported EPA Headquarters and Regions for 
over 15 years in various aspects of environmental justice technical, logistical, and analytical support. I'm 
on the CEQ zoom call right now, listening to the discussion and concern regarding support for the work 
groups. I want to offer the services of APEX to help support the work groups. My team has historical 
knowledge of environmental justice in general and, NEJAC and its various work groups in particular. 
We're familiar with many of the issues and the terminology, so there would be little to no learning curve 
in terms of following the conversation and being able to extract critical points for recommendations. I’m 
aware that you probably have contracting guidelines you must follow. We're a woman, minority-owned 
firm, with relationships with many of the large consulting firms. I'd be happy to have a conversation with 
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you about how we can help support. You can reach me at 630-372-8080 (office) or 630-638-8081 
(personal cell). I'm so happy to see that environmental justice is once again on the forefront of national 
priorities. Warm regards, 
Joi Ross, CEO 
APEX Direct, Inc. 
A Public Outreach & Communications Company 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Devon Cupery 
 Name of Organization or Community: Minneapolis  
City and State: Minneapolis, MN  
Brief description about the concern: I'm writing to urge the Biden Administration and EPA to do 
everything in their power to stop the Line 3 pipeline. It's a climate bomb, producing greenhouse gas 
emissions equivalent to 50 coal-fired power plants, and it should not be built. We can't afford to 
continue building massive fossil fuel infrastructure. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please do everything in your power to stop the Line 3 pipeline. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Jennifer Booker  
Name of Organization or Community: Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated, Shelby County (TN) 
Alumnae Chapter. 
City and State: Memphis, TN 
Brief description about the concern: Good Afternoon, My name is Jennifer Booker. I am a member of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated, Shelby County (TN) Alumnae Chapter. With growing concern 
over the proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline project, I stand in support of Memphis Community 
Against the Pipeline (MCAP) and ask that you oppose plans and permits to build the line through our 
neighborhoods. Research shows the pipeline plan poses an environmental threat and crises with its 
potential contamination of the Memphis Sand Aquifer. The Memphis Aquifer is heralded and nationally 
recognized for providing some of the best drinking water in North America; it also supports over 10,000 
families and hundreds of businesses that depend on its reliability. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
This is a bipartisan issue that should not be ignored.  I ask that you join your community and stand 
against the Byhalia Pipeline. Please stop the issuance of the USACE Byhalia Pipeline permit NWP-12 that 
is under review. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Jan Marie Fritz  
Name of Organization or Community: U. of Cincinnati/U. of Johannesburg/NEJAC  
City and State: Palm City, Florida  
Brief description about the concern: path forward  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Look at how the various parts of govt. are incorporating env. justice (it is not enough a statement on the 
website; are advisory committees including environmental justice representation -e.g. National 
Petroleum Council in Dept. of Energy) When govt. environmental justice meetings are held around the 
country (as NEJAC does) make sure there are funds to provide local site visits (this is respectful to EJ 
communities and provides  important information for those attending the meetings) It is important to 
address concerns when local communities say they are not getting adequate responses from local or 
region environmental agencies to local EJ issues.  Who can be contacted to hear about AND deal with 
this? People are optimistic that mechanisms have been put in place to hear EJ concerns.  We need to 
show short-term outcomes (to keep being optimistic) and still work on long-term goals. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Morgan Johnson, Esq  
Name of Organization or Community: Waterkeepers Chesapeake  
City and State: Takoma Park, MD  
Brief description about the concern: Congratulations on a successful and important first convening on 
the White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council. Waterkeepers Chesapeake excitedly awaits 
the work that this critical group will do to make strides towards fulfilling the promise and principles of 
Environmental and Climate Justice. Today's meeting outlined many Environmental and Climate Justice 
targets for agencies across the federal government.  We wanted to bring the WHEJAC's attention to 
another agency with significant EJ implications—The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  
FERC licenses energy projects across the nation, including pipelines, electric projects and dams. The 
agency has been tasked, pursuant to the Federal Power Act, with creating an Office of Public 
Participation (OPP). FERC is accurately regarded by many impacted communities and environmental 
advocates as industry-sided, and typically unwilling to fully consider direct and indirect impacts of the 
projects it licenses. The new OPP is one key opportunity to dismantle that status quo. As drafted, the 
relevant provision of the Federal Power Act requiring the creation of OPP gives FERC broad latitude to 
shape the scope of the office, increasing the potential that FERC can make big strides towards the 
objectives of Environmental Justice. FERC convened listening sessions for interested parties from March 
17th to March 25th*, and the public has until April 23rd to provide written comments on the office. 
Importantly, the office could give a voice to interested communities and intervenors who often have less 
access to counsel, funds and time—in contrast to industry, which tends to have vast experience and 
resources with which to navigate FERC's processes. FERC is a powerful and important agency, and its 
decisions have major implications for many communities on the ground facing environmental racism, 
injustices, and cumulative impacts—yet the agency and its processes are often amorphous and even 
unknown to these same communities. Even the planning of the listening sessions highlighted the need 
for more information on EJ principles—the listening sessions occurred mid-day, during working hours for 
many impacted communities. Turnout level in some of the meetings indicated that communities should 
have brought into the conversation in a better, more meaningful manner. It is mission-critical that FERC 
is zealously encouraged to get this right. The shaping of this new office presents a unique and once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to make strides on the goals and principles of environmental justice within the 
agency. *See related notices on OPP and info on the sessions at: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ferc.gov%2Fnews-
events%2Fevents%2Fworkshop-regarding-creation-office-public-participation-
04162021&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cab8b8b51df17436c809c08d8f3c63791%7C88
b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527379951905409%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=
tYAhoKWMnrT5QJPY8vmoLwkJPoREuCGWlxzQZ3Hosk0%3D&amp;reserved=0.  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
We respectfully ask that the WHEJAC advise CEQ to raise awareness of the critical role the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission plays at the fence line, and to take a close look at the development of 
the Office of Public Participation—from a lens of fulfilling the goals of Environmental Justice as 
articulated by Executive Order 12898, the Seventeen Principles of Environmental Justice as articulated in 
the People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit, and the Biden Administration's goals on Climate 
Justice. We also ask that WHEJAC advise CEQ to ensure that FERC's NEPA analyses are sufficient and that 
the agency's "hard look" is hard enough—in terms of how FERC's choices affect the environment as well 
as social, cultural, economic and natural resources. Thank you. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Simone Sagovac  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ferc.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fevents%2Fworkshop-regarding-creation-office-public-participation-04162021&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cab8b8b51df17436c809c08d8f3c63791%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527379951905409%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=tYAhoKWMnrT5QJPY8vmoLwkJPoREuCGWlxzQZ3Hosk0%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ferc.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fevents%2Fworkshop-regarding-creation-office-public-participation-04162021&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cab8b8b51df17436c809c08d8f3c63791%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527379951905409%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=tYAhoKWMnrT5QJPY8vmoLwkJPoREuCGWlxzQZ3Hosk0%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ferc.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fevents%2Fworkshop-regarding-creation-office-public-participation-04162021&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cab8b8b51df17436c809c08d8f3c63791%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527379951905409%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=tYAhoKWMnrT5QJPY8vmoLwkJPoREuCGWlxzQZ3Hosk0%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ferc.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fevents%2Fworkshop-regarding-creation-office-public-participation-04162021&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cab8b8b51df17436c809c08d8f3c63791%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527379951905409%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=tYAhoKWMnrT5QJPY8vmoLwkJPoREuCGWlxzQZ3Hosk0%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ferc.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fevents%2Fworkshop-regarding-creation-office-public-participation-04162021&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cab8b8b51df17436c809c08d8f3c63791%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527379951905409%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=tYAhoKWMnrT5QJPY8vmoLwkJPoREuCGWlxzQZ3Hosk0%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ferc.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fevents%2Fworkshop-regarding-creation-office-public-participation-04162021&amp;data=04%7C01%7CNejac%40epa.gov%7Cab8b8b51df17436c809c08d8f3c63791%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637527379951905409%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=tYAhoKWMnrT5QJPY8vmoLwkJPoREuCGWlxzQZ3Hosk0%3D&amp;reserved=0
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Name of Organization or Community: Southwest Detroit Community Benefits Coalition  
City and State: Detroit  
Brief description about the concern: Addendum to prior comment - Improve accountability in air and 
other permitting and federally funded infrastructure projects, to assure equal protection of public health 
for all residents. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
(#1-4 in prior submission; adding 5&6 here) 5) Incentivize Local policies that mitigate pollution impacts:  
Federal programs can provide incentives in grant-making and other avenues to affect more supportive 
local zoning that reduces EJ impacts, like:    Lower zoning between residential and industrial activities (as 
buffers); Provide buffer infrastructure with developments (separation, vegetative buffers, etc.); Truck 
routing off of residential streets, and;  Aggregating trucking-heavy industry away from residential areas 
with sensible routing to reduce exposure. 6) Incentivize Least-distance sourcing of parts and products in 
industries that receive federal subsidies to reduce transportation pollution and trade route impacts on 
communities and other things, like marine breeding grounds: Local sourcing would increase state and 
local economic health of manufacturing and employment. Thank you for your consideration. 

Thank you for the WHEJAC kickoff today and for making it possible for the public to observe. This is an 
exciting initiative that is critical to ensuring that the hard work members of the Biden Administration are 
doing at the federal level has the greatest value for disadvantaged communities at the local level and 
across the nation. It was particularly inspiring to hear the strong calls for input and feedback from Vice 
President Harris and Gina McCarthy. As you proceed with this important work, I'd like to offer some 
observations and suggestions that I hope will be useful for future committee meetings. For context: I'm 
the Principle Investigator for a project to help bring solar to low-to-moderate income members of 
electric cooperatives across the country. As part of that, my team has been facilitating remote meetings 
with busy energy and energy justice leaders since we all went remote a year ago. We've had success in 
structuring these meetings so that we get rich discussions, inputs and feedback from the participating 
co-op executives and energy justice advisors. Having agonized about how to make these on-line sessions 
as productive as possible, I share the following information with heartfelt good wishes. As with the 
WHEJAC, the intention of our advisor/stakeholder meetings is to engage the experts who've agreed to 
share their expertise and insights with us. We want to learn as much from them as we can, as efficiently 
as we can. With these priorities in mind, we intentionally structure the meetings so that our advisors are 
doing most of the talking and talking specifically to our questions/challenges. Meanwhile, our team's 
main function is to listen. To make that happen, we do the following:  Limit our team's presentations 
during our shared time and instead provide background information/pre-recorded messages (like Vice 
President Harris' comments) ahead of time. Focus any meeting presentations on stimulating the 
conversation. Sometimes this means putting up one or two slides with targeted information.  Focus the 
shared time on working together by sending specific questions ahead of time (allows participants to give 
some thought to specifics before the meetings) or asking participants to come to the meeting with 
specific information in hand.  Have a subset of the advisors/experts in a particular area make short 
presentations to get the conversation around the topic of the day started.  Idea for this group: It could 
be very interesting to have each advisor put together 1 slide or 1 picture of what environmental justice 
(or something more specific to their workgroups) means for them/their communities or 1 slide on what 
the urgent priorities are from their perspectives. Collect these ahead of time. Ask folks to be prepared to 
present their slide during an upcoming meeting. You could have each advisor talk for 2-4 minutes about 
their pictures--either all in one meeting or in groupings. And then have a structured discussion around 
those pictures--focusing on questions that would be most helpful to your immediate needs.  Sometimes 
it means putting up 3-5 questions that we want the group to focus on beyond July: have each advisor 
establish a group or conduct a town hall to get feedback directly from disadvantaged communities and 
share what they learn.  Facilitate the discussion to ensure we stay on-topic and solutions-oriented AND 
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that we as staff say as little as possible. I let the staff know that this is our time to hear from our 
advisors, and I will mute them if they are taking time away from our learning from the experts, we've 
asked to advise us. If anything, we let our advisors know that we don't have the answers. We ask 
questions and ask for their guidance--resisting the urge to feel like we have to provide answers.  Goals: 
get as much as we can from our experts. Help them get to know one another. Facilitate dialogue that 
fosters creative solutions, cooperation, and action for and beyond our project. Use their time together 
efficiently so that additional time requirements are limited or tightly focused. When we structure 
meetings in these ways, people get to the end of the meeting and feel that 1) we've collectively been 
productive during our time together, and 2) energized about next steps without feeling overwhelmed by 
the work we are asking them to do. My observation today is that advisors were ready/aching to advise. 
They brought ideas and thinking that got put on hold in order to get through presentations. Until the last 
40 minutes of the four-hour meeting, we heard more from the folks who signed up for public comments 
than most of the advisors. That left some folks feeling they'd invested significant time without a sense of 
accomplishment (the sense of feeling overwhelmed). The very good news is that, and I think everyone 
got this sense, this is an impressive group with a lot of potential. While on-line meetings provide 
challenges, they also provide opportunities for us to participate and engage--without the environmental 
impacts and time requirements of travel. :) Thank you for all of the work to get this important work 
started today. I hope this is helpful, and I'm happy to discuss/assist if there's interest.  With gratitude for 
the Biden Administration's focus on this issue and for your dedication, Deb Roepke 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Vanessa Redus  
Name of Organization or Community: MCAP  
City and State: Cordova  
Brief description about the concern: Stopping the building of the Byhalia Pipeline and its potential 
effects on the Memphis and north Mississippi communities. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the pipeline which would be contaminating the water aquifer in Memphis and Shelby county. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Celene Krauss  
Name of Organization or Community: Kean University, Department of Sociology  
City and State: Brooklyn NY  
Brief description about the concern: My name is Celene Krauss.  I am a sociologist who teaches at Kean 
University in N.J.   I have written about women in the environmental justice movement, many of whom 
are now represented on the Environmental Justice Advisory Council. I just wanted to recognize today as 
an inspirational moment. This advisory council is made up of many leaders of the environmental justice 
movement who have been active for over three decades. They show what a movement can accomplish 
over time. The members of this council have inspired me; they have also inspired many of my students 
who themselves live in sacrifice zones. Like me, my students find hope in the women and men who 
continue to fight for justice in a difficult historical context. My students are particularly inspired by 
women like Maria Lopez- Nunez who helped pass one of the strongest Environmental Justice bills in the 
U.S. in their New Jersey community. I was particularly moved by Dr. Beverly Wright’s comment today 
that people who have been in the trenches for decades have seen good ideas fail, for example, around 
community participation that left the community disempowered.   It left me hoping that government 
agencies learn from the lessons of the EJ community- their activist experience and knowledge  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
trust that they will use their knowledge and experience to guide governmental EJ agencies.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Teresa Geoghegan Brown  
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Name of Organization or Community: Memphis  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: Byhalia Pipeline has no option but to pollute community, land, and 
water resources deep within the earth. It is in the nature of the product as well as the invasive nature 
and probability of error of the transport and pipeline itself. As a people who live with, not on, this planet 
we have no more room in our timeline for reckless motivations seeped in smoke and mirrors. This voice 
is one with peoples from all over this planet who raise their voices for the Voice of this earth, this 
intelligence who knows how to heal the wounds we as a species have inflicted if we give her time and 
the space to do so.  Putting another pipeline filled with the nonrenewable blood of her veins feeds only 
those whose pockets receive the money. It literally kills the land and the people it effects most directly.  
This does not even touch the destruction to the sacred waters of the Memphis Aquifer.  Surely, we are 
learning what is right for the generations to come as well as the ones already here. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Refuse the proposal for the Byhalia Pipeline in any form it takes. We need to start now implementing a 
deconstruct of old energy ways and building instead resources that honor and feed this planet as well as 
the people who live in community with Her. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Tim Guinee 
Name of Organization or Community: The Climate Actors  
City and State: Stone Ridge, NY  
Brief description about the concern: The proposed Byhalia Pipeline was fast-tracked by the Army Corps 
of Engineers using Nationwide Permit 12, during the previous Administration, despite the fact that the 
pipeline will run through an already overburdened environmental justice community in Memphis. The 
two companies behind the proposal have a history of environmental violations including oil spills and 
leaks. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
The army corps approval should be rescinded because: 1) The impact on the Boxtown Community was 
not considered in the permitting process. Boxtown, a resilient, low-wealth, Black community has cancer 
rates 4X the national average. It is already overburdened with 17 toxic-release inventory facilities. 2) The 
corps also did not consider in their permitting process the fact the route of the Byhalia would cross 
directly over an aquifer that provides drinking water to 1 million people in Memphis (an area which is 
also incredibly seismically active) Common sense demands that the permit be revoked and the process 
revisited taking these two issues into account. Notably also, the county and local governments seem to 
be weighing options to stop the pipeline which has dwindling public support and offers no real economic 
benefit to the community in comparison to the risk that Memphis is being asked to take. Thank you for 
your consideration in this matter and for your service. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Elizabeth McMahon  
Name of Organization or Community: None  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: Byhalia Pipeline in Memphis TN disproportionately impacts the 
Black community. It also threatens the entire Memphis water supply were any kinds of accidents to 
occur. This is also in close proximity to the New Madrid Seismic zone, further reason to find that this 
pipeline is too great a risk to the Memphis community to proceed. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Protect Memphis TN community from risks associated with the pipeline by denying permits and/or 
increasing the level of scrutiny on the possible environmental impacts of this pipeline to the greater 
Memphis area and specifically to the Black community where the pipeline is proposed to be build. 
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To whom it may concern, Umm hello. I don't know about you but that was one of the most DISTURBING 
things I ever witnessed. The only thing that trumps it is the Transforming Police meeting that was ALSO 
sand blasted into the pages of desertification history. Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Tonique 
Merrell, I am the HUMAN spirit of Newport News. I went to Howard University; I am one of the Black 
Nationals. As one of the strongest driving forces that brought Green New Deal to the discussion board 
even, to see my ENTIRE generation's life work and livelihood be DECOMPOSED by agents of agency data 
transmission into that debacle I just saw is DISTURBING! Do you not understand where you are? Do you 
not understand that this equate to the Emancipation Proclamation and is LITERALLY the biggest thing 
this country CAN or WILL ever do? The richest man in the country backed me and my generation from 
the Zeitgeist Movement and Spirit Science to now, Barack Obama even. This. This is embarrassing! You 
made autotrophs cry son we literally had to go to a mental institute really quick because u don't TRULY 
understand entirely what this is. Do you remember slave rebellions? I don't think you want to be so poor 
in miscommunication again. I don't think you want to leave this to agents or agencies again. This is 
everything we ever worked for all in one package. I don't want to get too specific, but we said Human 
centered capitalism and Green New Deal correct? But the only LANG I can pick up does not even refer to 
them as living beings but as resources. DO YOU HEAR WHAT YOU JUST SAID? You said you were going to 
free them from Slavic bonds BUTTTTT referred to them as resources. That’s not the spirit that created 
this. That's not the spirit that makes this happen even. That is the spirit of a rundown competition-based 
bureaucracy that does not care about anything but it's next check. The great Tonique Merrell once 
quoted, "how can you create freedom if you are not free yourself"? I know what Green Libertarianism is 
and u do not look like I look like. This was a disaster. You did not create a stage you create a scene, as in 
an accident. The nation, the one I have been leading, needs to know where we are going. Its well-known 
politicians lie as well as fail. How, at this point, can we confirm our life's work is going to amount to 
anything (anything at all) when we are presented this to start things off? It's sad to see the game 
winning shots in the hands of agents, like watching the Titanic sink. To be quite honest, it's still uncertain 
how this end. Which way it's going down. So, with my autotroph family I now go back to not knowing 
anything about anything and having nothing good to say about the first quarter's performance. This is 
the biggest, once again, thing that a nation, any nation, can do. This is the depth of Zeus and the 
biological level. How on Earth could you be so offensive using Jargon and technical language. No, no I 
don't care anything about what you were about to say you was "computing". The only thing I want to 
know is are we doing this or not. My work in Hampton Roads as one of the main if not the main 
representatives of the autotrophs (human wise) in a forest city will not go undone because of a bad 
start. This was a horrible start. Slow down man. They are people and so are we, you included. Talk to me 
man. The specifics of how we implement are NOT A VALID COMPONENT of what THE FIRST federal 
agency to pick up Green New Deal should be talking about. Gather everyone around the goal/ideal. 
Discuss solutions. Then you can talk about implementation. But you just tried to middle manage the 
Emancipation Proclamation. That is NOT a solid idea at all. Especially not what we have worked so hard 
for. If you don't want to go as hard as we do that's fine, but don't pick up my level affairs if you are going 
to mismanage the nation into a desert wasteland overnight as if you get to make any decision you want. 
Remember what planet you live on. I really need you to get it together. I wanted to talk about the 
infinite potential of making the right decision fundamentally as it relates to the stabilizing platform, it's a 
rare occurrence but it's doable. The decision makers policy makers whatever the case is, only spoke 
jargon and basically got shut down on screen. Green New Deal. "That's what you said. But when it came 
time to pay taxes...A new bill will be drafted." P.S. - You are the federal government; you should not be 
EXTRACTING; that shouldn't have made it past the State! Furthermore, you now have the nation moving 
in uncertainty as opposed to certainty. I keep telling you about yourself, but you keep claiming your plan 
was gonna work. Yes, and what about the 20-40 terrorists you just created to both ensure this goes 
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forward, because you pretended to be uncertain (politicians now) as well as to "show yo ass" that crime 
don't pay. It's all fun and games until people get hurt. Please don't do this again. If you are going to do 
this again then simply do not involve me. I'm a real man and I actually respect people's right not to be 
lied to or manipulated. It's not my job to clean up after you. Get the order straight, you follow ME (us) 
not the other way around. You had better not forget that. Next time if you are going to give me a task 
order or assignment you had better show your face, of actual collaboration. But I suppose you don't 
know about the free will basis of productivity either do you keyword abusers? All in all, what I saw lacks 
the spirit of the realm of the culture of that which it is we are here to do. If you need some help, just 
ask. But please don't eveerrrrr do that again. The faith in governance, America even, drops off the map 
by droves as you drive people mad (insane even) because you seem capable of bricking the game 
winning shot. The people need security. The people need validity. The people need to be certain. The 
only thing certain about this so far is that the county blues will keep blinding and biological systems will 
remain vulnerable. Anyone? Anyone at all? I'm thoroughly disappointed in that, especially with our 
potential. Please don't fail me again. So, my concern is do you understand. Aside from DATA. Because 
we often fail in implementation seeing the world from such a limit as implementation as opposed to 
what we are going to do. One is a limit, one is not. So, are you sure you didn't just read a bunch of 
database information? Are you sure you embody the spirit of nature? That is properly understanding. 
Tons of weight metric is NOT understanding man! So, I'm worried you might fail this thing if left in your 
hands. I want you all to stop pretending to be limited in bureaucracy and step up to your duty to 
represent autotrophs and the biological system PROPERLY! You are partially responsible for creating the 
specifics of the Green New Deal nation transformation. This TRANSFORMS a nation much like 
independence from Britain or emancipation from slavery. This is nothing small. But this is not a war. 
Unlimit yourself and your mind frame. You yourself should be a fairly unlimited being representing the 
autotrophs. There are very large issues. We have tools to do work. But before that we are people. Be a 
person not an employee. So, all I ask is that you keep it 8 more than 92 with it one hunnid. Then we 
won't have to worry so much or constantly watch over you. Then we won't have to waste time or 
resources we don't have to cover the impending disasters that will SURELY transpire if you try this or UBI 
and don't do it the right way. You say don't worry but you also just called the autotrophs STICKS (the 
equivalent of the N word) as the federal government son. I don't want to have to cover your a** 
because there will be parts of the nation that miss out locally now and that counts as cataclysmic 
disaster. The implications of this are very real. The adverse conditions and unfair treatment are just as 
real as their impact on you, your body even. So, get it right man. That's not it! How about you let 
someone connected to the autotrophs lead the procession? Then there are no mistakes in leading the 
whole procession! Instead of grabbing what you can only to hit a very big wall coming right up actually. 
The last wall btw. You started with LIMIT this, KEYWORD that. Never once did u call them by name or do 
anything that would SURELY resonate in their mind that the day will be saved. So, in our minds it is 
uncertain. Simply put, I want you to win. If you need some help, here I am. Do not take me lightly either, 
I know leaders are a dime a dozen, but some talk about it and some make things happen. How, how are 
we having this conversation right now even about my PhD dissertation? Quite a lot went into it but 
again, here is an actual representative. A guaranteed win. So, think about it. We all know that. But do 
we, is all I'm begging you to consider cuz you literally just lost the whole nation just then. Doesn't 
matter. Whatever you are talking about. The only thing I need from you is to win. No not by any means 
necessary. No I mean when there is a sandwich on your plate, EAT YOUR SANDWICH man. Do you think 
you cannot drop this sandwich (ball) for me? It's only the entire future of the nation we talkin about 
here. I will require at least one more meeting from you after all this. I need to hear from you. I know you 
are the federal government above my Jurisdiction, but after that I am watching you son is all. Hope all is 
well. Best of luck and god speed. "We're very worried about you all after that performance man, ijs." 
Thanks, Tonique Merrell 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Dio Cramer 
Name of Organization or Community: Minneapolis Resident  
City and State: Minneapolis, Minnesota  
Brief description about the concern: Last year Minnesota’s Governor, Tim Walz, signed off on the final 
permits for the Canadian company Enbridge to build the Line 3 pipeline, and construction began 
immediately. Even though they call this a "replacement" project, it more than doubles capacity of the 
old line and takes a different route. This is an expansion project. This pipeline embodies numerous evils: 
pollution, oil spills, trafficking, deforestation, and immense climate damage. It is a huge threat to 
indigenous sovereignty and sacred livelihoods. Letting this pipeline be built is an environmental 
injustice. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stand with the indigenous leaders, young people fighting for their future, environmental and climate 
scientists, and revoke the permits for the Line 3 pipeline. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Nancy Morris  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Resident 
 City and State: Memphis TN  
Brief description about the concern: The Plains All American Pipeline and Valero Energy Corp are 
planning to build the Byhalia Pipeline through Memphis, Tennessee.  This construction must be stopped. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please do everything you can to stop the Byhalia Pipeline from being built in Memphis, TN.  There are 
many reasons why the pipeline is not good for this city, but primarily its construction will destroy an 
historic black neighborhood, put one of the cleanest water supplies in the country at risk of 
contamination, and expose Memphis residents to toxic chemicals that will negatively affect their health 
and well-being. We are a city of deep roots, significant culture, and environmental beauty that is beyond 
compare.  Please help us protect and preserve our magnificent city. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Rhoberta Orsland  
Name of Organization or Community: Resident of Midtown Memphis  
City and State: Memphis, Tennessee  
Brief description about the concern: The Byhalia Pipeline that is being considered in South Memphis is a 
threat to our city’s water supply and also threatens some of our most vulnerable citizens. It needs to be 
stopped. I am in shock that local leaders are even considering it. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
would love the Council to require an environmental impact study of the proposed Pipeline and require 
Valero to consider other options that would not threaten our aquifer. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Kevin Williams  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis, TN  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: All Plains America has a history of broken pipelines, and wants to 
build over our Memphis Sands aquifer, running it through the oldest, poorest community where already 
there are people suffering plenty. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the pipeline from happening, stop the corporation from invoking laws to strip people of property, 
and save life giving resources like water - the second-best water in the US, serving millions of people. 
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Please. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Bretran Thompson  
Name of Organization or Community: MEMPHIS COMMUNITY AGAINST PIPELINE  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: Byhalia pipeline in Memphis.... 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Potential toxic and environmental concerns? 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Megan Boone 
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Brooklyn, NY  
Brief description about the concern: Valero and Plains All-America want to put a crude oil pipeline 
through a predominantly Black community to export oil more efficiently. This is environmental racism 
and would only exasperate the climate emergency. It must be stopped. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Look for the permitting loopholes that allow fossil fuel corps to fast track pipeline permits nationwide 
and close them. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): James McLellan  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: There is proposed oil pipeline to be built underground over our 
aquifer that provides our drinking water.  The aquifer has open areas and earthquake activity where the 
pipeline is proposed to be built that makes crude oil leaking into our drinking water a strong possibility.  
The pipeline is 24 inches and the proposed flow is 1500 PSI. Leak detectors detect 7% of leaks.  There 
are 2 kinds of pipelines; those that leak and that those will leak.  Our drinking water is in danger. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
The Army Corp of Engineers provided a permit to build the pipeline.  The Corp only assessed the surface.  
The Corp did not recognize the pipeline will be built over an aquifer that has leaks and earthquake 
activity.   I request the permit be revaluated in regard to oil leaking into in our drinking water. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Gregory I. Simpson  
Name of Organization or Community: Nauraushaun Presbyterian Church & The Hudson Valley 
Environmental Justice Coalition  
City and State: Hurley, New York  
Brief description about the concern: The use of the Nationwide permit 12 by the Army Corp of 
Engineers to construct the Byhalia pipeline is a blatant abuse of power that disregards people's rights in 
Memphis, Tennessee, to the protection and safety of their drinking water, their property rights, and 
protection of their community and environment. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Request that the Army Corp of engineers fast-track use of Nationwide permit 12 for Byhalia be 
rescinded because it ignored environmental justice issues and the crossing of an aquifer that provides 
drinking water to 1 million people in Memphis. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Jolena Brown  
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Name of Organization or Community: Boxtown  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: I am concerned about the health of the neighborhood and long-
term effects of oil being pumped through the community  
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Please stop the Byhalia Pipeline from cutting through southwest Memphis 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Jim Spake 
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against The Pipeline 
 City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: There is proposed oil pipeline to be built underground over our 
aquifer that provides our drinking water.  The aquifer has open areas and earthquake activity where the 
pipeline is proposed to be built that makes crude oil leaking into our drinking water a strong possibility.  
The pipeline is 24 inches and the proposed flow is 1500 PSI. 
Leak detectors detect 7% of leaks.  There are 2 kinds of pipelines; those that leak and that those will 
leak.  Our drinking water is in danger. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
The Army Corp of Engineers provided a permit to build the pipeline.  The Corp only assessed the surface.  
The Corp did not recognize the pipeline will be built over an aquifer that has leaks and 
earthquake activity.   I request the permit be revaluated in regard to oil 
leaking into in our drinking water. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Hello, Karen, I am very happy, still excited by this opportunity that is so beautiful and awesome. The 
time has come. President Biden wants to place down and fix so many problems running for so long in 
the air. Environmental Justice is an inspired idea. I love that it pushes us to work in the best capacities of 
ourselves. Focus on justice is focus in weighting and rebalancing. And we are to make the greatest 
innovative team in this legislature for sure, since minute one. Beautiful. The most important side of this 
message that we have received is the challenge. We are entering a multilevel horizon with Justice 40. I 
like it very much...The opportunity is so impressive that it is logical to be worried at this initial point 
because of the timeline. We were surprised by the magnitude of the idea, a project that needs to be 
deep, brilliant and well embodied to be one day, soon, the first ground of Law. Excellent! The team will 
have to accept the idea that, later on, the administrators will have to touch base on our first guide. 
Wow...The enterprise is pioneering, we build for legacy, you repeated. To me, it is a central point. I see 
that this is a powerful moment and this project needs to start seeding the soonest we can, just because 
of timeline frames to design, get approval, launch plans, etc. So, finally, in regard to what the 
organization has asked at the end of the session (I could not provide the answer, the preference for 
work groups), the following is the order of my choices: 1. Executive Order. 2. Justice 40. I am honored 
for having been invited to work along a phenomenal group of professionals, the germinal team of 
Environmental Justice. We can take the challenge and start today, tomorrow. Feeling blessed. Thank 
you, Mr. President and Mrs. Vice President, and thank you Karen, Cecilia and all these great people of 
the organization.  
Carmen Parron 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Karen, I was unable to attend the EJ meeting yesterday and would like to view it if there is a 
recording. I also noticed that there are no EJ representatives from Ohio. I live in the Ohio Appalachian 
region and have experienced many EJ issues that occur in education and the impacts of the oil and gas 
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industry on our communities. The lack of Environmental Justice reviews by state agencies, because they 
are not mandated, cause great harm to the health of our communities. In particular the lack of EJ in the 
USEPA and primacy for states that were granted such before 1992. This burden is becoming unbearable 
to citizens and local public officials who deal with a flawed process in our state. Thank you for your 
assistance with this matter. Sincerely, 
Roxanne Groff 
Amesville Ohio 45711 
Athens County 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Jim Spake 
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against The Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: There is proposed oil pipeline to be built underground over our 
aquifer that provides our drinking water.  The aquifer has open areas and earthquake activity where the 
pipeline is proposed to be built that makes crude oil leaking into our drinking water a strong possibility.  
The pipeline is 24 inches and the proposed flow is 1500 PSI. Leak detectors detect 7% of leaks.  There 
are 2 kinds of pipelines; those that leak and that those will leak.  Our drinking water is in danger. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
The Army Corp of Engineers provided a permit to build the pipeline.  The Corp only assessed the surface.  
The Corp did not recognize the pipeline will be built over an aquifer that has leaks and earthquake 
activity.   I request the permit be revaluated in regard to oil leaking into in our drinking water. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Kyle Cornish  
Name of Organization or Community: Durham NC  
City and State: Durham NC  
Brief description about the concern: The Byhalia Connection pipeline is an immediate threat to 
communities in Memphis, Tennessee and is being permitted to happen by the silence of people in 
power and the rushed permitting process of the NWP12 waiver. The pipeline would disrupt 
communities in De Soto County through South Memphis (e.g. Rolling Green Hills, Westwood, Walker 
Homes/West Junction, Mitchell Sub, Boxtown, Indian Hills). Memphis communities are adamantly 
against Valero and Plains All American Pipeline. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to oppose the Byhalia 
pipeline. Additionally, I want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality 
to request that the Army Corp of engineers use of Nationwide permit 12 for Byhalia be rescinded 
because it ignores environmental justice issues and the crossing of a critical aquifer that provides 
drinking water to 1 million people in Memphis. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Gerard Billmeier, MD  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: MEMPHIS  
Brief description about the concern: Name of Organization - Memphis Community Against the Pipeline 
Brief Description of the Concern (Required) There is proposed oil pipeline to be built underground over 
our aquifer that provides our drinking water. The aquifer has open areas and earthquake activity where 
the pipeline is proposed to be built that makes crude oil leaking into our drinking water a strong 
possibility.  The pipeline is 24 inches and the proposed flow is 1500 PSI.  Leak detectors detect 7% of 
leaks.  There are 2 kinds of pipelines; those that leak and that those will leak.  Our drinking water is in 
danger. 
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What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
The Army Corp of Engineers provided a permit to build the pipeline.  The Corp only assessed the surface. 
The Corp did not recognize the pipeline will be built over an aquifer that has leaks and earthquake 
activity.   I request the permit be revaluated in regard to oil leaking into 
in our drinking water. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Janelle 
Name of Organization or Community:  McCoy  
City and State: Germantown, TN  
Brief description about the concern: This pipeline has the potential to ruin the fabulous water Shelby 
Countians now enjoy by possibly poisoning our underground wells that provide our drinking water.  It is 
also going through one of the poorest, Black communities of our major city, Memphis. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Prevent all measures that threaten our environment’s air and water. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Cindy Hastings Sakaan  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against Pollution  
City and State: Memphis Tennessee  
Brief description about the concern: Oil pipeline threatening drinking water  
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Memphis sits on an aquifer providing fresh, clean, water to millions of people. The city also sits on the 
New Madrid fault, a major earthquake zone. Regulations must be created and enforced to protect this 
aquifer-including denying permits to construct new oil pipelines over it. We want NO OIL ON OUR SOIL 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Dr. Charlotte L. Keys  
Name of Organization or Community: JPAP/MTAC  
City and State: Columbia, MS  
Brief description about the concern: What can the WHEJAC do to help establish more partnerships with 
the Faith-Based CBO ECJ Leadership to enhance better Environmental -Primary Health and Green Job 
Programs with Collaborative Problem Solving for grassroots ECJ Leadership to benefit from? Because 
most of the funds never hardly get on the ground to the grassroots but is worked through the buddy 
system. 
 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Form better Partnership Collaboration with the FBO ECJ Leaders to help work on CPS. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Patricia Primrose  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis  
City and State: Tennessee  
Brief description about the concern: No pipeline through Memphis. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop any further pipeline proposals from going through our Aquifer. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Marilyn Brien  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline (MCAP) 
City and State: Memphis 
Brief description about the concern: Please protect our drinking water in Memphis by stopping the 
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Byhalia Connection Pipeline. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Whatever is required to assist citizens of Memphis in protecting our drinking water.  Follow the 
recommendations of experts rather than what only benefits Valero and the Byhalia pipeline. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Julia Horne 
Name of Organization or Community: MCAP 
City and State: Memphis, TN 
Brief description about the concern: Plains All American Pipeline and Valero Oil Company are proposing 
to build an underground crude oil pipeline over areas of the Memphis Sand Aquifer which provides 
drinking water to Memphis, TN as well as parts of Arkansas and Mississippi.  There are breaches in the 
clay layer above the aquifer as well as seismic activity in the route of the pipeline that make crude oil 
leaking into the drinking water supply a strong possibility.  Pipelines, no matter how well monitored or 
constructed, are prone to leaking, and 1 gallon of crude oil can contaminate 25 million gallons of 
groundwater.  That is an unacceptable risk, especially for a project that provides no economic benefit to 
the citizens of the region whose drinking water is being put at risk. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
The US Army Corps of Engineers approved Nationwide Permit 12 for the pipeline, but this permit only 
considered the impact to surface water, not the impact to groundwater, i.e. the aquifer.  I request that 
the permit be re-evaluated to include consideration of the environmental impact of the pipeline on the 
region's drinking water source, the Memphis Sand Aquifer. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Brenda Webb Lanier  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: MEMPHIS  
Brief description about the concern: There is proposed oil pipeline to be built underground over our 
aquifer that provides our drinking water.  The aquifer has open areas and earthquake activity where the 
pipeline is proposed to be built that makes crude oil leaking into our drinking water a strong possibility.  
The pipeline is 24 inches and the proposed flow is 1500 PSI.  Leak detectors detect 7% of leaks. There 
are 2 kinds of pipelines; those that leak and that those will leak. Our drinking water is in danger. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
The Army Corp of Engineers provided a permit to build the pipeline.  The Corp only assessed the surface.  
The Corp did not recognize the pipeline will be built over an aquifer that has leaks and earthquake 
activity.   I request the permit be re-evaluated in regard to oil leaking into in our drinking water. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Caroline Brown  
Name of Organization or Community: CA GND Citizen's Group  
City and State: Healdsburg CA  
Brief description about the concern: Conventional Farming practices add to Global Warming. Use of Ag 
chemicals threatens water supplies, health of neighboring communities’ biological diversity (decimates 
pollinator populations). Further, these large-scale practices degrade soil quality and produce food low in 
nutrients. In the US central states, there remain an estimated 60 harvests in the existing topsoil if no 
change is made. Thank you. And thank you for your service. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
endorse Sustainable Agriculture focused on Soil Health, reduced or no-till methods aka Regenerative 
Agriculture as a means to secure a nutrient-dense food supply, dramatically reduce chemical use and 
sequester carbon leading to reversal of Climate Change. And how about urban farms, on unused land, 
maintained by volunteers and paid civil servant farmers ala City Park Rangers? Thank you sincerely for 
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the opportunity to participate in these public meetings! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Linda Collins  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: Memphis, Tennessee’s water supply is in grave danger of 
contamination if two corporations are allowed to build their Byhalia Pipeline to transport crude oil over 
lands that are environmentally protected and owned by minorities.  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Do not allow the pipeline to be built in Memphis! The route would place the pipeline directly on top of 
our city’s underground aquifer which supplies water to the city of Memphis. The question of a pipeline 
carrying crude oil isn’t if will leak, but rather when it will leak its poison into our water supply. This 
proposal should be stopped in its tracks immediately! The Plains All American Pipeline and Valero 
Energy Corp must not be allowed to build their pipeline for profit at the expense of minority owned land 
of historical importance that is also located above our city’s precious water supply. It would be unethical 
and put the citizens of Memphis at risk. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Amy Balentine  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis community against the pipeline  
City and State: Germantown  
Brief description about the concern: The Byhalia pipeline is being proposed to be built to connect crude 
oil pipes owned by Valero. This would run over the Memohis Sands Aquifer, putting our water supply at 
risk. It would run under a black community, one of the poorest areas of the city, already beset by 
environmental contamination from nearby industries. This would benefit the oil company to the tune of 
7 billion a year while leaving the risk in the hands of Memphis, with very little to show for it. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Revoke all laws that allow the Byhalia pipeline to be built in Memphis against the will of the citizens. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Marcia Spake  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis  
City and State: Memphis, Tennessee  
Brief description about the concern: The Memphis Aquifer is an irreplaceable natural resource. Any 
pipeline in the vicinity of the aquifer is an unacceptable risk. The pipeline plan will disrupt an established 
community with no redeeming value to our population or environment. Just NO. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Do not approve a pipeline near the phis aquifer. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Vandy Scoates  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis community against the pipeline  
City and State: High point NC  
Brief description about the concern: I do not live in Memphis but plead that you stop the Byhalia 
Pipeline!  Like many other southern communities, lack of community support, industrial racism and lack 
of infrastructure equality has led to companies taking advantage of poor communities where people of 
color predominantly reside.  This environmental racism must stop if we are to heal as a country  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Help stop the Byhalia Pipeline. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Nancy and Brian Kuhn  
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Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Cordova  
Brief description about the concern: Many citizens in Memphis are opposed to a proposed 24-inch 
crude oil pipeline with a PSI of 1500.  It is projected to be built over the aquifer which provides our 
drinking water.   Al Gore supports us and calls the pipeline risky and racist. Risky because a leak would 
contaminate the drinking water for the whole city and racist because it is routed in a poor, black 
neighborhood. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
We want Federal regulation to protect our aquifer; TDEC, the Tennessee Department of Environment 
and Conservation, and the Army Corp of Engineers have permitted the pipeline because they are only 
concerned with  surface water.  That doesn't make any sense; the aquifer is one of our greatest 
resources. No one is protecting our underground resources! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Mary Todd 
Name of Organization or Community: MCAP 
City and State: Memphis 
Brief description about the concern: Need to protect the health and aquifer of our community from 
proposed Byhalia Pipeline  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Rescind Corps Of Engineers' approval as the Corps only looks at lakes, rivers, etc. not underground water 
sources 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Simeon Hahn 
Name of Organization or Community: NOAA 
City and State: Wilmington DE 
Brief description about the concern: Interagency coordination; regional and place based focus; consider 
establishing feature/example projects like the Port of Wilmington DE Expansion, which is occurring in a 
highly impacted EJ area. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Review the Urban Water Federal Partnership as a model for an interagency and community coordinated 
EJ effort. Institutionalize the UWFP coordination through coordinated planning and funding efforts to 
support the locations.  Track the amount of agency federal funding distributed throughout the Country 
and how well coordinated it was. Evaluate the Port of Wilmington DE expansion as a case study of EJ 
needs and implementation.  Designate other case study examples where federal coordination is 
occurring for EJ. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Kendall Wimberley  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: I am writing to express my concern about the proposed Byhalia 
Pipeline in Memphis, TN. This pipeline is an environmental justice concern. If the pipeline goes forward, 
surrounding communities and the entire Memphis Sands aquifer are at risk. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I 
advise the White House Council to intervene to stop the Byhalia pipeline. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Isabella Killius  
Name of Organization or Community: Sunrise Movement Knoxville  
City and State: Knoxville  
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Brief description about the concern: The Memphis City Council will be voting on an ordinance at your 
next meeting that would give the city increased oversight of the Memphis Sands Aquifer, the source of 
drinking water for Memphis and several surrounding cities and states. This is an environmental justice 
issue - this community is not the path of least resistance. No one deserves to have their land and water 
polluted. Water is a human right. Southwest Memphis has already borne the brunt of pollution from the 
Valero refinery and other sites for years and suffers high cancer rates because of it. We urge you to 
stand with the Memphis community in supporting this ordinance and standing up to the Byhalia 
pipeline. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the pipeline. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Caitlin Rose  
Name of Organization or Community: Sunrise Knoxville  
City and State: Knoxville, TN  
Brief description about the concern: The proposed Byhalia Pipeline in Memphis, TN would devastate 
the region. Memphis has already borne the brunt of pollution from the Valero refinery and other sites 
for years and suffers high cancer rates because of it. We urge you to stand with the Memphis 
community in supporting this ordinance and standing up to the Byhalia pipeline. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Stop the pipeline! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Heather Croshaw  
Name of Organization or Community: St. Croix Environmental Association  
City and State: Christiansted, USVI  
Brief description about the concern: Known locally as SEA, we are located on the beautiful island of St. 
Croix, which is part of the U.S. Virgin Islands. SEA creates environmental education programs for 
children and adults, sponsors engaging activities, remains vigilant in seeking compliance with local and 
federal environmental regulations, and continues to provide leadership for a healthy and sustainable 
environment on St. Croix. Recently, you might have read the articles in the Washington Post, Reuters, 
and InsideClimate News about our challenge against EPA and the Clean Air Act “PAL” permit issued to 
Limetree Bay Refinery and recent pollution events in our community, which is a community of color and 
recognized as an EJ community by EPA. This designation triggers both procedural and substantive 
requirements under EO 12898 and cannot be ignored. Our island community and environment have 
suffered for decades due to lax monitoring of emissions, poor enforcement, and inadequate protections. 
Now, we have already experienced several harmful pollution events since Limetree Bay’s restart - 
unscheduled flares, an airborne chemical release, more oil spills, an upset incident for which it 
evacuated employees, a fire, and an oil and vapor release that dirtied homes, cars, and water cisterns 
that residents use to collect drinking water. This must change. We are hopeful that the Biden 
administration and this Council will continue to support St. Croix in paving the way towards an equitable 
and sustainable future. We are optimistic for robust enforcement of our environmental laws, promoting 
environmental justice for our community, and increasing access to information and equity for frontline 
communities. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
SEA humbly asks WHEJAC to advocate for communities of color, especially those in the U.S. Territories 
who are without voting rights, to have greater access to information, strengthen equity in decision-
making, recognize environmental justice as a substantive right, scale-up green tech finance, increase 
enforcement measures, and to provide resources for frontline communities to protect their homes and 
families. We need environmental permits to be posted online for all jurisdictions so anyone can access 
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them at any time. We need more funding resources for frontline communities to mitigate historic 
pollution, monitor current polluting facilities, and provide workshops to help communities be stronger 
advocates for their home. Importantly, the EJ Screen Tool must be updated for all jurisdictions of the 
United States. When SEA embarked on challenging Limetree Bay’s PAL permit, we noticed that the EJ 
Screen Tool did not include any data for St. Croix or the U.S. Virgin Islands. Finally, SEA asks the WHEJAC 
to elevate resources for communities of color facing the threats of climate change, particularly for 
places like the U.S. Virgin Islands who experienced back-to-back category five hurricanes in 2017. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Full Name (First and Last): Janelle 
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis,  TN  
Brief description about the concern: There is a proposal to build a pipeline underground over our 
aquifer that provides our drinking water. The aquifer has open areas and earthquake activity where the 
pipeline is supposed to be built that makes crude oil leaking into our drinking water a strong possibility. 
The pipeline is 34 inches and the proposed glow is 1500 PSI. There are two kinds of pipelines: those that 
leak and those that will leak. Our drinking water is in danger. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
The Army Corp of Engineers provided a permit to build the pipeline.  The Core only assessed the surface. 
The Corp did not recognize the pipeline will be built over an acquirer that has leaks and earthquake 
activity.  I request the permit be reevaluated in regard to oil leaking into our drinking water. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Mike Schooler  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against The Pipeline  
City and State: Collierville TN  
Brief description about the concern: Please help in preventing a drinking water disaster by the Byhalia 
oil pipeline in TN and MS  
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Recommend against permits 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Gloria J Anderson  
Name of Organization or Community: MCAP (Memphis Community Against The Pipeline) 
City and State: Memphis, TN 
Brief description about the concern: Chemically infested potable water by companies only interested in 
profit. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Conduct a mandatory nationwide testing protocol for all water systems deemed as potable (or "safe") 
with the source of all chemicals with concentration levels present to be traced to the polluting 
companies. For too long these companies have been allowed to brazenly and carelessly infest our 
waters without any significant measures in place for violations.  This problem is nationwide- but 
specifically in higher concentration levels in waters adjacent to communities of color. Fracking and 
pipeline construction efforts have only exacerbated an already climactic situation. The only way to 
address this massive problem is through federal intervention-  without the usual delicate handling of 
these companies. They are killing people, for God's sake. Next in line should be "processed" "food". 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): pat cavanaugh  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis resident  
City and State: Memphis TN  
Brief description about the concern: this pipeline project is too dangerous for our community. we want 
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to continue to have safe water resources. in addition, no project should be placed in an area which 
seems selected due to the poverty population housed nearby. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
stop the project! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Alexandra Schwarz  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis  
Brief description about the concern: The Byhalia Pipeline is an endangerment to the City of Memphis' 
water aquifers, some of the best drinking water in the country. The pipeline will disproportionately 
affect low income black communities. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Halt the construction and planning of the Byhalia Pipeline. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Diane S Smith  
Name of Organization or Community: Citizens For Environmental Justice Committee  
City and State: Dallas  
Brief description about the concern: Environmental Injustice in communities of color.  Degradation in 
the lives of people with no concern for the lives of citizens to whom live in these areas where industries 
are allowed to operate, leaving people of color with no choice other than to suffer the greatest 
disproportionate burden of environmental harm with no regard for the health and safety of many lives 
to whom receives no reparation for the harm that is imposed upon them due to health disparities and 
that of degradation in property from contamination when relief was never in site for those to whom are 
living in these areas without any type of compensation for the lack of care in entities allowing for these 
industries to run.  The affluent communities thru research live longer lives and healthier lives than that 
of low-income communities for the allowance of these toxic industries are not permitted to operate in 
their community, this only shows redlining in communities of color and the lack of environmental laws 
or regulations being implemented in these areas for environmental genocide is nontransparent. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Take responsibility for the lack of care and began the task of repair even if it means relocating people 
living in these communities to whom property within a certain radius is affected to move to areas where 
they can at least live somewhat of a wholesome life.  Began the task of responsibility for those to who 
are suffering health disparities and began the task of reparation. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Felecia Boyd  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Against the Pipeline  
City and State: Memphis, TN  
Brief description about the concern: The concern I have is about Plains All American, Byhalia Pipeline 
and Valero Gas And Oil requesting permits to build and run a pipeline through a historical African 
American community that is already surrounded by more than 30 polluting toxic industries that will 
ultimately destroy the pristine water aquifers in the community, too. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? I'd 
like the WHEJAC to advise the WHCEQ  to eliminate all permits; and immediately stop and prevent any 
construction of any pipeline in Memphis and Shelby County, particularly in the 38109 area that is more 
than likely to affect the pristine drinking water of our county. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Full Name (First and Last): Brady Watson  
Name of Organization or Community: Memphis Community Against the Pipeline  
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City and State: Knoxville, TN  
Brief description about the concern: The Byhalia Pipeline is being proposed through predominately 
Black communities and will put the entire region's water supply at risk. 
What do you want the WHEJAC to advise the White House Council on Environmental Quality to do? 
Revoke the federal permits granted to the Plains All American and Valero and stop the pipeline. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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WHEJAC BUSINESS MEETING REFLECTION AND CONVERSATION 

 

The WHEJAC will use this time to reflect on the meeting proceedings, public comment 

period, discuss and deliberate action items and finalize next steps.  

 

Mr. Richard Moore, Co-Chair began by saying that many of the committee have worked 

together for many years, and some WHEJAC members are just beginning to get to know each 

other.  He stated that there is a lot of work to do as he turned the floor over to his co-chair, 

Peggy. 

 

Ms. Peggy Shepard, Co-Chair, began by informing the committee of the tasks for 

completion for the day.  She stated that three working groups needed to be formed.  She 

discussed the timeline for the working groups.  She advised that in order to meet the 

deadlines that have been established in the Executive Order, the first set of recommendations 

from the three committees need to be finalized by May 13th.  She noted that finalization 

would mean going through the drafts and having consent of the overall body prior to 

submission.  She informed that Karen Martin would work with the committee and send out a 

timeline and weekly information, via email, for every workgroup.  She also advised that in 

order to meet deadlines, some dates have already been established.  She stated that the first 

meeting of the groups would be Wednesday, April 28th, from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm, and the 

second meeting would be Thursday, May 13th, from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  She advised that 

meeting prior to these would need to have taken place as these meetings consist of sharing 

information and getting feedback for final recommendations. 

 

Ms. Karen Martin, DFO, affirmed that the information given is correct.  She stated that those 

two dates would be public meeting dates, to make decisions and vote on documents and move 

the recommendations up for the larger body to vote.  She informed that in between that, 

workgroup meetings would be set up.  She stated that there had been suggestions from the co-

chairs that weekly meetings be set up.  She stated that in the first meeting, April 28th, the 
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hope is to have draft recommendations to discuss in that meeting, for the members to discuss 

and deliberate, ask any questions, make any edits.  She advised that this allows a few more 

weeks to go back in the subcommittee, address comments and submit the final draft 

recommendations for a vote in the May 13th meeting.  She also stated that the one thing 

driving the deadline is that recommendations need to go to the Interagency Working Group 

that was also established under Executive Order 14008.   

 

 Ms. Peggy Shepard went on to inform the committee of the three workgroups, Justice40 

Initiative, the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool, and the Executive Order 

Workgroup.  She asked Karen to explain the goals of each of the groups for the record. 

 

Ms. Karen Martin, DFO, stated that everything needed around each workgroup is outlined 

for the committee in the Executive Order.  She stated that the documents to be distributed 

will outline more defined definitions for the workgroups 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez, agreeing with Karen Martin, stated that the scope is really being 

driven by the Executive Order, which is opened to the committee’s input and advice on many 

of the questions raised as a body.  She posed the questions, how do you define benefits?  How 

do you evaluate and monitor?  What are the indicators that need to go into a climate and 

justice economic screening tool?  She stated that all those things are things that advice is 

needed on.  She reminded the Council that this would be a first iteration to lay down solid 

recommendations and foundations. 

 

Ms. Peggy Shepard asked all members to identify which workgroup that would like to 

participate in.  She advised that the details will be taken care of in the meeting.  She opened 

the discussion for the Council members to express which workgroup they would like to join.  

Each WHEJAC member stated their first and/or second choice for workgroup participation. 

 

Dr. Beverly Wright.  Justice40.  Second choice would be Executive Order Workgroup. 

 

Mr. Harold Mitchell:  Justice40 and the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool. 
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Ms. Michele Roberts:  Justice40 and Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool. 

 

Ms. Andrea Delgado:  Justice40 and Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool. 

 

Ms. Jade Begay:  Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool and Justice40. 

 

Ms. Maria Lopez-Nunez:  Justice40. 

 

Mr. Tom Cormons:  Justice40. 

 

Ms. Viola Waghiyi:  Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool and Justice40. 

 

Mr. Richard Moore:  Executive Order Workgroup. 

 

Mr. Juan Parras:  Climate Justice [sic] -- I mean Climate 40 [sic] and Executive Order 

Workgroup. 

 

Mr. Angelo Logan:  Executive Order Workgroup. 

 

Mr. Nicky Sheats:  Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool. 

 

Ms. Ruth Santiago:  Justice40. 

 

Ms. Kim Havey:  Justice40.  Would be willing to serve anywhere.  Background in Energy 

and work in investment of funding in environmental justice communities. 

 

Dr. Rachel Morello-Frosch:  Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool. 

 

Ms. Catherine Flowers:  The Executive Order Workgroup and Climate and Economic 

Justice Screening Tool. 

 

Ms. Susana Almanza:  Executive Order Workgroup and Climate and Economic Justice 
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Screening Tool. 

 

Ms. Carletta Tilousi:  Executive Order Workgroup. 

 

Mr. Hli Xyooj:  Justice40 and Executive Order Workgroup. 

 

Ms. Miya Yoshitani:  Justice40 and Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool.  From 

California and have worked on a screening tool in the past. 

 

Dr. Robert Bullard:  Justice40. 

 

Mr. Jerome Foster:  Executive Order Workgroup and Climate and Economic Justice 

Screening Tool. 

 

Ms. LaTricea Adams:  Justice40 and Executive Order Workgroup. 

 

Dr. Kyle Whyte:  Executive Order Workgroup and Climate and Economic Justice Screening 

Tool. 

 

Mr. Maria Belen-Power:  Justice40. 

 

Ms. Peggy Shepard:  Justice40 and Executive Order Workgroup. 

 

Ms. Peggy Shepard informed the Council that they would receive information regarding the 

next meetings.  She stated that the diversity of each workgroup will be reviewed to ensure an 

adequate mix of expertise.  She opened the floor for comments or observations about the 

meeting thus far.  She confirmed that the only action items were responding to members and 

public commenter questions. 

 

Ms. Karen Martin, DFO, advised that  the Council’s questions from the briefing on the 

Justice40 initiative will be compiled and sent to the presenters for answers.  She stated that 

they will be returned to the Council and made a part of the meeting record.  She advised that 
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the public comments will be included in the meeting summary, along with the comments that 

are received through email and the webform.  She stated that according to FACA, the 

committee has 90 days to publish the meeting summary and get it approved by the chairs.  

She stated that the meeting materials will also be included in the meeting summary. 

 

Ms. Susana Almanza stated that from listening to the comments, a few things that was heard 

was including environmental justice and equity through all the agencies.  She stated that 

another was making sure that children are the focus, which she felt was really important.  She 

went to say, also understanding the tribal lands, sacred sites.  And that there was also a lot 

about city policies not doing enough to protect communities and that federal oversight is 

needed.  She noted emphasis on the need to look at NEJAC being represented in all EPA 

regions.  She mentioned there was a lot about federal oversight in the schools.  As well, 

another was the need for interagency support on services and complement. 

 

Ms. Almanza went on to list points heard regarding funding, how the other agency can also 

complement that service.  She stated that there was a lot of talk about risks, whether it’s 

cumulative impact and how we look at risks and how we measure risks.  She also stated talks 

about the measurement tools and that has a lot to do with the risk.  She mentioned the whole 

issue of laws versus enforcement and stated that there has always been concern that maybe 

the laws are there but the enforcement tools are not strong enough to enforce it.  And that 

penalties are too low, so polluters can have that within their budgets.  She noted that there 

was a lot of discussion on how we need to look at laws, and strengthen those laws, so that the 

enforcement and accountability is there.  She stated that she was glad to the representation of 

the west coast, east coast, mid and south region, all giving public testimony.    

 

Dr. Beverly Wright expressed that she was feeling overwhelmed in looking at the deadlines.  

She added some practical caution.  She stated that the Council have deadlines to get work 

done and a lot of information was presented from different departments of people working on 

these issues.  She asked what kind of support will the workgroups have in completing the 

tasks for presenting these recommendations?  She questioned if technical support would be 

available to the committee from other staff.   

 



273  

Dr. Cecilia Martinez stated that this was a question that was posed to the DFO in terms of 

notetaking.  She stated that with NEJAC there was support with writing and facilitating calls, 

et cetera.   

 

Karen Martin, DFO, stated that she and her team will be available to support the committee 

and the workgroups.  She stated that the workgroup will be responsible for developing the 

recommendations, but staff and contractor support will help to formulate, finalize and 

package it.  She advised that there would be help in scheduling meetings and worksites to 

share documents.  She stated that there would also be help with document presentations for 

meeting preparation.   

 

Dr. Beverly Wright asked will the co-chairs and vice chairs act as chairs of the different 

committee?. 

 

Ms. Karen Martin, DFO, advised that, yes, they would.  She stated that chairs and co-chairs 

would be used to lead or shepherd the workgroup and keep everyone to task.  She also stated 

that with this federal advisory committee there are no subcommittees, just workgroups.  She 

stated that the workgroup gives the flexibility to bring in different technical expertise to help 

write recommendations.   

 

Dr. Beverly Wright expressed concerns of not being inclusive enough in recommendations, 

covering all the areas that communities have concerns about, with the short timeframe.  She 

cautioned being sure to look for technical support to some extent to make certain that various 

areas are covered within recommendations.  She stated that she felt it was really expansive 

with transportation, air, et cetera, and wanted to make sure that there is time to cover it and 

still be able to make strong recommendations. 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez agreed with Dr. Wright and stated that that is why this needs to be 

viewed as a phased approached.  She stated that there are key things that should definitely be 

delivered by the deadline.  She stated that the working group can define what are the first 

deliverables, first recommendations that are foundational to moving Justice40 forward, 

because Jstice40, and all of these issues, are going to continue beyond May.  She noted that 
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the Council will be involved in constantly providing recommendations as they develop.  She 

explained that the May deadline would be really for the foundational recommendations that 

the Council would like to bring forth as the key points and key principles. 

 

Dr. Robert Bullard expressed concern in looking at overarching framing and looking at the 

three subareas and the extent to which those three areas may somehow complement a larger 

framing in terms of a framework for following the dollars.  He noted not following Justice40 

alone but follow the dollars in terms of how funds are being spent and allocated in a way that 

if we don't know where the money goes, and who’s benefitting and who is not, we're unlikely 

to address systemic built in disparity that sends money to concern areas and deny monies to 

others.  He stated that this could not be done by April 28th or May 13th.  He suggested that a 

long term question would be, what is the Council set up to advise the White House that 

somehow may be beyond this designated categories but may be trying to get at things that are 

unintended consequences, or policies, that somehow drive money away from need.   

 

Dr. Bullard noted The Stafford Act as one example.  He explained that after disasters, the 

Stafford Act is basically when you designate certain areas as being a disaster area.  He noted 

that money is sent down and somehow it just flows away from the communities.  He stated 

that he did not see anything that would prevent that.  He stated that it may be prevented on 

the Executive Order, but unless the focus is on the way that regulations and policies are 

somehow, on their face, are biased -- it doesn't have to be racist, but biased against low 

income neighborhoods, against houses of less value.  He explained that once you start 

looking at that, you can see the footprint that if you do not prevent that, you may not be able 

to prevent the racial redline that occurred 100 years ago.  He noted that it’s showing up now 

in urban heat violence, and it is showing up in COVID and it is showing up in flooding.   

 

Dr. Bullard mentioned there is a historical legacy of the racism that occurred, and with the 

policies now that are going forward to say we're going to correct that, do we have a 

framework or some charge to deal with those structural things that appear to be neutral, but 

they are not when we use strict conflict analysis and not use an equity lens?  He stated that I 

the Council does not attack this now, then it will be a missed opportunity. 
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Dr. Beverly Wright stated that that’s doing business as usual.  She asked can we talk about 

process and dissemination and administration of resources?   

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez stated that those were all really good points.  She raised that one of the 

key pieces of the Executive Order, stating, again, it’s not going to happen by May or June or 

July, but it is the development of performance metrics by agencies.  She stated that that's one 

of the key pieces that Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool is intended to help 

develop.  She noted that it is to be able to assess what are the indicators that we want to 

measure agency performance for?  She stated that if we look at Executive Order 14008, there 

is a mandate to publish Agency Performance Scorecards.  She stated that as we move 

forward, beyond May and June and July, the goal is to develop robust indicators that get 

exactly at the issues raised.  She stated that she recognize that it is going to take a process.   

 

Dr. Martinez explained that if we think of this as sort of Phase 1, Phase 2, Phase 3 work, 

Phase 1 is, how to get those foundational principles and ideas to the Interagency Council, by 

May, June, July.  Phase 2 is to continue to work on these so that we make sure that we are 

providing the Interagency Council, and all the agencies, the kind of indicators that we want to 

see, and that they will be monitored and evaluated as to whether or not they are actually 

reaching and making a difference in our communities.  She expressed confidence that the 

Council was the group to be able to push and make sure that those indicators get developed.   

 

Ms. Michele Roberts thanked Cecilia for reiterating the fact that this is a phased approach.  

She stated that it is a wonderful thing for everyone to be present and have something to offer.  

She encouraged the committee to remember that this is a phased approach, into what is 

necessary for the May meeting.  She reminded everyone that the politics behind this is 

known.  She also reminded the Council that it what they bring to offer is also known.   

 

Ms. Roberts stated that she was not overwhelmed, but very hopeful.  She stated that looking 

at everyone from that of an impacted community member to even networks with solutions, 

that the Council is further ahead of the game than what they would want to say or feel.  She 

stated that the Council should look at this as a moment to look at the glass half full.  To look 

of how to exercise the energies to bring all they have to put in this piece, for that May date, 



276  

understanding that the work is a marathon and not a process.  She stated that this is a very 

important legacy moment.  She encouraged the Council to reach as far and wide and deep as 

possible to make sure that no one is left behind in this space.  And that the space is utilized as 

that small, shrinking window and that before this window closes, we get everything we need 

to move the processes we need and make sure we leave no one behind, including previous 

injustices.  She stated that never ever had this opportunity occurred.  She appealed to 

everyone to be very strategic and smart with time and look and utilize energies to be able to 

put forth what they can do for the people and not what should be done, what hasn’t been 

done, et cetera.  She urged them to remain hopeful in this place where everyone can work 

together.   

 

Mr. Juan Parras started by saying thank you for  allowing Council participation.  He stated 

that he had concerns of the lack of presence of union representatives on board, or labor.  He 

stated that living in a city like Houston where all the industries are, and also in Long Beach 

California, there are a lot of workers that work in these industries.  He stated that generally 

there has been good inroads made with the chemical workers and they know transitions and 

other issues are being looked at.  He stated that they were not present in the executive board 

and he was trying to figure out how the labor concerns would be addressed with having a 

battle.  He went on to explain that when the chemical security policy was initiated, union 

members from various sectors were at the table to talk about chemical policies and progress 

was made.  He stated there is a need to figure out how to include labor employees or labor 

unions in this discussion.  He explained that otherwise, people like those in communities that 

have a lot of union members are going to have a tremendous challenge, not only with the 

federal government or the state, but also with the local level of union members.   

 

Dr. Cecelia Martinez stated that this was a really good point.  She shared that the 

Interagency Working Group that Jahi spoke about does have extensive labor outreach and 

stakeholder engagement.  She explained that not every interagency workgroup or taskforce 

can do it all.  She posed the question of where are the areas that each one of those working 

groups and taskforces and FACAs can focus on, and then work together in alignment to push 

those ideals forward?  She noted that in the coal communities and energy communities 

interagency working group, there is extensive labor outreach.  She noted that this was one of 
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the reasons Jahi attended, to talk to the Council about that engagement moving forward. 

 

Dr. Martinez stated that however, in this particular FACA, the idea was that a FACA was 

very much needed that focused on environmental Justice, communities, representation, et 

cetera.  She stated that it’s not to say that the committee could not then form a working group 

that begins to talk about labor issues or engages labor issues as intersectional with the 

environmental justice issues that is needed to come forward; but she reiterated that labor is 

very much involved with the work that's moving forward from the Administration.   

 

Ms. Catherine Flowers offered comments regarding Dr. Bullard’s statements about where 

the money goes.  She shared examples of what should be looked at in terms of equity.  She 

shared that she was called to be in a meeting in the city of Montgomery with someone from 

the mayor’s office because there is a part of Montgomery that never got wastewater 

treatment.  She stated that they had water, but they never got the wastewater treatment 

beyond septic systems.  She stated that the people that ran the water and sewer were saying to 

black communities that if the developer did not put sewers in when they built the community 

they were not going to do it.  Noting that this probably was not presented to black 

communities when they were building.  She went on to explain how this is limiting in terms 

of what could be brought to that community.  She also shared that one issue that have been 

seen in the town of White Hall, is sewage lagoon system being installed.  She stated that the 

town doesn’t have any say so in the decision making and that basically when the installers put 

the septic systems in they walk away.  She stated that the push is for that when this money is 

spent, and it goes to this community, part of environmental justice is that the community 

should have something to say about what goes there.  She added that also, these systems 

should last beyond the cycle of whose in office. 

 

Ms. Flowers went on to say that along with equity lens being looked at, accountability should 

also be viewed.  She stated that there are legislators pushing on a national level for money to 

put in onsite septic systems.  She stated that these should come with warranties and service, 

and the industry is pushing back saying they do not want to put warranties in.  She posed the 

question of, how do we force accountability and ensure that money is allocated with lasting 

benefits. 
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Ms. Viola Waghiyi stated that she was thinking she would be better in the Executive Order 

Workgroup versus Justice40 and asked for a description of the workgroup. 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez explained that the Justice40 workgroup will be developing 

recommendations on how to begin developing and implementing the 40 percent investment 

benefits that is part of Justice40.  She stated that the President is committed to 40 percent of 

investment benefits and clean energy, clean transportation, legacy pollution reduction, et 

cetera.  She stated that the question is, how will that get implemented?  What are the criteria 

around defining an investment benefit?  She stated that the Executive Order Workgroup 

would recommend the revisions to Executive Order 12898 that need to be made, because the 

President will issue a new Executive Order on environment justice.  She explained that the 

President wants to hear from the Council, what should that new Executive Order, updating 

12898, include.  What should it have in it?  She stated that the President also issued 

Executive Order 14008.  She stated that in that EO he directed that the Interagency Council 

develop recommendations for updating 12898, specifically.   

 

Dr. Rachel Morello-Frosch turned her question to the scorecard, stating it seemed more 

inward looking about agency performance.  She stated that there is the conversation about the 

Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool, which seems more about a way to merge 

sustainable investment and environmental justice goals in terms of regulatory decision 

making across agencies.  She stated that she wanted to make sure she was correct in her 

thinking.  She shared that she was a little nervous about the timeline in terms of assuming 

there will be some preliminary recommendations made because it does take a while in terms 

of scoping out, doing the homework, and data availability.  She feared that this would be in a 

perpetual beta version because of continuing to improve it and make it better.  She did note 

that national datasets are often limited and yet there are places across the country that have 

really good local data that could be considered. 

 

Mr. Angelo Logon mentioned that this is a pretty heavy lift, especially with getting feedback 

from communities.  He posed a question of how will these recommendations be used, and 

what is the process in which final decisions on the recommendations be made?  He 
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questioned would all of the hard work really be implemented and used in ways that the 

Council can feel good about?  Or is it going to end up like the ways in which we see 

recommendations end up in the past and not necessarily wholeheartedly taken into 

consideration.  He asked for more clarity on how the recommendations will be used, what the 

process will be for adopting those recommendations, and whether or not there be will a 

negotiation of sorts between the advisory Council and the decisionmakers to get the best out 

of the hard work? 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez reminded the Council that this is a new committee.  She stated that this 

is as close to the decisionmakers that the Council has ever gotten.  She stated that although 

that doesn’t answer the question, that is part of what this process is about.  She stated that she 

would encourage everybody to think about this as a “we” as opposed to a “you.”  In other 

words, what are your recommendations to make sure that implementation happens?  What are 

the processes that you would recommend to make sure that they get integrated into agencies?  

How do we make this happen?  She stated that from what has been in the meetings, and the 

discussion inside, everybody is eager to hear and to figure out how to innovate and how to 

implement.  She reminded everyone that this is a new initiative, it’s a new effort, it’s 

something that is way beyond what has ever been done before.  She reiterated encouragement 

to think about, how do we make this happen?  She asked, what kinds of accountability 

measures do we want to see implemented to ensure that the recommendations that you have 

get to where they need to go and that the decision making happens? 

 

Richard Moore stated that he is in agreement with the comments that have been made.  He 

stated that the President and the Vice President, even in her comments earlier today, ask that 

“you” keep “us” accountable.  He advised that the committee needs to make sure that “us” is 

kept accountable.  He stated that as we have accountability to our community, at the same 

time this is the reason they sit on this WHEJAC. 

 

Mr. Lucas Brown, USDS, talked about the technical support.  He stated that one thing that 

was considered for the screening tool work is presenting a committee with what was called an 

analysis of alternatives for options.  For instance, questions about scoring methodologies.  He 

stated that it is a very simple document of, here's the options we’re aware of, here's the pros 
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and cons as we see them.  Please tell us are there pros and cons we should consider that we’re 

not?  Are there options we haven’t considered here that we should?  Are we asking the wrong 

questions in the first place?  Are we totally off based?  What’s your recommendation?  He 

stated that this could help organize some of the information and quickly have a shared 

language on what being discussed for some of the technical decisions.  He stated that if that 

sounds promising, the group can move forward with it.  And if not, other suggestions can be 

giving on how to facilitate that. 

 

Mr. Thomas Cormons stated that the recommendation on Justice40 refers to both how 

existing authorities can be used and legislation that may be helpful in furthering 

Justice40.  He stated that given the ambitious legislative agenda that the President has, how 

do we see the interaction of these recommendations with legislative priorities and how does 

that impact the timeline?  He stated that he recognize that this may be a question that is 

answered in the process of the Justice40 workgroup discussion but wanted to put it on the 

record. 

 

Dr. Beverly Wright asked the question of what’s the relationship between WHEJAC and 

NEJAC?  She asked if there a relationship on how interactions take place? 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez stated that it’s her understanding that NEJAC will continue, and that 

NEJAC is, and always has been, advising the EPA on environmental justice matters.  She 

explained that the Council is going to be advising the whole federal family on environmental 

justice.  She stated that how WHEJAC would want to intersect with NEJAC is going to be an 

ongoing structural conversation.  She noted that it was stated that in internal discussions, 

there are NEJACs that are required in each of the agencies and the DOE should have an 

environmental justice advisory committee, DOT should have one, et cetera.  She reiterated 

that all of those questions will be things that the committee will continue to work on through 

the year to make sure there is alignment with NEJAC as well as any other advisory councils 

with similar interests. 

 

CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURN 
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Ms. Peggy Shepard, Co-Chair, closed out the discussion thanking everyone for their 

comments and thoughts.  She advised that she is looking forward to advancing the work with 

the committee. 

 

Dr. Cecilia Martinez echoed the co-chairs sentiments.  She stated that it is uplifting to work 

with everyone to hold the Administration accountable and to move forward and make life 

better for communities. 

 

Ms. Catherine Flowers, Vice Co-Chair, stated that she was honored to be part of such an 

esteemed group and looking forward to working with everyone.   

 

Ms. Carletta Tilousi, Vice Co-Chair, stated that it was a very interesting day with a lot of 

information.  She stated that she learned of a lot of similar struggle across the country.  She 

echoed sentiments in looking forward to working with everyone.   

 

Ms. Karen Matin, DFO, closed out the meeting and informed the participants that she would 

sending out updates via email to set up calls and meetings over the next week.  She thanked 

everyone for their participation and adjourned the meeting.  

 

[WHEREUPON THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED] 
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APPENDIX A- MEETING AGENDA 
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APPENDIX B - OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET (OMB) SLIDES 
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APPENDIX C - EQUITY EO AND JUSTICE40 - DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION (DOT) SLIDES 
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APPENDIX D - INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP ON COAL AND POWERPLANT 

COMMUNITIES SLIDE 

 

 

 

  



288  

APPENDIX E - CLIMATE AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE SCREENING TOOL, U.S. 

DIGITAL SERVICE (USDS) SLIDES 
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I, Richard Moore, Co-Chair of the White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council, certify 
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