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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 I ntroductions, Logistics, EPA Opening Statenents
3 M5. THOMPSON: It |ooks |like we can go ahead and
4 get started.
3) Good norning and wel cone to the United States
6 Environnental Protection Agency's Virtual Public
7  Hearing for the Revised 2023 and Later Model Year
8 Light-Duty Vehicle Geenhouse Gas Em ssions Standards.
9 My nane is Kayla Thonpson from Abt Associ at es,
10 Contractor for the U S. EPA
11 We are now ready to begin and I'll turn it over to
12 EPA to get us started.
13 M5. NUNEZ: Good nmorning. On behalf of the
14 Environnmental Protection Agency and the Ofice of Air
15 and Radiation, | would like to welcone you to today's
16  Public Hearing and thank you to our contractor, Abt
17 Associates, who will help with adm nistering the
18 virtual public hearing today.
19 | am Al ej andra Nunez, the Deputy Assi stant
20 Adm nistrator for Mbile Sources with EPA's Ofice of
21 Air and Radi ati on.
22 Wth ne today is Mke Oechiw, Light-Duty Center
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 8
1 Director in the Assessnent and Standards Division
2 wthin EPA's Ofice of Transportation and Air Quality
3  or OTAQ
4 Mke will be the presiding officer for today's
5 hearing.
6 Al so during this hearing, we'll have on the panel
7 today Bill Charm ey Robin Mran, and Tad Wsor from
8 OTAQ and Mark Kataoka and Seth Bucksbaum from EPA' s
9 Ofice of General Counsel.
10 As you know during his first days in office,
11  President Biden issued a series of Executive Orders
12 that set a clear direction for EPA and his
13 Administration to protect public health, address the
14 climate crisis, and ensure environnental justice.
15 It is truly historic to have an Adm ni strati on
16 that has nmde these issues as a centerpiece of his
17 policy agenda.
18 These Executive Orders gave federal agencies
19 direction to use the best science to protect the
20 environnment and public health, ensure access to clean
21 air for everyone, reduce greenhouse gas em ssions, and
22 resilience to the inpacts of clinmate change.
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1 Executive Order 13990 issued on President Biden's
2 first day in office directed all agencies to review
3 their regul ations, orders, guidance, and policies to
4 ensure, anong other goals, that we are pronoting the
S protection of public health and the environnent,
6 including the goals of reducing greenhouse gas
7 emssions and prioritizing environnental justice.
8 Under this Executive Order, EPA was asked to
9 reviewthe April 2020 action by the previous
10 Administration to weaken the |ight-duty vehicle
11  greenhouse gas em ssions standards that had been in
12 place since 2012.
13 EPA has carefully reviewed the record and assessed
14  nore recent information and the ongoi ng technol ogi cal
15 progress in the auto industry in both internal
16  conbustion and electrified technol ogi es.
17 As we are considering this record and the various
18 authorities under the Cean Air Act, EPA has now
19 proposed a revised set of nore stringent greenhouse gas
20 em ssions standards that woul d apply to Mdel Years
21 2023 through 2026. These proposed standards for |ight-
22  duty vehicles are the subject of today's hearing.
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1 As we show in the rul emaki ng docunents that are
2 now avail able in Federal Register on EPA' s website and
3 in the public docket, there is strong technical
4 evidence that the auto industry is in a position to
S very quickly get the Cean Cars Program back on track
6 wth annual greenhouse gas em ssions reductions simlar
7 to those that they have been planning for the past
8 decade.
9 In fact, by 2026 the proposed standards wil |
10 exceed the nost stringent standards of the 2012
11  program W project that the auto industry woul d neet
12 this technical challenge at a reasonable cost, that the
13 offsetting gasoline savings to vehicle owers wll be
14 substantial, that the reductions in greenhouse gas
15 em ssions would be large, and that the proposed
16 standards woul d achi eve significant public health
17 benefits for Anericans.
18 At the sane tine we are increasingly aware of the
19 urgency of the climate crisis and its sobering effects
20 alnost daily in the news, a reality that international
21  climate scientists just brought into even sharper focus
22 in the major report earlier this nonth.
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1 EPA and this Adm nistration are very clear that
2 this proposal of revised em ssion standards, inportant
3 though they are, will not in thenselves result in
4 gsufficient em ssions reductions. For that reason, we
5 have al so announced plans to devel op a broader, |onger-
6 termset of regulations for |ight-duty vehicles that we
7 plan to propose during the next year.
8 As laid out in Executive Order 14037 issued
9 earlier this nonth, the Adm nistrator of the
10  Environnmental Protection Agency shall, as appropriate
11  and consistent with applicable | aw, consider begi nning
12 work on a rul emaki ng under the Clean Air Act to
13 establish new nulti-pollutant em ssions standards,
14 including for greenhouse gas em ssions, for |ight- and
15 pmediumduty vehicles, beginning with Mddel Year 2027
16 and extendi ng through and including at | east Mdel Year
17 2030.
18 As EPA enbarks on this future set of longer-term
19 standards, we | ook forward to public engagenent and
20  stakehol der input.
21 For today, however, we | ook forward to your
22 comments on our current proposal for standards for
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1 Model Year 2026. EPA welcones all of the comments
2 we'll hear today and tonorrow fromthe many
3 stakeholders participating in this hearing as we
4 develop the final rule.
S We al so | ook forward to considering and readi ng
6 coments that we receive during the public comment
7 period which is open until Septenber 27th.
8 Thank you all for attending this inportant public
9 hearing, and thank you to everyone who will provide
10 testinony today and tonorrow.
11 Il will nowturn it over to Mke Oechiw, the
12 presiding officer for today's hearing.
13 MR. OLECH W Ckay. Thank you, Ale.
14 As Ale said, the purpose of this hearing is to
15 receive oral testinony frominterested parties
16 regarding EPA' s Proposed Revisions to Light-Duty
17 G eenhouse Gas Em ssions Standards.
18 We are conducting this hearing in accordance with
19 Section 307(d) of the Cean Air Act and this hearing
20 provides the forumfor interested persons to submt
21  oral presentations.
22 We have scheduled tine for all those who have
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1 registered using the online registration process.

2 Because of the level of interest, we wll end

3 today's session at around 5 p.m and continue the

4 hearing tonorrow starting again at 9:30 a.m Eastern,

S and we will continue tonorrow until all speakers have

6 been heard.

7 We appreciate that holding a public hearing

8 wvirtually is relatively new, but EPA's commtted to

9 maki ng use of evolving technol ogi es and ensuring that
10 we hear fromall who wish to provide oral testinony.

11 As a rem nder, the public also has an opportunity
12 to submt witten comments through Septenber 27th,

13 2021.

14 At this tinme, we have al nost 200 peopl e registered
15 to present testinony today and tonorrow.

16 This hearing is being recorded and the transcri pt
17 wll also be available electronically on the

18 regul ations. gov website at EPA- HQ OAR- 2021- 02- 08.

19 We expect to post the recording of the hearing in
20 the next few days on the website for this rule.

21 This hearing will be conducted informally and

22 Formal Rules of Evidence do not apply. However, as
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1 presiding officer, | amauthorized to strike fromthe
2 record statenents which are deened irrel evant or
3 needlessly repetitious and to enforce reasonable Iimts
4 on the duration of the statenents of any speakers.
3) Speakers will be allowed to nake oral statenents
6 which they may | ater expand in witing for the record.
7 W request that speakers state their nanmes and any
8 affiliation prior to making their oral statenents and
9 tolimt their testinony to three m nutes.
10 When a speaker has finished their presentation,
11 nmenbers of this panel may ask questions concerning the
12 jissues raised in the testinony.
13 Qur contractor, Abt Associates, wll be
14 facilitating the line-up of the speakers and hel ping to
15 keep testinony to three m nutes.
16 We recognize that this is not a lot of tinme and
17 appreciate everyone's cooperation in allowing us to
18 give everyone a chance to speak today.
19 Pl ease note that EPA's distributed a list and a
20 tentative order of those registered to speak today and
21 tonorrow and we may nmake slight adjustnents to the
22 hearing for accomopdati ons.
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 15
1 We plan to take a 30-m nute | unch break around
2 12:30 p.m today and an afternoon break around 3: 30.
3 Shoul d there be nmenbers of the press with further
4 questions about today's hearing, please contact Aaron
S Burgfeld at burgfel d. aaron@pa. gov.
6 Wth that, I wll now ask Kayla to start the
7 hearing wth our first set of speakers.
8 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you.
9 Before we begin, we'd like to go over sone
10 logistics for today's public hearing. As a remn nder,
11 all attendees are nuted automatically. If you are
12 speaki ng today, you will receive a notification on your
13 screen that you are being pronoted to the row of
14 panelists shortly prior to your speaking tine.
15 You nust accept that invitation to be able to
16  unnute when you are called to testify. This will also
17 allow you to turn on your canera which we encourage you
18 to do. Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
19 their phones when called to testify.
20 If you are having technical difficulties, please
21 send an e-mail to public_hearing@btassoc.com or cal
22 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but
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1 you would like to speak tonorrow, August 26th, please
2 send an e-mail again to public_heari ng@btassoc. com or
3 call 919-294-7712.
4 Now we wi || begin our public testinony. The
S expected speaking order is currently displayed on the
6 screen. W ask that each person |imt their verbal
/7 testinony to three mnutes. W encourage you to
8 provide your full witten testinony and any additi onal
9 coments of any | ength of Docket Nunmber EPA- HQ OAR-
10  2021-0208 on regul ati ons. gov.
11 | wll be introducing each speaker in turn.
12 Pl ease speak slowy and clearly so our court reporter
13 can record these proceedi ngs accurately.
14 The first speaker will be Paul Billings. Please
15 state your nane and affiliation for the record.
16 Speaker Bl ock 1
17 MR. BILLINGS: Good norning. |'m Paul Billings,
18 National Senior Vice President of Public Policy for the
19 American Lung Associ ation.
20 Thank you for the opportunity to speak this
21 porning.
22 Air pollutionis a major threat to public health
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1 and air pollution discrimnates against black and brown
2 communities and | owinconme communities. Air pollution
3 causes tens of thousands of people to die each year in
4 the United States and notor vehicles are a | eading
5 source of em ssions that create ozone or snobg and
6 particle pollution.
7 Transportation is also the nation's | eading
8 contributor to clinmate change.
9 The Anerican Lung Association's nost recent State
10 of the Air Report found that nore than a 135 mllion
11  people in the United States, nore than four in 10, live
12 in counties with unhealthy levels of air pollution.
13 Qur report also found that people of color are
14 much nore likely to live in counties wth failing
15 grades for air pollution than white Aneri cans.
16 We know t hat people who |ive near roadways and oi
17 and gas operations, including refineries, bear a
18 disproportionate burden of air pollution and that
19 climte change is making that pollution worse.
20 Let nme repeat this. Cimte change is making air
21 quality worse. M tine is short. So | want to nake
22 three brief points and will provide detailed witten
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1 comments prior to the deadline.
2 First, climate change is a health energency. The
3 Intergovernnental Panel on dimate Change found that
4 the planet is on a path towards catastrophic
5 destruction if we do not nmake serious cuts to
6 greenhouse gas eni ssions as soon as possi bl e.
7 From deadly floods in Tennessee to wildfires in

8 the West destroying conmunities and bl anket the

9 continent with unhealthy particle pollution, no one can
10 escape the | ethal consequences and the urgent need to
11 act.

12 EPA nust finalize this rulemaking this year in

13 order to set stronger tail pipe standards for Model Year
14 2023. dinmate change is a health energency and the

15 Biden Adm nistration nust respond with dispatch.

16 Secondly, we nust maxim ze the real world em ssion
17  reductions fromthis program W are concerned about
18 | oopholes and credits that reduce the actual emni ssion
19 reductions fromthe vehicles on the road. EPA nust not
20 allow these credits to underm ne the em ssion

21 reductions.

22 Third, EPA's own analysis points to nore
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1 Protective Alternative Nunber 2, which would provide
2 pnore pollution reduction and nore electric vehicles on
3 the road by 2026.
4 EPA estimates that Alternative 2 would result in
5 significant present value net benefits of up to a 180
6 billion and anal yzed net benefits of up to 9.1 billion.
7 Quoting fromthe NPRM "The total benefits far exceed
8 the costs of the program"”™ As noted above, this is a
9 health enmergency and maxi m zing pollution reductions is
10  needed.
11 W encourage EPA to pursue at mninmumthe
12 stringency laid out in Alternative 2 and renobve excess
13 crediting and | oopholes that will reduce the real world
14  benefits of a nore health-protective alternative.
15 In conclusion, climte change is a health
16 energency. EPA nust maxim ze the pollution reductions,
17 mnimze the | oopholes, and finalize this rule this
18 year to inplenent the regulations in Mdel Year 2023.
19 Thank you very much, and |I'd be happy to answer
20 any questions.
21 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
22 The next speaker will be Cara Cook. Please state
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 20
1 your nane and affiliation for the record.
2 M5. COOK: Hi. Good norning. This is Cara Cook,
3 affiliation Alliance of Nurses for Health Environnents.
4 Thank you for the opportunity to provide conmments
S5 today.
6 |"ma registered nurse and part of the Alliance of
7 Nurses for Health Environnents, the only national
8 nursing organi zati on focused solely on how the
9 environnent inpacts human health.
10 This proposal is a step in the right direction.
11  However, our organization strongly urges EPA to set the
12 strongest possible clean car standards to protect
13  public health and address the climte crisis.
14 As the transportation sector is the |eading source
15 of harnful carbon pollution in the U S., strong clean
16 car standards are critical to providing nmeani ngful
17 pollution reductions and fuel savings.
18 If we do not nmake significant cuts in greenhouse
19 gas enissions as soon as possible, the worst inpacts of
20 climate change will be unavoi dabl e.
21 As nurses serving on the front |ines of
22 comunities and caring for inpacted popul ations, we are
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1 already seeing the very real effects of climte change
2 on health.
3 The Adm nistration has al so expressed its priority
4 of pronoting environnental justice. Communities of
5 color and | owinconme communities are disproportionately
6 exposed and harned by exposure to air pollution,
7 including pollution fromthe transportati on sector.
8 Cean air pollution fromthis sector is a critical step
9 in achieving that priority.
10 We thank EPA for taking the necessary first step
11 by addressing the previous Adm nistration's roll backs
12 of clean car standards but nore is needed.
13 We are requesting EPA to nove swiftly to set the
14  next round of standards and specifically the rul e nust
15 be as strong as possible for Mdel Year 2026 to ensure
16 the U S. can achieve a hundred percent zero emn ssion
17 vehicle sales by no |ater than 2035 consistent with the
18 Biden Administration's Executive O der.
19 The preferred alternative identified by EPA is not
20 as strong as the standard finalized during the Ghana
21  Administration. The EPA itself identified a nuch
22 petter rule, Alternative 2, which would put 400, 000
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1 extra electric vehicles on the road by 2026 and result
2 inal1l30 mllion netric tons fewer greenhouse gas
3 em ssions.
4 Also, we're urging EPA to set much stronger
S5 standards covering cars, SUVs, and light trucks through
6 at |east 2030. Standards should be reflective of the
7 robust response required to reduce carbon pollution and
8 to derive the transition to zero em ssion vehicl es.
9 And lastly, while the top |ine nunbers of the
10  proposal look like they will |ead to neani ngf ul
11  em ssions reductions, the standards are underm ned by
12 unnecessary give-aways to autonmakers that reduce their
13 benefits and del ay progress towards cl eaner technol ogy.
14 | want to close with just a rem nder that clean
15 air and nore efficient vehicles need cleaner air,
16 healthier people, and a thriving econony. The Alliance
17 of Nurses for Healthy Environnments is urging EPA to
18 nove forward with anbitious clean car standards that
19 neet the scale of the climate crisis and protect
20 heal th.
21 Thank you.
22 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
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1 The next speaker will be Vijay Limye. You nmay
2 now unmute and state your nane and affiliation for the
3 record.
4 DR. LI MAYE: Good norning. This is Vijay Linaye.
S I'mwth NRDC, and | want to thank EPA for organizing
6 this public hearing.
7 ["'mtrained as a Ph.D. environnent al
8 epidemologist and |'ma fornmer EPA scientist nyself.
9 | work to better understand the harnful effects of air
10 pollution and clinmate change on health. At EPA I
11  worked on air pollution and health science. |'mnow a
12 climte and health scientist at NRDC
13 | " m speaki ng today on behalf of our nore than
14  three mllion nenbers and online activists who support
15 our efforts to safeguard all Anericans' right to clean
16 air, clean water, and a heal thy planet.
17 This proposal cones at a critical nonent. The
18 recent Conprehensive Cimte Assessnent from | PCC shows
19 that fossil fuel pollution, the burning of coal, oil,
20 and gas, is driving a rapid and w despread
21 destabilization of our planet.
22 According to that science, |evels of carbon
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1 dioxide in the atnosphere haven't been this high in two
2 mllion years. W are in dangerous uncharted territory
3 internms of the human experience because of our
4 continued reliance on dirty fossil fuels.
3) In this country the transportation sector is the
6 top contributor to climate pollution and the w ndow of
7 time for us to slow further warmng and limt the
8 likelihood of dangerous tipping points is quickly
9 cl osing.
10 Thi s unprecedented nonent demands strong action
11 which is why EPA should finalize a rule at | east as
12 stringent as Alternate 2 which would achieve nore
13 em ssion reductions than the proposal.
14 Maxi m zi ng those pollution reductions is critical
15 and urgent because the climate crisis is here and now
16 and it is fueling and a escalating public health
17 emergency and endangering people all across the
18 country.
19 It's contributing to nore severe wldfires,
20 exacerbati ng dangerous heat waves and drought, spiking
21 | evels of air pollution fromozone, snog, and wildfire
22 snoke, and super-charging rainfall and fl ooding.
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1 If we continue down this path without cutting

2  harnful em ssions, climate hazards will only worsen in
3 frequency, intensity, duration, and reach in the

4 future, and the costs of those hazards, which broke a
5 newrecord |ast year, according to federal data, wll
6 skyrocket out of control.

7 Climate hazards have profound consequences t hat

8 are in vivid display right now, both in people's pain
9 and suffering and in the costly need for nedical care.
10 These health costs are difficult to track and quantify
11  and so they are largely absent from public accounting
12 of climte danmages.

13 For that reason, the health-rel ated costs savings
14 of climate pollution reductions are not included in the
15 accounting of benefits fromthe proposed rul e being

16 considered today. Because of these m ssing savings,

17 the reality is that the net benefits of a strong cars
18 plan are even higher than those currently estimted by
19 EPA

20 | led a peer-reviewed analysis that estimted the
21  health costs of 10 climte-sensitive events across the

22 U. S that occurred during just one recent year and
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1 using public data and EPA's val uati on net hods, we found
2 that just those 10 events inflicted huge heal th harns,
3 about 900 deaths, 21,000 hospitalizations, and 18, 000
4 ERvisits, took a total financial toll of $10 billion
S in damage.
6 So NRDC urges EPA to finalize Iight-duty vehicle
7 standards that nmaxim ze climte pollution reductions,
8 deliver cleaner air, and help to secure a safer and
9 healthier future.
10 Thank you.
11 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
12 The next speaker will be Katherine Garcia. You
13 may now unnmute and state your nane and affiliation for
14 the record.
15 M5. GARCIA: |I'mKatherine Garcia fromthe Sierra
16  d ub.
17 Good norning. My nane is Katherine Garcia. |'ma
18 nother of a toddler and a climate activist. |1'malso
19 the Acting Director of Sierra Cub's O ean
20 Transportation for Al Canpaign and a resident of
21  Washi ngton, D.C
22 Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.
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1 | spent years advocating for stricter vehicle
2 standards to reduce the nunber of unhealthy air days
3 for residents across the country. | cannot overstate
4 the inportance of strong clean car standards, for
5 «climate action, racial justice, and inproving public
6 heal th.
7 I"mcalling on EPA to strengthen this proposed
8 rule to deliver on our shared priorities.
9 Presi dent Biden and his Adm ni stration have
10 promsed to take action to reverse Donald Trunp's
11  illegal and dangerous attacks on cl eaner cars and cl ean
12 air.
13 | thank the Adm nistration for the speed with
14 whi ch they have worked on new cl ean car standards to
15 set us back on track.
16 Strong standards will protect conmmunities across
17 the country fromharnful transportation pollution, set
18 enforceable regulations that the auto i ndustry nust
19 neet, and are critical to our nation slashing climate=
20  disrupting em ssions and neeting our Paris Agreenent
21 comm tnment by 2030.
22 Thi s proposal has only been out for a couple of
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1 weeks and already over 9,000 Sierra C ub nenbers and
2 supporters have sent in coments enphasi zing the need
3 for the EPA to protect climte and public health by
4 finalizing a bold rule.
S Wiile |'"m pleased to see the EPA has taken steps
6 to strengthen the current standards, |'m di sappoi nted
7 to see that the agency is still offering |Ioopholes
8 which would allow autonakers to doubl e down on gas
9 guzzlers.
10 The current proposal would reinstate a prior
11 | oophol e by treating each zero em ssion vehicle as
12 multiple zero em ssion vehicles when neasuri ng
13 conpliance. Not only does this | oophole erode the
14  effectiveness of the rule, but recent research shows
15 that it is actually counterproductive to accel erating
16 the deploynent of electric vehicles.
17 We shoul d be past the point of nultipliers by now
18 Instead, the final rule should say |oud and cl ear one
19 zero em ssion vehicle counts for one zero em ssion
20  vehicle.
21 During the previous Adm nistration, Sierra Club in
22 coalition with the diverse set of advocacy groups
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1 worked to defend the clean car standards. Now is the
2 nonent for the Biden Adm nistration to go further than
3 ever before and establish the strongest rule possible.
4 Thank you again for this opportunity.
3) M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.
6 The next speaker will be Ranon Cruz. Ranon, you
7 may now unnute and state your nanme and affiliation for
8 the record.
9 MR. CRUZ: Yes, hello. Thank you very nuch.
10  Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.
11 My nane is Ranon Cruz, and |I'mthe President of
12 the Sierra Club, the nation's |argest and nost
13 influential grassroots environnental organization. |
14  live in Brooklyn, and I"'moriginally from Puerto Ri co.
15 |'"'m here today to urge the EPA to set the
16 strongest possible clean car standards to deliver real
17 world em ssions and reductions that match the urgency
18 of the climate crisis that we're living right now.
19 | want to go into the why behind these standards.
20 This rule would be our nation's strongest clinmate tool
21 if EPA gets it right. This sunmer has been devastating
22 for our communities. Qur friends, famly and nei ghbors
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1 have been on the front lines of heat waves, of

2 wldfires, flooding, and nore, and many tines, you

3 know, people speak about climte action for future

4 generation. Wile the well-being of children grow ng
S up inthis decade is of big inportance, the reality of
6 that we're experiencing the inpacts of clinate crisis
7 right now and while all generations are inpacted, not

8 all comunities are inpacted the sane way.

9 All too often the communities | east responsible
10 for our climate pollution are facing the burdens of the
11  crisis and suffering fromtoxic air pollution, as well.
12 So the latest I PCC report states in the strongest
13  way ever that the climate crisis will continue to

14  rapidly worsen unless the world slashes clinmate=

15 disrupting pollution as quickly as possible in the next
16  decade.

17 Transportation pollution is our nation's worst

18 offender when it cones to the climate crisis and this
19 rulemaking, if strengthened, can put us back on track
20 and to have strong standards and offer protection for
21 communities in New York and across the nation.

22 As proposed, this rule would result in nuch | ess
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1 pollution reduction than the auto industry agreeing to
2 in 2012, despite the enornous progress that's occurred
3 on electric vehicles and the climte disasters we have
4  seen since then.
S So we nust get to a hundred percent electric
6 vehicles sales by 2035 and, unfortunately, the EPA' s
7 proposed rule doesn't go far enough to get us on that
8 path.
9 We're al so deeply concerned about the | oophol es
10 that the proposal contains that would all ow auto
11 manufactures to doubl e down on gas-gquzzling vehicles.
12 So today you have heard and will continue to hear
13 froma diverse novenent of people, nothers, organizers,
14  environnmental justice |eaders, climte activists,
15 doctors, elected officials, and nore, together telling
16 the EPAit's tinme to act. Many of these identities
17 overlap and our novenent is strong because the fight
18 for a livable planet that belongs to all of us has deep
19 intersections between racial justice, climte action,
20  and peopl e- power ed changed.
21 We appreciate President Biden and his
22 Adm nistration for follow ng through on promses to
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1 address clinmate action and environnental justice by
2 reversing the previous Adm nistration's attacks on
3 clean car standards, but by acting swiftly on these
4 rules the Adm nistration has acknow edged t he
S inportance of tackling climte pollution for
6 transportation.
7 But we need the bol dest and strongest possible
8 clean car standards to truly make good of these
9 commtments. W cannot afford a rule that [ocks in
10 nore climate pollution.
11 It's tinme for the Biden Admnnistration to
12 reinstate our strongest tool against climte change and
13 go beyond the standards President Gbhana set nearly a
14  decade ago.
15 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
16 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
17 The next speaker will be Ml ly Rauch. Mdlly, you
18 may now unnmute and state your nane and affiliation for
19 the record.
20 M5. RAUCH Good norning. |'m Mlly Rauch with
21 Monms O ean Air Force.
22 Thank you so much for the opportunity to testify
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1 today.
2 The transportation sector is the |argest source of
3 climate pollutioninthe US Ceaning up this
4 pollution is one of the nost inportant things we can do
5 to fight climte change.
6 On behalf of the nore than one mllion nenbers of
7 Mnms Cean Air Force, |'masking EPA to finalize the
8 strongest possi bl e greenhouse gas em ssions standards
9 for light-duty vehicles.
10 Today and tonorrow you will hear from dozens of
11 Monms Cean Air Force staff and nenbers from across the
12 country and thousands nore of us will be submtting
13 comment into the public docket on this proposal.
14 We are here and speaki ng out because we see it as
15 our primary responsibility as parents to safeguard our
16 children's health and future.
17 The |l atest | PCC report, as you' ve heard, released
18 earlier this nonth has affirnmed that we are living in
19 an unequi vocal climte crisis, but we don't need a UN
20 report to tell us what so many of us are experiencing
21 in our own conmmunities.
22 Searing heat waves, staggering wildfires, terrible
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1 floods, unprecedented rainfall, choking drought, this

2 affects us all. M teenage son is an athlete who

3 trains outside in the summer. He's playing football

4 here in D.C. where we |ive and his teamstarted daily

S5 practices |last week. W've had several heat energency
6 days and today is a Code Orange air day for ozone.

7 We have historical average of 11 dangerously hot

8 days each year in D.C., but in the 2020s, in this

9 decade, we're projected to have 18 every year and by

10 the 2050s heat energencies in D.C. are projected to

11  increase to 30 to 45 days each and every year. This is
12 hard on ny son's body and it will harmthe health of

13 athletes like himin the future.

14 At Mons Clean Air Force, we appreciate that the

15 Biden Administration is prioritizing clinmate action and
16 has pl edged a 50 percent reduction of climate pollution
17 from 2005 I evel s by 2030. Now EPA nust finalize the

18 strongest possible standards to cut pollution from

19 cars.

20 EPA' s proposal details several options. The

21 preferred alternative, the quote unquote preferred

22  alternate, includes |oopholes for automakers that may
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1 undermne the pollution reduction targets. Alternative
2 2is the stronger option that would reduce climate
3 pollution faster, putting 400,000 extra electric
4 vehicles on the road by 2026 and resulting in a 130
S mllion netric tons fewer greenhouse gas em SSions
6 anong ot her significant benefits, including billions in
7 econom c benefits. This is the better option and Mns
8 want you to go with Alternative 2.
9 We need 100 percent of new car sales to be zero
10 em ssions by 2035. To reach that goal the near-term
11  standards for climate pollution nust be as strong as
12 possi bl e as soon as possi bl e.
13 Pl ease finalize the strongest possible climte
14  pollution limts on cars and |light trucks to help
15 protect our children's health and future fromthe
16 climate crisis.
17 Thank you.
18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today you wl|
20 receive a notification on your screen that you are
21  being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
22 your speaking tine.
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1 You nust accept that invitation to be able to
2 unnute when you are called to testify. This wll allow
3 you to turn on your canera which we encourage you to
4 do. Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
5 their phones when called to testify.
6 If you're having technical difficulties, please
7 send an e-nmail to public_heari ng@btassoc.comor call
8 919-294-7712.
9 Additionally, if you are not registered to speak
10 but you would |like to speak tonorrow, August 26th,
11  please send an e-mail with your nanme and phone nunber
12 to public_heari ng@btassoc.comor call 919-294-7712.
13 The next speaker will be Susan Hendershot. You
14  may now unnute and state your nane and affiliation for
15 the record.
16 REV. HENDERSHOT: Thank you. M nane is Reverend
17 Susan Hendershot, and | am here today as the President
18 of Interfaith Power & Light, and as an ordai ned
19 clergywonman in the Christian Church Disciples of
20 Chri st.
21 IPL's mssionis to inspire and nobilize peopl e of
22 faith and conscience to take bold and just action on
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1 climte change. | speak on behalf of our 40 state
2 affiliates, nore than 22,000 congregations, and nore
3 than 6.5 mllion people of faith who are a part of our
4 national network urging the Biden Adm nistration and
5 the EPA to enact the strongest and bol dest standards to
6 reduce vehicle pollution, at |east as stringent as
7  those in Proposal 2.
8 While our Interfaith Power & Light network
9 includes people of faith fromdiverse religious
10 traditions, | wuld |like to speak to you fromthe
11 perspective of ny own tradition which is Christianity.
12 In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is asked the
13 question, "Teacher, which commandnent in the lawis the
14 greatest?" He answers, "You shall |ove the Lord, your
15 God, wth all your heart and with all your soul and
16 with all your mind. This is the greatest and first
17 commandnent and the second is like it. "You shall |ove
18  your nei ghbor as yourself."
19 Utimately, ny advocacy, ny testinony here, and
20 the work of people of faith around this country who
21  have been supporting strongest vehicle standards for
22 years is about living out that |ove for God and
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=

nei ghbor.

2 When we | ove God, we protect what God has given us
3 as agift to be nurtured and tended. Wen we | ove our
4 neighbor, we don't pollute their air, their |and, or

5 their water.

6 At this nonent in tinme, we have a choice. The

7 just-released IPCC report makes it startlingly clear

8 thereis notime to waste in half neasures or catering
9 tothe interests of industry and manufacturing. W

10 have already | ocked our children and grandchildren into
11 a future on this planet that will have nore heat waves,
12 nore drought, nore extrene weather, and nore fires than
13 we are experiencing right now

14 We have an actual opportunity here with vehicle

15 standards that can nmake a difference in lowering the

16 anount of air pollution that is inpacting people's

17 health and in | owering greenhouse gas em ssions that

18 are driving the climate crisis, but we can't wait. W
19 can't grant |oopholes to auto manufacturers.

20 Utimtely, we are accountable to each other, to
21 our children, to our elders, to front line communities

22 that are suffering disproportionately.
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1 We are accountable to the sacred responsibility
2 that we have been given by virtue of our covenant with
3 God in whatever way God is known to us. Specifically,
4 | ask you to restore national standards and revise them
5 beyond | evels set during the Cbama/Bi den
6 Admnistration, to establish a 2030 standard for cars
7 and light-duty trucks that achieves fleet average
8 greenhouse gas em ssions 60 percent or nore bel ow
9 today's average, put the nation on a trajectory to nake
10 all new cars and light-duty trucks electric vehicles no
11  later than 2035, which requires at |east 60 percent to
12 be electric by 2030, and ensure all new trucks and
13 buses are zero em ssion no |later than 2040.
14 Thank you for holding this hearing and for the
15 opportunity to speak today. My God grant you w sdom
16 and gui dance as you seek the common good. Thank you.
17 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
18 The next speaker will be Gabriel Filippelli. You
19 may now unnmute and state your nane and affiliation for
20  the record.
21 MR. FILIPPELLI: Hello. |I'm Professor Gabri el
22 Filippelli. 1"ma Chancellor's Professor of Earth
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1 Sciences at Indiana University where | also direct the

2 Center for Urban Health.

3 I"'mgoing to reiterate sone of the excellent

4  points brought up by the fornmer speakers but add a

5 little bit nore of a health twist to sone of this.

6 So, of course, the IPCC report that |anded | ast

7 week was a shock to the world, but it was not a shock

8 to scientists like nyself. |[|'ve been studying climte

9 change and climate change i npacts for about 30 years,

10 and I've not only read nost of the studies summarized
11  in that but produced many of them

12 And so for us scientists, it's been very clear for
13 quite sone time that climte change is a critical

14 gl obal issue and we also know that transportation, of
15 course, is a large contributor to climte change, but
16 it is also a contributor to sonething that | study here
17 even locally Indianapolis and that's air pollution.

18 Now air pollution fromtransportati on has severe
19 inpacts on urban popul ations and as stated earlier, it
20 really does disproportionately inpact our |ower-incone
21 brown and black comunities and we have research

22 ongoing that shows just that.
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1 Now I think COVID, the horrors of COVID al so
2 brought an inportant wi ndow for us to view sonme of
3 these climate and air quality inpacts through. The
4  COVID shutdowns markedly cleared the air around the
5 world, but it also cleared the air right here in the
6 US incities and towns and we just published a study
7 in the Journal Sustainability that shows how much t hat
8 cl earance was.
9 In the two maj or nonths of COVID shutdowns, the
10 concentration of NO2 dioxides, which is a severe |ung
11 irritant, the concentration in the atnosphere dropped
12 by 20 to 40 percent in mgjor cities across the country.
13 This drop wasn't because of a reduction in energy
14 production. It was a reduction in transportation.
15 This was the | ockdown which kept people at hone and
16 those are people largely with the Iight vehicles and
17 light-duty truck sectors.
18 So what we saw was a very clear shutdown which
19 inevitably resulted in a significant, although only
20  tenporary, inprovenent in public health in cities and
21 towns around this country.
22 Now woul dn't it be nice if we were intentional
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1 about that and that’s exactly what sone of these air
2 quality standards have to be witten for, witten not
3 tojust look at climate change in a gl obal sense but
4 also to inprove the air for our children in cities |like
5 mne in Indianapolis and across this country, and |
6 think that that will require sone significant
7 sharpening of sone of these standards perhaps even
8 beyond what was stated initially as preferred
9 solutions.
10 So | encourage you to do this. | encourage you to
11 do this for global climate, but | encourage you to do
12 this for kids' right here in Indianapolis.
13 Thank you very nuch.
14 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
15 M5. MORAN: This is Robin Moran from EPA, on the
16 EPA panel. | would just like to ask you about the
17 study that you just referenced, will you be putting
18 that in the docket for the public record?
19 MR FILIPPELLI: | will. It's an open access
20 study. So anyone can read it, but I'll make sure to
21  include that and that was nmy intention. Thank you.
22 M5. MORAN: Excellent. Thank you so nuch.
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1 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you.
2 The next speaker will be Andrea Marpillero-
3 Colomna. You may now unnute and state your nane and
4 affiliation for the record.
5 M5. MARPI LLERO- COLOM NA:  Thank you so nuch.
6 My nane is Andrea Marpillero-Colomna, and | am a
7 clean transportation advocate at G eenlLati nos.
8 We are an active community of Latino environnental
9 and conservation chanpions fighting against climte
10 change and environnental degradation that intensifies
11  system c social health and economic injustice in our
12 communi ti es.
13 | thank this Adm nistration for acting swftly on
14 clean cars but urge the EPA to create the strongest
15 possible limts on vehicle pollution as it reconsiders
16 the previous Admnistration's attacks on cl ean car
17 standards.
18 These new standards will continue to pronote
19 innovation throughout the autonotive industry and w |
20 ensure that the U S. remains an auto industry |eader,
21 but | urge you to keep these standards as originally
22 designed to ensure the greatest reductions in oil use
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1 in global warm ng em ssions and protect conmunities

2 frompollution and em ssions inpacts.

3 ' m here today because |'mvery concerned on

4  Dbehalf of ny organi zati on about the urgent need to

S5 create and support the inplenentation of stringent

6 clean vehicle standards in order to mtigate the

7 inpacts of tailpipe emssions for Latino comunities.

8 As you may know, a recent nationw de study found

9 that Latino children are three tinmes nore likely than
10 non-Hispanic white children to live in counties where
11  air quality standards are poor and nearly one-third of
12 Latino children live in counties where hazardous air

13  pol lutant concentrati ons exceed the one-in-10, 000

14  cancer risk level. Emssions fromcars are literally
15 killing children.

16 A year-long study of 756 asthmatic Latino children
17 frominner city urban areas showed that participants

18 who live near a freeway were significantly nore likely
19 to have asthma that was not well controlled and it is
20 well known that Latinos are twice as likely to visit

21  the enmergency roomfor asthma than whites, and Latino
22 children are twce as likely to die from asthnma as
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1 their white counterparts.

2 Strong standards can prevent this exposure and

3 these conpletely unnecessary deaths. EPA nust set the

4 strongest possible federal clean car standards to

S ensure that we are protecting famlies fromvehicle

6 pollution, saving drivers' noney at the punp and

7 fighting climte change.

8 This neans restoring standards to at |east the

9 levels set by the Ghanma/Bi den Adm ni stration and even
10 stronger than the Cbama-era standards. By inplenenting
11  the strongest possible fuel econony standards, the EPA
12 woul d also be follow ng through on its commtnent to

13 environnental justice because issuing stronger clean

14 car standards will help address key transportation-

15 related inpacts of pollution.

16 Again, | urge this Admnistration to act on this
17  inportant opportunity to make our cars and |ight-duty
18 trucks nore efficient and better for famlies.

19 Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

20 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.

21 The next speaker will be Jared Snyder. You nay

22 npow unnute and state your nane and affiliation for the
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1 record.
2 MR. SNYDER: Good norning. |'mJared Snyder, the
3  Deputy Commissioner for Aimate, Air, and Energy at the
4  New York State Departnent of Environnental
5 Conservation.
6 New Yor k supports the strongest possible EPA
7 action to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions from
8 vehicles. Each year brings new evidence of the
9 seriousness of climate change and this sumrer provided
10 alnost daily rem nders of the climate crisis.
11 Recogni zi ng the urgency in 2019, New York
12 established the dinmate Leadership and Conmunity
13  Protection Act which establishes the nation's nost
14  aggressive em ssion targets, including achieving a
15 carbon-neutral econony by 2050.
16 Over the past five years New York and two dozen
17  other states in the Cimate Al liance have led wth
18 policies to support the clean vehicles transition. New
19 York is investing nore than $1 billion in zero em ssion
20 cars, trucks, buses, and charging infrastructure over
21  the next five years, including an $85 mllion
22 conpetition to deploy innovative strategies in
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1 comunities overburdened by vehicle em ssions.
2 These state policies provide EPAwth a solid
3 foundation to reverse the prior Admnistration's
4 Dbacksliding. National |eadership is needed now and EPA
5 shoul d adopt the nobst aggressive regulations feasible
6 to nmake optinmal use of existing technol ogies.
7 Based on their nultiyear design and engi neering
8 process, manufacturers are ready to neet the 2012
9 standards. Last sunmer five manufacturers representing
10 one-third of the U S. market commtted to em ssion
11 reductions through 2026 at rates conparable to those
12 proposed by EPA and nmany manufacturers have stated
13 recently that they intend to produce ZEVs excl usively
14 or al nost exclusively by 2035.
15 EPA' s proposal would effectively restore the
16 pathway provided by EPA s 2012 standards, providing a
17 solid foundation for the further action that EPA can
18 and must build upon. Inportantly, the proposal wll
19 al so reduce ozone pollution across the country,
20  providing substantial public health benefits,
21 particularly to communities overburdened by air
22 pollution, and it wll also provide the average
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1 consumer close to $2,000 in fuel savings over the life
2 of avehicle if they're buying electric vehicles and
3 create jobs in the burgeoni ng clean vehicle sector.
4 EPA should finalize this rule and imediately turn
S5 to establishing newrules to achieve President Biden's
6 goal that 50 percent of all passenger vehicles sold in
7 2030 wll be zero em ssion.
8 As the CGovernors of New York and 11 other states
9 recomended this April, those rules should guide the
10 transition to the sale of only zero em ssion vehicles
11 by 2035, putting the nation back on track and reducing
12 transportation em ssions at this critical nonent.
13 The climate crisis is here now and st eadf ast
14 | eadership fromthe Federal Government and state
15 governnents alike is needed to protect our planet and
16 create the jobs of the future.
17 Thank you.
18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 The next speaker will be Janmes Flynn. Pl ease
20 state your nanme and affiliation for the record.
21 MR. FLYNN: Good norning. M nane's Janes Flynn.
22 |'"mthe Senior Policy Advisor for Fleet Transportation
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1 at the Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use
2 Managenent.
3 NESCOM i s the regi onal association of state air
4 quality agencies in the Northeast. W serve as a
5 technical and policy advisor to our nenbers and
6 facilitate nultistate initiatives to accelerate
7 electric vehicle adoption.
8 For nore than three decades NESCOM and its nenbers

9 have closely coll aborated with California and ot her

10 states, EPA, and the auto industry to pronote | ow and
11  zero em ssion vehicles.

12 My testinony focuses on the urgent need to address
13 the climate crisis and justification nor the strongest
14 possi bl e federal em ssion standards for |ight-duty

15  vehi cl es.

16 As an initial matter, NESCOM appreciates the

17 Admi nistration's renewed commtnent reflected in EPA' s
18 proposed rule and recent Executive Orders to coordi nate
19 the states |leading the way in reducing vehicle

20 em ssions, including those states that adopt

21 California's em ssion standards.

22 | ndeed, seven of NESCOM s states have done that
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1 and exercised their authority under Section 177 of the
2 (Clean Air Act to neet California' s Advanced C ean Cars
3  Standards.
4 The public health, environnental, and economc
5 costs of climate change inpacts, such as increasing
6 heat waves, drought, sea level rise, flooding, and
7 wildfires are nounting. Transportation is the | argest
8 source of GHGs in the U S and light-duty vehicles are
9 the largest contributor of those enmi ssions. Mtigating
10 the climate crisis wll require substantial reductions
11  in GHG em ssions from notor vehicles.
12 Li ght-duty cars and trucks are also a nmajor source
13 of particulate matter, air toxics, and ozone quality
14 pol lutants that harm public health. Significant
15 portions of the Northeast are not neeting federal ozone
16 standards. Cdimte change is expected to exacerbate
17 trophi c sphere ozone |evels.
18 Lowi nconme communities, comunities of color, and
19 indigenous populations in the Northeast are
20 particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate
21 change and are disproportionately inpacted by air
22 pollution.
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1 There is anple justification for strong national
2 @GHG standards that recover and restore the benefits of
3 the national program adopted by EPA in 2012. Zero
4 em ssion vehicle technol ogy has advanced rapidly since
5 then and the pace of innovation has only accel erated
6 since EPA confirned those standards to be
7 technol ogically feasible and appropriate during the
8 2018 Term Eval uati on.
9 Battery costs continue to decline. Many
10 aut omakers have announced plans to electrify sone or
11  all of their fleets. 1In the 2019 Framewor k Agreenent
12 several manufacturers voluntarily agreed to conply with
13 California's GHG em ssion reduction targets for Model
14 Year 2026 across their national vehicle fleets,
15 notw thstanding the unjustified weakeni ng of federal
16 and GHG standards in the Safe Vehicles Rule.
17 For many years NESCOM s nenbers have been at the
18 forefront of comunity transportation policy, including
19 by adopting California' s light-duty vehicle em ssion
20 standards, and are conmtted to the rapid
21 electrification of the entire light-duty fleet.
22 Strong national standards are a critical building
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1 Dblock for state efforts to accelerate the transition to
2 electric vehicles to achieve substantial reductions in
3 (@GHG and criteria fleet em ssions.
4 For these reasons, NESCOM urges EPA to swftly
5 adopt the nobst stringent GHG em ssion standards for
6 light-duty vehicles feasible for Mdel Years 2023
7 through 2026 and to act quickly to propose anbitious
8 post-Mdel Year 2026 standards.
9 Thank you for the opportunity to present this
10 testinony.
11 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
12 The next speaker will be Rasto Brezny. You nay
13 now unnute and state your nane and affiliation for the
14 record.
15 MR. BREZNY: Good norning. |'m Rasto Brezny, the
16 Executive Director for the Manufacturers of Em ssion
17 Controls Associ ati on.
18 W' Il submt nore detailed conmments in witing,
19 but today I'd like to speak to a few specific aspects
20 relevant to EPA s revision of these standards.
21 MECA is a nonprofit association of the world's
22 | eading manufacturers of clean vehicle technol ogy,
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I ncl udi ng em ssion control, engine efficiency, and the
2  full conplenent of electrified and electric conpul sion
3 technol ogi es.

4 Qur econony has benefited in hundreds of thousands
5 of jobs anong clean technol ogy suppliers who have

6 |ocated plants here in the U S to respond to the need
7 established by environnental standards.

8 MECA nenbers are commercializing the technol ogi es
9 needed to neet the Adm nistration's goal of

10 transitioning transportation to a net zero eni ssion

11 future.

12 Over the past 50 years the nost stringent

13 standards in the U S. have provided donestic suppliers

14 with a conpetitive advantage through the early adoption

15 and optim zation of technol ogi es on vehicles. The

16  original 2012 greenhouse gas standards all owed

17  suppliers to rapidly introduce new technol ogies to the

18 market and just a few years | ater, when EPA conducted

19 their mdtermreview, the pace and breadth of

20 technol ogy options for conpliance grew and the cost

21  reduced beyond the agency's initial projections.

22 The recent weakeni ng of greenhouse gas standards
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1 in 2018 have left many of these technol ogies on the
2 shelf and put the U S. behind other strong auto
3  manufacturing regions, |like Europe and Chi na, where CO2
4 standards have continued to tighten. 1It's no surprise

5 that suppliers invest where the standards demand their

6 technol ogi es.

7 Therefore, MECA supports EPA's reconsideration of

8 the light-duty greenhouse gas standards out to 2026 and
9 further consideration of standards for Mdel Year 2027

10 and beyond.

11 Qur nenbers depend on |long-termregqgul atory

12 certainty to justify their investnents that will allow
13 the U S. to neet our national climte objectives and

14  ensure that our technol ogy suppliers remain globally

15 conpetitive.

16 We agree with staff's conclusion that the majority
17 of the inprovenents out to 2026 are achi evabl e t hrough

18 broader depl oynent of existing technol ogi es already

19 available for conmbustion engines and vehicles with

20 electrified power trains.

21 Per f or mance- based standards are a proven net hod

22 for neeting environnental goals through a diversity of
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1 technol ogy sol utions.
2 MVECA supports EPA's continuation of the Of-Cycle
3 Credit Programwith a higher credit cap in order to
4 provide the benefit of verifiable greenhouse gas
5 em ssion reductions by all technol ogi cal neans.
6 We encourage EPA to continue to inprove and expand
7 the Of-Cycle Program by sharing data and resources
8 wth NHTSA and CARB as wel | as addi ng a supplier-
9 initiated process for conditional credits, |ike that
10 included in the California FranmeworKk.
11 Thank you for this opportunity to speak today and
12 |'"'m happy to answer any questions you m ght have.
13 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
14 The next speaker on our list is Evan Fehsenfel d.
15 Evan, it appears that you are not currently on the I|i st
16 of attendees. However, if you have joined using your
17 phone today or are listed under a different nane,
18 pl ease use the raised hand feature and we'll pronote
19 vyou to panelist at this tine.
20 (No response.)
21 M5. THOWPSON:. Ckay. We will nove on to the next
22  speaker on our list at this tine.
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1 The next speaker will be Chris Bliley. You nay
2 now unmute and state your nane and affiliation for the
3 record.
4 MR. BLILEY: Thanks. M nane is Chris Bliley, and
S |I'mthe Senior Vice President of Regulatory Affairs for
6 Gowth Energy.
7 Gowh Energy is the world's | argest associ ati on
8 of biofuel producers. Together, we remain commtted to
9 helping our country diversify its energy portfolio in
10 order to grow nore green energy jobs, decarbonizes our
11  npation's energy mx, sustain famly farnms, and drive
12 down the costs of transportation fuel for consuners.
13 We appreciate EPA's work to reshape the nation's
14  transportation mx to nmake it nore sustainable as it's
15 a central driver for our industry, as well.
16 Vehi cles and fuels operate as a systemand |iquid
17 fuels will continue to play a domnant role in the
18 transportation sector for decades to cone even as
19 alternative technol ogies flourish.
20 As such, it's inperative to consider the vital
21 role that environnentally-sustainable fuel options,
22 such as ethanol, wll play in reduci ng greenhouse gas
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1 emssions fromthe current and future vehicle fleet.
2 Et hanol is an avail abl e and affordabl e neans to
3 immediately clean up our liquid fuel supply. Recent
4 data from EH&E showed today's corn ethanol reduces GHG
S5 emssions by an average of 46 percent conpared to
6 gasoline and can provide reductions of up to 70 percent
7 wth the use of readily-avail abl e technol ogi es.
8 Et hanol ' s ot her environnmental benefits are al so
9 noteworthy. As has been researched, the use of ethanol
10 reduces air toxics, such as carbon nonoxi de and
11  benzene.
12 Wth a stable policy and access to drivers, we
13 believe we can deliver |owcarbon, |ow cost, high
14 perform ng-vehicle solutions that reduce GHG en ssi ons
15 now and well into the future.
16 Today, E15 is approved for all 2001 and newer
17 vehicles, nore than 95 percent of today's vehicle
18 fleet. One recent study found that by noving to E15
19 nationwi de we can imedi ately reduce GHG em ssi ons by
200 pore than 17 mllion tons, the equival ent of taking
21 npearly four mllion cars off the road. Al so, by using
22 E85 in the mllions of flex fuel vehicles on the road
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1 today, even greater reductions in GHG em ssions and air
2 toxics can be achieved.
3 Additionally, it's inperative to consider the
4  Dbenefits of using high-octane/l ow carbon fuels to make
S engines nore efficient.
6 G owt h Energy's been a | eader on the need for
7 higher octane/low carbon fuels, first submtting a
8 proposal for a 100-RON E30 fuel nearly a decade ago.
9 The science supporting the benefits of a high-
10 octane/l owcarbon md-level blend in conjunction with a
11 high-conpression ratio engine is not new. It's been
12 wel |l explored by the National Labs, autonobile
13  manufacturers, and other scientific institutions.
14 To achi eve these inportant benefits we urge EPA to
15 provide strong and clear policy to encourage the
16  adopti on of high-octane/l ow carbon bi of uel bl ends.
17 One, EPA should take action to encourage the use of
18 bl ends, such as E15 and E85, in today's vehicle fleet.
19 Two, EPA should require a m ni num octane standard.
20  Higher octane fuels give automakers flexibility to neet
21 these proposed standards. Three, EPA should approve a
22 high-octane mid-1evel ethanol blend for vehicle
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certification, such as a 100-RON E30 that we first

2 proposed. Four, EPA and NHTSA should work together to
3 re-establish credits for the production of flex fuel

4 vehicles. Five, EPA should establish strong RFS

5 volunes for '21, '22 and well into the future, and six

6 and finally, I'd like to reiterate the call for EPA to
7 provide a solution on vapor pressure for all ethanol

8 Dbl ends above 10 percent.

9 Thank you i n advance for your consideration and

10 |l ook forward to working with you on fuel solutions to

11 achi eve neani ngful inprovenent in air quality.

12 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
13 As a brief remnder, if you are speaki ng today,
14  you will receive a notification on your screen that you

15 are being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly

16 prior to your speaking tinme. You nust accept that

17 invitation to be able to unnute when you are called to
18 testify. This will also allow you to turn on your

19 canera which we encourage you to do.

20 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute

21  their phones when called to testify.

22 If you are having technical difficulties, please

V7 Trustpoint.One  Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 60
1 send an e-mail to public_hearing@btassoc.comor call
2 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but
3 you would like to speak tonorrow, August 26th, please
4 send an e-mail with your nane and phone nunber to
S public_hearing@btassoc.comor call 919-294-7712.
6 The next speaker will be Senator Tom Daschle. You
7 may now unnute and state your nanme and affiliation for
8 the record.
9 SENATOR DASCHLE: Good norning. M nanme is Tom
10 Daschle, and |I' m speaking today as the Chair of the
11 High Cctane Low Carbon Alliance.
12 ' m pl eased to be here on behal f of our nenbers,
13 the National Farmers Union, the O ean Fuels Devel opnent
14  Coalition, the Renewabl e Fuels Association, and the
15 National Corn Gowers Association.
16 We convened the Alliance to advocate for high-
17 octane/l owcarbon fuels, particularly higher ethanol
18 bl ends, as an affordable and cl eaner source of
19 transportation fuel.
20 As noted in the proposed rul e, autonekers are
21  making significant investnents to help the country
22 achieve the Adm nistration's goals of cutting carbon
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1 emssions by half by 2030 and by reaching a net zero
2 econony by 2050.
3 Aut onakers have acknow edged that the average age
4 of a vehicle inthe United States is now roughly 12
5 years and therefore a large portion of the vehicles
6 will continue to rely on liquid fuels for years to
7 conme. Therefore, they're continuing to invest in
8 vehicle inprovenents that increase fuel econony and
9 reduce greenhouse gases and internal conbustion engi ne
10 vehicles, many of which can be enhanced or conpl enent ed
11 with the use of high-octane/l ow carbon fuels.
12 Hi gh et hanol bl ends have the ability to
13  imedi ately reduce greenhouse gas eni ssions for |ight-
14 duty vehicles by nore than a hundred mllion netric
15 tons annually, nore than the proposed rule wll achieve
16 in any future year.
17 Hi gher et hanol bl ends can al so substantially
18 reduce particul ate em ssions fromgasoline that is
19 harm ng people's health and | eading to premature death
20 and whi ch disproportionately harnms comrunities of
21 color.
22 Finally, these blends can reduce the demand for
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1 inported oil by roughly one mllion barrels per day
2 wth nmultiple economc and national security benefits.
3 For these reasons, we are deeply di sappointed by
4 the failure of EPA to request coment on the role of
5 higher-octane/l ow carbon fuels to advance the
6 Admnistration's climate, public health, and
7 environnental justice objectives.
8 We note EPA's recognition that, in addition to
9 substantially reduci ng greenhouse gas eni ssions, a
10 longer-termrul emaki ng could al so address criteria,
11  pollutant, and air toxic em ssions fromthe new |ight-
12 duty vehicle fleet, and we urge the agency to use that
13  rul emaki ng to propose a high-octane fuel standard.
14 We | ook forward to responding to your request for
15 coment in the proposed rule on increasing the
16 stringency for M| eage Year 2026 which can be achi eved
17 with the w despread adoption of higher-octane/l ow
18 carbon fuels.
19 And finally, we ask the agency to signal in the
20 final rule its intention for 2027 and beyond to enable
21 automakers to optim ze the benefits of higher-
22 octane/low carbon fuels in both new and exi sting
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1 internal conbustion engines.
2 Thank you very nuch.
3 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.
4 The next speaker will be Admral Dennis Blair.
5 You may now unnute and state your nanme and affiliation
6 for the record.
7 ADM RAL BLAIR Good norning. M nane is Dennis
8 Blair. | serve as the Third Director of National
9 Intelligence and before that Conmander-in-Chief of the
10 U.S. Pacific Command, and | offer this testinony as
11 Chairman of SAFE, an organi zation that was founded in
12 2004 to reduce our nation's dependence on oil as both
13 an econom c and a national security priority.
14 We know that for sonme years oil will continue to
15 be the lifeblood of our transportation sector
16 underwriting our entire econony. W're the world's
17 | argest oil consuner, accounting for 21 percent of
18 gl obal consunption and two-thirds of that is used in
19 transportation, and this dependence exposes our
20  economy. It constricts our foreign policy.
21 Ol is avolatile cormmpdity. The price is set on
22 a worldwide market. It's subject to spikes in price
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1 frommany different factors and supply disruptions

2 anywhere can affect prices everywhere, including to

3 Anericans, and oil is subject to unpredictable anti-

4 free market actions from OPEC and hostil e OPECt

5 nations, |like Russia.

6 As the Administration's recent plea to OPEC+ to

7 increase oil production shows, we remain beholden to

8 their actions to keep prices |low for Anmericans who are

9 the ones who bear the brunt of our dependence when oil
10  prices spike.

11 And whil e the rul emaki ng cost-benefit process of
12 EPA does not consider the U S. mlitary budgets that
13 are spent to protect the global oil supply, SAFE has
14  conservatively calculated this burden as at |east $80
15 billion a year, adding to the real price that we are
16 paying for oil.

17 And because of these factors, |ong-term demand-
18 side neasures to reduce our transportation sector oi

19 consunption are our nost effective weapon to counter
20 this oil dependence.

21 And as a result of this line of thinking, we

22 support robust, | say robust greenhouse gas eni ssion
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1 standards proposed by EPA. SAFE is in favor of
2 revising the current rules to be as stringent as
3 technically possible.
4 Now there are other factors at work in this
S conplex energy transportation picture. Transportation
6 worldwde is going electric and electricity in the U S.
7 conmes fromfuel that is both donestic and diverse in
8 its source as well as low and stable in price.
9 El ectrification of the transportation sector wll
10 ultimately elimnate the econom c and national security
11 consequences of our current dependence on petrol eum
12 However, in the neantine, we need fuel -efficient
13 vehicles to use as little oil as possible as well as
14 high donmestic production to ensure an adequate
15 worldw de oil supply so that prices are | ow and stabl e.
16 A caution, however. China has junped to an early
17 lead and an early control over electric vehicle and
18 battery supply chains frommnerals to markets. The
19 revised standards proposed by EPA not only nake
20 conventional vehicles nore efficient but they should
21 also accel erate the devel opnent of the donestic
22  electric vehicle market to support an Anerican EV
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1 industry using supply chains that are safe from Chi nese
2 influence.
3 Accel erating this developnent is vital. If we do
4 not conpete, if we do not build our EV narket, the
5 United States risks trading its dependence on an
6 unstable oil market dom nated by nations that do not
7 share our interests to a reliance on Chi nese donestic
8 policy for the mnerals, conponents, and batteries that
9 wll power our econony in the 21st Century.
10 So it's inportant for this shift to an electrified
11  transportation sector, including ground transportation,
12 to happen as soon as possible, to spur investnent in a
13 robust donestic EV supply chain.
14 Ameri can car conpani es can increase production of
15 EVs to nore than 50 percent of all vehicle production
16 wi thout stranding investnents and with m ni mal
17 wor kf orce di sruption.
18 We recommend that in preparing its final rule, EPA
19 ensure that the extensions of the shelf life of
20 previously-earned greenhouse gas em ssion credits do
21 npot slowthis vital process down.
22 In summary, as transportation goes electric, nore
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1 stringent m|eage standards wll be vital in
2 accelerating U S. efforts to |lead that shift.
3 Thank you for the chance to offer this testinony
4 and ny organi zati on SAFE stands ready to support
5 however we can. Thank you.
6 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
7 The next speaker will be Shaina Aiver. You may
8 now unmute and state your nane and affiliation for the
9 record.
10 M5. COLIVER Hello?
11 M5. THOWPSON: W can hear you.
12 M5. COLIVER Ckay. Thank you. Thank you for
13 providing public comment today.
14 | want to rem nd everyone that we are on stolen
15 | and of over 574 Indigenous tribes of North Anerica.
16 My nane is Shaina Aiver, and | live on ancestral
17 | ands of the Cheyenne, Arapahoe, and Ute Nati ons,
18 including the 45 tribes that once occupied the state of
19  Col or ado.
20 I'"'ma field organizer for Mons C ean Air Force and
21  Eco Madres of Colorado Chapter. |[|'m an advocate for
22 | ndi genous People's Rights to clean air, water, |ands,
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1 and health. Mns Cean Air Force is united in fighting
2 for all children's right to a safe and heal t hy
3 environnent.
4 Most inportantly, |'m an | ndi genous nother of four
5 and we are the descendants of the genocide known as the
6 I ndian Renoval Act and known as the Long Wal k of the
7 Navajo. These types of policy violations have had a
8 historic inpact on Indi genous People's communities,
9 health, wealth, and environnental well-being. 1Its
10  inpacts continue to be felt today in the formof |ack
11 of Indigenous representation and extractive capitalism
12 deci si ons made about resource extraction continue to
13 hurt our communities of color, often as | owincone
14 community nenbers.
15 As a tribal nenber, | have seen the devastation of
16 the degraded | ands and the dw ndling of birds,
17 butterflies, bees. Qur ancestral [ands continue to be
18 sacrificed for mning, drilling, and infrastructure of
19 all sorts.
20 Pollution fromcars and trucks, including heavy-
21 duty vehicles, degrades quality air and threatens our
22 heal th.
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1 | support this Adm nistration's proposal to
2 strengthen protection for clean car standards that w ||
3 protect all children's health and future. As a
4 Col orado resident, nyself and ny famly have
S5 experienced the worst air quality this past sumer of
6 air quality levels above a 120 | evels according to the
7 1QAir Report by 9News Col orado.
8 | urge this Adm nistration to nove forward on
9 setting anbitious federal clean car standards woul d be
10 a step in the right direction. The transportation
11 sector is the |argest source of carbon pollution in the
12 U.S. dCdeaning up vehicle pollution is one of the nost
13 inportant things we can do to fight clinmate change.
14 It is the Indigenous, black, Latino, and | ow
15 incone conmmunities who bear the disproportionate burden
16 of air pollution and segregation has |led to our
17 communities being | ocated by hi ghways and i ndustri al
18 zones that inpact our health.
19 Many people |ike nyself bear the health burdens of
20 pollution, such as asthma, diabetes, heart disease,
21 respiratory illness, cancer, adverse birth outcones,
22 and COVI D-19 has becone one nore health burden our
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1 comunities disproportionately bear.
2 |'ve been living with asthma since ny infancy and
3 worsening air quality due to heat and wildfires rel ated
4 to climate change have a direct inpact on ny ability to
5 breath.
6 Protective clean car standards wll save lives in
7 communities |ike mne because over 26 mllion people in
8 the United States are burdened with asthnma, including
9 nore than six mllion children.
10 Wth recent reports fromthe Intergovernnent Panel
11 on dimte Change confirns that climte change is
12w despread, rapid, and intensified, reconfirmng the
13 warni ngs | ndi genous know edge- keepers have been rai sing
14 for years.
15 We nmust rethink of our next generation's future
16 and livability standards and access to clean air,
17 water, soil and health.
18 Presi dent Biden has prom sed to address clinmate
19 change and fight for environnmental justice. By acting
20 swiftly on clean cars, the Adm nistration has taken an
21  inportant step to tackling climate pollution from
22 transportation.
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1 Colorado State of the Air Report by the Anmerican
2 Lung Association just gave us an F for ozone pollution.
3 So we cannot stand by and | ose anot her opportunity to
4 strengthen a path to a hundred percent zero em ssions
5 new vehicle sales by 2035.
6 Col orado nons, dads, and caregivers are counting
7 on your |eadership and unity for all children's right
8 to breathe and play in a safe and heal thy environnent.
9 Thank you.
10 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
11 The next speaker will be Al neta Cooper. You may
12 now unnute and state your nanme and affiliation for the
13  record.
14 M5. COOPER Good norning. My nanme is Al neta
15 Cooper, and I'mthe Georgia Field Coordinator for Nons
16 Cean Air Force.
17 We are 26,645 nenbers strong in Georgia and about
18 one mllion nons and dads nationally. W fight for the
19 recognition of the inportance of equitable solutions in
20 addressing air pollution and clinmate change.
21 | ' m speaking to you today from Downtown Atl anta
22 where | have lived for seven years. Metro Atlanta is
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1 notoriously known for sone of the worst traffic
2 congestion in the nation. According to the U S. Bureau
3 of Transportation, fromthe outer edges of Fulton
4 County conmuters can average traveling as nuch as 80
S5 mles each work day.
6 Addi tional ly, about 80 percent of the Fulton
7 County's thousands of commuters travel by car daily and
8 many are single occupants driving their vehicles.
9 Driving is the nost harnful node of transportation
10 to the health of communities and is directly related to
11  air quality. Therefore, it's no surprise that Fulton
12 County was again flagged wwth a failing grade by the
13  American Lung Association in its 2021 State of the Ar
14  Report.
15 So you can easily understand why cl ean car
16 standards are inportant to ne. C eaning up vehicle
17  pollution is one of the nost inportant actions we can
18 take as citizens to inprove air quality and to fight
19 the adverse inpact of clinmate change.
20 As a nom as an African Anerican woman, and a
21 menber of ny community, | care deeply about
22 environnental justice, especially the connection
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1 between clinmate change and health equity for our

2 pation's nost vul nerabl e popul ati ons.

3 | encourage the EPA to frequently consult with

4 front line comunities and environnental justice

5 leaders to provide their input into decisions related

6 to the design and i nplenentation of EPA rules.

7 As a Georgian, | amwtnessing ny own state

8 governnment trying to suppress the voice and vote of

9 many Ceorgians by inposing rules that will have

10 disparate adverse inpact on comrunities of color.

11 There is a direct connection between climte

12 change, clean air, and health. In the last nonth

13 United Nations Intergovernnental Panel on Cimte

14 Change reported out that climate change is w despread,
15 rapid, and intensifying, painting a grimpicture of our
16 world's future unless swift and strong intervention is
17 taken imedi ately to curb the pollution causing gl obal
18 climte change.

19 Protecting public health nmeans keepi ng everyone's
20 air clean and safe to breathe and cutting greenhouse

21 gas pollution. Because climate change affects us all,
22 whether we live and work in suburban, rural, or urban
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1 areas, we nust unite in protecting clean air for our

2 children.

3 In closing, on behalf of CGeorgia's nons, dads, and
4 children, we ask that EPA finalize the strongest

S possible option to regulate how nuch and how qui ckly to
6 |limt climate pollution fromcars and |ight trucks.

7 Pl ease reject any alternative that contains big

8 | oopholes for automakers and that nay underm ne

9 otherw se strong pollution reduction targets by 2026.

10 We support Alternative Nunber 2.

11 Thank you again to the EPA and its staff for

12 inviting public coment and permtting digital and

13 renote testinony to allow for increased participation

14 in public hearings.
15 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
16 The next speaker will be Joel Levin. You may now

17 unnmute and state your nane and affiliation for the

18 record.

19 MR. LEVIN. Good norning. |'mJoel Levin, the
20  Executive Director of Plug In Anerica, the National

21  Association of Electric Vehicle Drivers. W represent

22 the two mllion plus EV drivers on Anerican roads
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1 today.

2 We commend EPA for acting quickly on the clean car
3 standards and given the choices, we woul d advocate for
4 Alternative Nunber 2, although we're concerned that it
S is not nearly anbitious enough.

6 We are on track for EV sales to roughly double

7 fromlast year to sonething around four percent market
8 share for 2021. Thus, an aspiration to achi eve ei ght
9 percent EV market penetration by 2026 is just sinply
10 too cauti ous.

11 We woul d urge to go beyond these alternatives and
12 establish standards that aimfor 25 percent electric
13 vehicle market share for 2026 which woul d put us on

14  track to achieve a hundred percent electric vehicle

15 market share by 2035 as many countries and nmany states
16 have already commtted to do.

17 For nore than a decade American autonaker Tesl a
18 has taken the world by storm show ng true American

19 | eadership and, as noted in the proposal, many ot her
20 automakers are now noving forward and have conmtted to
21 reach 50 percent market share EVs by 2030.

22 This change in the Anerican autonotive | andscape
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1 needs to be nore fully recognized. This is no |onger
2 2012 when the (Cbama standards cane out. Tines have
3 changed and this proposal needs to nore closely reflect
4 today's realities rather than just continuing a trend
5 from 10 years ago.
6 As it stands, this proposal is going to seem dat ed
7 and quaint by the tine we reach Mddel Year '26. This
8 is EPA s chance to step out of the business as usual
9 trend line and really step into a nore anbitious goal
10 that we and many others will fully support with the
11  agency and the Federal Governnent.
12 In 1961 President John F. Kennedy called on
13 Anmerica to land a man on the noon by the end of that
14 decade. He launched a national mssion that at its
15 peak enpl oyed sone 400, 000 people and inspired a
16 generation and it created technol ogi cal advances t hat
17 benefit us even now.
18 In his call for a $174 billion package of support
19 to electrify transportation, President Bi den has shown
20 the sane level of transformational vision. W would
21 challenge EPA to be no less visionary. This wll
22 enable us to assert Anerican |eadership in tonorrow s
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1 energy and transportation technol ogies, to create
2 mllions of good-paying jobs across numnerous
3 industries, and to reclai mour skies and to protect
4 future generations fromthe devastation of climate
5 change.
6 So thank you very nuch.
7 MR. CHARMLEY: M. Levin, this is Bill Charniey.
8 Can you hear ne?
9 MR. LEVIN  Yes.
10 MR. CHARMLEY: Just one quick question. In your
11  testinony you said that for 2021 that sone data was
12 indicating that for the U S. we were on target to hit a
13 four percent share this year.
14 That's information in your public testinony.
15 Coul d you provide sonme additional information on that?
16  That woul d be very hel pful. Thank you.
17 MR. LEVIN. Yes, sure. W're alittle bit over
18 three and a half percent right now but it's
19 accelerating. So the nunbers |'ve seen are close to
20 four percent by the end of the year, but, yes, | can
21  share that.
22 M5. THOWSON. Great. And thank you for your
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1 comment.
2 The next speaker will be Noah Howe. You may now
3 unmute and state your nane and affiliation for the
4  record.
3) MR. HOWE: (Good norning and thank you. M nane is
6 Noah B. Howe, and |I'mthe Manager of the Transportation
7 Team at Ceres.
8 |"'mtestifying today on behal f of Carol ee Ronn,
9 Senior Director of Transportation.
10 Ceres coordi nates the business for Innovative
11 dimte and Energy Policy Network, a coalition of over
12 70 maj or businesses. W also coordinate the Ceres
13 I nvestor Network which includes 175 nenbers with
14 collectively nearly $30 trillion in assets under
15 managenent .
16 |'"mhere today to testify in support of the Biden
17 Admnistration's Alternative 2 Proposal for updating
18 the SAFE 2 regul ations.
19 The U . S.'s ability to neet climate goals and the
20 future conpetitiveness of the U S. auto industry are
21  both contingent on strong vehicle standards and a rapid
22 shift to lowem ssion vehicles and electrification, and
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1 Alternative 2 cones closest to realizing those goals.

2 Qur conpani es and investors see climte change has
3 asignificant risk in reducing greenhouse gases as a

4  major econom c opportunity. Ceres anal yses

5 consistently show that weak standards generate fewer

6 jobs while stronger standards support growh in the

7 auto industry and throughout the U.S. econony.

8 Auto parts suppliers especially stand to | ose

9 under weakened standards. They enploy 2.6 tinmes nore
10  Americans than autonmakers and Ceres anal yses found that
11  the suppliers sector would have stood to | ose $20

12 billion in sales of clean vehicle technol ogies from

13 2021 to 2025 under the Trunp Adm nistration's rule.

14 We strongly support EPA adopting the strongest

15 possi bl e em ssions standards and see this as a first of
16 many steps it should take to reduce transportation

17 em ssi ons.

18 As you know, commercial vehicles are a major

19 driver of em ssions and transportation eni ssions

20 disproportionately inmpact |owincome and comrunities of

21 color.
22 Transportation em ssions-related health care are
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1 also major cost centers for conpanies. Establishing
2 higher standards for vehicle emssions will help to
3 substantially | ower em ssions-related health care costs
4 while sinultaneously lowering their fuel costs.
S Weak standards al so underm ne gl obal
6 conpetitiveness. U S. auto industry offerings will not
7 be aligned with global market demand w t hout strong
8 standards that drive investnent in nore efficient
9 vehicles and electrification.
10 Additionally, strong standards insulate the auto
11 industry fromoil price spikes. The Standards Act is
12 insurance against loss of U S auto industry market
13 share if fuel prices spike as happened in the 2000s,
14 particularly as they nove towards | arger, |ess fuel-
15 efficient vehicles which now make up 51 percent of new
16  vehicl e sales.
17 The stronger standards represented by Alternative
18 2 will accelerate the cost-effective depl oynent of
19 fuel-efficient comrercial vehicles, allow our nenbers
20 to neet financial and climte goals, and significantly
21  reduce fuel costs for businesses and consuners.
22 We appl aud EPA and the Biden Adm nistration for
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1 these initial steps. W also strongly urge that the
2 next round of standards are aligned with climte goal s
3 by ensuring at | east 50 percent EV sales by 2030 while
4 ensuring requisite reductions in conventional vehicles
S inthe interim
6 Thank you and thank you for your tine.
7 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
8 As a brief remnder, if you are speaking today you
9 wll receive a notification on your screen that you are
10 being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
11 your speaking time. You nust accept that invitation to
12 be able to unmute when you are called to testify. This
13 wll also allow you to turn on your canera which we
14  encourage you to do.
15 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
16 their phones when called to testify.
17 If you are having technical difficulties, please
18 send an e-nmmil to publ c_hearing@btassoc. com or cal
19 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak but
20 you would like to speak tonorrow, August 26th, please
21 send an e-mail with your nane and phone nunber to
22 public_hearing@btassoc.comor call 919-294-7712.
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1 At this tine we wll nove forward to Speaker Bl ock
2 2.
3 Speaker Bl ock 2
4 M5. THOMPSON:. The first speaker on our list is
5 Liane Randol ph. [|'m not seeing Liane anong the |ist of
6 current attendees. However, if you have joined using a
7 different name, we invite you to raise your hand and if
8 you have joined using your phone, you can raise your
9 hand by dialing Star 9.
10 (No response.)
11 M5. THOWPSON: Ckay. We will go ahead and nove on
12 to the next speaker on the list.
13 The next speaker will be Diana Van Vleet. You nmay
14  now unnute and state your nane and affiliation for the
15 record.
16 As a rem nder, you will need to accept the
17 invitation to be pronoted to paneli st.
18 M5. VAN VLEET: Hello. Can you hear ne okay?
19 M. THOWPSON:  Yes.
20 M5. VAN VLEET: Thanks so nuch. Sorry about that.
21 Good norning. M nane is Diana Van Vl eet,
22 D 1-A-NAV-A-NV-L-E-E-T, and I'mthe Nati onal
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1 Director of Qutreach and Engagenent for the Anerican

2  Lung Association Healthy Air Canpaign.

3 Thank you so nmuch for the opportunity to speak

4 wth you today.

3) First off, 1'd like to express ny thanks to

6 President Biden and his Adm nistration for

7 acknow edgi ng the inportance of tackling climte

8 pollution fromtransportation.

9 Thi s proposal and the broader actions on clean

10 cars fromthe Adm nistration are a neaningful step in
11 the right direction, but we need the strongest possible
12 clean air cars standards to truly nmake good on

13 President Biden's comnmtnent on clinmate action and

14 environnental justice.

15 We call on you to maxim ze the benefits of these
16 standards for health, avoid | oopholes or credit schenes
17 that would | eave health benefits on the table, and

18 finalize theminto law this year.

19 The need for action on climte change coul d not
20 be nore urgent. Earlier this nonth a report fromthe
21 UN Intergovernnmental Panel on Cinmate Change found that
22 there is an extrenely narrow w ndow of tinme to act on
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1 climte change after which point the worst inpacts wll
2 be unavoi dabl e.

3 Climate change is a public health energency and

4 the sooner we act the nore lives we wll save. Strong
5 standards for cars are a critical step needed to slash
6 greenhouse gas eni ssions.

7 Furthernore, the standards are very popular. |

8 want to enphasize this inportant point. Anmericans want
9 cleaner cars. |In June the Anerican Lung Associ ation
10 released a poll show ng that 74 percent of Anerican

11  voters supported the Federal Governnent setting

12 stronger standards on tail pi pe em ssions for passenger
13 cars and trucks with the anobunt of em ssions all owed
14 declining over tine.

15 Here's sone nore findings fromthat poll. 72

16 percent of voters agreed that the nation shoul d nake
17 significant investnents in zero em ssion vehicles as
18 part of efforts to rebuild the econony, 74 percent of
19 voters support the Federal Governnent advanci ng

20 policies to encourage a nationwde transition to

21 electric vehicles, and 70 percent of voters support the

22 Federal Governnment requiring that by 2040 all new
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1 freight trucks, buses, and delivery vans sold in the
2 U S nust produce zero tail pi pe em ssions.
3 The bottomline: Americans across the political
4  spectrum support specific policies to achieve a
S5 pollution-free transportation future. W nust take
6 action at every level to address clinmate change and
7 reduce greenhouse gas em ssions in order to protect
8 health and save |ives and that includes cleaning up
9 transportation pollution using the strongest possible
10 standards.
11 Cl i mate change poses unprecedented threats to the
12 health of every Anerican now and for every future
13 generation. There is no tine to del ay.
14 The Bi den Adm nistration nmust use all avail able
15 tools to pronote the climate pollution reductions we so
16 desperately need. Please nake this propose as
17 beneficial for health as possible and finalize it
18 quickly and then nove forward with bold future
19 greenhouse gas standards for |ight- and heavy-duty
20 vehicles that accelerate the critical transition to
21 zero em ssion vehicles.
22 Thank you so much for your tine.
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1 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
2 The next speaker will be Liane Randol ph. You may
3 now unnute and state your nanme and affiliation for the
4  record.
3) M5. RANDOLPH. Good norning. M nane is Liane
6 Randol ph, and | amthe Chair of the California Ar
7 Resources Board.
8 Thank you for the opportunity to testify about the
9 critical inportance of stringent and sensible |ight-
10 duty vehicle greenhouse gas em ssion vehicl e standards.
11 California wel cones this proposal fromthe U S.
12 Environnmental Protection Agency to replace the federal
13 standards that were irresponsibly rel axed by the
14 previous Adm nistration choosing to ignore | ongstandi ng
15 princi ples of rul enaking, science, data, |law, and a
16  credi bl e public process.
17 We need to take urgent action now and recover the
18 progress that we have lost. Like your recent proposal
19 to restore California' s authority for its greenhouse
20 gas em ssion and zero em ssion vehicle standards, which
21  we encourage you to quickly finalize, this proposal
22 returns to science and the Rule of Law as the
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1 foundations of the agency's actions.

2 The need for stringent greenhouse em ssions

3 standards becones nore apparent by the day. Qur skies

4 are darkened by wldfire ash and our reservoirs are at

5 alarmng | ows.

6 Further, research and data from around the world,

7 such as that collected in the Sixth Assessnent Report

8 of the Intergovernnental Panel on Cinmate Change,

9 confirms the threat we all face: the climate crisis is
10 accelerating and pollution from notor vehicle engines
11 is a grave threat to our health and whether we will be
12 able to live in a climte that sustains human |ife as
13 we know it.

14 Stringent greenhouse gas em ssions standards play
15 an essential role in staving off these existenti al

16 threats. These standards will have i medi ate positive
17 inmpacts. By reducing and elimnating pollution from

18 vehicles and the production, delivery, and burning of
19 the fuel to power them the air becones cl eaner for

20 those that live, play, and work near roadways and

21 refineries, the sane people who tend to bear a vastly
22 disproportionate burden of pollution and who tend to be
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1 people of color and | owi ncone.
2 The industry remains ready to neet the nost
3 stringent proposed standards. Autonobile manufacturers
4 and suppliers have devel oped the necessary technol ogy
5 and at a lower cost than predicted.
6 Ext ensi ve anal ysis over the past decade by our two
7 agencies has consistently found that technol ogi es on
8 the road today and under devel opment will neet the
9 requirenents.
10 | ndeed, nmany autonobil e manufacturers have
11 publicly commtted to nove rapidly towards making
12 entirely zero em ssion vehicles. So these standards
13 reflect the direction of the industry.
14 We al so, of course, are pleased that the
15 California Franmework Agreenent hel ped reinforce the
16 industry's progress and therefore to give the U S. EPA
17 a particularly sound foundation on which to rebuild the
18 federal proposal.
19 Framewor k aut onobi | e conpani es and others are wel |
20 suited to make the progress proposed. Moreover, for
21  those nmanufacturers that may need tine to incorporate
22  the necessary technologies into their vehicles, the
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=

proposed standards provide the flexibility needed.

2 As U. S. EPA recogni zed, the benefits of these

3 standards far outweigh their costs. They directly pay

4  Dback their initial costs to drivers which is especially
S inportant for the majority of people that buy and drive
6 used vehicles, and the proposal provides climte and

7 public health benefits that we all share.

8 At the California Air Resources Board, we | ook

9 forward to continuing to work with our partners at the
10 U. S. EPA as we nove towards zero em ssion standards for
11  all passenger cars and |ight trucks by 2035.

12 The technol ogy devel oped to neet these standards
13 will lead to inprovenents in future years and spread to
14 ot her sectors, reducing em ssions from ot her kinds of
15 vehicles and off-road equipnent, and it will neet the
16 grow ng public demand for clean transportation and

17 sustai nabl e practices.

18 We appreciate U S. EPA s consideration of our

19 previous comments, legal filings, and petitions for

20 reconsideration denonstrating that the federal

21 standards adopted in 2012, which avoided mllions of

22 tons of unnecessary greenhouse gas em ssions, are
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1 appropriate and feasible.
2 U.S. EPA should quickly act on this proposal and
3 adopt the nost stringent alternative while working to
4 recogni ze progress that |eading conpani es have nade.
3) Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.
6 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
7 The next speaker will be a speaker from Bl ock 1.
8 Evan Fehsenfeld, you may now unnute and state your nane
9 and affiliation for the record.
10 MR. FEHSENFELD: My nane is Evan Fehsenfeld, and
11 thank you for giving nme the opportunity to speak.
12 | ama Senior Research Associate at the Program
13 for Public Consultation which is part of the University
14 of Maryland's School of Public Policy.
15 Today |I'mgoing to present data from our surveys
16 as well as from another respected polling organization
17 on the public's views of air pollution and fuel
18 efficiency standards.
19 We conduct surveys of the Anerican public on
20 federal policy proposals. Qur surveys differ from
21 standard polls in that we provide respondents with a
22 briefing on the topic, details of the proposals, and
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=

argunents for and agai nst each proposal. This content
2 is reviewed by advocates and opponents to ensure it is
3 accurate and bal anced. W use national probability-

4  based sanples by N el sen Scarborough with at | east

S 2,400 registered voters yielding a margin of error of
6 about two percent, plus or mnus.

7 Overall, we find that large majority support the
8 governnent taking action to reduce air pollution. In a
9 Septenber 2020 survey, 78 percent of voters assigned a
10  very or sonmewhat high priority to the governnent

11 working to reduce air pollution that causes negative
12 health effects. This included 54 percent of

13  Republicans, eight in 10 I ndependents, and 98 percent
14 of Denocr ats.

15 A survey in 2016 on the clean power plants

16  proposal fromthe Obama Adm nistration was a proposal
17 to require all cars and trucks by 2025 to emt half the
18 CO2 em ssions of the 2010 nodel elicited support from
19 73 percent of voters, including 86 percent of

20 Denocrats, 71 percent of I|Independents, and 57 percent
21  of Republicans. This also had bipartisan support in

22 the states we oversanpl ed, including Texas, Florida,
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1 and Ckl ahoma, and Chi o.
2 They were inforned that this proposal woul d
3 increase the cost of vehicles but save consuners nore
4 on gas inthe long run. Simlarly, increasing fuel
5 efficiency standards for heavy-duty trucks, vans,
6 tractors, and simlar vehicles was supported by 71
7 percent, including 84 percent of Denocrats, 68 percent
8 of Independents, and 56 percent of Republicans, though
9 they were told the increase would increase the cost of
10 the vehicle, once again saving noney on gas in the |ong
11 run.
12 These were al so supported in Texas, despite its
13 dependence on oil, as well as in Chio and Fl ori da.
14 After the Trunp Adm nistration's replacenent of
15 the Cean Power Plan wth the Affordable C ean Energy
16 rule, which froze the fuel efficiency standards, a
17 survey by Yale University and George Mason University
18 asked respondents whet her they woul d support the
19 governnment setting stronger fuel efficiency standards
20 for cars, trucks and SUVs, a large majority of 78
21 percent of voters were in support, including 91 percent
22 of Denocrats, 76 percent of |Independents, and 62
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1 percent of Republicans.
2 I n conclusion, increasing fuel efficiency
3 standards as a way to reduce air pollutionis
4 consistently supported by a large majority of the
S public, including majorities of Republicans, even after
6 infornmed that it would raise the cost of vehicles.
7 At the Programfor Public Consultation, we do not
8 take a position on policy issues but believe that in a
9 denocracy it is inportant for governnment agencies to
10 consult citizens on key public issues that the
11 governnent faces.
12 W encourage you to take the views of all of the
13  public into account when deci di ng whet her to change
14 federal fuel efficiency standards.
15 Thank you for your tine and appreciate the
16  opportunity to speak.
17 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
18 The next speaker will be Julie Kimel. You may
19 now unnmute and state your nanme and affiliation for the
20  record.
21 M5. KIMMEL: Hello. Can you hear ne?
22 M5. THOWPSON: Yes, we can.
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1 M5. KIMMEL: Ckay. M nane is Julie Kimmel. |I'm
2 a Project Manager for Mons Clean Air Force and a parent
3 of a sensitive and energetic six-year-old daughter.
4 Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.
S Il Iive with ny daughter and husband in Reston,
6 Virginia, and | grew up here in Northern Virginia. For
7 as long as | can renenber we've had issues with traffic
8 congestion and cars and trucks are certainly our
9 largest source of air pollution.
10 In fact, the transportation sector is responsible
11  for 48 percent of carbon pollution in Virginia. W
12 clearly cannot address the climate crisis wthout
13  noving decisively to zero pollution vehicles.
14 In the last year the Virginia General Assenbly
15 passed sone inportant |egislation for reducing tail pipe
16 pollution in the Conmmonweal th, establishing an advanced
17 clean cars program and electric vehicle rebate program
18 and a grant fund for electric school buses and heavy-
19 duty vehicles, but Virginia can't do this work to cut
20 climate pollution alone and neither can any ot her
21 state.
22 | support this Adm nistration's proposal to
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1 strengthen federal greenhouse gas em ssions standards
2 for passenger cars and light trucks. This proposal is
3 astepinthe right direction for the health of our
4 children and our clinmate.
3) Cimate change is already affecting nmy community
6 in Reston. Over the |ast decade we've had several
7  severe wind storns, a phenonenon I don't recall fromny
8 childhood here. W've also seen multiple so-called
9 100-year rain stornms, and the annual nunber of days
10 when tenperatures soar past 90 degrees is grow ng.
11 | mentioned that ny daughter is six. She just
12 started first grade. The absol ute biggest joy in her
13 whole life is neeting her friends after school outside
14 at our nei ghborhood playground. They play naeke-believe
15 and build shelters for bugs. They junp rope and throw
16 Frisbees. Playing outdoors is so inportant for young
17 children. They learn how to be cooperative,
18 conpassi onate humans on the pl ayground.
19 When the tenperatures clinb past 95 degrees, |
20 have to ask ny daughter to stay inside. She plays
21  hard, overheats easily, and | do not want to risk a
22 trip to the energency roomfor heat-related ill ness.
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 96
1 It's not just nme and ny kid and ny nei ghbors.
2 Famlies across the country are | osing so nmany val uabl e
3 play and school days to extreme storns, extreme heat,
4 and wldfires, thanks to climte change, and this on
5 top of the education crisis we're facing because of
6 COvlD.
7 As a parent worried about the inpacts of climate
8 change on our children's education, health, and future,
9 | want EPA to finalize the strongest possible national
10 greenhouse gas eni ssions standards for passenger cars
11  and light trucks. To stall the clinmate catastrophe
12 threateni ng our kids, we nust get ourselves on the path
13 to 100 percent zero em ssions new vehicle sales by 2035
14 and that neans the near-term standards for climte
15 pollution that we're tal king about today not only
16 should be as strong as possi ble but also should avoid
17 | oophol es and put automekers on track to hit that 100
18 percent zero em ssions by 2035 target.
19 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
20 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
21 The next speaker on our list is Yol anda Wyte, who
22 we do not currently see listed in the attendee |ist.
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1 However, if you have joined using a different nane, we
2 would invite you to raise your hand at this tine. |If
3 you have called in, you may rai se your hand by dialing
4 Star 9 on your phone.
3) (No response.)
6 M5. THOMPSON: Al right. W will nove on to the
7 next speaker on our |ist.
8 El i zabeth Hauptman. W al so do not see you |isted
9 on the attendee list. However, if you have joined
10 using a different nane or your telephone, we would
11 invite you to raise your hand at this tine.
12 (No response.)
13 M5. THOWPSON: Ckay. The next speaker on our i st
14 is Laurie Anderson.
15 Lauri e, you nmay now unnute and state your nane and
16 affiliation for the record.
17 M5. ANDERSON:. Hi. M nane is Laurie Anderson,
18 and I'ma Field Organizer for Mons Clean Air Force in
19 Colorado. | grew up in Colorado and | thank you for
20 this opportunity to testify today.
21 I'"'ma nomof five kids and a nechani cal engi neer
22 by degree, but | turned ny focus to protecting public
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1 health and safety after becomng a nom | also serve
2 as a council menber for the Gty and County of
3 Broonfield here in Col orado, speaking on ny own behal f.
4 My community is | ocated al ong Col orado's Front
5 Range where we are known for our nmmjestic nountains and
6 sunshine. However, not so well known is our
7 problematic air inversions where cool night tine air
8 traps high levels of pollution up agai nst the Rocky
9 Mountains which inpacts our air quality and Front Range
10 communi ties.
11 The Denver Metro North Front Range is currently
12 |isted serious non-attai nment for ground | evel ozone
13 and we just passed the EPA July deadline to be
14 downgraded to severe non-attai nnent as we contend with
15 pollution fromthe oil and gas sector in the DJ Basin
16  conbined with vehicle pollution.
17 Cimate change and air pollutionis areality we
18 nust contend with and we nust address pollution from
19 all sectors. Therefore, | support this
20 Adm nistration's proposal to reduce greenhouse gas
21 emssions fromcars and |ight trucks.
22 The EPA nust set the strongest possible federal
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 99
1 clean car standards through 2026, avoi ding | oophol es,
2 and putting autonmakers on track to neet anbitious
3 pollution reduction goals.
4 A few years ago recogni zing the benefit of | eading
S5 by exanple, | swtched to an EVin an effort to reduce
& nmy own pollution. | purchased ny Ni ssan Leaf
7 understanding that this would be a change but | never
8 regretted that decision. Qur comrunities are ready to
9 enbrace the change to EVs and cl eaner vehi cl es.
10 The transportation sector is the |argest sector of
11 carbon pollution in the U S. deaning up vehicle
12 pollution is one of the nobst inportant things we can do
13 to fight climte change.
14 Additionally, by reducing tail pipe pollution which
15 includes NOX, a precursor to ozone, we thereby help
16 reduce ground | evel ozone pollution and our hope of
17 getting out of ozone non-attai nnment so we can breathe
18 easier along Col orado's Front Range.
19 | am al so concerned about the inpacts of climate
20  change. Last year Col orado experienced the three worst
21 wildfires in our state's history which inpacted air
22 quality across the state and Col orado remains in severe
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 100
1 drought on the Western Sl ope and that is where our
2  water supply cones from
3 We are also facing abnormal weat her patterns, such

4 as two tornadoes over the past couple nonths have

5 touched down in this area, and this is an area where we
6 rarely even have a tornado watch.

7 Additionally, Colorado relies on our w nter

8 snowpack for our water supply and it is down

9 substantially fromyears prior. These inpacts are

10 serious and we nust reduce our pollution now.

11 In order to set us on the path to 100 percent zero
12 em ssions new vehicle sales by 2035, the near-term

13 standards for climate pollution nust be as strong as

14 possible. Therefore, please finalize the strongest

15 possi bl e nati onal greenhouse gas em ssions standards

16 for passenger cars and |light trucks for Model Year

17 2026.

18 Thank you.

19 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.

20 As a quick rem nder, if you are speaking today,

21 you will receive a notification on your screen that you

22  are being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly
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1 prior to your speaking tinme. You nust accept that
2 jnvitation to be able to unmute when you are called to
3 testify. This will also allow you to turn on your
4 canmera which we encourage you to do.
3) Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
6 their phones when called to testify.
7 If you are having technical difficulties, please
8 send an e-nmamil to public_heari ng@btassoc.com or call
9 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak but
10 would like to speak tonorrow, August 26th, please send
11  an e-mail with your nanme and phone nunber to
12 public_heari ng@bt assoc. comor call 919-294-7712.
13 Qur next speaker will be Cel era Hughes. You nay
14  now unnute and state your nane and affiliation for the
15 record.
16 M5. HUGHES: My nane is Cel era Hughes, and | am
17 with Mons Clean Air Force, New Mexico Chapter.
18 My nane is Cel era Hughes, and I ama Mons C ean
19 Air Force organi zer in Al buquerque, New Mexico. Thank
20 you so nmuch for the tinme to speak today.
21 New Mexico is known for its beautiful skies and
22 outdoor spaces, but Al buquerque continues to receive
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1 failing ozone grades fromthe Anmerican Lung
2 Association's State of the Air Report in |arge part
3 because of vehicle pollution.
4 The transportation sector is the |argest source of
5 carbon pollution in the U S, Cdeaning up vehicle
6 pollution is one of the nost inportant things we can do
7 to fight climte change.
8 That is why | was glad to hear that the EPA is
9 proposing to strengthen federal greenhouse gas em ssion
10 standards for passenger cars and |light trucks which
11  accounts for 17 percent of U S. climate pollution.
12 Climate change is inpacting New Mexico and the
13 Sout hwest with drought and | onger nore intense wildfire
14 seasons as well as increased heat waves that threaten
15 the health of New Mexico's fam i es.
16 W' ve seen rising heat and climate inpacts,
17 including wiildfires, that are causing air pollution
18 from places over 400 mles away. This sumer the
19 wildfires burning in Arizona put Al buqguerque as public
20 health alert of snoke and particul ates travel ed
21 hundreds of mles.
22 On the first day of summer canp, ny eight-year-old
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1 daughter suffered from heat stroke as we saw t he
2  beginning of a heat wave hitting the Southwest. On the
3 third day, | had to explain that she could not play
4  outside because the air was dirty from snoke and
S particulate matter caused by wildfires one state over.
6 Over the past few weeks, we've had nunerous days
7 where air quality officials have told us the air
8 outside is unhealthy to breathe due to snobke and ozone
9 and our skies are so thick with particulate matter we
10 cannot see the Sandi a Mountains.
11 Qur children now have to spend | arge portions of
12 the summrer inside because air is literally too
13 dangerous to breathe outdoors. W have to nake a
14  change now before this becones the new normal.
15 We cannot address the climate crisis wthout
16 noving decisively to zero pollution vehicles and this
17 proposal is a step in the right direction.
18 The pollution fromcars not only causes climate
19 change but it degrades air quality and threatens our
20 health. The EPA must set the strongest possible
21 federal clean car standards through 2026, avoi di ng
22 | oophol es, and putting autonakers on track to neet
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1 anbitious pollution reduction goals.
2 Thank you again for your tine today.
3 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.
4 The next speaker on our list is Renee Chacon. It
S appears that Renee is not |listed on our attendee I|i st
6 at this tine. However, if you have joined using a
7 different nanme, please raise your hand at this tine.
8 If you have joined using your phone, you may raise your
9 hand by dialing Star 9.
10 (No response.)
11 M5. THOMWPSON: We will nove on to the next speaker
12 on our |ist.
13 The next speaker will be Kevin Stewart. Pl ease
14 state your nane and affiliation for the record.
15 MR, STEWART: Good norning. | thank the hearing
16  panel for your work today.
17 | am Kevin Stewart, and | serve as D rector of
18 Environnmental Health, Advocacy, and Public Policy for
19 the Anerican Lung Associ ati on.
20 Today, | am speaki ng on behalf of the Anerican
21  Lung Association in the Md-Atlantic, covering
22 Delaware, the District of Colunbia, Mryland, New
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1 Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia, and
2 |I'mrepresenting not only the mllions of people there
3 who suffer fromchronic lung di sease but also the tens
4 of mllions of others who desire to breathe clean air
5 and so protect their good health.
6 According to the Anerican Lung Associ ation's nost
7 recent State of the Air Report in just this service
8 area, not a nere handful but 20 counties, honme to 13
9 mllion people, accounting for one-third of that
10 region's population, earned failing grades for ozone
11  snmpg, and a clear majority of these counties average at
12 | east five days a year when ozone |evels were high
13 enough to pose clear risks for people in sensitive
14 groups, children and seniors as well as people wth
15 chronic lung and heart disease, risks severe enough to
16 send people to energency roons and hospitals.
17 Despite nmany years of inprovenent in em ssions and
18 efficiency standards for vehicles and fuels, we in the
19 Md-Atlantic still face a serious problem
20 Transportation-related air pollution, including
21 significant contributions fromlight-duty vehicles,
22 continues to be a nmajor source of both greenhouse gases
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1 and anbient air pollution.

2 According to the nost recent em ssion inventories,

3 highway vehicl es al one account for about 17 percent of

4 the Md-Atlantic's contributions to volatile organic

S conmpounds and for fully 39 percent, the |argest share

6 for any em ssions tier, for nitrogen oxides, the

7  primary driving precursor of ozone formation in the

8 Md-Atlantic.

9 The need for the strongest possible clean car

10 standards in the short termand on track for the clean
11 electric vehicle market in the | onger terminpl enented
12 as soon as possible could not be clearer and lest there
13 be any wonder about the need for these inprovenents, |
14 can cite no nore conveni ent exanple than the fact that
15 today has been declared an air quality action day for
16 ozone snog for nmuch of the Md-Atlantic, for Baltinore,
17 \Washi ngton, and Northern Virginia, and the South, to

18 Del aware and Phil adel phia and the East, to Pittsburgh
19 and the West, and quoting fromthe official forecast,
20 "(Ozone formation during the late norning, afternoon

21 will be robust and ei ght-hour nmaxi mum concentrations

22 are expected to reach into the Code Orange range," and
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1 the extended forecast continues, "The heat is expected
2 to continue Thursday with sunshine for the nost part
3 and agai n Code Orange ozone concentrations are
4 possible,” and climte change is nmaki ng these scenari 0s
5 all the nore likely. The need is clear.
6 Thank you.
7 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
8 The next speaker will be Meredith Haines. You may
9 now unmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
10 for the record.
11 M5. HAINES: Thank you for the opportunity to
12 testify, especially renotely.
13 My nane is Meredith Haines, and |'mhere as a
14 private citizen. I'mcalling in fromVienna, Virginia,
15 and in Virginia, we recognize that addressing
16 transportation's outsized contribution to greenhouse
17 gas em ssions is critical to climate policy.
18 And in February, the state | egislature passed
19 clean car standards, joining other forward-I| ooking
20 states, such as our nei ghbor Maryland, and we need the
21 action of this Administration to |lead all states to
22 swift and effective change, and | urge the EPA to adopt
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 108
1 at a mninmumthe second alternative.
2 "' ma chem cal oceanographer by training. | have
3 learned to anal yze processes on scales far greater than
4 the individual human experience and the fact that the
5 largest ecosystemon the planet is show ng
6 unprecedented breakdown is a realization that | find
7 difficult to conprehend.
8 The vast capacity of the ocean has buffered out
9 pollution's inpact enornously, directly absorbing
10 greenhouse effects and excess heat and tenpering
11  atnospheric warm ng and yet we have reached ecosystem
12 limts largely within nmy lifetine.
13 Now ocean life suffers stresses of nmarine heat
14  waves on top of generally warner and nore acidic waters
15 with | ess oxygen.
16 However, it seens until the inpacts show up on our
17 coasts affecting real estate and inpacting our sunmer
18 beach trips, then it's a probl em happeni ng sonmewhere
19 else. So | don't need to rem nd the panel that there
20 is no Plan B at least for today. The better news is
21 there is at a mninmuman Alternative 2.
22 To keep this in very human scale terns, driveway
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1 issues, if you will, with Alternative 2 consuners w |
2 have nore dollars in their pockets, in their budgets,
3 and Consuner Reports tells ne it would be $2, 100 per
4 vehicle.

S Qur communities will have cleaner air benefits

6 sooner and wll be nore choices in electric vehicles,
7 and | want consuners to get a strong signal that zero
8 em ssion vehicles are the future and that is the future
9 we want with |ower running costs, cleaner air to

10 breathe, and w der ecosystem benefits.

11 And to briefly touch on where regul ati on neets
12 policy, | note that the regulatory anal ysis does not
13 appear to consider the inpact of the carbon tax and
14 given that a carbon price is considered by econom sts
15 and scientists and | advocate for it, the best policy
16 for rapid em ssions reductions and is broadly

17 i npl emented worl dwi de shoul d be part of the

18 conversation and consuners will use their climte

19 action incentive paynents or carbon cash back and the
20 known schedul e of carbon price increases and want to
21 further benefit economically by making nore fuel -

22 efficient/| ess-carbon-intensi ve choi ces.
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1 Just in conclusion, | urge you to reinstate the
2  (pane/ Bi den standards with your Alternative 2 and set
3 even stronger ones through 2030 and | oophol es underm ne
4 the possibility of nmeeting our em ssions reduction
S5 target and delay underm nes the nessages of urgency
6 that should acconpany all action.
7 Thank you for hearing ny testinony.
8 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
9 The next speaker will be Jonat han Shevel ew. You
10 may now unnmute and pl ease state your nane and
11  affiliation for the record.
12 MR. SHEVELEW H . M nane is Jonathan Shevel ew.
13 |I'mthe CEO of the Tesla Owers C ub of Pennsyl vani a,
14  but I'mhere today as a private citizen.
15 Thank you for giving ne the opportunity to
16 comment.
17 "' mnot here to spout statistics to prove that
18 we're faced with a climate crisis. | believe that any
19 reasonabl e individual at this point should recognize
20 that this is the case.
21 |'"'malso not here for nyself. The worst effects
22 of this crisis wll probably not be felt during ny
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1 Jlifetinme. 1'mhere because when | | ook at ny children
2 and ny five-year-old grandson, | amterrified for the
3 future that they will inherit because of the selfish
4 indifference that ny generation has denonstrated.
3) We need to recogni ze that we are faced with a
6 <climate crisis and therefore need to act as if this is
7 a crisis and not a mnor inconvenience that we can
8 address gradually over a period of tine.
9 These initiatives should have been inpl enented 20
10 years ago. To now decide to accept the 20-year
11  transition like GMis proposing is fool hardy and w ||
12 have devastating results, especially when we already
13  have manufacturers that have denonstrated that
14 achieving a 100 percent reduction in GiG is possible
15  today.
16 To encourage manufacturers to continue to invest
17 funds and resources into reducing the em ssions from
18 fossil fuel-based engines is an absurd approach with
19 dimnishing returns, especially when we've al ready
20 accepted the fact that these types of engines wll
21  di sappear.
22 When a country |ike Norway, who is also a mmjor
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1 oil producer, can make this full transition by 2025,

2  why would we think that we can't do that here?

3 Necessity is the nother of invention. | spent

4  many years in software design and devel opnent and we

5 had a saying that any programw ||l expand to fit all

6 avail abl e space.

7 I f you accept 20-year targets that will elimnate

8 any sense of urgency, then it will take the full 20

9 years for this transition to happen.

10 The EPA is noting already the need for a | onger-
11 termrule. So why once again are you going to kick

12 that can down the road? Your current proposals don't
13 even neet the goals of the Cbama Adm nistration. This
14 is not earth-shattering news to vehicle nmanufacturers.
15 They have known that this was com ng for years but had
16  no incentive to nove towards EVs.

17 It's inperative that we push them harder by nmaking
18 the financial penalties so severe that not investing in
19 the transition would be a disastrous busi ness decision
20 for them The costs associated with transitioning

21  their products to ZEVs needs to be less than the

22 penalty for not doing it.
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1 There is also a political reality to consider.
2 \Wile currently the governnment is recognizing the
3 climate crisis we are faced with, those positions can
4 change with future adm nistrations. |In order to assure
5 that we don't waver fromthis path, the EPA needs to
6 put rules in place that are aggressive and which need
7  to be acted on immedi ately.
8 By setting 2025 as the goal to elimnate GHG
9 emssions fromlight-duty vehicles, it assures there
10 will be no future diversions based on a changing
11  political |andscape.
12 Faced with severe penalties for nonconpliance
13  beginning in 2026, | have no doubt that the OEMs w ||
14  find a way to nmake this happen.
15 W will be held accountable and we'l |l be judged
16 for our actions in this crisis by subsequent
17 generations. Wat we do today wll affect the quality
18 of life for this planet for many years and it's tine
19 for us to be the adults in the room
20 Thank you for allowing ne to comment.
21 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
22 The next speaker will be Sandra Rem lien. Sandra,
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1 you may now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and
2 affiliation for the record.
3 M5. REMLION. (Audio glitch) and elimnate
4 unnecessary | oopholes for automakers. (Audio glitch.)
3) Transportation is the biggest source of greenhouse
6 gas em ssions and nmakes up 20 percent of em ssions.
7 (Audio glitch) makes up about 4.6 netric tons of carbon
8 nmonoxide. (Audio glitch) creates about 8,887 rens of
9 C.
10 Wien | was in high school, | had ml|d asthma.
11  Stronger clean car standards woul d ensure | have cl ean
12 air and clean air helps ne breathe easier. | |ike the
13 smell of clean air. | have breathed clean air only to
14  have the air becone polluted again (unintelligible.) |
15 have snell ed the exhaust fromcar tail pi pes and
16 gasoline and carbon nonoxi de, nethane, nitrous oxide,
17 and things that conme fromcar tail pipes.
18 Particul ate matter worsens asthma and causes
19 premature death. Tail pi pes cause air pollution.
20 Electric cars do not emt tail pipe em ssions or the
21 gases that conme from gasoline-powered cars. Fuel -
22 efficient cars lower air pollution and em ssions from
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1 cars. Fuel-efficient cars emt |ess carbon dioxide.
2 A Consuner Reports survey found that nine in 10
3 adults in the US. (audio glitch) reduces greenhouse
4 gas em ssions.
3) Once again, | urge the EPA to set the strongest
6 possible standards because they help with air pollution
7 and | ower greenhouse gas em ssions. Alternative 2
8 saves $2,100 per vehicle. Please nake our cars and
9 light-duty trucks clean and efficient. Please nmake the
10 clean car standards through 2030 stronger and for
11 automekers to avoid these standards.
12 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
13 M5. CHARMLEY: Ms. Remlien, this is Bill Charnl ey
14 wth the EPA. | just want to |l et you know t hank you
15 for your testinony and we're able to hear al nost
16 everything you said, except for about maybe |ike the
17 first 20 or 30 seconds. The connection was poor. But
18 | did want to |l et you know we do have your witten
19 testinony. So if you hear later that nmaybe the
20  recording wasn't great, we did hear alnost everything
21  you had to say and we'll make sure that we review your
22 written testinony.
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1 M5. REM LION: Thank you.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 The next speaker will be Melanie Buzzelli. You
4  may now unnmute and pl ease state your nane and
5 affiliation for the record.
6 M5. BUZZELLI: Thank you.
7 Good norning. M nane is Mel anie Buzzelli,
8 ME-L-A-NI-E Buzzelli, B-U-2Z-Z-E-L-L-1. | do work at
9 the Lung Association, but I'mhere today to speak as a
10 private citizen.
11 I'd like to thank you for the opportunity to speak
12 with you today about this inportant topic as well as
13 thank President Biden and his Adm nistration for
14 recogni zing and seeking to address clinmate pollution
15 fromtransportati on.
16 "' m happy to see this proposal and the broader
17 efforts on the part of the Adm nistration regarding
18 clean cars, but I"'mhere to say that it is not enough.
19 |1'"mseeking a Master's in Public Health at George
20 Washington University and currently I"'menrolled in a
21 class pertaining to Environnental and Occupati onal
22 Heal th.
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1 Recently, the professor asked us to | ook at the
2 concentration of carbon dioxide in the atnosphere when
3 we entered the program and conpare it to the
4 concentration now. In June of 2019 the concentration
S level was approximately 414.1 parts per mllion, and in
6 June of 2021 the concentration |evel was approxi mately
7 418.94 parts per mllion.
8 The professor then asked us to conpare these
9 nunbers to the point of no return, generally recognized
10 as 450 parts per mllion, and reflect on how we felt.
11 | had a hard tinme attenpting to describe ny nyriad of
12 enptions at the tinme and | don't think |I've becone any
13 nore articulate since then, but | think the word |
14 ultimately ended up | anding on to suffice for now which
15 was terrified.
16 | know these nunbers aren't a surprise for you and
17 they weren't necessarily a surprise to ne either, but I
18 think it is nonetheless inportant to constantly rem nd
19 oursel ves of what we face.
20 Wrking in policy nyself, | know how easy it is
21  for politics and bureaucracy to chip away at big
22 change, but on the issue of climte change we sinply
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1 cannot afford for that to happen.
2 We need to be doing as nmuch as we can at every
3 opportunity we have and in that vein, while this
4 proposal is a step in the right direction, nmuch nore is
5 needed.
6 The transportation sector is the |argest source of
7 greenhouse gas emssions in the United States.
8 (Gasoline and diesel -powered cars, SUVs, trucks, buses,
9 vans, and nore pollute the air we breathe and drive
10 climate change.
11 | ask that EPA finalize this rule as quickly as
12 possible so that it can take effect as quickly as
13 possible and in doing so, | ask that EPA maxi m ze the
14  em ssions reductions and health benefits of this rule.
15 EPA nust al so hol d aut omakers accountable in order
16 to ensure that the standards actually result in real-
17 world reductions in greenhouse gas em ssions and then,
18 perhaps nore inportantly, | ask that EPA set up
19 stronger standards to follow  Stronger standards
20  covering cars, SUVs, and light trucks through at |east
21 2030 and stronger standards for heavy-duty vehicles are
22  npecessary to drive the transition to zero em ssion
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1 vehicles that the nation and the worl d desperately

2 need.

3 Climate change is terrifying. [It's truly an

4 existential crisis and | hope it's one that we're

5 wlling to neet.

6 Thank you again for the opportunity to speak with

7 you today and for your work on this vital issue.

8 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.

9 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
10 receive a notification on your screen that you're being
11  pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to your
12 speaking tine. You nust accept that invitation to be
13 able to unnute when you are calling to testify. This
14 will also allow you to turn on your canera which we

15 encourage you to do.

16 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute

17 their phones when called to testify.

18 If you are having technical difficulties, please
19 send an e-nmail to pubic_hearing@btassoc. comor cal

20 919-294-7712. Additionally, if you are not registered
21  to speak but would like to speak tonorrow, August 26t h,
22  please send an e-nmail with your nanme and phone nunber
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1 to public_hearing@btassoc.comor call 919-294-7712.
2 The next speaker on our list is Kent Mnault.
3 Kent, you are not currently on the list of attendees.
4  However, if you have joined using a different nane, we
S5 would invite you to raise your hand at this tinme. |If
6 you have joi ned using your phone, you can raise your
7 hand by dialing Star 9.
8 (No response.)
9 M5. THOWPSON: Ckay. We will nove on to the next
10 speaker on our list.
11 The next speaker will be JimSteitz. You may now
12 unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
13 the record.
14 MR STEITZ: Hello. M nane is JimSteitz, no
15 real affiliation to give, and I'll keep ny comments
16 Dbrief.
17 | believe that in setting new auto efficiency
18 standards a controlling central organi zi ng concern of
19 EPA nmust be mtigating the existential threats of
20 climte change.
21 The need of human civilization and every part
22 thereof, including EPA, to reduce our carbon em ssions
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one
mailto:public_hearing@abtassoc.com

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 121

1 really nust override all econonm c objections from

2 automakers, the oil industry, deal erships, any other

3 parties that may have financial objections to strong

4  standards but whose lives are not literally in jeopardy

5 as are those of our children nost decidedly.

6 The selection of Alternative 2 and the

7  reinstatenent of standards sets by the Cbhanm

8 Adm nistration should be considered a perfunctory

9 mnimumpolicy in light of recent data o climte

10  change.

11 In fact, EPA, | believe, should really look to the
12 analysis of the International Energy Agency t hat

13 dropped in May which outlines what they believe, and

14  they have a lot of expertise in this area, would be the
15 nost econonical ly- and technically-plausible way to

16 keep climate change bel ow catastrophic | evels and they
17 found that internal conmbustion vehicle sales would have
18 to essentially end by 2035 and that's not many vehicle
19 generations away and any EPA policy that does not force
20 automakers on to that path is really not acknow edgi ng
21 reality.

22 Mor eover, there really nust be no opportunity for
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1 evading the mleage standards by shifting around sal es
2 volune anong categories. For three decades now, these
3 standards have been underm ned by this farce of
4 classifying SUVs as light trucks and manufacturers then
S pronpbte these quasi-mlitary vehicles to satisfy either
6 msplaced masculine vanity or illusions of personal
7  safety, neither of which are related to the categories
8 of the original purpose of the actual work vehicles for
9 construction or farm ng or what have you.

10 Manuf acturers have trenendous ability to drive

11 purchaser preferences. Their conplaints about their

12 abilities in selling fuel-efficient vehicles are really
13  just self-fulfilling prophesies and they nust be

14 di sregar ded.

15 If the auto manufacturers have to accept | ower

16 profit margins to derive the sales of fuel-efficient

17 and electric vehicles, that's really a trivial concern
18 in the big schene of things hangi ng over the EPA right
19 now, and these standards have to conmence i medi ately
20 with mleage inprovenents demanded in the very next

21 vehicle year. They cannot be back-loaded to |et

22  manufacturers stall for tinme and then | obby to weaken
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1 the standards |ater.
2 The past three decades of very frustrating
3 feckless haggling wwth the industry, all kinds of
4 industries really, over carbon em ssions denonstrates
S if you set targets for nore than a few years out, then
6 those standards are consistently ignored either as
7 soneone else's problemor as a nuisance for the
8 governnent relations office to fix, not the CEO s
9 problem So we cannot make that m stake either again.
10 This is our last chance and so | really urge EPA
11 to get it right and to act with nore bol dness than any
12 political history would suggest as precedence and
13 that's all.
14 Thank you.
15 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
16 The next speaker on our list is Patricia Keefe.
17 You may now unnute and state your nane and affiliation
18 for the record.
19 M5. KEEFE: Ckay. Can you hear ne?
20 M5. THOWPSON: W can hear you.
21 M5. KEEFE: Ckay. Clean cars in our state. So |
22 worked with our state senator and | found out that the
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1 EPA of M nnesota was devel opi ng rul es about cl ean cars.
2 So we do have that process already entered into the
3 state register in Mnnesota. So the process is going
4 forward and |I'msure the EPA can get a copy of -- can
5 you still hear me -- a copy of the rules that were
6 devel oped by the EPA and they were entered into the
7 Mnnesota Register recently and they used sone of the
8 information from California's experience on clean cars.
9 So we now are in -- it's now being in the public
10 domain and the rules will be applied in the future to
11 new cars and light trucks in Mnnesota. So if EPA here
12 wants to get those, they can get themfromthe EPA of
13 M nnesota and so can anybody el se.
14 Thank you.
15 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
16 The next speaker will be Elizabeth Chun Hye Lee.
17 You may now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and
18 affiliation for the record.
19 M5. LEE: Are you able to hear ne?
20 M5. THOWPSON: Yes, we can hear you.
21 M5. LEE: Thank you.
22 Hello. M nane is Elizabeth Chun Hye Lee. |
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1 serve as the Executive for Econom c and Environnental
2 Justice at United Methodist Wonen and climate justice
3 is one of our issue priorities. W are a faith-based
4  wonen's organization with nenbers in every state of the
5 US.
6 The nost recent | PCC report notes that human-
7 caused climte change is fueling cataclysm c changes to
8 our planet and warns that limting global warmng wll
9 be beyond reach in the next two decades w t hout
10 imediate, rapid, and | arge-scale reductions in
11 greenhouse gas eni ssions.
12 The U.S. has a noral responsibility to drastically
13 reduce our own em ssions. W nust do our fair share.
14  \While we are only four percent of the world's
15 population, the U S. has contributed nore than 25
16 percent of cumul ative greenhouse gas em ssions and is
17 the biggest contributor.
18 Wonen, children, and youth are al ready being
19 disproportionately affected. The UN reports that 80
20 percent of people being displaced by climte change are
21 wonen and when natural disasters hit, wonen and
22 children have been 14 tines nore likely than nen to
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1 die, nore vulnerable to gender-based viol ence, and

2 afterwards there has been as nuch as 20 to 30 percent

3 increase in trafficking.

4 Because transportation is the |argest climate-

5 polluting sector in the U S., by inplenenting the

6 strongest possible fuel econony standards, EPA can

7 ensure that autonakers and bus and technol ogy to make

8 nore efficient vehicles rapidly shift to electric

9 vehicles significantly reduce greenhouse gas em ssions
10 and reduce co-pollutants that will protect the planet
11 and our health.

12 | speak about this concern also as a nother of a
13 seven-year-old and as an Asian American havi ng grown up
14 and lived in environnental justice communities in

15 Queens, New York.

16 It was unsurprising when | read that the 2019

17 Union of Concerned Scientists Report found that Asian
18 American residents are exposed to twice as nuch PM 2.5
19 pollution as were white residents in New York. CQur

20 roads are heavily trafficked by cars and buses and our
21 air is heavily polluted fromtail pi pe em ssions.

22 | amalso a caretaker for ny 79-year-old father
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1 who has COPD and bronchiectasis. M father was
2 recently rushed to the ICU and intubated for many weeks
3 unable to breathe on his own. Fortunately, he is now
4  home recovering but the greatest threat to his lung
5 function is air pollution.
6 Passi ng the strongest standards to reduce tail pipe
7 emssions will not only protect ny father's life but
8 the 103,000 people living with COPD and over 36, 600
9 children living with pediatric asthma and the 1.6
10 mllion people of color in Queens County al one.
11 | npl enenting the strongest fuel econony standards
12 that exceeds (bama's standards will address the climte
13 crisis, protect wonen, protect comrunities of color,
14 and protect the health of all our famlies.
15 Thank you very nuch.
16 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
17 The next speaker will be Renee Chacon. You nmay
18 now unnmute and state your nane and affiliation for the
19 record.
20 M5. CHACON: It's Renee M Chacon. | reside on
21  the honelands of the Ute, the Cheyenne, the Arapaho,
22 the Lakota, and 48 tribes that still and travel as we
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1 docunent in our nonprofit which is an | ndi genous wonen-
2 |ed nonprofit Spirit of the Sun here in the honel ands
3 of what we call Col orado.
4 | ask that you be good ancestors in this space. |
5 ask that you learn what it really neans to | ook at
6 protecting clean spaces for future generations.
7 Il Iive in Palmer Cty, Colorado. W deal with
8 several different fornms of particulate pollution,
9 mainly the transportation sector, and al so ot her
10 extractive industries, |ike Suncor fully-Ieased
11 hydrogen cyani de, hydrogen sul fide, and benzene.
12 W live with issues of respiratory and circul atory
13 issues far before COVID. In Indigenous spaces, urban
14 and rural, that does nean a death sentence.
15 The transportation sector is the | argest source of
16 carbon pollution in the US W need to clean up
17 vehicle pollution. Honestly, it's one of the nost
18 inportant things we can do for clinmate change and the
19 climte inpacts that disproportionately inpact the
20 communi ti es.
21 We hel ped define |ast year what is
22 disproportionately-inpacted conmunities starting with
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1 Indigenous communities and that neans if there has been
2 any degradation to our quality of |life, our health and
3 safety, and ultinmately endangernent when there is no
4 regulations and true forceful and enforceable
S5 protections for our future generations.
6 We need to strengthen proposals fromthe EPA and
7 we need clean car standards now. In all honesty,
8 President Biden has prom sed to address clinmate change
9 and fight for environnmental justice, but that needs to
10 have radi cal and revol utionary actions now.
11 EV is a technology that we can help in
12 di sproportionatel y-i npacted communities now. W need
13  to have sone formof reparations fromthe harm done by
14 corporations, especially extractive industries, but
15 ultimately we need to build true transformative
16 transition for disproportionately-inpacted conmunities
17 and future generations first. That does have to start
18 wth sone support of convertible energy and this
19 proposal to honestly safeguard standards and forcible
20 protections.
21 What is the use of having regulations if we do not
22 have corporations able to be regul ated when they cause
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1 harmand, nost of all, have protections to comunities
2 that we know are already harned by disproportionate
3 disparities of respiratory? This is asthm, anem a,
4 heart disease, and death by COvVID for Indigenous
5 communities which has weaked havoc in our communities,
6 urban and rural.
7 We need to address climate change by protecting
8 our children's future and little lungs. [In any way
9 that you can have clean car standards, | advise you to
10 do this now for future generations.
11 If you want to know how to be an ally and
12 acconplice for disproportionately-inpacted communities,
13 please ook us up at spiritofthesun.org. |'ve been
14  working in environnental justice ny entire life, so has
15 ny entire famly, all of ny aunties and nmy conmunity.
16 We are tired of being choked out and flushed out
17 of Colorado and if we are honestly going to conbat
18 climte change and climate inpacts with
19 disproportionately-inpacted communities, we need to see
20 that the systemis not broken but has been working as
21 designed to target these areas and we need to dismantle
22 and rebuild by understanding that the first key is to
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1 learn fromyour m stakes and protect the comunities
2 that have been harned first.
3 Thank you.
4 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
3) At this time | wll call on speakers we were
6 unable to hear testinony fromearlier in this speaker
7 bl ock.
8 The first speaker on ny list is Yol anda Wyte.
9 Yolanda, | do not currently see you on the attendee
10 list. However, if you have joined using a different
11  nane, we ask that you raise your hand at this tinme and
12 if you have joined using your phone, we would invite
13 you to raise your hand by dialing Star 9.
14 (No response.)
15 M5. THOMPSON: Ckay. The next nanme on our list is
16 Elizabeth Hauptman. |If you have joined using a
17  different nane, we would ask you to raise your hand at
18 this time and if you have joi ned using your phone, you
19 may raise your hand by dialing Star 9.
20 (No response.)
21 M5. THOWSON:. At this tine | will nove on to the
22 | ast speaker on ny list, Kent Mnault. |If you have
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1 joined using a different nane, we would invite you to
2 raise your hand and if you have joi ned using your
3 phone, you may rai se your hand by dialing Star 9.
4 (No response.)
3) M5. THOMPSON: Ckay. W are now at the end of our
6 norning session.
7 EPA, are you ready to recess until after the
8 schedul ed |unch break?
9 MR OLECHW W are, and | wanted to take this
10 opportunity to thank everyone that took the tinme to
11  speak this norning. W very nuch appreciate everyone's
12 comments and are | ooking forward to the testinonies
13 that we wll hear in this afternoon's session starting
14 at 1 o' clock.
15 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you.
16 We are now adjourning for lunch break and w ||
17 resune the virtual hearing at 1 p.m Eastern Tine.
18 (Wher eupon, the virtual public hearing was
19 adj ourned for |unch.)
20
21
22
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1 AFTERNOON SESSI ON
2 M5. THOWPSON: Wl cone back to the Environnent al
3 Protection Agency's Public Hearing for the Revised 2023
4 and Later Mddel Year Light-Duty Vehicle G eenhouse Gas
5 Em ssions Standards.
6 My nane is Kayla Thonpson from Abt Associ at es,
7 contractor to the U S. EPA
8 We are now ready to continue the Virtual Public
9 Hearing.
10 "Il turn it over to EPA to get us started.
11 MR COLECHW I'msorry. | didn't realize that I
12 was opening up the Afternoon Session. So fell asleep
13 at the wheel here.
14 "' mnot sure | have any opening renarks, other
15 than to once again thank everyone that spoke in this
16 norning's session and we're | ooking forward to hearing
17 all of the speakers in this afternoon.
18 Thank you, Kayl a.
19 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you.
20 Bef ore we resune the hearing, we'd |ike to go over
21  sonme logistics. As a remnder, all attendees are nuted
22 automatically. |If you are speaking today, you w ||
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1 receive a notification on your screen that you are
2 being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
3 your speaking tine. You nust accept that invitation to
4 Dbe able to unnute when you are called to testify. This
S wll also allowyou to turn on your canera which we
6 encourage you to do.
7 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
8 their phones when called to testify.
9 If you' re having technical difficulties, please
10 send an e-mail to public_heari ng@btassoc.com or cal
11 919-294-7712.
12 Additionally, if you are not registered to speak
13 but you would |ike to speak tonorrow, August 26th,
14  please send an e-mail to public_heari ng@btassoc. com or
15 call 919-294-7712.
16 Now we will continue with our public testinony.
17 The expected speaking order is currently displayed on
18 the screen. W ask that each person |imt their verbal
19 testinony to three mnutes. W encourage you to
20 provide your full witten testinony and any additi onal
21 comments of any length to the Docket Nunber EPA- HQ OAR-
22 2021-0208 on regqgul ations. gov.
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1 Il wll be introducing each speaker in turn.
2 Pl ease speaker slowy and clearly so our court reporter
3 can record these proceedi ngs accurately.
4 The first speaker will be Yol anda Wiyte. Yol anda,
5 you may unnute and pl ease state your nane and
6 affiliation for the record.
7 Speaker Bl ock 3
8 DR. WHYTE: Yes. Hello. Thank you so nuch for
9 this opportunity to testify.
10 |'"'m Dr. Yolanda Whyte. |'ma pediatrician based
11  out of Atlanta, and | specialize in environnental
12 health. 1'ma nenber of Monms Clean Air Force and al so
13 the EPA's Children's Health Protection Advisory
14  Comm ttee.
15 | want to thank Mons Clean Air Force for inviting
16 nme to participate in this hearing.
17 | support this EPA Adm nistration and this
18 proposal to reduce pollution from passenger cars and
19 light trucks for Mdel Years 2023 to 2026 with the goal
20 of reducing our consistently-increasing greenhouse gas
21  em ssions. Urgent actions nust be taken now.
22 As you know, Atlanta is reported to have anobngst
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1 the worst urban sprawl in the nation and we're known

2 for our traffic congestion. W have so many hi ghways
3 around and through the city that it's hard to avoid

4 traffic pollution.

S Ri ght about nowit's hot, humd, and it al so has
6 an odor particular to the nore rural areas that |

7 frequently visit. Mny parts of the city are

8 considered urban heat islands which are

9 disproportionately affected by our changing climate.

10 W are learning nore about heat-related illnesses
11 in which sone, |like heat stroke, are fatal, especially
12 for babies and teen athletes, and sonme heat-rel ated

13 illnesses increase the risk of pregnancy conplications
14  and adverse birth outcones, |like prematurity, low birth
15 weight, and stillbirths, thus worsening health

16 disparities of maternal nortality and infant nortality.
17 This norning's Air Quality Index for the part of
18 the city where | live was 108. This is in the orange
19 range consi dered unhealthy for sensitive groups.

20 Unfortunately, there are no public heal th warnings

21  inform ng vul nerabl e residents, such as babi es,

22  seniors, those with heart or lung disease, of this risk
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1 or the need to stay indoors, close the w ndows, and
2 take neasures to inprove indoor air quality.
3 Last Decenber for the first tinme in world history,
4 air pollution was listed as a cause of death on a death
5 certificate. The young girl had severe uncontroll abl e
6 asthma due to ozone particulate matter and nitrogen
7 dioxide air pollutants fromliving al ong a busy roadway
8 in London and London has nore protective standards than
9 we do here in the U S
10 It would be great if the EPA worked with the U S.
11  Departnent of Health and Human Services to train
12 physicians to al so understand the health inpacts of air
13  pollution and al so educate patients about it and ways
14 to protect thenselves fromit.
15 |'"m available to work wwth the EPA and Heal th and
16  Human Services on this task.
17 Therefore, since traffic has now becone the nmain
18 source of air pollution, the strongest clean car
19 standards are urgently needed, especially since many of
20 the health inpacts nentioned earlier are preventable.
21 Therefore, | urge EPA to set the strongest
22 standards on the fastest tineline to protect our
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1 health, especially for the nost vul nerable who cannot

2 defend thenselves or be able to speak today.

3 Thank you so nuch.

4 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.

S The next speaker will be Devon Watkins. Please

6 state your nane and affiliation for the record.

7 MR. WATKINS: Hello. M nane is Devon WatKkins

8 fromthe Conpetitive Enterprise Institute.

9 On CO2 EPA clains this rule's greatest benefits

10 are fromPM 2.5, but there are problens with that

11  analysis. The Cean Air Scientific Advisory Board, a
12 statutorily-required board of experts, found that EPA
13 failed to provide adequate evi dence of particul ar

14 matter causing nervous systemeffects or cancer as EPA
15 cl ai ned.

16 Even worse, according to nenbers of CASAC, EPA's
17 nportality causation determ nations to be based al nost
18 exclusively on epidem ol ogi cal studi es which cannot be
19 used in isolation to determ ne causati on.

20 The Chairman of CASAC identified what he descri bed
21 as unstated, untested, unverified, and m staken

22 assunptions, including the failure to distinguish
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1 between true exposure val ues and estimated exposure

2 values in analyzing and presenting information, that

3 EPAis relying upon studies which do not address

4  exposure neasurenent errors and should not be used or

5 relied or cited as evidence.

6 To correct these statistical errors, CASAC

7 Chairman Cox said that EPA should use errors and

8 variables analysis to correct for the exposure error.

9 The EPA Adm nistrator at the tine said that he had
10 reviewed the errors that CASAC had identified and

11  ordered that those problens be fixed in the final

12 version but EPA did not do so. EPA ignored the

13 recomendati ons of CASAC and proceeded w t hout all ow ng
14 themto continue to review the analysis as they had

15 request ed.

16 I nstead, EPA renoved all of the nenbers of CASAC,
17 every | ast person, w thout addressing the problens they
18 raised and only |l et back on the panel those that agreed
19 with EPA

20 EPA continues in this rulenmaking to ignore the

21 statistical errors identified by fornmer CASAC Chairnan
22 Cox, continues to refuse to use errors and vari abl es
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1 analysis to correct for errors in the data that even
2  EPA has acknow edged exist. This is inexcusable.
3 EPA has a responsibility under the EPA to consi der
4 all inportant factors for its decision, including
S5 potential problens to its analysis that it has been
6 made aware of.
7 The Conpetitive Enterprise Institute sued EPA to
8 ensure that it be forced to consider the problens that
9 CASAC identified. That court case is currently being
10 held in abeyance at EPA s request because EPA said that
11  they were reconsidering the rule, but this proposed
12 rul e does not reconsider any of the errors Chairman Cox
13 identified. It doesn't even nention them
14 EPA cannot continue to ignore the problens
15 identified by the independent scientific experts that
16 EPA asked to evaluate its clains. Renoving them from
17 office doesn't elimnate those statistical errors and
18 EPA may be sued again if it continues to ignore the
19 errors identified by the i ndependent scientific experts
20 EPA asked to review their work.
21 Thank you.
22 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
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1 The next speaker will be Sam Kazman. Pl ease state
2 your nane and affiliation for the record.
3 As a remi nder, you wll need to accept the
4 invitation to be pronoted to panelist.
3) MR. KAZMAN. Ckay. Hello. |I'm Sam Kazman,
6 General Counsel of Conpetitive Enterprise Institute.
7 CEl submits that EPA's proposal fails to
8 adequately deal with the issue of traffic safety.
9 First, EPA has arbitrarily restricted the range of
10 alternatives that it is considering. It states that it

11 isn't considering alternatives |l ess stringent than the
12 California Franework. |Its reason for this is that the
13  Franmework represents a | evel of stringency that five

14  manufacturers have al ready conmtted to achi eving.

15 But the fact that five car makers have comm tted
16 to neeting this standard says little about whether that
17 standard satisfies all the appropriate criteria, which
18 include health and safety.

19 In the 2020 SAFE Rul emaking, it was clear that the
20 | ess stringent alternatives posed by the agencies had
21 greater traffic safety benefits than the nore stringent

22 alternatives. This relationship continues to hold for
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1 the alternatives that EPA is now considering and for
2 that reason, the agency should not ignore alternatives
3 that are nore lenient than the California Franework.
4 Secondl y, EPA has apparently downpl ayed the safety
5 risks of mass and sized reductions in vehicles. It
6 states that car nakers can achieve its proposed
7 standards using only nodest |evels of nmass reduction,
8 but even if manufacturers can use only nodest down-
9 sizing, this does not nean that they necessarily wll.
10 Sone of themmay well use nore downsizing, in which
11 case the safety inpacts mght be greater.
12 Moreover, what EPA calls its "central estimate" of
13 the mass safety effect, the 0.07 percent increase in
14 fatalities, seens to be questionably | ow, especially
15 since a large conponent of that estinate rests on sone
16 alleged safety benefit from downsi zi ng.
17 We submt that the mass safety effect is nuch
18 stronger. In the words of the Insurance Institute for
19 Highway Safety, a bigger, heavier vehicle provides
20 better crash protection than a snmaller, lighter one,
21 assum ng no other differences.
22 As for the possibility that |arger vehicles
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1 significantly endanger the occupants of snaller
2 vehicles, the Insurance Institute finds that this
3 threat is not as large as it once was.
4 CAFE' s history denonstrates that it has not al ways
5 been adm nistered with a candid assessnment of its
6 lethal inpact on traffic safety. [In 1992, in the case
7 of CEl v. NHTSA, a D.C. Crcuit Panel found that NHTSA
8 had arbitrarily ignored the likelihood that its
9 standard kills people. The panel found that NHTSA had
10 done so through a conbination, and I'm quoting fromthe
11  court decision here, "of lame clains, bureaucratic
12 munbo-j unbo, fudged anal ysis, and statistical sleight
13 of hand."” W hope that such an episode won't be
14 repeated again.
15 Thank you.
16 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
17 The next speaker will be Marlo Lews. Please
18 state your nanme and affiliation for the record.
19 MR LEWS: M nane's Marlo Lewis. [|'ma Senior
20 Fellow in Energy and Environnmental Policy at the
21  Conpetitive Enterprise Institute.
22 My comments address the EPA' s use of the social
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1 cost of greenhouse gases to estinmate the net benefits

2 of the agency's proposed rule.

3 The EPA estinmates that during Cal endar Years 2023

4 to 2050 the proposal's greenhouse gas eni ssion

5 reductions will deliver $91 billion in climte change

6 benefits. Those benefits are a mrage.

7 Si nce 2010, the Interagency Wirking Goup or |IWG

8 has cherry-picked assunptions and i nputs to produce

9 wildly-inflated social cost estimtes. The IWG

10 averages the results of three integrated assessnent

11 nodels, two of which ignore the i mense agricul tural

12 benefits of atnospheric carbon dioxide fertilization.

13 The IWcrelies on climate sensitivity estimtes derived
14  from other nodels that project about three tines nore
15 warmng in the tropical bul k atnosphere than has been
16  observed over the past 40 years.

17 The nost egregi ous net hodol ogi cal bias, however,

18 is the IWG s selection of baseline em ssion scenari os.
19 Four of its baseline scenarios assune that coal scales
20 up rapidly to becone the world' s | eadi ng energy source
21 after 2050 with consunption continuing to increase well
22 into the 23rd Century.
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1 Those scenarios result in post-22100 cunul ati ve
2 carbon dioxide em ssions far in excess of estinated
3 fossil fuel reserves as the Electric Power Research
4 |Institute pointed out in its 2014 Techni cal Revi ew of
5 the IW5 s work.
6 To even approach the massive cunul ati ve em ssi ons
7 projected in the | W5 baselines, University of Col orado
8 Professor Roger Pilkey, Jr., explains, "The world would
9 have to make it a policy goal to burn as nuch coal as
10  possible over the com ng centuries. That seens
11 unlikely."
12 In effect, the IWG s procedure is to take the
13  high-end 21st Century forcing trajectory called RCP 8.5
14 and then extend it out to the Year 2300. As is well
15  known, RCP 8.3 carbon di oxi de em ssions in 2050 are
16 nore than twice the |evel projected by the
17 I nternational Energy Agency in its baseline em ssions
18 scenari os.
19 RCP 8.5 is no |longer a plausible em ssion pat hway
20 for the 21st Century. There is no evidence the world
21 will return to coal over the next eight decades, nuch
22 | ess over the next 280 years.
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1 The WG s social cost estimates are a
2 met hodol ogi cal house of cards. Using those values to
3 estimate the net benefits of the proposed rule flouts
4  Dbasic standards of scientific integrity.
S Thank you.
6 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
7 The next speaker will be Patrick Mchaels. You
8 may now unnute and state your nanme and affiliation for
9 the record.
10 MR. M CHAELS: Thank you.
11 | amPatrick J. Mchaels, Senior Fellow in Energy
12 and Environnent at the Conpetitive Enterprise Institute
13 and also a Senior Fellow at the CO2 Coalition.
14 Il wll discuss the proposed regulation's effects
15 on gl obal surface tenperature conpared to existing
16 standards and what benefits can be expected to accrue
17 from the proposed changes.
18 In a word, the answer to both is sinple: none.
19 It is a standard procedure for the EPA to assess
20 tenperature consequences of proposed or existing
21  policies using sonething called the "Mddel for the
22 Assessnent of Greenhouse Gas-1nduced dimate Change, "
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1 which was devel oped at the National Center for

2  Atnospheric Research and indeed the acronymfor it is

3 MAGAE CC, the Model for the Assessnent of G eenhouse

4  @Gas-I1nduced dinmate Change.

S One can use MAGA CC to determ ne the effects of

6 the continuation of current vehicle standards versus

7 what is now proposed which bears sone resenbl ance to

8 the proposals fromthe Cbama Adm ni stration EPA

9 Usi ng standard MAGGE CC assunpti ons whi ch incl udes
10 an equilibriumclimte sensitivity of 3.0 degrees C,

11  MAGA CC cal cul ates the net savings of global warmng to
12 be 3,000t hs of a degree Cel sius by the year 2100.

13 Assum ng the standard atnosphere, that is roughly the
14 average tenperature between the air surroundi ng your

15 head and the air surroundi ng your m d=secti on.

16 According to the National Oceanic and At nospheric
17 Adm nistration, the inherent error in current

18 cal cul ati ons of gl obal average surface tenperature is
19 0.08 degrees Celsius or 800ths of a degree Cel sius,

20 which is 27 times, | said 27 tinmes larger than the

21 calculated effect of the new standards.

22 Yet the Adm nistration goes on to calculate the
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1 social costs of this regulation, comng up with a net
2  benefit of nearly $100 billion by 2050. G ven that the
3  MAGA CC-cal cul ated tenperature change is a nere
4 3,000ths of a degree by 2100, the change by 2050 woul d
5 be even less than half of that.
6 It sinply defies logic to calculate the benefits
7 of areqgulation that will have an inpossibl e-to-detect
8 effect on surface tenperature because it is those sane
9 tenperature changes that drive the cost estimates.
10 In summary, the proposed vehicle standards wil |
11 have an undetectable effect on surface tenperature
12 whi ch neans an undetectable climate "benefit,"” despite
13  enornous costs that wll be foisted upon unwi I ling
14 consuners of vehicles that they would choose not to
15 purchase today and they would only purchase them
16 tonorrow if forced to this feckless regul ation.
17 Thank you.
18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 The next speaker will be Katherine Pruitt. You
20 pay now unnute and state your nanme and affiliation for
21  the record.
22 M5. PRU TT: Good afternoon. M nane is Katherine
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1 Pruitt and I'mtestifying as a private citizen |iving
2 in Takoma Park, Mryland. Thank you for the
3 opportunity to speak today.
4 | amgrateful and relieved after so many rol |l backs
5 of critical public health and environnental protections
6 under the previous Administration that President Biden
7 and his Adm nistration have acknow edged the i nportance
8 of tackling pollution fromthe transportation sector
9 that is contributing to clinmate change.
10 As you know, earlier this nonth the world got sone
11  sobering news fromthe UN's |Intergovernnental Panel on
12 dimte Change that affirmed in the starkest terns that
13 we are in a deepening climate crisis. The UN Secretary
14  Ceneral described the report as a Code Red for
15  Humanity.
16 | appreciate that the Biden Adm nistration is
17 taking a small step in the right direction with this
18 proposal and ot her broader actions on clean cars,
19 climte change, and environnmental justice which I
20  support.
21 Today is expected to be another Code O ange Day
22 here, unhealthy for sensitive groups due to
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1 unseasonable warnth, according to the forecast. These
2 sensitive groups include a ot of people in ny famly
3 and in ny community. M husband and | are ol der
4 adults. M brother has heart disease and di abetes. M
5 son has exercise-induced asthnma.
6 We all need to take precautions and limt our
7 activities to protect our health when the air quality
8 is bad.
9 We know that the traffic all around us is
10 contributing to the problem W live just a few nmles
11 fromI1-95 in one direction and the nightmare that is
12 D.C traffic in the other direction. The region is
13 growng and there are nore cars and nore vehicle mles
14  traveled all the tine.
15 The transportation sector is the | argest source of
16 greenhouse gas em ssions in the United States.
17 Gasoline and di esel - powered cars, SUVs, and pickup
18 trucks pollute the air we breathe and drive climate
19  change.
20 Stronger standards for cleaner cars, if enacted
21 now, will make a much-needed difference in ny conmmunity
22 and will protect nmy famly.
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1 The great thing about setting standards is that it
2 works and the public supports it. It ensures equitable

3 access to health and environnental benefits that

4  cl eaner technol ogi es are naking avail able now and into
5 the future.

6 EPA nust finalize the rule this year, 2021, to

7 cover Model Years 2023 through 2026.

8 Addi tional ly, EPA nust al so nove ahead to set nuch
9 stronger standards covering cars, SUVs, and |ight

10 trucks through at |least 2030 to drive the transition to
11 zero em ssion vehicles the nation needs and that

12 President Biden has called for in his Executive O der.
13 Again, climate change is a health energency and

14  the Biden Adm nistration nust use all available tools
15 to pronote carbon pollution reductions. There is no

16 tinme to del ay.

17 Thank you.
18 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 As a rem nder, if you are speaki ng today, you'l

20 receive a notification on your screen that you' re being
21  pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to your

22 speaking time. You must accept that invitation to be
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1 able to unnute when you are called to testify. This

2 wll also allow you to turn on your canera which we

3 encourage you to do.

4 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute

5 their phones when called to testify.

6 If you're having technical difficulties, please

7 send an e-nmail to public_heari ng@btassoc.comor call

8 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but

9 vyou would like to speak tonorrow, August 26th, please
10 send an e-mail with your nanme and phone nunber to

11 public_heari ng@bt. assoc.comor call 919-294-7712.

12 The next speaker will be Scott Hochberg. You may
13 now unnute and state your nane and affiliation for the
14 record.

15 MR. HOCHBERG Hello. Good afternoon. M nane is
16 Scott Hochberg, and I'ma Staff Attorney with the

17 Center for Biological Dversity.

18 The center is a national nonprofit conservation

19 organization and its Climte Law Institute works to

20  protect people, wildlife, and ecosystens fromclimte
21  change and fossil fuel pollution.

22 Since taking office, President Biden has vowed to
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1 neet the urgent demands of the climate crisis through a
2 clean energy revolution. He was right about one thing.
3 W are indeed in a crisis and the term"urgent" is an

4 under st at enent.

3) The summer of 2021 is shaping up to be one of the
6 hottest on record with climte change contributing to

7 severe drought and wildfires across the gl obe, extrene
8 flooding in Europe and China, and a deadly heat wave in
9 the Pacific Northwest. The tinme for half neasures is
10 sadly over.

11 This rule represents the EPA' s single biggest

12 chance to actualize the President's commtnent. What
13 was needed at the very least was a return to the Ghanm
14 standards in 2023 and a seven percent annual drop in

15 emi ssions to make up for lost tine under the disastrous
16 SAFE 2 Rul e.

17 But EPA's proposal does not return to the Cbhana

18 standards until 2026, despite the fact that automakers
19 have had al nbst a decade to prepare for those rules.

20  Aut omakers al ready have the technology to conply with
21  the Cbama standards. Del aying significant em ssions

22 savings until 2026 puts this rule along with the
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1 longer-termstandards in jeopardy froma future
2 Admnistration that m ght have different goals.
3 EPA descri bes an Alternative 2+ proposal that hits
4 closer to the mark through slightly stronger standards
S wth an additional 10 grans per mle savings in 2026.
6 In fact, EPA provides no reason why it did not adopt
7 this alternative fromthe very begi nni ng.
8 According to EPA's own analysis, Alternative 2 is
9 feasible given the prior notice of autonekers, a
10 comm tnent of several of themto the California
11 Franmework, and the need to reduce greenhouse gas
12 em ssi ons.
13 But even this proposal falls short of what is
14 needed to neet the country's conmtnents to addressing
15 the climte energency. |Instead, EPA should strengthen
16 its alternative proposal even further with fewer
17 | oophol es and tighter stringency standards that set us
18 on a path to 100 percent zero em ssion vehicle sal es by
19  2030.
20 The recent I PCC report was intended to be a Code
21  Red wakeup call for the world. EPA needs to toughen
22 this proposal to make it up to the chall enge.
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1 Thank you.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 The next speaker will be Geg Harned. You nmay now

4 unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
5 the record.

6 MR. HARNED. Good afternoon and thank you for the
7 opportunity to testify.

8 My nane is Geg Harned, and |'m a Legal Fell ow

9 wth the dimte Law Institute at the Center for

10 Biological Diversity.

11 In addition to increasing the stringency of the
12 standards, as ny coll eague just advocated, EPA should
13 renove the nunmerous conpliance | oopholes fromthe

14 credit systemthat will undermne this rule's em ssions
15 reducti ons.

16 El ectric vehicles are here, effective, and

17 becom ng increasingly affordable. By 2023, EVs are

18 projected to achieve cost parity with internal

19 conbustion engi ne vehicles and nultiple studies,

20 including one fromthe Argonne National Lab, show that
21 EVs are already cheaper to maintain than | CEVs.

22 Simlarly, vehicle range and charging
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1 infrastructure has steadily increased, making EVs an

2 attractive option for many consuners. The driving

3 force behind the slow adoption of EVs is therefore not

4 the practicality or cost of EVs but, rather, the

5 reluctance of obstinant autonmakers to adopt new

6 technol ogi es and mar ket EVs.

7 EPA shoul d conpletely end the use of the credit

8 multipliers for EVs. The proposed nmultiplier cap and

9 2025 sunset provision are insufficient limts on a

10 credit systemthat was set to expire in Mdel Year

11 2021. Wthout accounting for good em ssions from

12 electricity generation, the multipliers for EVs failed
13 to accurately reflect em ssions savings and ultimately
14 overestimate the reductions.

15 Furt hernore, EPA should not allow manufacturers to
16 carry forward nodel year credits for 2016 and 2020 into
17 Mbdel Years 2023 and 2026. The 2016 to 2020 credit

18 system served its purpose by pronoting EV production

19 and autonakers have had sufficient tinme and opportunity
20 to use existing credits.

21 Extending the credit's lifetinmes, as they were set
22 to expire, is a blatant unwarranted handout to the
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1 slowest adapting autonmakers. It provides no real
2 benefit to consuners in the formof decreased
3 emssions, increased EV sales, or cheaper vehicles.
4 Li kew se, the credits for full-sized pickups is a
5 big give-away to the Big 3 autonmakers. Recent trends
6 in SUW and pickup sales are the result of autonmakers'
7 deplorable decision to shift production and heavily
8 market vehicles that were cheaper to produce because of
9 their larger size and | ooser em ssion standards. By
10 providing a pickup truck credit, EPA is not actually
11  serving consuners best interests but instead
12 propagati ng a production trend driven by manufacturer
13 greed.
14 Lastly, rather than expanding the off-cycle and AC
15 credit systens, EPA should update its testing
16 conditions to accurately reflect real-world vehicle
17 em ssions. Sending credits to technol ogi es who
18 supposed benefits are not captured by current testing
19 nmethods risks inaccurately estinmating the en ssions
20 saved fromthose technol ogi es and presents an
21  opportunity for automakers to programtheir cars to
22 cheat the test system
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1 Renovi ng t hese | oophol es and adopti ng stronger
2 standards is a crucial step in achieving President
3 Biden's 2030 and 2050 em ssions goals.
4 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
3) M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.
6 The next speaker will be Liz Scott. You may now
7 unmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
8 the record.
9 M5. SCOIT: Thank you.
10 Good afternoon. M nane is Liz Scott, and | am
11  speaking to you today on behalf of the American Lung
12 Association and the mllions of lung health patients
13 that deserve cl eaner air.
14 | want to quickly say that | appreciate that EPA
15 is nmoving forward with undoing the roll back of
16 greenhouse gas standards for light-duty vehicles that
17  occurred in the previous Adm nistration.
18 As ny col | eagues have noted here today, we are
19 calling on EPAto finalize this rule this year and to
20 make sure it maxim zes the health benefits and
21  em ssions reductions.
22 The final standards nust not include | oophol es
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 159
1 that result in em ssions reductions on paper that don't
2 end up benefiting public health in practice.
3 | want to spend the remai nder of ny short tine
4 today tal king about the responsibility EPA has to
S protect and inprove public health by setting even
6 stronger standards in the future.
7 St andards under this rule are a necessary step but
8 arelimted to Model Years 2023 to 2026. W need to
9 see nore health-protective standards beyond that.
10 In the Executive Order on Strengthening Anerican
11  Leadership and G ean Cars and Trucks, the President
12 directed EPA to establish new nulti-pollutant em ssions
13 standards for light- and nediumduty vehicles covering
14 Model Years 2026 to 2030.
15 Setting up nore protective standards now wi | |
16 ensure that the nation is on track to neet the
17 President's goal of having 50 percent on passenger
18 vehicles be zero em ssion in 2030.
19 We encourage EPA to nove quickly to finalize this
20 current rule and begin the process of future standards
21 without delay.
22 Pollution fromcars is helping to drive climte
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1 change which can lead to nore excessive heat |ike what
2 we've seen across the country and the gl obe in recent
3 nonths and the rise in intensity of extrenme weat her
4 events and wi ldfires.
3) Setting strong greenhouse gas standards for cars
6 and light trucks is only part of the solution towards a
7 healthier future.
8 A report released by the Anerican Lung Associ ati on
9 in Septenber of 2020 found that transitioning the
10 nation to electric light- and heavy-duty vehicles
11 power ed by non-conbustion renewabl e energy woul d | ead
12 to a $113 mllion in climte benefits annually by 2050.
13 G eenhouse gases are not the only poll utant
14 released by tailpipes. Ar pollutants released from
15 cars contribute to ozone and particul ate matter
16  pollution which both have direct health inpacts,
17  particularly for vul nerabl e popul ations, |ike those
18 wth existing |ung disease.
19 Qur Road to Cean Air Report also found that a
20 transition to electric vehicles would yield $72 billion
21 in health benefits annually by 2050.
22 To sumup nmy remarks to you today, we appreciate
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1 that this Admnistration is reversing the roll back of
2 greenhouse gas standards for light-duty vehicles and
3 call on you to finalize these standards this year,
4  ensuring they maxim ze the benefits to health.
S Further, we urge EPA to prioritize setting strong
6 |ight-duty standards for Mdel Years 2026 to 2030, plus
7 heavy-duty vehicle standards, that drive the nationw de
8 transition to zero em ssion vehicles.
9 W also will never pass up an opportunity to call
10 for the support of transitioning the transportation
11 sector to electric vehicles as soon as possible to set
12 the nation on a path towards a healthier future.
13 Thank you for your tine.
14 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
15 The next speaker will be Laura Bender. You nay
16 now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation
17 for the record.
18 M5. BENDER H . M nane is Laura T. Bender. [|I'm
19 the National Vice President for Healthy Air at the
20 Anerican Lung Associ ation.
21 Qur missionis to save lives by inproving |ung
22  health and preventing lung disease, and | thank you for
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1 your tine today.

2 The Anerican Lung Association puts a high priority
3 on pushing for policies that drive our nationw de

4 transition to zero em ssion vehicles, as you' ve heard.
S EPA' s proposal is a critical step on the road to
6 the zero emssion future that we're calling for. As

7 you've heard fromny coll eagues, we urge EPA to make

8 this proposed rule as strong as possible to maxim ze

9 its health benefits and to keep out | oopholes or credit
10 schenes so that the rule doesn't lead to health harns
11  that could have been avoi ded.

12 It also neans finalizing the rule this year and

13 then noving to set stronger standards for future |ight-
14 duty vehicles as well as stronger standards for heavy-
15 duty vehicl es.

16 Today, |'d like to use ny tinme to highlight the

17 breadth of the support of the health community for

18 cl eani ng up greenhouse gas eni ssions from vehi cl es.

19 Cimate change is a health energency. | imagine
20 many of you on the line today are personally

21  experiencing sone of those inpacts right now, just |ike

22 mllions of Anmericans across the country.

V7 Trustpoint.One  Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 163
1 We know that these inpacts will get dramatically
2 worse without strong federal action. |In fact, we often
3 hear from physicians and nurses that they are seeing
4 the inpacts of climte change on their patients right
5  now.
6 We hear about direct lung health concerns wth
7 student athletes who are exposed too often to wldfire
8 snoke or parents who have to choose to keep their kids
9 fromplaying outside at all on hazardous air days, and
10 we hear about a whole array of other inpacts affecting
11  everything from cardi ovascul ar health to nental health.
12 That's why heal th and nedi cal organi zati ons have
13  been spending years rallying support for cleaner cars.
14 | n 2017, the Lung Association wote a |letter to EPA and
15 NHTSA signed by nore than 700 nedical and health
16 professionals fromacross the nation urging both
17 agencies to i nplenent strong state and federal advanced
18 clean car regulations to protect public health.
19 In 2018, we joined nore than 90 national, state,
20 and local health and nedi cal organi zations in
21  commenting agai nst the SAFE Rul e Act.
22 Earlier this year, the Lung Association and 13
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1 national health and nedi cal organizations, including

2 the Anerican Public Health Association, the National

3 Association of County and City Health Professionals,

4 the Medical Society, Consortiumon Health, and the

5 Anmerican Psychol ogical Association all sent a letter to
6 President Biden calling on himto set the strongest

7 possible em ssions standards to protect public health.
8 We asked the Adm nistration to act urgently to

9 ensure the sane or better greenhouse gas eni ssions

10 reductions schedul ed to be achi eved under the Cbama-era
11  standards and then set stronger standards through at

12 | east Mbdel Year 2030.

13 And just last nonth, a robust contingent of the

14  health community submtted commented to EPA in support
15 of state authority to set stronger cleaner car

16 standards, including 28 national, state, and | ocal

17 health and nedi cal organi zati ons and dozens of health
18 professionals. 1In fact, sonme of the organi zations

19 represented are testifying today and tonorrow.

20 Climate change is a health energency but it's also
21  a health opportunity. That's why the health comunity

22  supports cleaning up our nation's vehicles because it
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1 not only addresses climte change but al so provides
2 immediate benefits to health by elimnating dangerous
3 tail pipe pollution.
4 The nation urgently needs to reduce greenhouse
S5 gases fromtransportation to avoid the worst health
6 inpacts of climate change. A nationwide transition to
7 zero em ssion vehicles has the potential to provide
8 immediate benefits to health and to equity.
9 We call on you to drive that transition with this
10 rul emaki ng and with future ones.
11 Thank you.
12 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
13 Qur next speaker will be Bob Yuhnke. You may now
14  unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
15 the record.
16 MR. YUHNKE: Hello. M nane is Bob Yuhnke. |
17  serve on the Policy Teamat Elders Cimte Action and
18 U.S. Cimte NetworKk.
19 Today, |'mrepresenting the 15,6000 el ders at
20 Elders Cimte Action where | dedicated to | eaving a
21  |ivable planet for our grandchildren. W cannot do
22  that alone. Qur grandchildren need your help.
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1 The world's climate scientists have provided the

2 targets that we need to neet: cut half of our

3 greenhouse gas eni ssions by 2030 and achi eve zero

4 em ssions no later than 2050.

3) Presi dent Biden's Executive Order on January 21st

6 commtted to creating a zero em ssion econony in the

7 United States by 2050.

8 We al so need your help to nake the air in our

9 cities safe for our grandchildren to breathe. W have
10 201 urban counties holding the popul ati on of over 140
11 mllion Anericans. They're in violation of either the
12 ozone standard or the particul ate standard or both.

13 Qur cities are not a safe place to raise our grandkids
14 and we need your help to solve that problem too.

15 This rul e package fails to lay out a path to

16 achieve these targets. The path to zero em ssions and
17 air quality safe for our grandkids to breathe requires
18 that we replace fossil fuel-burning vehicles with zero
19 em ssion vehicles as soon as possi bl e.

20 This is not a technol ogi cal chall enge any | onger.
21  That chall enge has been net. W now know how to get to
22 zero emssions with vehicles that serve the needs of
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1 nost Anericans. Wat's missing is the commtnent to
2 deploy the technology to achieve the benefits that are
3 available frominplenenting that technol ogy.
4 We ask you to join California in establishing
5 sales targets for zero em ssion vehicles beginning wth
6 the 2026 Mbdel Year. O her speakers have spoken to the
7 fact that the industry has been on a path of devel oping
8 zero em ssion vehicles for nore than a decade. They
9 are quite capable of neeting a zero em ssion vehicle
10 sales target. W need you to require themto do that.
11 Sales targets are inportant to ensure that all
12 automekers are on the path to a zero em ssion econony.
13 At this point, you cite in the record that five
14  automekers are commtted to that call, but that |eaves
15 many ot her aut omakers who are not conmtted to that
16 goal. They nust be brought into line with achieving
17 the goals laid out by the President for zero em ssion
18 econony to evol ve.
19 Sales targets are al so necessary for autonakers to
20 know that they will have a market for vehicles that
21 will justify their investnment in supply chains needed
22 for the production of batteries and fuel cells to neet
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1 the overall needs of our econony.
2 Sales targets, ranping up to a hundred percent of
3 sales, nust be set to ensure that vehicles are
4 available in tinme to replace the 280 mllion internal
S5 conbustion engine vehicles that are on the road in the
6 United States today before 2050.
7 This rule does not start on that path. That is
8 our primary concern, that the agency has not laid out a
9 strategy which would be inplenented initially by the
10 first steps taken by this rule to achieve either a zero
11  em ssion econony or achieve the em ssion reductions in
12 the co-pollutants that are necessary to nake our cities
13 safe.
14 Zero em ssions vehicles reduce both the greenhouse
15 gas em ssions and the pollutants that contribute to
16 ozone formation and particul ate exposures. QOzone non-
17 attai nnent has been an intractable problemsince the
18 beginning of the Clean Air Act back in the 1960s. W
19 have not sol ved that problem
20 We have seen in fact that with rising
21 tenperatures, ozone concentrations in many Anmerican
22 cities are now becom ng worse. They're happening. CQur
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1 wviolation days are increasing in nunber and the peak
2 concentrations during the summers are rising.
3 Those i npacts of climte warm ng have to be sol ved
4 by replacing our internal conbustion engi ne vehicles.
5 Vehicles are the | argest source of em ssions that
6 contribute to ozone formation. Only the elimnation of
7 those em ssions will solve that problem
8 So we ask you to reconsider the rule beginning
9 wth the Model Year 2026 for the purpose of setting in
10 notion a zero em ssion nandate that will ultimtely
11 Jlead to the replacenent of the internal conbustion
12 engine in the United States and the problens of both
13 climte change and dirty air that are associated wth
14 the em ssions of those vehicles.
15 Thank you.
16 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
17 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
18 receive a notification on your screen that you are
19 being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly before
20 your speaking tinme. You nust accept that invitation to
21  be able to unnmute when you are called to testify. This
22 wll also allow you to turn on your canera which we
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1 encourage you to do.
2 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
3 their phones when called to testify.
4 If you are having technical difficulties, please
5 send an e-mail to public_hearing@bt.assoc.com or call
6 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but
7 you would like to speak tonorrow, August 26th, please
8 send an e-nmail with your name and phone nunber to
9 public_hearing@btassoc.comor call 919-294-7712.
10 The next speaker will be Christopher Harto. You
11 may now unnmute and pl ease state your nane and
12 affiliation for the record.
13 MR. HARTO Thank you for the opportunity to
14 testify today.
15 My nane is Christopher Harto, and |I'ma Seni or
16  Policy Analyst at Consuner Reports.
17 CR supports EPA' s efforts to reverse the previous
18 Administration's disastrous roll back and reinstate
19 strong light-duty vehicle greenhouse gas standards.
20 However, we believe that this proposal does not go
21  far enough to neet the climate chall enge ahead of us
22 and will only recover about 75 percent of the consuner
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1 and climate benefits of the original Cbana/Bi den
2 standards.
3 Consuner Reports has three primary asks of EPA as
4 you nove to quickly finalize this rul emaking.
3) Nunmber 1, Adopt your Alternative 2. Nunber 2,
6 Increase the stringency of the standard in 2026 by 10
7 granms per mle. Nunber 3, Rein in credits and
8 | oopholes that underm ne the real-world benefits of the
9 rule.
10 EPA's own anal ysis shows that Alternative 2 wl|
11 result in greater net benefits and CR agrees. This
12 alternative essentially matches the stringency of the
13  origi nal Cbanma/Bi den standards whi ch autonakers al ready
14 agreed to al nost a decade ago.
15 Furt hernore, trends have shown that declining
16  conpliance costs and growth in electrification wll
17 make neeting this |level of stringency even easier.
18 There is no strong justification for setting a strong
19 standard weaker than Alternative 2.
20 CR al so supports increasing the stringency of the
21 2026 standard by 10 grams per mle. According to EPA's
22 own analysis, the current proposal wll result in |less
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1 than 10 percent electrification in 2026, putting the
2 US fleet well behind both automakers and the
3 President's stated goal of achieving 50 percent
4 electrification in 2030.
S I ncreasing the stringency in 2026 wll provide
6 automakers wth sufficient lead tine for factoring
7 these stronger standards into their production plans
8 while putting the U S. on a better trajectory to neet
9 our climte commtnents.
10 CR al so asks EPA to strongly consider further
11 limting credits and nmultipliers that reduce the
12 effectiveness of the rule. Wile CR applauds EPA s
13 effort to greatly limt the harm done by electric
14 vehicle multipliers, these multipliers by EPA's own
15 analysis do not increase electrification and should be
16  elim nated.
17 CR al so questions that expansion of the off-cycle
18 credit cap without putting into place stronger
19 requirenents to ensure that these technol ogies actually
20 deliver real-world benefits.
21 Wthout sufficient verification of the em ssions
22  savings, these credits have the potential to be a
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1 massive give-away to automakers with technol ogi es that
2 don't deliver real-world benefits.
3 Finally, giving 20 grans per mle and extra
4 credits for a technol ogy narketed as "power boost"
S which only increases fuel econony by two mles per
6 gallon but increases horsepower by over a hundred
7 horsepower is unwarranted.
8 At this nonment, you have a historic opportunity to
9 nmake a difference in the lives of all Anericans and we
10 urge you to seize on it by setting the strongest
11  possible standards to address this clinmate energency.
12 Thank you for your tine.
13 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
14 The next speaker will be Brian Jennings. Please
15 state your nane and affiliation for the record.
16 MR. JENNI NGS: (Good afternoon. M nanme is Brian
17 Jennings, and |'mthe CEO of the Anerican Coalition for
18 Ethanol. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
19 Since nearly all of the 270 mllion |ight-duty
20 vehicles on U S. roads today run on liquid fuel, it
21 woul d seemreasonable that in order to significantly
22 cut C2 emssions fromtheir tail pipes, consideration
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1 nust be given to the fuel powering the engines,
2 including steps to replace petroleumw th | ower carbon
3 and higher octane alternatives, such as ethanol.
4 | nstead, EPA inpractically suggests vehicle
S greenhouse gas emn ssions can be reduced nerely by
6 plugging nore vehicles into the grid w thout nuch
7 consideration to how the electricity powering those
8 cars is generated.
9 | will be the first to admt that when electric
10  vehicles are actually charged with | ow carbon power
11  sources, they could play a neaningful role in reducing
12 greenhouse gas emni ssions, but electric vehicles
13 conprise just two percent of all light-duty vehicles on
14  the road today and nost of themare hybrid that also
15 use liquid fuels.
16 In other words, even as EV sal es increase,
17 Americans wll continue to rely upon billions of
18 gallons of liquid fuels for decades to cone.
19 Therefore, this proposal nust replace (audio glitch)
20 greater evidence, on inproving the quality of liquid
21 fuel, and the role that | ow carbon/hi gh-octane et hanol
22 can play in nmaking significant greenhouse reductions in
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1 the near term
2 Don't just take ny word for it. |In January, the
3 Rhodi um Goup rel eased a conpelling report indicating
4 that even under the npbst aggressive sal es scenari o0s,
S5 EVs alone will not achieve net zero em ssions by md-
6 century. Rhodi um expl ai ned that neeting this goal
7 also depends on decarbonizing |liquid fuels and CAFE
8 greenhouse standards.
9 This was foll owed by an equal |l y-conpelling report
10 by Harvard indicating that just average corn ethanol
11  greenhouse gas emni ssions are already 50 percent cleaner
12t han gasoli ne.
13 Truth be told, many (audio glitch) are on a
14 trajectory to reach both net zero and net negative
15 emssions in the not-too-distant future. |If the
16 overarching goal is net zero em ssions by md-century,
17 let's start making progress right now by taking ful
18 advantage of the 15 billion gallons of donestically-
19 produced et hanol avail able today as an affordabl e way
20 to boost octane and neani ngfully reduce greenhouse gas
21  em ssions from gasoline-powered engi nes.
22 | have three recommendations as | concl ude ny
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1 remarks. Number 1, EPA should establish a m ninum
2 research octane nunber rating for fuel in the range of
3 98 to 100 RONwith 25 to 30 percent ethanol and provide
4 autonakers with the corresponding circ fuel option for
S engine testing purposes.
6 Nunmber 2, Adopt the | atest Departnent of Energy
7 CREET nodel with respect to the Iife cycle greenhouse
8 gas em ssions of ethanol and other transportation
9 fuels.
10 And finally, instead of putting your thunb on the
11 scale to favor electric vehicles through nultipliers
12 and incentives, establish a technol ogy-neutral approach
13 that also provides automakers with incentives to
14 continue producing flexible fuel vehicles and vehicles
15 optim zed to run on higher-octane bl ends.
16 Thank you very nuch.
17 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
18 The next speaker will be Carol yn Seaman. You nay
19 now unnmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
20 for the record.
21 M5. SEAMAN:  Thank you for the opportunity to
22  speak today.
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1 My nane is Carolyn Seaman, and | amtestifying as
2 a private citizen.
3 Pl ease adopt Alternative 2 which would lead to
4 cleaner air. | have lived with asthma nost of ny life
5 and need clean air to survive.
6 Wien | was growing up in Los Angeles in the 1970s,
7  there were nmany days that | had to go to the hospital
8 fromasthma attacks because of the air pollution. |
9 was close to death nore than once.
10 The air quality has inproved since then, but we
11  need to continue to set high standards for autonakers.
12 MW life depends on it and now so does the life of ny
13 young ni ece who al so has ast hma.
14 For all of us with respiratory problens, stronger
15 em ssion standards for cars are a matter of |ife and
16 death. | have a plug-in hybrid car now and woul d never
17 go back to a | owm | eage gas-powered car. | charge it
18 with electricity generated by the solar panels on ny
19 house. Not only am| no longer contributing to deadly
20 pollution but I am saving noney on gas and mai nt enance.
21 W all need to do our part go nake the world a
22 healthier place to live.
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1 Pl ease reinstate the Cbana/Bi den federal standards

2 wth Aliternative 2 and set even stronger ones through

3 the next decade.

4 Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.

3) M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.

6 The next speaker will be Susan Pate. Please state

7 your nane and affiliation for the record.

8 M5. PATEE H . M nane is Susan Pate. |I'ma

9 retired conputer systens engi neer.

10 | have two children, three grandchildren, one with
11  asthma, but I'mvery concerned for their future. |

12 want themto have an earth to walk on and clean air to
13 breathe and so that's why |'mtestifying today.

14 | relocated from Phoenix to a suburb of St. Louis
15 about 15 years ago. | subsequently installed a sol ar
16 water heater about 13 years ago and have been so very
17 pleased with howit runs. |It's only after two or three
18 days of no sun that | have to go to nmy backup

19 electricity for the solar water heater in order to take
20 a warm shower.

21 Because of this experience, | recently ordered an
22 electric car, but it's better than electric because
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 179
1 it's run by solar energy. The car will run and I
2  bought a | ower car because of the prices, but | bought
3 a car for under 30,000 that will get nme 40 mles per
4 gallon on sunshine and if | need to recharge ny
S battery, | do so by plugging into a regular outlet. W
6 don't need any special stations for recharging, and I
7 love this option, and | think we would have zero, that
8 is, none em ssions by using solar energy to run our
9 cars.
10 | really think that's so cool and it's good for
11 not only our atnosphere but al so our ground because
12 we're not going to be drilling for oil, we're not going
13 to be fracking and causi ng earthquakes, and it's going
14 to be so nmuch | ess expensi ve.
15 So | would like to just urge you to actually nake
16 the standards nore stringent for auto em ssions and
17 renove that -- well, add the Alternative 2 so that
18 nobody has a way to get out of neeting your standards.
19 Thank you for letting nme talk today and good | uck.
20 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
21 The next speaker will be George Agortsas. You nay
22 now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 180
1 for the record.
2 MR. AGORTSAS: Thank you.
3 Good afternoon. Thank you for the opportunity to
4 testify today. M nane is George Agortsas, and thank
5 you for pronouncing ny last nane really well. |'mhere
6 today as a private citizen. M background is in
7 engineering. | worked for Western Digital in Southern
8 California.
9 | support the swift action on clean cars and urge
10 the EPA to adopt the npbst stringent standards that
11 woul d deliver greater environnental benefits and
12 savings to consuners.
13 Fundanentally, |'mhere today to share ny concern
14 about the future of our children and grandchildren. |
15 want to | eave thema better world so they can thrive.
16 | believe it's difficult to thrive when you're
17 dealing with health issues related to air pollution.
18 It's difficult to thrive when the extrenes in weat her
19 create dangerous environment. It's difficult to thrive
20 when economcally we're burdened with the aftereffects,
21  including increased nedical costs, increased costs to
22 address nore and nore disasters, and costs to address
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1 displaced famlies due to climte change, and ot her
2 disasters.
3 That's ny main notivation. | really, really want
4 to leave a better planet for our children and
S5 grandchildren and those that follow
6 Lastly, we have been | eaders in the industrialized

7 world in devel oping technol ogi es and thriving
8 economcally fromthe | eadership we've shown over the

9 last 100 years.

10 | feel that sane | eadership can be | everaged and
11  can be used to inplenent technologies. | believe the
12 technologies are available. | don't believe that we

13 have an issue of not having technol ogi es avail abl e.

14 It's about adoption of those technol ogi es as fast
15 as possible to benefit the planet and to benefit

16 ourselves in the end not only fromair pollution but
17 al so econom cal ly.

18 As we nmade the transformati on when we were

19 industrializing, we can make the sane transformation
20 away from a carbon-based econony and we have the

21  ability to do so. Al it takes is w |l power.

22 | ook to you and our | eaders to provide that

V7 Trustpoint.One  Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 182
1 wllpower and provide that |eadership so we can
2 accelerate our transition out of a carbon-based
3 econony.
4 Therefore, | urge the EPA to adopt these stringent
S5 qguidelines for the autonotive industry, transportation
6 industry, so we can reduce em ssions because | believe
7 we can nmake a difference in the world not only for our
8 children but also for others as we've done in the past.
9 | know we're capable. W just need the will power.
10 On a personal note, | want to share, and | know
11 not everybody has the nmeans to do this, but over the
12 Jast 10 years, |'ve had three hones and have had sol ar
13 panels on all three. So technology is there. Again,
14 it's a matter of econom cs for not everybody can afford
15 sol ar panel s.
16 |'ve al so had hybrid vehicles up until 2008 and
17 then since 2008 we've gone all electric vehicles and as
18 others have nentioned, it's very convenient, it's very
19 cost-effective, and we just need the | eadership to
20 drive the adoption of the avail abl e technol ogy.
21 At the end of the day, ny belief, ny first belief
22 js that's all it will take for us to get ourselves out
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1 of the current situation we've created over the |ast

2 hundred years.

3 Thank you for your tine. | appreciate the

4  opportunity to speak.

3) M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.

6 The next speaker will be Vanessa Lynch. You may

7 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation

8 for the record.

9 M5. LYNCH  Absolutely. Thank you all for this

10 ammzi ng opportunity to testify today and join all these
11 ot her voices saying inportant and thoughtful things

12 about how we can support our future generations.

13 My nane is Vanessa Lynch, and |'ma Field

14  Organi zer in Pennsylvania for Mons Clean Air Force. |
15 live in the Pittsburgh area with ny husband and two

16  chil dren.

17 "' masking the Environnental Protection Agency to
18 choose the strongest option for their Late Mdel Light-
19 Duty Greenhouse Gas Em ssions Standard which avoids all
20 | oophol es for autonakers.

21 The | atest Intergovernnental Panel on Cinmate

22 Change Report summarizes the State of the Science on
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1 dimte Change confirmng climate change is w despread,
2 rapid, and intensifying. The report paints a grim
3 picture of our world's future unless sw ft and strong
4 action is taken imediately to curb the pollution
5 causing global climte change.
6 The transportation sector is the |argest source of
7 carbon pollution in the U S W cannot address the
8 climate crisis wthout noving decisively to zero
9 pollution vehicles electrified by zero pollution
10 electric power sources.
11 I n Pennsyl vania, clinmate change is clearly nmaking
12 an inpact. The Pennsylvani a Depart nent of
13  Environnmental Protection reports the state has the
14 hi ghest nunber of Lyne di sease cases in the nation,
15 triple the nunber of cases from 10 years ago.
16 If you talk to famlies in Southwest PA, it's not
17 if you know soneone who's been inpacted but, rather,
18 how severe were those inpacts. Fromshort-term
19 antibiotic treatnment to long-termjoint pain and
20 swelling, inflanmation of the brain and spinal cord and
21 nerve pain, ny neighbors and friends have experienced
22 themall.
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1 In ny local community, |andslides and ngjor rain
2 events are becom ng nuch nore frequent. Qur famly was
3 recently forced to install an interior French drain in
4  our basenent due to major flooding. Mld and m | dew
S growth caused maj or hone repair issues and health
6 concerns as a result of the increase in rain to our
7 region and these inpacts are felt by each of us,
8 regular American citizens across the country.
9 From 2010 to 2020, Pennsyl vani a experi enced 37
10 extrene weat her events, costing the state up to $10
11 billion in damages, those creating the increasing
12 financial burden climte change is becomng to
13 Pennsylvania's famlies.
14 In order to set us on the path to 100 percent zero
15 emi ssions new vehicle sales by 2035, the near-term
16 standards for climate pollution nust be as strong as
17 possible and in order to protect famlies |like mne
18 fromthe nost dire inpacts of climte change, the
19 Environnmental Protection Agency nust take bold and
20 anbitious action at every opportunity to protect our
21 children's health and future.
22 Thank you.
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1 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
2 The next speaker wll be Kindra Wid. You may now
3 unnute and please state your nane and affiliation for
4 the record.
3) M5. WEID: H . Good afternoon. M nane is Kendra
6  Weid.
7 M5. THOMWPSON: Sorry. Didn't nail that one.
8 M5. VEID: | am first and forenost, a very
9 concerned and passi onate person about the planet and
10 also | care about others. | ama critical care
11 registered nurse and |I'm al so speaki ng on behalf of M
12 Air M Health. W are a nonprofit bipartisan coalition
13 of health professionals, nostly nurses, who advocate
14  for clean air in Mchigan. W believe that everyone
15 deserves to breathe clean and healthy air.
16 As many have already pointed out, |I'mgoing to be
17 stating a lot of things that have al ready been said,
18 but we're all well aware that the transportation sector
19 is the largest emtter of greenhouse gas em ssions and
20 also air pollution that inpacts public health.
21 For the record, M Air M Health fully supports
22 the U S. EPA s proposal to tighten greenhouse gas
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standards for passenger cars, SUVs, and |ight trucks

2 for Mdels 2023 to 2026, replacing the SAFE Vehi cl es

3  Rule.

4 However, we also feel that it's critical to push
5 even further and we call on you today to set nuch

6 stronger standards covering cars, SUVs, and |ight

7 trucks through at |east 2030.

8 W are in the mdst of a climate crisis and

9 emssions contributing to climte change need to be

10 elimnated as quickly as possible. The tine to act was
11  yesterday and we are already seeing these effects as

12 evidenced by the floods in Detroit this sumrer, nost

13 recently in Tennessee over this past weekend, wldfires
14 along the Western Coast, extrene heat events, severe
15 drought. The |list of exanples goes on and on.

16 Climate change poses very serious threats to

17 public health and to the lives of all Americans,

18 especially our nost vul nerable, our kids, older adults,
19 lowincone comunities, BIPOC conmunities, and people
20 |living with chronic diseases which is who | see in the
21  hospital.

22 This is a public health enmergency and we need to
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1 do everything we can to drive down these em ssions from
2 all sectors but especially the transportation sector.

3 As a nurse in the ICU during this pandem c, | have
4 wtnessed and continue to witness patients with chronic
5 underlying heart and lung conditions, nmany of which

6 could be attributed to or are worsened by their

7 environnment and their exposure to transportation

8 em ssions, based on their proximty to very large

9 transportation corridors.

10 Research from Harvard University denonstrated this
11 link between | ong-term exposure to air pollution and

12 increased nortality from COVI D 19.

13 Again, M Air M Health fully supports quickly

14  finalizing today's proposal to nove forward with strong
15 anbiti ous greenhouse gas and fuel efficiency standards
16 for cars, light trucks, and SUVs.

17 W& encour age even nore aggressive action. Qur

18 environnent, public health, and our nost vul nerable

19 populations can't afford to be idle on this issue, and
20 | hope that you feel the urgency that | feel. Everyone
21 deserves to breathe clean and healthy air.

22 Thank you. | apol ogi ze.
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1 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
2 The next speaker will be Geoff Cooper. You nay
3  now unnmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
4  for the record.
5 MR. COOPER Ckay. Well, thank you, and good
6 afternoon.
7 My nane is Geoff Cooper, and | amthe President
8 and CEO of the Renewabl e Fuels Association. The RFA is
9 the leading voice for Anmerica' s ethanol industry and
10 our mssion is to advance the devel opnent, producti on,
11 and use of | ow carbon renewable fuels, |ike ethanol.
12 W appreciate the opportunity to share our
13  thoughts on EPA's proposed rule today and we will be
14  submtting nore detailed coments in witing.
15 We al so endorse the remarks delivered earlier
16 today by Senator Tom Daschle, who's the Chairman of the
17 H gh Octane Low Carbon Alliance, of which RFAis a
18  foundi ng nenber.
19 RFA bel i eves wel | -desi gned fuel econony and
20 greenhouse gas standards can work in tandemwth
21  prograns, like the renewable fuels standard, to
22 significantly reduce fossil fuel consunption, inprove
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1 public health, and conbat clinmate change.
2 If our nation is to reach its goal of net zero
3 greenhouse gas em ssions by md-century, we'll need
4  Dboth cleaner, nore efficient cars and cl eaner, nore
S efficient fuels, and that's why the nenbers of ny
6 organization recently commtted to achieving net zero
7 carbon footprint for ethanol by 2050 or sooner.
8 Unfortunately, we believe EPA's proposal fails to
9 recognize that the fuels we put into our engines can
10 have as nuch or nore inpact on fuel econony and
11  greenhouse gas eni ssions as the engine technol ogi es
12 thensel ves.
13 We believe the proposal mssed a critical
14  opportunity to solicit public comment on potenti al
15 requl atory pat hways for adopting hi gh-octane/l ow carbon
16 |liquid fuels as a neans of inproving fuel econony and
17 reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions fromthe |ight-duty
18 vehicle fleet.
19 Recent studi es and anal yses, including the
20 Departnent of Energy's Conprehensive CoOpti ma Research
21 Program clearly show that ethanol -based hi gh-
22 octane/l ow carbon fuels can increase fuel efficiency by
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1 five to nine percent and reduce |life-cycle greenhouse
2 gas em ssions per mle by nine percent or nore when
3 paired with the right engine technol ogi es.
4 Wiy woul d we | eave those | ow cost efficiency gains
5 and em ssions reductions on the table, especially when
6 we all know liquid fuels and internal conbustion
7 engines will continue to domnate |ight-duty
8 transportation for decades to cone?
9 We al so note that EPA's Techni cal Assessnent of
10 the proposed CO2 standards assunes "broader
11  availability of high-conpression ratio technol ogies."
12 EPA assunes those hi gh-conpression engines wll be
13 necessary to achieve the '23 through '26 fuel econony
14 requirenents.
15 EPA' s proposal notes that an engine w th high-
16  conpression natural aspiration and direct injection is
17 "a very cost-effective internal conbustion engine
18 technology that is in use today and ready for broader
19 application.”
20 But what the proposal fails to nention is that
21 those engines that utilize high-conpression ratio
22 technology will require higher-octane fuels to prevent
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1 premature fuel ignition.
2 In other words, the proposed rule counts on broad
3 depl oynent of high-conpression ratio engines that wll
4  require high-octane fuel but does nothing to ensure
5 that those high-octane fuels wll actually be produced
6 or available in the marketpl ace.
7 Because EPA' s relying on these engi ne technol ogi es
8 to deliver the fuel efficiency gains and eni ssions
9 reductions necessary to neet future standards, we
10 believe discussion of the high-octane fuels that enable
11  these technologies is well within the scope of this
12 rul emaki ng process and we woul d urge you to treat any
13 witten comments you receive regarding the role of
14 octane as germane to this rul emaki ng.
15 We al so ask that the final rule include a
16 statenent expressing the agency's intent to consider
17 adoption of a high-octane fuel in the range of 98 to
18 100 RON as part of a future rulenmaking to establish
19 standards for 2027 and beyond.
20 Thank you and | ook forward to any questi ons.
21 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
22 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
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1 receive a notification on your screen that you are
2 being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly before
3 your speaking tine. You nust accept that invitation to
4 Dbe able to unnmute your call to testify. This wll also
5 allowyou to turn on your canera which we encourage you
6 to do.
7 Speakers connected by phone should unnute their
8 phones when called to testify.
9 If you are having technical difficulties, please
10 send an e-mail to public_heari ng@btassoc.com or cal
11 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak but
12 you would like to speak tonorrow, August 26th, please
13 send an e-mail with your nanme and phone nunber to
14 public_heari ng@bt.assoc.comor call 919-294-7712.
15 W will now nove on to the next speaker bl ock.
16 Speaker Bl ock 4
17 M5. THOMPSON: The next speaker will be Jeff
18 Alson. You may now unmute and pl ease state your nane
19 and affiliation for the record.
20 MR. ALSON: Thank you.
21 My nane is Jeff Alson, and |I'm speaki ng on behal f
22 of the Environnmental Protection Network, a group of
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nore than 550 EPA alumi volunteering their tinme to

2 protect the integrity of EPA, human health, and the

3 environnent.

4 From 1978 to 2018, | was a seni or engi neer and

5 policy advisor at EPA's Ofice of Transportation Air

6 Quality, and | worked extensively on the cl ean car

7 standards.

8 EPN strongly believes that EPA's top priority nust
9 be a post-2026 rule to establish a clear regulatory

10 requirenment to achieve near 100 percent zero eni ssions
11  car and light truck sales by 2035.

12 Transportation is the | eading source of U S GHG
13 and it takes about 15 years of new car sales to turn
14  over the fleet. |If the U S is to reach the |PCC goal
15 of net zero em ssions by 2050, it's inperative that EPA
16 pronul gate standards to transformthe new car fleet to
17 zero em ssions vehicles by 2035, providing critical

18 reqgulatory certainty and lead tine and a | evel playing
19 field for autonakers to be EV | eaders w thout worrying
20 that others may drag their feet.

21 EPN strongly supports the proposed 2023 to 2026

22 standards as an inportant building block and the
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1  mninmmneeded to establish a foundation for a strong
2 2035 rule. Any changes should be nade in the direction
3 of nore, not |less, stringent standards.
4 There is no question that autonmakers have
S5 sufficient led tine to neet the proposed standards.
6 Until last year's rollback, manufacturers' product
7 plans were geared towards neeting the original 2025
8 standards finalized in EPA's 2012 rul e which were
9 slightly nore stringent than the current proposal, and
10 in fact there are products on the market today that
11  neet the future standards and existing plans to expand
12 advanced technol ogies to nore products.
13 Zero em ssions vehicles offer large public health
14  benefits to everyone but especially to vul nerable
15 comunities who are the nost at risk to climate-rel ated
16 extrene weat her events as well as to high pollution
17 levels fromurban freeways and oil refineries.
18 The | ower and nore stable fuel and mai ntenance
19 costs of electric vehicles will be a mmjor economc
20 benefit to lowincome conmunities as unanti ci pat ed
21 gasoline price spikes and repair bills can destroy a
22 tight fam |y budget.
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021
Page 196

1 Finally, EPN supports EPA's decision to undertake
2 its own GHG rul enaki ng, separate from NHTSA, reversing
3 the previous Adm nistration's decision to essentially
4 | ock agency staff out of a neaningful role in the 2020
5 roll back.

6 NHTSA has clear legal Iimts on considering

7 electric vehicles fromsetting CAFE standards and

8 cannot pronulgate CAFE rules for nore than five years
9 at atine, thereby naking CAFE |imted in its ability
10 to address long-termclimte inpacts.

11 It is inperative that future EPA rul emaki ngs not

12 be constrained by NHTSA' s statutory limtations.

13 Thank you.
14 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
15 The next speaker is WIIliam Davidson. You may now

16 unnmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
17 the record.

18 MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you for the opportunity to

19 testify today.

20 My nane is Bill Davidson, and | live in New Mexico
21 with nmy wife and sone of our children. |'m here today

22 as a concerned citizen.
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1 | support the Adm nistration's action on cl eaner
2 cars and urge the EPA to adopt the second alternative
3 that would deliver savings to consuners, elimnate
4 | oophol es, and, nost inportantly, reduce pollution and
S5 greenhouse gases.
6 When we built our hone several years ago, we built
7 it to the passive house standard. Qur hone is super
8 insulated, air tight, and, thanks to solar panels, it
9 produces about 35 percent nore energy than we use. The
10  surplus electricity will charge our next electric
11 vehicle, either an EVA or a plug-in hybrid.
12 | am very concerned about clinmate change, forest
13 fires, floods, storns, etcetera, are causing hundreds
14 of billions of danage and devastating |ives here and
15 abroad. W need autonmakers to bring nore electric cars
16 and hybrids to nmarket.
17 M/ wife and | take a ot of driving trips to see
18 famly and our beautiful country and we need and want
19 cars with great fuel mleage and with long electric
20  range.
21 Cl eaner cars of all types are a win-win for
22  everyone. Everyone wins with cleaner air. Everyone
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1 wns with | ess dependence on oil, and everyone w ns by
2 slowing and ultimately reversing climte change, and
3 when | say everyone, | include autonmakers who wll also
4 win donestically and internationally by selling cleaner
S5 cars.
6 | urge the Adm nistration to set the highest
7 standards possible because it is the right thing to do.
8 W shoul d be nmaki ng our vehicles cleaner and nore
9 efficient. | urge you to adopt the second alternative
10 and set even hi gher standards through 2030 and beyond
11  and ensure there are no | oophol es.
12 Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.
13 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
14 The next speaker will be Laurie Kuntz. You nmay
15 now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation
16 for the record.
17 M5. KUNTZ: H. M nane is Laurie Kuntz, and |'m
18 here today as a private citizen.
19 | support this Admnistration's swft action on
20 clean cars but urge the EPA to adopt the second
21 alternative.
22 As a biology graduate, |'ve been | earning about
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1 the dangers of climate change and ecol ogi cal

2 degradation since the 1990s. Now in the 2020s, we are

3 <close to losing an entire class of species, anthozoa,

4  comonly known as coral, because of the acidification

5 and warm ng of ocean water that occurs w th higher

6 anobunts of carbon in the atnosphere.

7 If we lose coral, an entire class of marine

8 invertebrates, that's the equivalent of |osing all

9 mammals on the planet since mammal s are an equi val ent
10 class of land vertebrates. |If we |ost coral or any

11  other class of species, |I'"mconfident that we would see
12 wor |l dwi de ecol ogi cal col | apse.

13 I f ecosystens can't function properly, the web of
14 life wll be untangled and humans wi Il suffer and die.
15 In ny own area in ldaho, |'ve seen extrene drought.

16 |'ve seen a wldfire cone wwthin two mles of ny hone,
17 and |'ve seen reductions in wldlife popul ati ons over
18 the past five years. |'ve seen birds die of heat

19 stroke this year. | haven't seen any rusty catch

20 bunbl e bees for the past two years, and |'ve seen

21  chi prmunks and birds with tunors caused by a degraded

22 environnent.
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1 Reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions is the only way
2 to change this path and prevent ecol ogical coll apse.

3 W nust enact the strongest fuel econony standards

4  possi ble and support incentives and infrastructure for
5 electric vehicles in order to achieve this.

6 | bought ny first electric vehicle in 2016 and ny
7 second EV in 2018. These vehicl es have cost ne about
8 $13 a nonth in extra electricity conpared to

9 approximately $250 a nonth in gasoline that | bought

10 when | commuted to work in a gas vehicle.

11 |'ve al so seen huge savings in naintenance costs

12 since there are no spark plugs to replace, no belts,

13 and no engine to require oil changes.

14 Setting strong federal clean car standards through

15 2026 can put us back on track to save consuners up to

16 $80 billion in reduced gas, nmintenance, and price

17 costs over the lifetinme of new vehicl es purchased

18 during the next five years while restoring clean air in

19 our communities.

20 | do support the EPA's Alternative 2 in the

21  proposed rule since it would elimnate nmany | oophol es

22 and woul d i npose stronger standards for autonekers.
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1 Thank you.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 The next speaker on our list is Ken Webb. Ken, we
4 do not currently see you listed on the |ist of
5 attendees. However, if you have joined using a
6 different nane, we'd ask that you use the Raise Your
7 Hand feature at this tine, and if you have joi ned by
8 calling in, you should be able to raise your hand by
9 dialing Star 9 on the phone.
10 (No response.)
11 M5. THOWSON. Ckay. We will nobve on to our next
12 speaker.
13 The next speaker is Rene St. Julien. You may now
14  unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
15 the record.
16 MR. ST. JULIEN. Thank you for the opportunity to
17 testify today.
18 My nane is Rene St. Julien, and |'mhere as a
19 private citizen.
20 | support this Admnistration's swift action on
21 clean cars but also urge the EPA to adopt their second
22  alternative which would deliver greater savings to
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1 consuners and el im nate unnecessary | oophol es for
2 aut omekers.
3 | noved to Dallas, Texas, over 50 years ago, after
4 conpleting ny enlistnent in the US. A r Force as a
5 weatherman. As a weatherman, | recorded the weat her
6 and visibility for pilots and so watching the weat her
7 as a hobby has been what |'ve done ever since.
8 When | began working in Dallas, | worked in high-
9 rise office buildings and noticed it was easy to see
10 over 20 mles away fromthe upper floors. Before |
11 retired a couple of years ago, the visibility was down
12 to about two to three mles.
13 O course, sone of ny coworkers called the brown
14 | ayer that |ooned over the city "norning haze" instead
15 of what it really was, air pollution caused by the
16  congested sluggish crawl of comuter traffic.
17 The worl d has seen incredi bl e technol ogi cal
18 innovations over the past 40 years, many things
19 changing at a speed which was al nost hard to keep up
20 with. Who would have thought even a couple of years
21 ago that we could have a virtual neeting like this on
22 Zoont?
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1 Meanwhi | e, the autonotive industry still produces

2 cars and trucks using the sane fossil fuel-burning

3 internal conbustion engines that were being nmade in the

4 early 1900s.

3) About all the auto industry has done is taken the

6 sane technology and refined it a little every decade,
7 generally in the areas of confort, style, and

8 reliability. For the nbst part, changes in the areas
9 of safety or the environnment are rarely nade

10  voluntarily and only when the Federal Governnent

11  mandates it.

12 It appears that the open market conpetition has
13 failed us. After 120 years, the extrenely conpl ex

14 internal conbustion engine should be retired. Tesla's
15 the only car manufacturer that has dared to take on the
16 status quo.

17 Qur culture needs to set its expectations nuch

18 higher as to what is possible when the best m nds get
19 to work. We need to stop wallowing in the past and

20 start getting innovation and conpetition to accel erate
21 us into a true clean energy future at a nuch faster

22 rate than past standards have set.
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1 In conclusion, | would like to urge this
2 Admnistration to be aggressive and set the strongest
3 possible standards. They also need to prioritize
4 Aternative 2 in the proposed ruling elimnating
S5 unnecessary | oophol es for autonakers.
6 Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.
7 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
8 The next speaker is Gegory Caudill. Gegory, we
9 do not at this tinme see you in our list of attendees.
10 However, if you have joined using a different nanme, we
11 would invite you to raise your hand. |[If you have
12 called in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9 on
13 your phone.
14 (No response.)
15 M5. THOWMPSON:. Ckay. W wll nove on to the next
16  speaker.
17 The next speaker is Jenna Ri enenschneider. You
18 may now unmute and pl ease state your nane and
19 affiliation for the record.
20 M5. RI EMENSCHNEI DER:  |1'm Jenna Ri enenschnei der,
21  Director of Advocacy at the Asthma and Allergy
22 Foundation of Anerica, also known as AAFA
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1 Founded in 1953, AAFA is the ol dest and | argest
2 patient advocacy organi zation for those with asthnma and
3 allergic disease and we support the Adm nistration's
4 proposal to strengthen greenhouse gas standards for
S5 passenger cars, SUVs, and |ight trucks.
6 | am speaki ng both on behalf of AAFA National and
7 on behalf of our AAFA M chi gan Chapter.
8 25 mllion Americans have asthma, including over
9 six mllion children, and over 3,600 people die each
10 year fromasthma. That's about 10 people a day. |It's
11  a chronic di sease that causes your airways to becone
12 inflanmed, nmaking it hard to breathe, and there is no
13 cure for asthna.
14 In the United States the burden of asthma falls
15 di sproportionately on the black, Hi spanic, Anerican
16 I ndian, and Al aska Native popul ations, and especially
17 on children. These groups have di sproportionately high
18 rates of poor asthma outcones, including
19 hospitalizations and deat hs.
20 In fact, as docunented in our 2020 Asthma
21 Disparities Report, black Anericans are three tines
22 nore likely to die fromasthma than white Anericans and
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1 fivetinmes nore likely to be treated in an energency
2 room and black wonen have the highest death rates from
3 asthma versus any other group.
4 Poor air quality and exposure to air pollution is
S avery significant risk factor, both for devel opi ng
6 asthma and for those who al ready have an asthnma
7 diagnosi s.
8 That's why clean air and addressing the climate
9 crisis are particularly inportant to the asthma and
10 allergy community and especially those in racial and
11  ethnic mnorities.
12 As the leading contributor to air pollution and
13 the largest source of climate pollution in the U S.,
14 cleaning up the transportati on sector represents
15 inmmense opportunity for public health benefits.
16 Measures to reduce vehicle em ssions will address
17 the burden of air pollution on tw fronts. First, the
18 popul ati ons near highways will benefit fromreduced
19 pollution in their inmediate outdoor environnents and,
20 second, other communities wll benefit fromthe
21  upstream pol l ution reductions associated with the
22  extraction, transportation, and refinenment of petroleum
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 207
1 products.
2 As we know, the communities nost inpacted on both
3 fronts are disproportionately I owincone, largely
4 racial and ethnic mnority popul ati ons, naking this
5 proposal an environnmental justice inperative.
6 We support clean and safe air for everyone bur
7 especially for vulnerable popul ations, |ike those wth

8 asthma and other chronic respiratory di seases. EPA s

9 proposal is a good start to addressing the previous

10 Administration's roll backs but that's just it. It's a
11  start.
12 We nust nake haste to finalize the rule this year

13 and we nust nmake haste to set up even nore health
14 protective standards beyond that. Cinmate change is a
15 public health energency and we cannot afford to del ay

16 acti on.

17 Thank you for your tine.

18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.

19 The next speaker is Mary Mathews. At this tinme we
20 do not see Mary listed in the -- anong the attendees.

21 However, Mary, if you have joined using a different

22 panme, we would invite you at this tine to raise your
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1 hand, and if you have joined by calling in today, you
2 can dial Star 9 on the phone to raise your hand.

3 (No response.)

4 M5. THOWPSON: Ckay. We will nove to the next

S speaker on our list.

6 The next speaker is Daniel Gage. You may now

7 unmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
8 the record.

9 MR GAGE: H . |'mDaniel Gage, President of

10 Natural Gas Vehicles for America. W're a national
11 trade associ ation dedicated to the decarboni zati on of
12 transportation sector through the increased use of

13 gaseous fuels, including renewabl e and conventi onal
14 natural gas and eventual | y hydrogen.

15 Qur 200+ nenbers support the ultimte goal of

16  Model Year 2023 and later light-duty GHG standards to
17  decarboni ze the transportati on sector as quickly as
18 possible while greatly reducing the harnful criteria
19 em ssions that contribute to poor air quality and

20 federal anbient air standards non-attai nnent.

21 In comments to previous Adm nistrations, NBG

22 Anerica consistently articul ated that renewabl e natural
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1 gas should be a key part of any inclusive mx for three
2  main reasons.

3 Nunber 1, RNG is a zero carbon now sol ution.

4 Latest data puts the carbon intensity of bio-CNGin
S5 California's systemat negative 16.57 grans of CO2

6 equivalent per nega jewel. That's the |owest of any
7 on-road notor fuel energy source, including fully-

8 renewable electric fromsolar or w nd.

9 Nunber 2, RNG is the dom nant natural gas notor

10 fuel. Last year, RNG di splaced conventional natural

11 gas derived fromfossil sources as the dom nant on-road

12 fuel source nationwde. |In California with its Low

13  Carbon Fuel Standard Program 92 percent of NGB notor

14  fuel is fromrenewabl e sources today.

15 Nunmber 3, natural gas notor fuel is increasingly

16  sustai nable and carbon-free. By 2030, 80 percent of

17 natural gas on-road notor fuel in the United States

18 will be derived fromrenewabl e sources, rising to 100

19 percent by 2050.

20 NGB Anerica agrees that climte change is

21 cumul ative. The longer we wait, the harder it gets to

22  solve and there is no single perfect, affordable, and
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1 imrediate solution to addressing transportation-rel ated
2 climate change em ssions. Thus, all clean options nust

3 be advanced to nake a collective difference begi nning

4 now.
3) Thi s proposed rul emaki ng would roll back
6 inprovenents advanced by the previous Adm nistration

7 that renoved barriers to natural gas certification and

8 incentivized expanded natural gas vehicle production in
9 the formof sales multipliers. These sales nultiplier

10 incentives should not be elimnated but reinstated and

11  expanded to advance every avail abl e affordabl e and

12 scal abl e cl ean car sol ution.

13 Not every fleet is the sane. So providing

14  significant renewabl e natural gas vehicle incentives to

15 automakers will allow for flexibility to neet those
16 varied needs. Existing RNG prograns will reward

17 renewabl e fuel production but the RFS Program-- |'m
18 sorry -- rewards renewabl e fuel program but it does

19 not reward vehicle production.
20 Wt hout incentives for vehicle manufacturers,
21 there will be no NGvs, not when ot her technol ogies are

22 mandat ed, heavily subsidi zed, and supported by
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1 disproportionate incentives.

2 Expanded depl oynent of affordable and avail abl e

3 zero carbon RNG trucks and work vans will neet the

4 Adm nistration's goal of getting nore clean repl acenent

5 vehicles on the road right away, inpacting frontline

6 communities sooner, and an established, mature, and

7 varied RNG refueling infrastructure already exists

8 coast-to-coast.

9 Finally, when EPA considers GHG emi ssions in the
10 transportation sector, it nust | ook beyond tail pipe.

11 Al em ssions matter, well-to-wheel and mle-to-mle.

12 EPA's regul ations nust be anended to ensure that

13 manufacturers have greater reason to produce ultra-I|ow
14 carbon notor vehicles that operate on biofuels, not

15 just vehicles that have so-called zero tail pipe

16  em ssions.

17 Thank you very nuch.

18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.

19 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
20 receive a notification on your screen that you' re being
21  pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to your
22 speaking time. You must accept that invitation to be
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1 able to unnute when you are called to testify. This

2 wll also allow you to turn on your canera which we

3 encourage you to do.

4 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute

5 their phones when called to testify.

6 If you are having technical difficulties, please

7 send an e-nmail to public_heari ng@btassoc.comor call

8 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but

9 vyou would like to speak tonorrow, August 26th, please
10 send an e-mail with your nanme and phone nunber to

11 public_heari ng@bt assoc. comor call 919-294-7712.

12 The next speaker on our list is Ula Reeves. W
13 do not currently have you |listed as an attendee.

14  However, if you have joined using a different nanme, we
15 woul d encourage you to raise your hand at this tinme and
16 if you have called in to the neeting today, you can

17 dial Star 9 to raise your hand.

18 (No response.)

19 M5. THOMPSON: The next speaker on our list is Jim
20 Caruso. W do not have Jimlisted as an attendee at

21 this tinme. However, Jim if you have joined using a

22 different nane, we would invite you to raise your hand
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1 at this tinme and as a rem nder, if you have | oi ned
2 using your phone, you can dial Star 9 to raise your
3 hand.
4 (No response.)
3) M5. THOMPSON:. We will nove on to the next speaker
6 on our list.
7 The next speaker will be Chris Nevers. You may
8 now unmute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation
9 for the record.
10 MR. NEVERS:. Thank you for the opportunity to
11 testify today.
12 My nane is Chris Nevers, Senior Director of Policy
13 at Rivian, where our mssion is to keep the world
14 adventurous forever.
15 Rivian is an i ndependent U S. EV-only manufacturer
16 building electric adventure vehicles in Normal,
17 1llinois, including our RLT truck, 1S SUV, and an
18 electric delivery van for Amazon.
19 The RIT and 1S are regul ated under the EPA Light-
20 Duty Greenhouse Gas Program and together with the
21 electric delivery van will displace sone of the | argest
22 and nost polluting vehicles on the road with all -
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1 electric options.
2 We greatly appreciate EPA's vision of these
3 standards and the proposal to restore California and
4 state authority. Course correction in this regulation
5 after the dramatic roll back is no easy task.
6 The proposal covers the |argest federal program
7 regul ating greenhouse gas em ssions. |Its inportance to
8 the auto industry, econony, and the environnent cannot
9 be under st at ed.
10 This proposal is nmaking leads in the right
11 direction and we endorse Alternative 2 as the proposed
12 option with the nost environnental and econom c
13 benefit. W applaud the top line year-over-year
14 efficiency inprovenents and the Adm nistration's vision
15 on EV depl oynent and we believe the top |ine
16 i nprovenents can be reached w thout new provisions that
17 ot herw se dimnish the prom sed environnental and
18 econoni c benefits.
19 To pursue this vision, our analysis has identified
20 sone provisions likely to result in delays to the
21 stated goals of this Adm nistration. These proposed
22  elenents are not necessary given the rapidly-grow ng
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1 availability of EVs in every nmarket segnent.
2 A sinple regulatory framework aligned with the
3 auto industry's recent investnents and commtnments wl|
4  help achieve the President's goals and accel erate
5 environnental and econom c benefits.
6 To achi eve President Biden's vision, we reconmend
7 the followwng. First, we urge EPA to reduce or
8 elimnate sonme of the additional flexibilities and
9 extensions of various credit prograns, specifically
10 advi se against extending the lifetine of expired
11 credits and against reviving the strong hybrid truck
12 incentive.
13 We al so urge maintaining the off-cycle credit cap
14 at 10 grans per mle. Collectively, these elenents
15 would significantly weaken this programif adopted.
16 Secondly and perhaps counterintuitively, we
17 recommend not extending the credit multiplier for van
18 technol ogy vehicles. This nmultiplier is no |onger
19 needed and weakens the program by doubl e-counti ng
20 em ssions reductions. So |ike the extension of
21  credits, we recomend not extending the advanced
22 technology multiplier.
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1 Finally, we recomend that EPA update its baseline
2 fleet beyond 2017 market data and clarify the

3 assunption of a 50/50 car-truck fleet mx. This

4  Dpaseline fleet does not affect recent EV expansi on nor
5 does it reflect the increase in demand for trucks over
6 cars.

7 In closing, |'ve had the privilege in ny career

8 observing this programfromnultiple perspectives,

9 including the agency, conventional industry, the trade
10 association, and now Rivian. |'ve seen what the

11  collective anbition of this industry can achieve.

12 Sone st akehol ders are advocating for additional

13 flexibility and | ess stringent standards in the short
14 termbut nowis not the tine to sit back, accept

15 del ayed econom ¢ and environnental gains, and | et other
16 markets take the lead in devel oping the advanced

17 vehi cl es.

18 Let's continue driving electrification and job

19 creation forward in the U S. by buil ding on what

20 manufacturers have already begun. W ask that the EPA
21 adopt Alternative 2 without additional flexibilities,

22 thereby ensuring Anerican conpetitiveness and that the
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1 prom sed environnental and econom c benefits are

2 realized.

3 We al so | ook forward to EPA qui ckly noving on

4 reauthorizing the Clean Air Act Waiver for California

5 and Section 177 states.

6 Thank you for your tine.

7 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.

8 The next speaker is Edith Zewadski-Bricker. You

9 may now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and

10 affiliation for the record.

11 M5. ZEWADSKI - BRI CKER: Thank you for the

12 opportunity to speak today.

13 | am Edith Zewadski-Bricker, Social Action Liaison
14 to the Florida Conference Leadership Team of the United
15  Met hodi st Wonen.

16 |"'m here today as a private citizen and a wonman of
17 faith to advocate for the strongest vehicle em ssions
18 standards possi bl e.

19 We are in a nonent where our policy choices wll

20  inpact the present and the future, harm ng those that
21 are poor the nost.

22 As | eaders, you have the grave responsibility to
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1 alleviate the climate crisis, to protect the poor here
2 and around the world, to protect generations to cone,
3 to protect our nation's sovereignty, and ultimately to
4  save the planet.
S Thi s purpose franmes the issues di scussed here
6 today. The current Adm nistration has recognized the
7 urgent need for increased vehicle efficiency and
8 limted vehicle planet-warm ng em ssions is the very
9 reason. The Environnmental Protection Agency nmust do no
10 | ess.
11 Now is not the tine to pander to the autonakers
12 with conplex credit schenes and tax | oopholes that can
13  be manipulated in the nane of profits. Please renenber
14 the climate crisis is the Nunber 1 issue facing the
15 npation and the world.
16 Unfortunately, only the policynmakers, not
17 individual citizens, can tackle these issues in a
18 significant way.
19 | am here because global warmng is slated to
20 flood the Florida Keys, ny home. Here in South
21 Florida, the Mam -Herald headline reads Sea Ri se under
22 Scrutiny in Condo Coll apse. How many condos wil |
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 219
1 collapse as the changing climte exacerbates the danmage
2 fromhurricanes? How nuch will state and | ocal
3 governnments spend uselessly fighting sea |level rise?
4 | inplore you to see past the politics, past the
S5 powerful, past the profits, and even past the present
6 to the inpact of your decisions on the future.
7 As long as |I'm here now, consider the poor and
8 inner city Mam whose children are al ready dying from
9 asthma and pneunonia and COVID-19 as a direct or
10 indirect result of diesel fuel bus and gasoline vehicle
11  em ssi ons.
12 Just today in our |local paper, we read about the
13 farners in Honestead concerned wth saltwater intrusion
14 into South Florida's water supplies fromsea level rise
15 and an increase in pests and disease that thrives in
16 warner climates. In the Herald yesterday, we read
17  about outdoor workers subject to increased
18 tenperatures.
19 In your wi sdom fromthe depths of your soul, as
20 the voice of conscience, that little Jimny Cricket on
21  your shoul der, decide in favor of the strictest
22 em ssions standards and the highest of vehicle
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1 efficiency that will exceed the Oohana/ Bi den feder al

2 standards.

3 Thank you.

4 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.

3) The next speaker is Molly Collins. You may now

6 unnute and please state your nane and affiliation for

7 the record.

8 M5. COLLINS: Thank you so nuch for the

9 opportunity to speak with you today about this critical
10  topic.

11 I"'mMIlly Collins. I'mhere as a private citizen
12 in M| waukee, W sconsin.

13 I'"d also like to thank this Adm nistration for

14 acknow edgi ng the inportance of tackling climate

15 pollution fromtransportati on which, as others have

16 nentioned today, is an inportant step in the right

17 direction.

18 | wanted to share ny story with you today and ask
19 vyou to commt to naking the strongest possible clean
20 car standards so that ny two kids and ny community can
21  Dbreathe easier.

22 My son Dyl an was born with sone health chall enges
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1 and one of those was asthma, and it was really tough to
2 have to hold a toddler still while he did his nebulizer
3 treatnments and it was extrenely scary as a new not her
4 to worry that ny child could not breathe.
S Fortunately, we cane through that chall enge okay.
6 He turned 20 this week. He's about to begin his second
7 year of college, but his whole Iife Dyl an has been
8 pretty inpacted by air quality and like a | ot of people
9 in our comunity here in MIwaukee, which is on the
10  American Lung Association's list of the 25 Cities wth
11 the Worst Ozone Pollution, getting those air quality
12 alerts on your phone can inpact a | ot about how you
13 live your life that day and what you're able to do and
14 as |'msure you know, the increasing tenperatures due
15 to climte change make ozone nore likely top form and
16 that inpacts a |ot of people.
17 Peopl e shoul d have the freedomto nove through
18 their day not worrying about whether or not they're
19 going to be able to breathe. It's past tinme we take
20 action and start to neaningfully work towards
21  environnmental justice.
22 Earlier this nonth, a report fromthe UN
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1 Intergovernnental Panel on Cinmate Change found that we
2 are on the path towards catastrophic destruction if we
3 do not nmke serious cuts in our greenhouse gas
4 em ssions as soon as possible.
S We nmust act with the urgency our situation
6 requires. W are seeing the effects of our
7 indifference in the news every day as extrene storns,
8 wldfires, earthquakes, etcetera, and | hate that |I'm
9 leaving our planet in this state to nmy children.
10 We have the tools to begin to address these
11  issues. The EPA nust finalize the rule this year and
12 ensure that these standards result in real-world
13 reductions in greenhouse gas em ssi ons.
14 | hope ny kids, our community, and | can count on
15 you to nove forward with bold greenhouse gas and f uel
16 efficiency standards for cars, |ight trucks, and SUVs
17 that accelerate the critical transition to zero
18 em ssi on vehicl es.
19 Thank you so nuch.
20 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
21 The next speaker is Claudia Hi dalgo. W do not
22 currently see CQaudia listed as an attendee. However,
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1 if you have joined using a different nane, we would
2 invite you to raise your hand at this tine, and if you
3 have called in to the neeting today, you can raise your
4 hand by dialing Star 9 on your phone.
3) (No response.)
6 M5. THOWPSON: We will nove to the next speaker.
7 The next speaker is Lara Levison. You may now
8 unnmute and please state your nane and affiliation for
9 the record.
10 M5. LEVI SON. Thank you.
11 My nane is Lara Levison, and | amtestifying as a
12 private citizen and a nenber of several environnental
13 organi zati ons.
14 | request that EPA and NHTSA neke the clean air
15 standards much stronger than you have proposed in the
16 draft rule. As we know, the transportation sector is
17 now the | argest source of greenhouse gas em ssions in
18 the U. S.
19 My boyfriend and I were on a road trip this
20 weekend. Qur highways are filled with rivers of cars
21 and trucks and the vehicles keep getting bigger. W
22 need to inprove their efficiency. Even | have a bigger
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 224
1 car than | used to since ny boyfriend is an antique
2 dealer.
3 Stronger clean car standards will give us greater
4  reductions in climte pollution which we desperately
5 need and will save us consuners noney, as well.
6 | heard on the news this norning that today here
7 in Washington, D.C., wll be the 41st day this sunmer
8 wth tenperatures of 90 degrees or higher. \Wen |
9 first learned about gl obal warm ng several decades ago,
10 | didn't think I1'd see the effects in ny lifetine but
11  they're now all around us.
12 Congress gave the Adm nistration the authority to
13 require clear vehicle em ssions in the Energy
14 | ndependence and Security Act which passed in 2007. At
15 that tinme | worked for Speaker Pelosi in the Speaker's
16 O fice and | helped to get that clean energy and
17 climate bill passed.
18 | did not work on the fuel efficiency provisions
19 in the bill, but I watched the negotiations on those
20 provisions play out. It took a lot of work and
21 political capital for Speaker Pelosi and her allies to
22 overcone the entrenched resistance of the autonmekers
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1 and their allies to get that provision into the bill.
2 Thanks to Speaker Pel osi and the advocates for
3 greater fuel efficiency inside and outside of Congress,
4 you have the authority to nake auto em ssions cl eaner.
5 You should not squander this opportunity to tackle the
6 <climate crisis and save consuners noney.
7 Thank you for considering ny views.
8 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
9 The next speaker is Karen MElfish. W do not
10 currently have you |listed anong the attendees.
11 However, if you joined using a different nanme, we woul d
12 invite you to raise your hand at this tinme, and if you
13 have called in, you may raise your hand by dialing Star
14 9 on your phone.
15 (No response.)
16 M5. THOMWPSON: We will nove on to the next speaker
17 on our Iist.
18 The next speaker is Maria Hase. Maria, we do not
19 have you currently listed as an attendee. However, if
20 you have joined using a different nane, we would
21 encourage you to raise your hand at this tinme, and if
22 you have called in, you can raise your hand by dialing
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1 Star 9 on your phone.
2 (No response.)
3 M5. THOMWPSON: We will nove on to the next
4 speaker.
3) The next speaker will be Eve Lukens-Day. You nay
6 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
7 for the record.
8 M5. LUKENS-DAY: Hello. M nane is Eve Lukens-
9 Day, and I'mhere today as an associate with
10 Environnent Anmerica, a national network of 29 state
11 environnmental groups with nenbers and supporters across
12 the country who want clean air and a healthy climate.
13 Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
14 | would like to thank this Adm nistration for
15 taking the first steps to roll back the attacks the
16 previous Adm nistration placed on clean car standards
17 by reinstating limts on vehicle pollution.
18 However, | urge you to make the proposed standards
19 even stronger to ensure the greatest reduction in
20 global warm ng em ssions and air pollution and to
21 accelerate the expansion of the electric vehicle
22 market.
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1 ' m here today because as a young person |I'm
2 concerned about having a livable future to inhabit.
3 Transportation is now the Nunber 1 source of climte
4 emssions inthe US and the majority of those
S5 emssions cone fromevery-day cars and trucks.
6 These em ssions also cut short an estimted 58, 000
7 American lives every year. W' ve already seen the
8 damage climate change can do this year. VWere | |live
9 in Philadel phia, we've entered our sixth heat wave of
10  the sumrer this week and experienced i ntense flash
11  flooding and rainfall for the |last few nonths.
12 Scientists are saying that these inpacts are
13 com ng even faster than they previously expected. So
14  it's inperative that we do everything we can to cl ean
15 up how we get around to curb the progression of the
16 climate crisis.
17 The preferred alternative identified by EPA is not
18 as strong as the Obana/Bi den standard and is riddled
19 with | oophol es and gi ve-aways to autonmaekers that
20 underm ne otherw se strong em ssions reduction targets.
21 It's been al nbst 10 years since the Cbhana/ Bi den
22 vehicle fuel efficiency standards were set. W nust
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start by reinstating at | east those standards and

2 jdeally stronger ones as the climate crisis has

3 progressed rapidly over the |ast decade.

4 The sense of these standards are essential in

S spurring innovation and cl ean car technol ogy, but the
6 U S. can achieve 100 percent zero em ssion vehicle

7 sales by 2035 which is in line with the Biden

8 Adm nistration's goal of net zero greenhouse gas

9 em ssions by 2050.

10 The EPA itself identifies a nmuch better rule,

11  Alternative 2, which would put 400,000 extra electric
12 vehicles on the road by 2026 and result in a 130

13 mllion netric tons fewer greenhouse gas em sSions.

14 Once again, | urge this Admnistration to set the
15 strongest standards possi bl e because they are working.
16 We should maxi m ze the benefits by nmaking our cars and
17  light-duty trucks nore efficient and | urge you to go
18 back to at |east the Ooana/Bi den federal standards and
19 ideally to even stronger ones.

20 This is essential in ensuring that we have safe
21 air to breathe today and a livable future to inhabit

22  tonorrow.
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1 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 As a rem nder, if you have speaki ng today, you
4 wll receive a notification on your screen that you are
S being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
6 your speaking tine. You nust accept that invitation to
7 be able to unnute when you are called to testify. This
8 wll also allowyou to turn on your canmera which we
9 encourage you to do.
10 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
11 their phones when called to testify.
12 If you' re having any technical difficulties,
13 please send an e-mail to public_heari ng@btassoc. com or
14 call 919-294-7712, and if you are not registered to
15 speak but you would like to speak tonorrow, August
16 26th, please send an e-mail with your nane and phone
17 nunber to public_hearing@btassoc.comor call 919-294-
18  7712.
19 The next speaker will be Kent Mnault. You may
20 now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation
21 for the record.
22 MR. M NAULT: H . Thanks so nuch for taking ny
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1 testinony today.

2 l|"'mKent Mnault. | work for the Sierra C ub, but

3 I'mspeaking as a private citizen today from Knoxville,

4  Tennessee, where | live, and I'mcalling to urge EPA to

S adopt the second alternative and basically to treat the
6 climate disruption as the crisis that it is.

7 Here in Knoxville, the city is attenpting to take
8 sonme strong neasures to deal with the climate crisis

9 and | was privileged to sit in on the Mayor's Clinmate
10 Council a year ago when they started neeting and we

11  received sone information, graphs show ng the

12 greenhouse gas reductions frombuilding efficiency and
13 especially dramatic greenhouse gas reductions that cane
14 fromchanging all the street lights to LED, but it was
15 another slide that really shocked us all because it

16 showed that a spike in transportati on em ssions was

17 four times greater than all those other reductions.

18 In other words, despite our city's best efforts to
19 this point, we were actually goi ng backwards and

20  transportation was the reason.

21 Throughout the United States, utilities are naking

22  strides at greenhouse gas reductions and so are
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1 nmunicipalities and counties and | sat in yesterday on a
2 webi nar hosted by the previous speaker about school bus
3 adoption, as well, and we're starting to take steps on
4 that in Tennessee.
3) But | urge you to take the nobst stringent stance
6 you can take in regul ati ng greenhouse gas em ssi ons
7 fromtransportation because that's the hard nut. W're
8 progressing in a lot of areas, but if we don't lick
9 transportation, then we'll lose the climate fight.
10 Thank you so much for your kind attention.
11 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
12 The next speaker will be Elizabeth Hauptman. You
13 may now unnmute and pl ease state your nane and
14 affiliation for the record.
15 M5. HAUPTMAN. Hi. |I'mElizabeth Hauptman, and
16 I'mwith Mons Clean Air Force, M chigan.
17 My nane is Elizabeth Hauptman, and | live in
18 Brighton, Mchigan. Air pollution fromthe
19 transportation sector not only harns the health of our
20 children but it also contributes to the climate crisis.
21 On behalf of Mons Clean Air Force and nearly
22 30,000 nenbers throughout M chigan, |I'm asking the EPA
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1 to inplenent the strongest vehicle pollution standards
2 possible. Pollution harns all of us but
3 disproportionately inpacts children. Kids are snaller,
4 living closer to the ground than the rest of us,
5 standing just about tail pipe high where concentrations
6 frompollution fromcars, trucks, and buses is com ng
7 directly at them
8 Children's still devel oping hearts and lungs are
9 being exposed to the dirty exhaust from vehicles that
10 spew carcinogenic poisons into the air. This tail pipe
11 pollution causes poor air quality that can exacerbate
12 asthmm, causing nore asthma attacks, resulting in
13 mllions of mssed school days, ganes, and outdoor
14 famly activities for kids across the country.
15 My son has asthma and his di sease is nmade worse by
16 air pollution. In the sumertine, we need to watch our
17 weather app to see if it's safe for our son to play
18 outdoors. On hot days when the air quality is
19 terrible, I know he's going to have a tough day. As a
20 nother who's seen the fear in her son's face as his
21 chest tightens and he gasps to breathe, we nust do nore
22 to protect himand the children who suffer fromthis
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chronic ill ness.

2 Parents |ike ne far too often have had to rush

3  hone after soccer ganes, swi nm ng on hot sunmer days,

4 to use our children's nebulizers. M chigan has sone of
S5 the worst asthma rates in the country, according to the
6 Anerican Lung Association. Childhood asthnma rates are
7 significantly higher for children of color. Latino

8 children are twice as likely to die from asthma and

9 Dblack children are 10 times nore likely to die from

10 asthma than white non-Hi spanic kids.

11 These statistics nake it abundantly clear that

12 strong clean standards or a shift to zero em ssion

13  vehicles is an environnental and social justice issue.
14  Qur children deserve justice in every breath. Because
15 ny son and over 166,000 children in M chigan who suffer
16 from asthma need tougher air quality standards to

17  protect their children fromthe nation's | argest source
18 of carbon pollution, tail pipe pollution.

19 In addition, we need these strong EPA standards to
20 address the urgent climate crisis now This climate

21 crisis is not sonething you'll see inpacts sone day in

22 the future. W're seeing climate inpacts right now,
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1 extreme weat her events, |ike excessive rainfall, storns
2 |like we had last night, floods, heat waves.
3 Currently the strong cl ean standards are the best

4  tool we have in our toolbox to fight clinmate change.

5 Addressing pollution fromthe transportati on sector

6 wll fight climte change cannot wait. M chiganders

7 and kids deserve the strongest clean car standards EPA

8 has proposed.

9 Thank you very nuch for taking nmy testinony today.
10 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.

11 The next speaker will be Mary Mathews. Mary, you

12 will need to accept the invitation to becone a paneli st
13 in order to unnute.

14 (No response.)

15 M5. THOMPSON:. Ckay. Looks like Mary may have

16 dropped fromthe call and so at this tinme, we wll nove

17 on to the next speaker group.

18 Speaker Bl ock 5
19 M5. THOWPSON: The first speaker will be Amanda
20 Begley. Amanda, you will need to accept the invitation

21  to becone a panelist in order to unnute.

22 M5. BEGLEY: Hello. Can you see ne?
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1 M5. THOWPSON: Yes, and we can hear you.
2 M5. BEGLEY: Ckay. Al right. Hello, everyone.
3 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
4 My nane i s Anmanda Begl ey from Los Angel es,
5 California, and I'mhere today as a private citizen.
6 | thank this Adm nistration for acting swiftly on
7 clean cars but urge EPA to create the strongest
8 possible limts on vehicle pollution as it reconsiders
9 the recent attack on clean car standards.
10 These standards will continue to pronote
11 innovation throughout the autonotive industry and w |
12 ensure that the U S. remains an industry | eader. These
13 standards have already gone through a rigorous
14 techni cal review process which found that auto
15 manufacturers have the technology to neet the
16  standards.
17 | urge you to keep those standards as originally
18 designed to ensure the greatest reduction in oil use
19 and gl obal warm ng em ssi ons.
20 "' m here because |I'm concerned about climate
21 change. The latest |IPCC report, the |Intergovernnental
22 Panel on Cinmate Change, the first part of the sixth
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1 assessnent was recently rel eased, and the assessnent

2 details in stark and cl ear | anguage that climte change

3 is wdespread, rapid, and intensifying. It is here, it
4 is now, it is us.
3) The assessnent detailed that warmng will increase

6 over the next three decades because nations have

7 del ayed curbing fossil fuel emssions for so long. In
8 alnobst all em ssions scenarios contained in the | atest
9 assessnent, global warmng is expected to hit 1.5

10 degrees Cin the early 2030s. That is so soon.

11 The gl obal tenperature average has already risen
12 one degree C or about two degrees Fahrenheit since the
13  Industrial Revolution, and with that two degrees of

14 additional warm ng we've had recordbreaki ng heat waves,
15 California's ever-increasing and intense wildfire

16 season, Australia fires, China flooding. | could go on
17 and on.

18 Here in California, | have already had to flee ny
19 hone not knowing if | would be able to return due to

20 wildfire. Over 30,000 Californians right now are

21 evacuated fromtheir home and sone of themwon't have a

22 honme to return to and the w ndy season hasn't even
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1 begun yet.
2 |'ve had several friends | ose hones and had their
3 places of enploynent burn down, yet the warmng w ||
4 increase, so wll the fires, flood, and drought. W
5 have a choice, you have a choice. W have a w ndow of
6 opportunity to avoid things getting worse. The sl ower
7 we act, the worse the consequences wll be, and the
8 faster we act, the | ess severe the consequences w ||
9 Dbe.
10 Transportation is the | argest source of carbon
11 emssions in the United States and it is critical that
12 we both nmake our gasoline-powered cars and trucks nore
13 efficient and we nust shift rapidly to electric
14 vehi cl es.
15 Not only will setting the strongest standards
16 possible help with climte change, but they wll also
17 help clean the air. The environnental justice concerns
18 of this are i mense. Qur conmunities of color suffer
19 from higher rates of asthma and respiratory di sease.
20 Once again, | urge this Admnistration to set the
21 strongest standards possi ble because they are working.
22 Thank you for the opportunity to testify. W have
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1 notime to waste.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 Bef ore we proceed wi th Speaker Block 5, we would
4 |like to invite anyone who nay have been ski pped on the
5 list of Speaker Block 4 to raise their hand and we
6 would be happy to pronote the so they can nake their
7  testinony at this tine.
8 (No response.)
9 M5. THOWPSON: Just another quick rem nder that if
10  you are from Speaker Block 4, we are inviting you to
11  raise your hand at this tine. W would also like to
12 provide a quick rem nder that if you have called in,
13 you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9.
14 If you are having technical difficulties, we would
15 encourage you to e-mail public_heari ng@btassoci.com or
16 call 919-294-7712.
17 (No response.)
18 M5. THOWPSON:. Okay. We will proceed with the
19 next avail abl e speaker on Speaker Bl ock 5.
20 As a quick note, we wll be going through the
21 speakers who are currently |isted as attendees from
22 Speaker Block 5 until 3:30 p.m Eastern Tine.
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1 The next speaker will be Mark Chun. You may now
2 unnute and please state your nane and affiliation for
3 the record.
4 MR. CHUN:. Good norning. This is Mark Chun from
5 Hawaii. |'m Past President of USC Marshall School of
6  Business Al umi .
7 Today, |I'mtestifying to urge the EPA to adopt
8 Alternative Nunber 2.
9 | followed the journey of EPA adoption since 2010
10 and, unfortunately, only justified ny purchase this
11  year. The primary two reasons are econonics and range
12 anxiety. This tells a story about econom cs.
13 Alternative 2 drives custoners to nmake deci sions
14  not only for lofty gl obal warm ng aspirations but, nore
15 inportantly, the basic pocketbook. Federal plus state
16 incentives can level the playing field against nice
17 cars plus provide gateways to the every-day | owto-
18 mddl e-income famlies.
19 For exanple, California provides up to 2,500 on
20 used EVs to qualified households. For nyself, | was
21 happy with my former Lexus and Acura cars, but the
22  manufacturers dragged their feet and only went hybrid
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1 which still requires traditional high nmaintenance, i.e.
2 gas, oil, transm ssion, tune-up, fan belt, expenses.
3  Autonmakers will only seek | oopholes to standards to
4 maximze profits from |l egacy vehicle services.
3) W need to enforce higher standards to address
6 imedi ate gl obal warm ng concerns as soon as possi bl e.
7 Let's tal k about range anxiety. The majority of

8 househol ds work within a 15-to0-30-mnutes radius from
9 honme. Providing economic incentives for not only new
10  but used CPO EVs woul d expedite adoption.

11 | just purchased just this year after 12 years of
12 following this with ny used 2017 Tesla which as an

13 initial range of 240, now 230, which is nore than

14 enough to circle the island. Mst people in the

15 California and different nei ghborhoods al so have that
16 sane ability to do their daily stuff within that 35.
17 In conclusion, there's 14 Asian and European

18 countries that have ice bands ranging fromthe Year

19 2025 to 2050 with an average of 2034 as the target

20 date.
21 Let's do all we can to incentivize average Joe
22 househol ds by maeki ng EVs econom cal and easy to get
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1 started.

2 Next, we need to nmandate the autonmakers to do the

3 right thing for our environnment by legislating a

4 pathway to conpliance and not leave it to their own

5  neans.

6 Finally, let's ensure USA takes the |eading role

7 anongst the global comunity by setting the bar to

8 ensure success.

9 Thank you very nuch.

10 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.

11 The next speaker will be WIlliamBarrett. You nay
12 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
13  for the record.

14 MR. BARRETT: Thank you.

15 My nane is WIIl Barrett. |'mthe Senior Director
16 of Cean Air Advocacy wth the Anerican Lung

17 Associ ation, based in Sacranento, California.

18 " m pl eased to be speaking to you today and to be
19 following a long |ist of supporters of setting the

20 strongest possible light-duty greenhouse gas em ssions
21  standards.

22 W believe this provision is a vital response to
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1 the alarmng public health risks posed by clinmate
2 change in every corner of our nation and especially in
3 comunities already nost at risk due to poor air
4 quality.
3) The climate crisis is on full display today. Like
6 many Anericans, Californians have faced extrene heat
7 warnings, air quality alerts, and red flag warnings for
8 wildfire risk.
9 As | speak to you today, EPA's Air Now website
10 shows very unhealthy and even hazardous air quality
11  inpacting residents of nultiple states due to Western
12 wldfires. Lives have been | ost, honmes have been | ost,
13 entire communities have been | ost.
14 Wth each extrene event, we becone nore acutely
15 aware of and concerned by the many connecti ons between
16 climte change and public health.
17 G ven that the transportation sector is the
18 | eadi ng source of greenhouse gas enissions, U S. EPA
19 nust act this year to adopt and finalize standards
20 through 2026 that go beyond previous standards and
21 deliver real-world em ssion reductions. This is
22  necessary in order to reflect the urgency of our
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1 <climte crisis and to set a course for the rapid
2 transition away from conbustion technol ogi es.
3 We call on you as EPA to use all the tools
4 available to respond to this crisis and these standards
5 really represent one of the nost powerful |evers
6 avail abl e.
7 The Anerican Lung Association urges the U S EPA
8 to build off of and really to go beyond the foundation
9 set by the 2012 standards to really at a m ni nrum
10 achieve the stringency outlined in Alternative 2.
11 W call on U S. EPA to ensure that crediting and
12 ot her | oopholes are not allowed to reduce the em ssion
13  reductions or real-world benefits of the final rules.
14 Alternative 2 could provide the strongest
15 foundation for nore stringent rules to follow, would
16 usher in greater reductions in harnful pollutants,
17  yield health and societal benefits that EPA states w |
18 far exceed the costs, and really can accelerate the
19 pathway to zero enission technologies that is urgently
20 needed to protect our health and our climate.
21 We call on U S EPA to set the standards at | east
22 to the level outlined in Alternative 2 and to ensure
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 244
1 that these stringency |levels are achieved in the real
2 world.
3 U.S. EPA should al so nove quickly to establish
4 even nore stringent next round standards that set the
S5 path to full electrification in the light-duty sector
6 as well as to begin the work of standards to accelerate
7 the growi ng nedium and heavy-duty zero em ssion
8 vehicle segnents.
9 These actions support cleaner air, healthier
10 climte, and relief for conmunities nost burdened by
11  both on-road transportati on sources and fossil fuel
12 infrastructure that threatens health on a daily basis.
13 Thank you for your tinme and attention and for
14 consi dering our perspectives.
15 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
16 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
17 receive a notification on your screen that you are
18 being pronpted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
19 your speaking tinme. You nmust accept that invitation to
20 be able to unmute when you are called to testify. This
21 will also allow you to turn on your canera which we
22 encourage you to do.
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1 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute

2  their phones when called to testify.

3 If you're having technical difficulties, please

4 send an e-mail to public_hearing@btassoc.comor call

S 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but

6 vyou would lie to speak tonorrow, August 26th, please

7 send an e-mail with your nanme and phone nunber to

8 public_hearing@bt.assoc.comor call 919-294-7712.

9 The next speaker will be Patrice Tontik. You may
10 now unnute and state your nanme and affiliation for the
11 record.

12 (No response,)

13 M5. THOMPSON: To unnute, you will need to click
14  the Unnute button on the [ower |eft-hand side of your
15 screen. There should be an icon shaped |like a

16  m crophone that you can click on.

17 M5. TOMCIK: Hello. Can you hear ne?

18 M5. THOMPSON: Yes, we can hear you.

19 M5. TOMCIK: | amso sorry. Thank you.

20 Hello and ny nane is Patrice Tontik, and thank you
21 for this opportunity to testify today. | amthe

22 National Field Manager for Mons Clean Air Force, an
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1 organization of over one mllion nons and dads united

2 to protect our children's health fromair pollution and

3 climate change.

4 | Iive in the town of G bsonia located in

5 Sout hwestern Pennsylvania with ny husband and two

6 children where vehicle pollution degrades our air

7 quality and contributes to clinmate change and today |'m

8 asking the EPAto finalize the strongest possible

9 greenhouse gas eni ssions standards for |ight-duty

10 vehicles in order to protect children's health in the
11 future.

12 Today was the first day of school for ny two sons.
13 Al'though I amthankful to have in-person classes again,
14 |'m al so anxi ous about sendi ng ny sons back to school,
15 too. M children's schools, they are located |ess than
16 500 feet fromthe heavy trafficked state road of 228.

17 St udi es have shown that the highest daytine

18 exposures of traffic pollution are within 500 feet of a
19 busy road. On an average day, at |east 10,000 vehicles
20 and 500 light-duty trucks travel this heavily-congested
21  roadway.

22 Cl osi ng school w ndows and doors can help | essen
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1 the traffic pollutant exposures but the reality is, is
2 that fine particles, ultrafine particles, gases, and
3 vapors are able to readily penetrate the indoors where
4 they can be breathed in by very young | ungs.
3) In the evening, ny kids attend outdoor two-hour
6 sports practices and ganes at the school sports conpl ex
7 | ocated near the roadway. This is the environnent ny
8 children have been exposed to since kindergarten and
9 now through their high school years.
10 Unfortunately, ny story is not unique since many
11  school s across the nation are built near busy roadways
12 because the land is cheap. | know that children are
13 especially inpacted by pollution since their |lungs and
14  brains are still developing until early adulthood.
15 Toxic air pollution exposures have del eteri ous
16 effects that can last a lifetinme. |'mvery worried
17 about what ny children are breathing into their |ungs
18 every day. M youngest son is a cancer survivor and is
19 i mune- conproni sed.
20 As a nother, | try to make his hone environnent as
21  healthy as possible, but I knowthat | can't control
22 the air nmy son breathes and depend on the Adm ni strator
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1 and EPA to do your jobs.
2 Pl ease finalize the strongest possible climte
3 pollutionlimts on cars and light trucks to help
4 protect our children's health and futures.
3) Thank you very nuch.
6 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
7 The next speaker will be Janes Gal |l agher. Janes,
8 you nmay unnute and pl ease state your and affiliation
9 for the record.
10 MR. GALLAGHER: (I naudi bl e.)
11 M5. THOWPSON: Janes, | do apol ogi ze for
12 interrupting you. Your volune is very, very low. You
13 may need to sit alittle bit closer to the m crophone
14 if at all possible. M apologies.
15 MR. GALLAGHER Interesting. |Is this any better?
16 M5. THOWPSON: Much better.
17 MR. GALLAGHER Ckay. 1'Il try to swallow the
18 conputer.
19 As | said, I'mJanes A Gllagher. |[|'mhere as a
20 public citizen with a deep interest in the autonotive
21  industry. | was born and raised in Detroit.
22 After obtaining a Bachel or and Master of
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1 Engineering degrees fromthe University of Detroit in

2 1968, | worked as an engi neering (inaudible) at Ford

3 Mdtor Engineering in the sumer of 1965 and then as an

4 engi neer and manager at the National Security Agency

5 for 52 years, 35+ as a federal enployee including

6 receiving the NSA Meritorious Cvilian Service Award,

7 and 16+ years as an engi neering support contractor.

8 | strongly support this Admnistration's sw ft

9 action on clean cars but urge the EPA to adopt their

10 second alternative which would deliver greater savings
11  to consuners and elimnate unnecessary | oopholes for

12 aut onmekers.

13 | do not |ike federal reqgulations, but | have seen
14  how it has been necessary to inprove the safety of

15 autonobiles and reduce the pollution they create. M
16 first car --

17 M5. THOWPSON: |'msorry to interrupt again. It
18 appears that the audio is still quite difficult to hear
19 for our panel. I1'mnot sure if there's a way to pul

20 the conputer perhaps a little bit closer.

21 MR. GALLGHER: | guess the m crophone on this is
22 sonmewhere on the top -- at the bottom of the screen.
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1 Sois this any better?
2 M5. THOWPSON: It is. Again, ny apol ogies.
3 MR. GALLAGHER: That's quite all right. | haven't
4 done this before.
3) Let's see. As | said, | grewup in Detroit, born
6 and raised there, obtained ny Bachelor's and Master's
7 degrees fromthe University of Detroit in 1968.
8 | worked as an engi neering student assistant at
9 Ford Mdtor Engineering in the sumrer of 1965 and then
10 as an engi neeri ng manager of the National Security
11 Agency for 52 years, 35+ of themas a federal enpl oyee,
12 including receiving the NSA Meritorious Service Award,
13 and the remaining 16+ years as an engi neeri ng support
14 contractor.
15 | do support the Adm nistration's swift action on
16 clean cars but urge the EPA to adopt their second
17 alternative which would deliver greater savings to
18 consuners, such as ne, and elim nate unnecessary
19 | oophol es for aut omakers.
20 | do not |ike federal regulations but | have seen
21 how it has been necessary to inprove the safety of
22 autonobiles and reduce the pollution they create. MW
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1 first car, a used 1957 Lincoln, weighed 5,600 pounds

2 and got 10 to 15 mles per gallon of gasoline. M

3 current car, a 2014 Lincoln MKZ Hybrid Sedan, weighs

4 far less, is far safer, and gets 40 to 45 mles per

5 gallon of gasoline. Regulation has had a positive

6 effect.

7 | watched the escalating extrene climte events,

8 such as wildfires, droughts, and extrenme heat, in the

9 Northwest where ny brother Gary has had to evacuate his
10 hone fromthe fires and ny brother Tomdied July 15th
11  of lung cancer. He never snoked.

12 Meanwhi | e, we have tornadoes, hurricanes, and

13 extrene floodi ng throughout our country and throughout
14 the world. W have to change our ways but there are

15 rich and powerful industries that do not want to change
16 the status quo.

17 | value our industry. M father spent his entire
18 working life at Ford Motor Conpany. He was a naval

19 officer in the Pacific during World War 1l. He retired
20 in 1980 as the General Counsel of Purchasing and was

21 proud of his tine at Ford which provided the incone to

22 feed, clothe, house, and educate all eight of his
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1 children. | hope industry will continue to play that
2 valuable role.
3 Once again, | urge this Admnistration to set the
4  strongest possible standards because they work. W
5 should be making our cars and |ight-duty trucks even
6 cleaner and nore efficient.
7 | urge you to reinstate the earlier federal
8 standards with your Alternative 2 and set even stronger
9 ones for 2030, plus ensure there are no | oophol es for
10 automekers to get around these standards.
11 Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.
12 MR OLECHW M. Gallagher, wll you be
13 submtting your comrents in witten form al so?
14 MR. GALLAGHER: As soon as | figure out how to do
15 that.
16 MR. OLECH W kay. Perfect. Thank you.
17 MR. GALLAGHER:  You're wel cone.
18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 The next speaker will be Lucia Valentine. Lucia,
20 you may now unnmute and pl ease state your nane and
21 affiliation for the record.
22 M5. VALENTINE: Hello. M nane is Lucia
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1 Valentine, and | amthe West Virginia Oganizer with
2 Mnms Cean Air Force, and thank you for the opportunity
3 to testify today.
4 "' m from Shepherdstown, West Virginia, and have
S Jlived in the Mountain State ny whole life. M passion
6 work is dedicated to the intersection of advocacy,
7 environnental justice, and children's health.
8 G- ow ng up on the basic of the Potomac R ver, |
9 experienced exacerbated clinmate disasters, such as
10 flooding, due to the negative inpacts that greenhouse
11 gases have on our environnment. This is in major part
12 due to the lack of clean vehicle standards.
13 The transportation sector is the |argest source of
14 carbon pollution in the U S. and the EPA nust set the
15 strongest possible federal clean car standards
16  t hroughout 2026, avoi ding | oophol es and putting
17 automekers on track to neet anbitious pollution
18 reduction goals.
19 The pollution fromcars not only causes clinmate
20 change but it also (audio glitch) the future of our
21  children, famlies, and communities all across our
22  peautiful state of West Virginia.
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1 The EPA proposal includes several options for how
2  much and how quickly to limt climate pollution from
3 cars and light trucks. Preferred alternative
4 identified by EPA is not the strongest option and
5 includes sone | oopholes to autonakers that nay
6 underm ne other pollution reduction targets.
7 Option Nunmber 2 woul d put 400, 000 extra vehicles
8 on the road by 2026 and result in 130 mllion netric
9 tons of greenhouse gas em ssions. |In order to set us
10 on the path to 100 percent zero em ssions by 2035, the
11  near-term standards for climte pollution nust be as
12 strong as possible.
13 So thank you for your tine to testify today.
14 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
15 The next speaker will be Mark Rose. Mark, you nay
16 now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation
17 for the record.
18 MR. ROSE: Thank you for this opportunity to
19 comment.
20 My nane is Mark Rose, and |'mthe Sierra Nevada
21 Program Manager for National Parks Conservation
22 Association, Anerica's |leading voice to protect and
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1 preserve our national parks.
2 I'"'mtestifying today because the dual threats of
3 air pollution and climate change caused by |ight-duty
4 vehicles pose sone of the greatest challenges to our
5 national parks and communities.
6 Nearly all 423 national park units are now at risk
7 due to climte change. dimate inpacts fromvehicle
8 greenhouse gases is |leading to runaway heat waves,
9 droughts, sea level rise, coastal flooding, and the
10 Mbdaco wi Il dfires whose snoke |'ve been breathing in for
11 weeks.
12 If we do not act quickly, we may | ose sone of our
13 national parks nanesake features, such as the glaciers
14 in dacier National Park, the Joshua Trees in Joshua
15 Tree National Park, and the Sequoi as in nearby Sequoia
16  National Park.
17 Vehicle air pollution also severely limts
18 visibility in many national parks with haze cutting
19 down on as nmany as 90 mles average visibility in
20 places like Kings Canyon.
21 It also significantly harns the health and well -
22 being of park visitors, wldlife, and treasured
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=

ecosyst ens.

2 Beyond ny role at NPCA, | also recently spent

3 nunerous years living in Fresno and working on air

4 quality issues in California's San Joaquin Valley, one
5 of the nost polluted regions in the nation for MPM 2.5
6 and ozone pollution, the majority of which cones from
7 vehicles.

8 | have seen firsthand the inpacts of vehicle

9 pollution on the health of my nei ghbors and friends.

10 We nust do nore to protect these citizens, especially
11 persons of color and lowincone individuals living in
12 the many environnmental justice comrunities across the
13 nation who are nost inpacted by air pollution and

14 climate instability.

15 Wiile | thank the Adm nistration for acting

16 quickly to restore the so-called California Wi ver and
17 update these standards, the proposal EPA has put forth,
18 however, does not go far enough.

19 To neet our national climate goals, protect our
20 communities, and preserve our bel oved public |ands for
21 generations to conme, NPCA firmy believes we nust nove

22 forward with the strongest possible standards. Such
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1 standards should achieve no less than the total tonnage
2 of greenhouse gas em ssion reductions that woul d have
3 been achi eved under the previous Ghama-era rul es by
4 2025.
3) We further ask EPA not to include any unnecessary
6 | oopholes or credits that allow manufacturers to avoid
7 real-world reductions.
8 Alternative 2 is a good starting point, but I
9 strongly urge you to go even further.
10 As reported in Bl oonberg News today, this position
11  appears to al so be shared by nenbers of the Biden
12 Admi ni strati on who have expressed concern that EPA s
13  proposed alternative does not go far enough.
14 According to the recent | PCC Code Red for Humanity
15 Report, we are running out of tine to correct course.
16 Wth the transportation sector becom ng the | argest
17 emtter of greenhouse gases in the nation and passenger
18 vehicles accounting for the vast majority of those
19 em ssions, we nust do nore to set Anerica on a path
20 towards achieving 100 percent zero em ssion vehicle
21 sales by no |onger than 2035.
22 Thank you for this opportunity to coment, and |
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1 ask that you please strengthen your proposal.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 At this time, we will begin a brief recess. EPA,
4  when would you like to reconvene?
3) MR OLECHW W will take a recess from half past
6 the hour till 15 mnutes to the hour, so on the East
7 Coast that would be 3:30 until 3:45, and | just want to
8 take this opportunity to thank all of this afternoon's
9 testifiers and speakers. W very nuch appreciate the
10 input on the proposed rule. So we'll reconvene at 15
11 mnutes to the hour.
12 Thank you.
13 (Recess.)
14 M5. THOWPSON: Greetings, everyone.
15 This is Kayla Thonpson from Abt Associ ates, EPA's
16 contractor.
17 It is currently 3:45 p.m Eastern Tine, and we are
18 now rejoining EPA's Public Hearing about the Revised
19 2023 and Later Mbdel Year Light-Duty Vehicle G eenhouse
20 Gas Em ssions Standards Proposal .
21 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
22 receive a notification on your screen that you are
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1 being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
2 your speaking tine. You nust accept that invitation to
3 be able to unnute when you are called to testify. This
4 will also allow you to turn on your canera and we
S encourage you to do so.
6 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
7 their phones when called to testify.
8 If you are having any technical difficulties,
9 please send an e-mail to public_hearing@btassoc. com or
10 call 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak
11 but you would |like to speak tonorrow, August 26th,
12 please send an e-mail to public_heari ng@btassoc. com or
13 call 919-294-7712.
14 The expecting speaking order is displayed on the
15 screen. | wll be introducing each speaker in turn.
16 The first speaker will be Jennifer Cantley.
17 EPA, are you ready to proceed?
18 MR. OLECH W Yes, we are ready to proceed. Thank
19  vyou, Kayl a.
20 M5. THOWSON. Geat. Jennifer, as a rem nder,
21 you will need to accept the invitation to be nade a
22  panelist in order to unmute today. Wen you are ready,
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pl ease unnute and state your nane and affiliation for

2 the record.

3 M5. CANTLEY: Can you hear ne?

4 M5. THOWPSON: W can.

3) M5. CANTLEY: Ckay. Good afternoon.

6 My nane is Jennifer Cantley. Thank you for the
7 opportunity to testify. [|'man Oganizer with Mns

8 Cean Ar Force.

9 |'"'ma born and rai sed Nevadan who currently |ives
10 in the state's capitol Carson Gty with ny famly and
11 ny two children who are asthmatic along with ny third
12 son and ny fiancé.

13 We are all survivors of COVID and | am

14 unfortunately a | ong-hauler who suffers with mld COPD,
15 inflanmati on around ny heart, and pseudo-tunor cerebri
16 due to the virus which leads ne to why | am a supporter
17 of the Adm nistration's proposal to the regulatory

18 actions to reduce greenhouse gas enissions in this

19 country.

20 In Nevada, we are currently being pounded by

21 wldfire snoke in which the Gty of Reno just reported

22 the 10 worst air quality days in Reno's history, al
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1 being in the last 11 nonths. Reno is only a 20-m nute
2 drive fromny house, and |I'msure Carson City would
3 have simlar air quality reports if we had stronger air
4 departnents |ike the big city does versus the rural
S comunities, especially when we see that this year's
6 Anerican Lung Association's report with the rural
7 county that | grew up in, Douglas County, having nore
8 red air days than Las Vegas and Reno, Nevada.
9 This is because of the wldfire snoke and the
10 record high heat we're having. Wen you conbine the
11 two together, it nmakes famlies, such as mne, hard to
12 want to get out of bed sone days.
13 My famly is a lowincone famly who cannot afford
14 central air conditioning and when we have these record
15 high heats, conbining with the wildfire snoke at this
16 tinme, we have to turn off our swanp cool er which brings
17 up the heat in our house, then triggers our breathing
18 issues, which then makes nore asthma attacks. This
19 then tops it off, we have orange ozone days.
20 We need your support. Now in Nevada, heat and
21 wldfire snoke are becom ng a yearly occasion. It's no
22 | onger fromJune to Septenber. The vehicle pollution
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1 has always been a Nunber 1 part of our air pollution.

2 This is why the EPA nust nake stronger possible federal

3 air standards for 2026, avoiding the | oophol es and

4 putting automakers on track to neet anbitious

5 pollution-reducing vehicles.

6 When | say avoiding | oopholes, this is another

7 inportant issue for Nevadans as we hold 25 percent of

8 the world's lithiumfor the EV vehicles that will be

9 producing the batteries for these EV cars.

10 The Federal Governnent nust hol d these conpanies
11  to the highest standards, especially for foreign

12 conpanies comng to rural comunities. Lowincone

13 famlies, especially Native communities, 13 percent of
14 | ndi genous chil dren, have asthma attacks conpared to
15 8.6 percent of the children of non-Indi genous descent.
16 Alithiumsite currently in Nevada coul d produce
17 5,800 tons of sulfuric acid a day towards the Piute

18  Shoshone Territory in Nevada. This is why we need to
19 make the strongest possible national greenhouse

20 em ssion standards for passenger cars and |ight trucks
21 through Model Years of 2026.

22 Thank you.
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1 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
2 The next speaker will be Karen Stein. As a
3 remnder, you will need to accept the invitation to
4  becone a panelist in order to unnute.
S M5. STEIN:  Thank you, and let ne just mnimze ny
6 screen so | can read ny notes.
7 Good afternoon. |'mKaren Stein. | live in Rural

8 lowa, and | amthe lowa Organizer for Mons Clean Air

9 Force as well as its Eco Madres Program which

10 addresses the disproportionate effects of air pollution
11 and the climate crisis on Latino and | ndi genous

12 communi ti es.

13 Thank you for this opportunity to testify in favor
14  of the Revised 2023 and Later Year Light-Duty Vehicle
15 G eenhouse Gas Emi ssions Standards.

16 Here in lowa, ny primary place of residence since
17 | arrived fromLatin Arerica in 1980, we still have not

18 recovered fromthe horrific torrential stormof a year

19 ago which killed four people and caused over $1 billion
20 in damages.

21 W lost seven mllion trees in lowa, four mllion

22 of themin urban areas. | had known over 200 of those
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1 trees for 40 years. M daughters have clinbed several
2 of themwhile grow ng up and now two of the three

3 daughters have decided not to have children because of
4 what they see as happening to our clinmate.

S | owa has | ost shade and wildlife habitat for

6 decades to cone. This year, we have endured an

7  extrenely hot sumer. People's electric bills due to
8 air conditioning usage are high and this is especially
9 difficult for comunities in | ow wealth nei ghborhoods.
10 lowa' s skies have been hazy nost of the sunmmer due
11 to the wildfires in the Western United States and | am
12 experiencing breathing difficulties for the very first
13 timeinny life. 1 even went to get tested for COVID
14  because of severe persistent cough epi sodes which

15 turned out to be caused by particulate matter in the
16 air.

17 | know children with asthma in the Latino

18 comunities in lowa who have hardly been able to play
19 outdoors this sunmmer due to the haze and the heat and
20 they badly needed to be able to play in the m dst of
21  this pandem c.

22 Allow ne to swtch to Spanish before concluding in
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1 English. (Speaking Spanish.) | said that all of what
2 |I'mdescribing is due to the climate crisis which we're
3 experiencing, which is made worse by vehi cul ar
4 pollution and many tines Latino communities are not
5 aware of the causes and don't have access to the tools
6 that would allow themto take action while at the sane
7 time they are being anong the nost affected by climte
8 change and pol | ution.
9 Wth ny words in Spanish, | wi sh to underscore
10 that limting pollution fromdirty vehicles is
11 essential in achieving environnmental justice. The EPA
12 nust set the strongest possible federal clean car
13 standards and put automekers on track to neet the
14 pol lution reduction goals that the Intergovernnental
15 Panel on Cimte Change tells us we nust achieve.
16 G aci as, thanks.
17 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
18 The next speaker is Barry Mrse. Barry, we do not
19 currently have you listed anong the list of attendees.
20 However, if you have joined using a different nane, we
21 would invite you to raise your hand at this tinme, and
22 if you have called in you may dial Star 9 on your phone
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1 in order to raise your hand.
2 (No response.)
3 M5. THOWSON: We will nove to the next speaker on
4  our |ist.
S The next speaker is Debi Chernak. Debi, we also
6 do not see you as being currently |listed anpng the
7 attendees. However, if you have joined under a
8 different name, we woul d ask that you pl ease raise your
9 hand at this time, and if you have called in to the
10 neeting today you can raise your hand by dialing Star
11 9.
12 (No response.)
13 M5. THOWSON: We will nove to the next speaker on
14 our Iist.
15 The next speaker will be Stephanie Klein.
16 St ephani e, when you're ready, please unnute and state
17 your nanme and affiliation for the record.
18 M5. KLEIN. My nane is Stephanie Klein, and | am
19 wth Mons Cean Air Force.
20 Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. |
21 amthe Washington, D.C., Field Organizer for Mons C ean
22 Ar Force. I'ma nomand a resident of the D strict of
V7 Trustpoint.One  Alderson. www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 267
1  Col unbi a.
2 "' man environnental scientist by training and was
3 a career enployee of this agency for 14 years. As
4 such, | have firsthand knowl edge of the inportance of

5 EPA's role in protecting the public fromharnful |evels
6 of air pollution and | understand that agency staff do
7  not take this responsibility lightly.

8 | want to thank you for holding this hearing today
9 and giving nmenbers of the public Iike me a chance to

10 give input. | strongly support EPA s proposal to

11  strengthen federal greenhouse gas em ssions standards
12 for passenger cars and |light trucks for Mdel Years

13 2023 to 2026.

14 Cl eaning up vehicle pollution is one of the nost
15 inportant things we can do to clean up our air and

16 fight climte change.

17 Washi ngton, D.C., has one of the highest ground

18 | evel ozone pollution rates in the country. The

19  American Lung Associ ation grades our city at an F in

20 jts State of the Air Ozone Pollution Ratings. One in
21 10 kids in D.C. suffers fromasthma which is

22  exacerbated by ground | evel ozone pollution, and in
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1 sonme parts of the city, particularly our |owwealth and
2 BIPOCC communities, the childhood asthna rate is as high
3 as one in three.
4 Cars are one of the major sources of ground | evel
5 ozone pollution and our kids are living with the
6 inpacts.
7 We al so know that cars are one of our major
8 sources of greenhouse gases. Gound transportation
9 accounts for 22 percent of our climate pollution here.
10 Li ke communities across the country, WAshi ngton,
11 D.C., is experiencing the effects of clinmte change
12 today. W are living through record-breaki ng heat
13 waves, snowstorns, and floods caused by rising sea
14 | evel s and heavy rain events.
15 Qur fanmpous cherry bl ossons are even bl oom ng
16 earlier as the planet warnmns.
17 Part of ny job as an organizer is to speak with
18 nmenbers of ny community about the causes and health
19 inpacts of air pollution locally. Wen | talk to kids,
20 while they typically do not understand the process by
21  which cars burn gasoline to make energy, they do grasp
22 the basic concept of tail pipe pollution, and the
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1 reaction is always, well, we need to nmake cars run as
2 cleanly as possible, and they're right.
3 EPA has an inportant job in setting pollution
4 |limts for cars, but we nust also go further to address
S the climate crisis by noving decisively to zero
6 pollution vehicles. In order to set us on the path to
7 100 percent zero em ssions new vehicles by 2035, the
8 near-termstandards for clinmate pollution nust be as
9 strong as possible.

10 EPA' s proposal includes several options for how

11 nmuch and how quickly to limt climte pollution from

12 cars and light trucks.

13 On behalf of Mons Clean Air Force's nore than

14 3,000 nenbers in Washington, D.C., | urge EPA to

15 finalize the strongest option possible.

16 Thank you for your tine today.

17 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.

18 The next speaker will be Mchelle Uberuaga. It

19 appears Mchelle is not currently listed as an

20 attendee. However, if you have joined using a

21 different nane, we would encourage you to raise your

22 hand at this tine, and it seens |like we have an

V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021
Page 270

=

I ndi vidual who is raising their hand. So | w |

2 pronote themto panelist at this tine.

3 M5. UBERUAGA: Thank you so nmuch. Apol ogi ze. |

4 can't change ny nane and this is ny work account, but

5 thank you so nuch for your tinme today and |I'mgratefu
6 for your work at EPA. You have an incredibly inportant
7  job and a | audable m ssion to protect human health and
8 the environnment. So thank you.

9 My nane's M chell e Uberuaga, and | amthe nother
10 of three and a nenber of Mons Clean Air Force. | live
11  on Apsaroka land in Sout hwest Montana, and | work full-
12 time running a conmunity-based conservation group here
13 in Yellowstone Northern Gateway. That's ny nane there,
14  the Park County Environnental Council.

15 I"'mtestifying today to support the EPA s

16 proposal. This proposal is a step in the right

17 direction to address the urgent clinmate energency that
18 we are living in right now.

19 As many speakers have already stated, we are at a
20 crucial tipping point. Every decision you nmake to

21  reduce pollution today matters, and |I really want you

22 to understand the urgency of this work to ny famly and
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1 to so many other Montana famlies. Qur kids are

2 watching and they're worri ed.

3 W' ve spent the past two nonths in Montana under

4  hazy and snoke-filled skies. W can't play outside.

5 W can't fish because of the heat-related cl osures on

6 our rivers. M kids are still pretty young, but they

7 know that sonething is not right and they're worri ed.

8 Montana's drought is killing farners. dimte

9 change is inpacting every part of our lives, our

10  econony, and our way of life, and our kids are counting
11  on you to take action to protect their future.

12 So for these reasons, | urge the EPA to set the

13 strongest possible federal clean car standards. W

14 need to keep U.S. autonmakers on track to neet anbitious
15 pollution reduction goals as soon as possible.

16 |"malso testifying because ny famly, |ike nmany
17 Montana famlies, is inpacted fromair pollution from
18 cars and trucks. Livingston is a small town in a rural
19 county on the Northern edge of Yell owstone Nati onal

20 Park, and you m ght inagine that we have pretty good

21 air quality, but like every other place, we experience
22 | ocal pollution fromvehicles. 1t's inescapable.
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1 In fact, pollution fromvehicles can create
2 serious air quality concerns even in Yell owstone
3  National Park where cars often get |ined up back-to-
4  back sonetines for mles. The air pollution when that
5 happens is visible as it sits inthe air in renote
6 river valleys.
7 In our little town, we experience pollution from
8 wvehicles regularly. Livingston, |ike many towns, sits
9 right off 1-90. Wen the freeway closes for bad
10 weather, heavy truck traffic is rerouted right through
11 our downtown, right down Main Street, past our
12 elenentary school. Sonetines traffic gets backed up
13 for several mles, sems, cars, trucks, slowy inc
14 through town, past schools, restaurants, and sidewal ks.
15 My kids are al so personally inpacted from
16 pollution fromvehicles that idle at their schools.
17 Li ke many places, parents idle their cars during pickup
18 and drop-off which happens on the playground. [It's
19 alarmng to see our playground flanked on all sides by
20 jidling cars and air pollution.
21 We can and we nust do better for our kids and for
22 our communities. An estimated six mllion children
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1 under 18 suffer fromasthma. M son has three kids on
2 his soccer teamthat have asthma. M husband is the
3 coach and he has to nake judgnent calls about whether
4 it's safe to practice or play ganes. Parents should
5 not be naking those deci sions.
6 This summer, our |ocal hardware store teaned up
7 wth our city governnent to give out free DIY air
8 filters, boxed fans with filters for hones this sunmer.
9 Many famlies, like mne, don't have air conditioning.
10 Wth extrenme heat and snoke, we have very few options
11  to protect our famlies.
12 We need your help. Local famlies and comunities
13 can work together to protect thenselves from dangerous
14 pol lution, but we shouldn't have to, and nmany
15 especially vul nerable comunities just don't have the
16 resources or tine. W need your |eadership to protect
17 vul nerabl e children across our country fromair
18 pollution and clinmate change,
19 Strengt heni ng car standards is a sinple step and
20 we can and nust continue to do nore to protect
21 comunities fromair pollution and clinmate change.
22 I want ny kids to know that we did everything we
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1 could to protect their future.

2 Thank you so much for your tine and for your

3 consideration today.

4 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.

S The next speaker will be Ann Mesni koff. You may

6 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation

7 for the record.

8 M5. MESNIKOFF: Hi. M nane is Ann Mesni koff.

9 I1'mthe Federal Legislative Director for the

10  Environnmental Law and Policy Center. ELPCis the

11 Mdwest's leading public interest, environnental, and
12 | egal advocacy organi zation. W appreciate the

13 opportunity to testify today.

14 It is critical to renmenber that the necessity for
15 this NPRM and this hearing is because the auto

16 industry, which agreed to the 2012 program i ncl uding
17 letters of commtnent, lost no tine in pushing the

18  Trunp Administration to undermne it. As a result, we
19 have | ost years of eni ssions reductions as the urgency
20 for action nmounts daily.

21 | have three brief points to nake today. First,
22 we need to act with urgency. The Six |IPCC Report mnakes
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1 clear both the human causes of climate change and its
2 devastating inpact.
3 EPA's rem nder in the NPRMthat greenhouse gases
4 endanger public health and welfare is inportant, but
S5 EPA fails to capture the scope of the tragic inpacts we
6 are seeing alnost daily across the U S. and around the
7 world and the absol ute urgency of strong standards.
8 ELPC is specifically concerned about the threat
9 «climate change poses to the Mdwest and the G eat Lakes
10 which contain 21 percent of the world's freshwater
11 supply and provide drinking water for over 42 mllion
12 peopl e.
13 In 2019, ELPC sponsored a report by | eading
14  Mdwest climate experts and scientists that detail ed
15 the harnful inpacts of climte change on the G eat
16 Lakes and our region.
17 The change in climate brings increased storm
18 intensity, changes in water tenperatures, flooding,
19 runoff, and algal growh, all presenting a significant
20 increasing threat to the Geat Lakes.
21 In the region, the boundary waters has been
22 evacuated due to the threats of wildfire and costly
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 276
1 weather-related disasters, |like the recent devastating
2 flooding in Detroit, have been linked to climate
3 change.
4 Second, EPA nust issue strong technol ogy-forcing
5 standards for cars and light trucks. EPA itself notes
6 that addressing the climate crisis will require
7 substantial reductions in greenhouse gas em ssions from
8 the transportation sector and that we are in a pivotal
9 nonent.
10 W agree, and we appreciate that EPA is using its
11  authority under the Clean Act to begin with Mdel Year
12 2023 and act separately from NHTSA, but the climate
13 crisis can | eave no doubt that EPA nust adopt
14 Alternative 2 with at least the 10 grans per mle
15 increase in stringency for Mddel Year 2026.
16 EPA acknowl edges that autonakers were already
17 planni ng for stronger standards and they should not be
18 rewarded with anything | ess than Alternative 2.
19 It is, however, hard to deci pher how the veritable
20  snorgasbord of so-called flexibilities underm nes the
21 top line targets EPA sets out and therefore the
22 Dpenefits.
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1 Flexibilities allow automakers to stall gasoline
2 vehicle inprovenents and fail to significantly boost
3 the electric vehicle market given autonakers already
4 announced pl ans.
S Li ght truck vehicles with dismal fuel econony
6 domnate the market today. The market is now 50/50 as
7 EPA assunes. These vehicles wll be on the road
8 guzzling gas and spewing clinate pollution well beyond
9 2030. Each year that automakers can exploit
10 flexibilities and ship out gas-guzzling trucks with
11 little or no change underm nes our ability to mtigate
12 the climate crisis. EPA nust shut down this
13 snorgasbord and strengthen Alternative 2 to neet the
14 climte nonent.
15 Third, a strong auto manufacturing base is
16 critical to the economes and well-being of G eat Lakes
17 M dwest states where ELPC works. Past analysis by BGA
18 and NRDC concl uded that there were nearly 300, 000 jobs
19 in the advanced technol ogy vehicle sector. Three
20 states, Mchigan, Indiana, and Chio, top the |ist.
21 | appreciated the remarks this norning from Noah
22 Howe from Ceres who called out the Iink between
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1 stronger standards and innovation, job creation, and
2 conpetitiveness, all of which are inportant in the
3 states in the Mdwest, the auto manufacturing base.
4 EPA nakes clear in the NPRM that the proposed
5 standards will be nmet with existing technol ogy. Even
6 Aternative 2, while stronger, will not spur innovation
7 and fuel -saving technol ogi es because | oopholes w |
8 allow auto manufacturers to do nore of the sane with
9 the climate paying the price.
10 I n concl usion, EPA nust strengthen and adopt
11 Alternative 2 with at |east the additional reduction in
12 10 gram per mle for Mdel Year 2026 while cl osing
13 | oophol es.
14 EPA nust act swiftly on setting standards for
15  Mbdel Year 2027 and beyond.
16 | will note fromthe story in Bl oonberg News today
17 that many of us, many, many fol ks testifying today are
18 calling for stronger standards, and we share the sane
19 concerns as folks in the Wite House who urge for a
20 stronger rule.
21 You have tine to strengthen this programin the
22 final standards. A safer climate depends on it.
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1 Thank you.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 The next speaker is Maureen Dugan. Maureen, we do
4 not currently have you listed on the |ist of attendees.
5 However, if you have joined using a different nane, we
6 would invite you at this tinme to raise your hand and if
7 you have called in to the neeting today, you can do so
8 by dialing Star 9.
9 (No response.)
10 M5. THOWSON. We will nove on to the next
11 speaker.
12 The next speaker will be Senator Marci Francisco.
13 You may now unnute and pl ease state your nane and
14 affiliation for the record.
15 SENATOR FRANCI SCO |'m Marci Franci sco of
16 Lawence, Kansas. |'ma forner Mayor of Law ence and
17 currently represent the Second District in the Kansas
18 Senate. That district includes nuch of Lawence and in
19 Canden in Douglas County and al nost all of Jefferson
20 County.
21 My thanks to you, the EPA officials, for the
22 opportunity to testify today in support of the EPA
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1 solidifying strong greenhouse gas em ssions standards
2 for light-duty vehicles to further fuel efficiency of
3 autonobiles and curb pollution.
4 Many of ny constituents have urged ne to support
5 measures that will be beneficial for the health and
6 prosperity of our communities. | amtestifying today
7 because |'maware that often it is the Federal
8 CGovernnent that nust take the lead in setting
9 standards.
10 Both as a private citizen and an elected state
11  Senat or serving over 80,000 Kansans in Northeast
12 Kansas, | believe that our state officials working with
13  our Federal Governnent hold the responsibility to
14 safely regulate air pollution for the shared public
15 interest.
16 As has been testified to today, vehicle em ssions
17 not only constitute one of the | argest sources of
18 greenhouse gas enmissions in the United States but cars
19 and trucks also enmt deadly air pollutants, such as PM
20 2.5.
21 By strengthening pollution standards for passenger
22 vehicles and light-duty trucks as proposed, it would
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1 nmean significant gains in both public health and our
2 environnent, all while providing consunmers with
3 opportunities for I ower vehicle costs and econom c
4 savings.
3) As an el ected representative, | believe stronger
6 federal safeguards on vehicle em ssions woul d benefit
7 my constituents. Addressing vehicle pollution by
8 strengthening vehicle efficiency and encouragi ng hybrid
9 electric vehicle technology falls squarely in the EPA's
10 m ssion.
11 Strengt hened standards and a path to 60 percent
12 vehicle em ssion reduction and a 50 percent electric
13  vehicle fleet by 2030 should spur econom c growh and
14 public health protections.
15 Personally, | have been fortunate to be able to
16 nmake choices to reduce ny personal vehicle em ssions.
17 For years, | was able to commute to ny job at the
18 University of Kansas by bicycle. | did get a driver's
19 license when | was 38 and commuted once a week to the
20 University Medical Center in Kansas City, Kansas. For
21 the last 17 years, |'ve used a car to commute to our
22 state's capitol during the |egislative session.
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1 My husband and | agreed that we would | ook for a

2 newer car if | were re-elected in 2020. For the past

3 year, we've been the proud owners of an all-electric

4 car. It is an absolutely fabulous in-town car. Wen I

S drive to the grocery store, if | go on 6th Street,

6 which has stop signs and traffic lights and then cone

7 honme down the hill on 9th Street, | can nmake the trip

8 wth the sane estinmated mles left on our car.

9 When |'mcommuting to the |egislature, | can plug
10 in the car at night, avoiding peak use tines. Because
11 Kansas is within the Southwest Car Pool's region, | can
12 al so check the wind forecast for our region and plug in
13 the car when wind generation in our region is over 50
14 percent.

15 However, | do recognize fromliving in a

16  nei ghbor hood adjacent to the University of Kansas

17 canpus, ny nei ghbors who do not live in a house with a
18 garage and park on spaces off the alley or on the

19 street do not have the sanme opportunities to make EV

20 charging work for the best.

21 Unfortunately, charging a car during the day nay
22 increase our dependence on fossil fuels.
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1 Pl ease focus on reducing the em ssions fromboth
2 internal conbustion engines as well as encourage
3 electric vehicles and enbrace the opportunities for the
4 standard to be raised for all passenger vehicles and
5 light-duty trucks so that we have fewer em ssions and
6 thus a | ower negative inpact to society's health and
7 ecosystens.
8 Lastly, | want to send a very, very tardy thank
9 you to the EPA officials for your regul ations regarding
10 landfill locations in the 1970s. Because of those, and
11 | served on the Lawence Comm ssion, you hel ped the
12 Gty of Lawence begin its tripping and recycling
13 prograns.
14 Here is another chance to utilize your power in
15 solidifying better vehicle em ssion standards for our
16 country and the world's benefit. Many Kansans and |
17 are counting on you.
18 Thank you.
19 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
20 The next speaker will be Maureen Dugan. Wen you
21 are ready, please unnmute and state your nane and
22 affiliation for the record.
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1 M5. DUGAN: Thank you so, so nuch, and |
2 apologize. 1 was com ng hone from school and I
3 apol ogi ze.
4 My nane i s Maureen Dugan. Can | get ny hand down?
5 Yeah. |I'mspeaking to you today as a Massachusetts
6 H gh School Science Teacher with al nost 50 years in the
7 field.
8 |"'mhere to inplore you to institute the second
9 alternative for clean car em ssions. History has shown
10 us that the auto industry wll fight this with
11  everything that they have.
12 As sone of you may renenber, | spent too nmuch tine
13 today trying to get a picture up of L.A in '68 versus
14  now. The first tinme the EPA nmandated em ssions
15 standards, the American autonakers screaned and
16 refused. Wiile Japan hired engineers, Detroit hired
17 | awyers.
18 Repeatedly, Detroit has decried regulation to
19 protect our environnment and only does the right thing
20 when mandated to do it. The result is that Anerica
21 |ost its hegenony in regard to the autonobile industry.
22 Pl ease force Detroit to let their |awers and
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing 8/25/2021

Page 285
1 | obbyists go and force themto hire American engi neers
2 instead. Help make use the forefront of this
3 technol ogy, help make us the | eader again, and protect
4 people's health and that of the planet. W're relying
5 on you. Please nake us safer.
6 Usually | teach biology and recently began
7 teaching environnental science instead. While many of
8 my former students have gone on to successful science
9 careers in nedicine, in engineering, and a | ot of
10 stuff, environnental science is the single nost
11 inportant course that | can teach.
12 My students are painfully -- nmy high school
13 students are painfully aware of the wildfires, floods,
14  rising sea |levels, threatened pol ar bears, etcetera,
15 that are in large part due to fossil fuel em ssions.
16 | amhere to tell you that these kids are scared and
17 they're scared enough to feel hel pless.
18 This is only ny second tine teaching this course,
19 but previously each tinme |I would suggest sone way t hat
20 the kids could change their behavior, using a reusable
21  water bottle or buying | ess consunables, their mantra
22 was "we're screwed." It's up to ny students and ne and
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1 you to nmake this better. W need to rely on you for

2 this reqgulation. Please nake us safer.

3 This year, ny mantra for themw || be things are
4 getting better. The air quality in L.A is better than
S it was in the '70s. Rivers are no |onger catching on
6 fire. W're using fewer CFCs in our air conditioning.
7 The hole in the ozone layer is getting snmaller. W're
8 using nore renewable energy. Qur cars are getting nore
9 efficient and less polluting. That's ny job to teach
10 and instill hope into these kids so they can nmake a

11 difference without having to be Geta Thunberg..

12 | need to hold ny students, sone of them

13 unwilling, to high standards. W need you, | inplore
14  you, to nmake the unwilling industry do the right thing
15 and protect people's and the planet's i medi ate and

16 long-tinme health. We need to rely on you. Please nake
17 us safer. Close the |oopholes and don't give credence
18 to the industry's specious clains that this cannot be
19 done. Enact the second alternative.

20 If Americans won't, then |'mbetting the Japanese
21 will. W need to rely on you. Please nake us safer

22 and thank you so much for your tine.
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1 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
2 As a rem nder, if you're speaking today, you'l
3 receive a notification on your screen that you are
4 being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
S your speaking tinme. You nust accept that invitation to
6 be able to unnute when you are called to testify. This
7 wll also allow you to turn on your canera which we
8 encourage you to do.
9 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
10 their phones when called to testify.
11 If you are having technical difficulties, please
12 send an e-nmail to public_heari ng@btassoc.com or cal
13 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak but
14  you would like to speak tonorrow, August 26th, please
15 send an e-nmail with your and phone nunber to
16  public_heari ng@bt assoc. comor call 919-294-7712.
17 The next speaker is Rob Larew. Rob, we do not
18 currently have you |listed anong our attendees at this
19 tinme. However, if you have joined under a different
20 pame, we would ask that you raise your hand, and | can
21 see a phone nunber raising their hand and so I am going
22 to allowyou to talk and you will need to nake sure
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1 that your phone is unnuted in order to comment.
2 MR. LAREW Thank you for this opportunity and for
3 the technical assistance there.
4 | nust say as a rural resident that we appreciate
5 all the flexibility here as rural broadband chal | enges
6 and connectivity for rural residents to be able to
7 connect in many of these opportunities is a very
8 significant and very real challenge for many of us.
9 My nane is Rob Larew, and | serve as the President
10 of National Farnmers Union, a grassroots organi zation
11  that advocates on behalf of famly farners and ranchers
12 and rural communiti es.
13 Founded in 1902, today NFU represents
14 approxi mately 200,000 farnmers across the country whose
15 operations range in size, type, and production nethod.
16 NFU appreci ates the opportunity to present this
17 testinony on EPA's proposal to revise the |ight-duty
18 vehicl e greenhouse gas em ssion standards for Mdel
19 Years 2023 and | ater.
20 Whi | e aut omekers continue to invest in vehicle
21 electrification, there has al so been ongoi ng
22 investnents in vehicle inprovenents that reduce
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1 greenhouse gas em ssions and internal conbustion engine
2 vehicles.

3 EPA previously agreed that these current and

4 prom sing technol ogies may be able to deliver

S significant inprovenents in reducing greenhouse gas

6 em ssions once fully depl oyed. These new technol ogi es
7 go hand-in-hand with the use of high-octane fuels, such
8 as md-1|evel ethanol blends.

9 Hi gher ethanol |evels increase engine and vehicle

10 efficiency, providing greater GHG em ssi on reducti ons,

11  as well as reducing em ssions of criteria pollutants

12 and air toxics, such as benzene, celluline, and xyl ene.

13 Several studies already have been presented to EPA

14  regarding the many benefits of high-octane/l ow carbon

15 fuels, such as E3, and the National H ghway Traffic

16 Safety Adm nistration's Draft suppl enenta

17 Environnmental |npact Statenent recognizes increased GHG

18 benefits with higher blends of ethanol as well as the

19 ongoi ng reduced carbon intensity of corn ethanol.

20 Yet EPA appears to admt consideration of high-

21  octane/low carbon fuels in the proposal. W believe

22 this to be an error and a m ssed opportunity.
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1 As recently stated by the Alliance for Autonotive
2 lnnovation, which represents autonaekers that produce
3 nearly 99 percent of the new |light-duty vehicles sold
4 inthe United States, vehicle inprovenents along with
5 high-octane fuel should be encouraged as additi onal
6 solutions as soon as possible to nmaxi m ze environnent al
7 benefits across the fleet.

8 The Alliance acknow edged that these benefits
9 would be realized by new and exi sting internal

10  conbustion engi nes. GHG reductions through high-

11 octane/l ow carbon fuels could be occurring now.

12 In closing, NFU asks EPA to agai n acknow edge the

13 potential for high-octane/low carbon fuels, such as

14 E30, to reduce GHG em ssions fromlight-duty vehicles

15  today.

16 NFU al so understands this proposal to be the first

17 of several regulatory actions to address vehicle air

18 emissions. In finalizing this rule and devel opi ng

19 these proposals, EPA also nust consider the economc

20  Dbenefits increased use of md-level ethanol blends as a

21 hi gh-octane/l ow carbon cost-effective fuel will bring

22 to struggling rural communities while al so benefiting
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1 consuners.
2 NFU bel i eves EPA can and should apply its current
3 authority under the Cean Air Act to approve and
4 require higher-octane levels as well as to renove
S existing regulatory barriers to using md-I|evel ethanol
6 Dblends, such as allowing E3 to be used as a
7 certification fuel.
8 NFU will submt nore detailed witten comments and
9 we appreciate this opportunity today.
10 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
11 The next speaker will be Shannon Baker -
12 Branstetter. You may now unnmute and pl ease state your
13  nane and affiliation for the record.
14 M5. BAKER- BRANSTETTER: Good afternoon.
15 | " m Shannon Baker-Branstetter, Deputy Director of
16 Policy for Dream Corp Geen for All. W work to
17 advance solutions to poverty and pollution toward a
18 world that's green for all, not green for sone.
19 Thank you so nuch for the opportunity to join this
20  hearing.
21 W are heartened to see EPA state a target of
22 reducing pollution by 60 percent by 2030 which w ||
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1 save lives and accelerate clean transportati on choi ces,
2  but changes are needed to ensure the rule actually
3 delivers on this goal.
4 In a short tine I'd like to focus on two nain
S5 points. First, strong greenhouse gas eni ssions
6 standards for passenger vehicles are essential to neet
7 climte and racial equity goals, and, second, EPA's
8 Alternative 2 reduces nore pollution and has hi gher net
9 benefits than EPA's proposal, and Alterative 2 should
10 be the basis for the final rule.
11 Raci al inequalities and wealth, health, and risks
12 froma changing climate neans that every inprovenent to
13 addressing climte change is especially beneficial to
14 people in communities of color.
15 W may be beyond the point of being able to truly
16 fix the climate disaster that burning fossil fuels has
17  reaped but every fraction of a degree matters.
18 The big inpact and a marginal difference in
19 em ssion abatenent is especially true for the nost
20 vulnerable. People who live in floodplains or red-Iine
21 nei ghborhoods, | owinconme househol ds who nmay be
22 uninsured or underinsured for health or property
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1 coverage, people who don't have the neans to nove or
2 inprove the resiliency of their hones, and people
3 exposed to air pollution or have pre-existing health
4 conditions are all nore vulnerable to the effects of
5 climte change.
6 As the Nunber 1 contributor to the highest
/7 emtting sector in the United States, |ight-duty
8 vehicles present an opportunity, indeed an obligation,
9 to reduce emssions as quickly as feasible so that
10 ot her human needs can be net.
11 For exanpl e, increasing extrene heat neans that we
12 will need to add air conditioning for people to avoid
13  heat stroke which can cook people's organs w thout a
14 place of reprieve.
15 Transportation has the highest potential to reduce
16 em ssions and we can do this without [osing nobility.
17 W can still get where we need to go with | ower
18 em ssions and can nake these cuts in transportation
19 emssions far easier than in other essential sectors.
20 According to EPA's own anal ysis, the fuel savings
21 alone offset the costs of Alternative 2. Alternative 2
22 has al nost 30 percent higher net benefits and even
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1 applying a seven percent discount rate, both EPA s
2 proposal and Alternative 2 have the sane delta between
3 the costs and fuel savings. Therefore, there's no
4 downside to adopting Alternative 2 conpared to the
S proposal.
6 The hi gher net benefits under both three percent
7 and seven percent discount rate nmake Alternative 2 the
8 nost rational option.
9 G ven the risks of abrupt changes from gl obal
10 tenperature rise identified in the 2021 | PCC Report,
11  the benefits of reducing em ssion are very likely
12 underestimated in the governnent's anal ysis.
13 When it cones to passenger vehicle em ssions,
14  there's roomfor dramatic inprovenent. |In Mdel Year
15 2019, average em ssion rates for all new vehicles
16 increased three grans per mle, even as all autonakers
17 were conpliant with the standards.
18 There are too many | oophol es and bonus credits
19 even in the existing programand stricter standards and
20 | ess potential for gaining the systemw ||l be needed to
21 reach a 60 percent reduction in em ssions by 2030.
22 In conclusion, the status quo even before the
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1 COVID 19 pandenm c nmade far too many peopl e of color

2 sick and died too early fromissues directly related to

3 inequity in economc and environnental injustice. W

4 can build prosperity for all Anmericans by adopting

5 pollution standards that are strong enough to protect

6 the health of the nost vul nerable and to encourage

7 innovation and depl oynent of clean transportation

8 sol utions.

9 EPA's Alternative 2 is the clear superior choice
10 to reach these goals.

11 Thank you very nuch.

12 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.

13 The next speaker will be Mtch Hescox. W do not
14  currently have you |listed anbng the attendees at this
15 tinme. However, if you have joined under a different

16 nanme, we would invite you at this tine to raise your

17 hand and if you have joi ned using your phone, you can
18 raise your hand by dialing Star 9.

19 (No response.)

20 M5. THOWPSON: Ckay. We will nove on to the next
21  speaker.

22 Qur next speaker will be Gegory Caudill. You may
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1 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
2 for the record.
3 MR. CAUDI LL: Good afternoon.
4 My nane's Gregory Caudill, and |I'm here today as a
S private citizen, retired tire salesman, and retired
6 chief machinist mate, nuclear, on submarines.
7 | fully support this Admnistration's swift action
8 on clean cars and | strongly urge the EPA to adopt the
9 second alternative for nore stringent regul ati ons.
10 In the year 2000, ny wife and | purchased the
11  second Honda Insight that arrived in Gainesville,
12 Florida, and our first five years of ownership ny wife
13 averaged 74 m | es per gallon.
14 Over the tinme we owned the Insight she never went
15 Dbel ow an average of 60 mles per gallon. She put over
16 350,000 mles on that little car, which brings nme to ny
17 concerns.
18 How will |ight-duty vehicle standards be
19 maintai ned once they are established? What kind of air
20 will our grandchildren be breathing in 2050 or a
21  thousand years? How will we protect our shrinking oi
22 supplies for the future?
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1 Wth every Adm nistration change, we see changes
2 toclean air regulations. 1In the area of science, in
3 the area of convenience, and then there are people who
4 believe the science but lack the fortitude to effect
5 change and people who believe the science but are
6 unable to get the necessary votes to establish
7 permanent change. This tinme we nust not fail.
8 Strong standards have been established before and
9 | have seen themgutted every tine.
10 The United States put mankind on the nopon but
11 hasn't managed to apply the sane drive to nmake the
12 autonotive industry nore efficient. W're too busy
13 playing politics.
14 The clean air provisions deserve to be protected
15 by federal legislation across the full spectrum W
16  nust enact laws, not rules, in order to succeed.
17 The rich aren't worried about clean air. They'l|
18 be able to purchase it when the rest of us are gasping.
19 We are leaving our children's children one of the
20 |argest tax bills in history. What are we going to do
21  when we can no | onger use tonorrow s noney to pay
22 today's bills? Wy are we using tonorrow s carbon
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1 credits to pay for today's pollution?
2 The EPA should tighten |ight-duty em ssions and
3 this Adm nistration nmust once again make those rule
4 changes by law. M/ grandchildren are inheriting a
5 planet | barely recognize. d obal warm ng has al ready
6 produced hotter summers and warnmer winters from 50
7 years ago.
8 The ice caps and glaciers are nelting. CQur
9 freshwater supplies are threatened. Hones are coni ng
10 apart in the Mdwest because of excessive groundwater
11 renoval by commercial and farminterests.
12 Additionally, we are filling our |owwealth and
13 people of color communities by not achieving
14  environnmental justice to mtigate the inpact that
15 climate change is causing.
16 Ladi es and gentl enen, gender neutrals, we wll go
17 to Mars. W will go out to the asteroid belt and
18 beyond in the next two three hundred years. W're
19 going to need petrol eum sol vents, oils, and greases.
20 How can we continue to plunder our remaining petrol eum
21  resources?
22 Strong clean air standards will drive down
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1 pollution, provide conmmunities savings, and spur
2 innovation such as nenbrane nano-fi ber hydrogen fuel
3 cells, lithiumalkaline |ong-term storage batteries,
4 and wi nd and sol ar- powered rapi d-chargi ng stations.
3) The U.S. should have sol ar power from every roof,
6 private or public. W can raise the clean car
7 standards. W nust partner with the autonotive
8 industry to create strong standards that close the
9 | oophol es of weaker |egislation.
10 So | say let's save noney and nove ever forward
11 toward the Alternative 2 clean standards.
12 Thank you.
13 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
14 At this time, as we are slightly ahead of schedul e
15 for the day, we will open up comments to anyone who is
16 schedul ed to speak tonorrow who would |ike to speak
17t oday.
18 W will take the first five to 10 coments and
19 please indicate that you are here by raising your hand
20 and we will pronote you to panelist.
21 Kenneth Moore, | can see that you have your hand
22 raised. So |l wll be pronpting you to panelist at this
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1 tine.

2 As a reminder, you wll need to accept the

3 invitation in order to becone a panelist and therefore

4 be able to unnmute.

3) Kenneth, | believe | just gave you the ability to

6 unnute, although you will be unable to turn on your

7 video, if you would like to try unnuting at this tine.

8 (No response.)
9 M5. THOWSON: It seens that there nmay be sone
10 technical difficulty. |If you are experiencing

11  technical difficulties, we would encourage you to e-
12 mai |l public_heari ng@btassoc.comor call 919-294-7712.
13 As a reminder, we are currently opening it up for
14  coments that were originally schedul ed for tonorrow
15 So feel free to raise your hand and we will pronote you
16 to panelist.

17 Arthur Smth, | see that your hand is raised and
18 so | will pronmote you now. Wen you are ready, please
19 unnute and state your nanme and affiliation for the

20  record.

21 MR SMTH.  Thank you for this opportunity to

22 testify.
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1 My nane is Arthur Smth. | amhere today as a
2 private citizen. | amnow retired but served 20 years
3 in the Air Force analyzing foreign threats to our
4 weapons systens, followed by five years at Sout hwest
5 Mutual Institute and 12 years at Syracuse Research
6 Corporation, SRC. Wile at SRC, | led a group
7 anal yzi ng the maxi mum detection range of hostile radars
8 that mght threaten U S. aircraft.
9 You will note that none of our aircraft have been
10 shot down by hostile radars and missiles in the |last 20
11 years.
12 | hold a Master's degree in Electrical Engineering
13 fromthe University of Cklahona.
14 | strongly support this Admnistration's swft
15 action on clean cars.
16 My personal reasons for testifying, | admt to
17 being strongly influenced by Elon Musk. Since 2012, |
18 listened to what he said about hastening our transition
19 to sustainabl e energy.
20 As soon as | could convince ny wife, we bought a
21 2014 Tesla Model S. | still regard it as ny nost
22 satisfying purchase.
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1 In addition, | installed solar panels on ny roof

2 and | take great pleasure in driving on sunshine. M

3 Tesla autonobile is quick, clean, quiet, and costs

4 nothing to drive.

S In addition, Tony Seba in his book C ean

6 Disruption and Rethink X has been a major influence. |

7 strongly believe we could provide all of our energy

8 fromsolar, wind, and battery by 2030. W only |ack

9 the will,

10 We had a maj or power problemin February here in
11  Texas with many deaths and total |oss of power and

12 water for sone households for days. Qur Governor was
13 quick to blanme the problemon renewabl e energy. That
14 qui ckly proved fal se.

15 The Bi den Administration has pledged to put the
16 U.S. on track to reduce greenhouse eni ssions by nore
17 than 60 percent by 2030. Alternative 2 is the better
18 plan because it cl oses | oophol es, saves consuners, and
19 addresses the ongoing clinmate crisis.

20 Let's get on with it. By 2030, we should be able
21  to convert to all renewable energy. Fewer electric

22 cars versus hybrids are the best, nost efficient
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1 transportation alternative and emt zero pollution. W

2 nust fix the source of electric power, however.

3 Thank you for this opportunity to testify. Bel ow
4 |'ve attached Rethink X diagramthat shows it woul d
5 cost $197 billion over 10 years to transition Texas to

6 all solar, wnd, and batteries but then we would be

7 entirely free fromair-polluting fossil fuel and

8 provide clean air for our grandchildren.

9 In addition, we would have consi derabl e excess

10 energy under alnost all conditions. This requires a
11  lot nore solar power, a lot nore batteries, but not as

12 much as you mght think, and a few nore w nd turbines.

13 Thank you agai n.
14 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
15 It appears that MIton Mtchell nmay have | oi ned us

16 as a panelist. |If you would like to nake your comment
17 today as opposed to norrow, you are welcone to unnute
18 and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation for the

19 record.

20 MR MTCHELL: Yes. M nane is MIton Mtchell,
21 and good afternoon to everyone.

22 | reside in fort Washi ngton, Maryland, and | am
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1 here today as a private concerned citizen and al so an
2 imuno- conprom sed African American male 61 years ol d.
3 First, let ne say that the air quality right now
4 is tragically toxic and it's only getting worse. |
5 heard a great deal of the eloquent panelists earlier
6 speaking. | heard everything they were saying. So |
7 decided to reduce what | was going to say tonorrow and
8 |1 was glad I would be able to share today.
9 But one of the biggest concerns | have right now
10 is ny famly lives in Connecticut and we see all the
11 devastation that's going on up there. | have famly
12 down in Florida, see erosion of the sand and sea and
13  buildings falling, collapsing. | have famly in
14  Northwest, in part of California, Washi ngton, where all
15 the fires are burning right now, and what they have in
16 comon is the air that is flow ng across the skies that
17 they're breathing in and right now along with how we're
18 trying to survive with the pandemc, as | am nysel f,
19 being in the hospital for three plus nonths on a
20 tenporary heart machine due to hereditary anyl oi dosis
21  and a poisoned liver, | know what it is to breathe
22 hard.
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1 | don't want anyone to ever go through what | had
2 to go through and the road that we're on right now wth

3 the toxicity, the pollution, the problemwe' re having

4 wth the waters, contam nation of the fish | |ove so
5 well, and, nost of all, the vehicles that we all drive.
6 So what | ask today is that the EPA do everything

7 it can within its power to do everything it can to

8 reduce any pollution or toxicity because nyself, along
9 wth mllions, alnost two to three percent of the

10  popul ation is i mruno-conprom sed, transpl ant

11  recipients. Sonme have transplanted hearts, sone |iver,
12 whatever the case may be. It could be heart, could be
13 liver, could be kidneys, and at this particular tine
14  what we're |ooking for is help and support and

15 direction fromthe | eadership.

16 I'"'mvery proud of the Biden Adm nistration at this
17 time and | voted for himand I worked for himvery

18 hard, but this here is sonething that's urgently

19 inportant right now.

20 |"m painfully concerned as | see what is going on.
21 W nust wear the masks. W nust do all the things to

22 stay healthy, but we can control the climate if we do
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1 the right thing here which nust be done.
2 So | ask today as the African Anmerican 61-year-old
3 male with i mmuno-conprom sed, takes a great deal of
4  nmedication, that EPA do sonething to help al
S conprom sed individuals, to help all people, the 330
& mllion that is in this country at this particular
7 tine.
8 | decided to reduce ny speech that | was going to
9 have today, but I will submt in witing the nuch
10 | onger.
11 | thank the panelists for its tinme and hope
12 everybody stays healthy and well during this
13 challenging tine.
14 Thank you very nuch.
15 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
16 MR. M TCHELL: Thank you.
17 M5. THOMPSON: The next speaker who raised their
18 hand is Kenneth Moore. Kenneth, you are welcone to
19 unnute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation for
20  the record.
21 MR MOORE: M nane is Kenneth Mbore, and | serve
22 as Moderator of the First Congregation Church. Qur
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1 church is one of thousands of faith communities that
2 are part of Interfaith Power & Light. |'m not speaking
3 for our church but as a private citizen.
4 The latest report by the IPCC has rightly called a

S5 Code Red for Humanity, but the climate scientists who

6 prepared the report also offered the hopeful assessnent
7 that if the top emtting countries respond to the

8 report's alarmbells with aggressive efforts to curb

9 carbon pollution, the worst clinate outcones remain

10 avoi dabl e.

11 For those of us living in the Foothills of

12 California, this year's fires have been terrifying. W
13 have a famly in our congregation that |ost their hone
14 in the River Fire and other famlies have had to

15 evacuate because of the Caldor Fire.

16 This year's dreadful fire season has cone about in
17 part because of our use of fossil fuels has warned the
18 planet by one degree Celsius. The scientists predict
19 that the intensity of extrenme weather will be tw ce as
20  bad conpared to today's conditions if tenperatures

21 reach two degrees and quadruple as bad if gl obal

22 warm ng reaches three degrees.
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1 AS Texas Cimte Scientist Katherine Hague put it,
2 "Again and again assessnent after assessnent, the | PCC
3 has already nade it clear climte change puts at risk
4 every aspect of human [ife as we knowit. W're
S5 already starting to experience those risks today, but
6 we know what we need to do today to avoid the worst
7 future inpacts. The difference between a fossil fuel
8 versus a clean energy future is nothing | ess than the
9 future of civilization as we know it."

10 That's why | believe that the EPA nust set the
11  strongest possible federal clean car standards.

12 Choosing to continue producing | ess-efficient vehicles

13 just isn't wasteful, it's a noral travesty. It is

14 critical that the United States nove w thout del ay

15 toward a cl ean energy econony.

16 The EPA' s rul es can have a profound inpact upon

17 the sector that currently generates the | argest

18 percentage of climte pollution, transportation.

19 By adopting the strongest possible clean car

20  standards, you will not only drive down vehicle

21 pollution but you'll also spur the econony as new

22  sustai nabl e autonotive technol ogi es are brought online.
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1 Wil e the purchase costs of electric vehicles is
2 currently higher than fossil fuel vehicles, that's
3 about to change. Wth increased production and
4 advances in better e-technol ogy, the range and purchase
5 costs of electric vehicles wll soon be on part wth
6 fossil cars and trucks.
7 "' mthankful for the EPA's commtnent to
8 environnental justice because pollution has had its
9 greatest inpacts on the nost vul nerable in our
10 communi ties.
11 As faith | eaders, we are eager to support the work
12 that the EPA is doing not only to reduce pollution but
13  to inplenent just and equitable solutions to the
14 climate crisis.
15 Thank you very nuch.
16 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
17 At this time we have no one el se scheduled to
18 speak. |If there is anyone who did not register to
19 speak but would like to speak tonorrow, August 26th,
20  during our second day of the hearing, please send an e-
21 pmail with your name and phone nunber to
22 public_hearing@btassoc.comor call 919-294-7712.
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1 W will now pause to see if anyone else would I|ike
2 toraise their hand fromtonorrow s speaker |ist.
3 (No response.)
4 M5. THOMPSON: Ckay. W are now at the end of our
5 afternoon session.
6 EPA, are you ready to adjourn the virtual hearing
7 for today?
8 MR. CLECH W Yes, thank you, Kayl a.
9 First of all, | want to thank all of the speakers
10 for taking the tine to participate today. It's very
11 nuch appreci at ed.
12 Il wll ask one nore tinme would anyone else like to
13 speak who cannot speak tonorrow? One nore | ast
14  opportunity to rai se your hand.
15 (No response.)
16 MR OLECH W (kay. Good. | will conclude the
17 hearing for now and continue tonorrow at 9:30 a. m
18 Eastern Tinme using the Day 2 Zoom Li nk provided in your
19 preparation e-nmail.
20 Again, | want to thank all those who have
21 participated so far and agai n pl ease renenber that
22 we'll be accepting witten comments through Monday,
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1
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19

20

21

22

Sept enber 27t h.

Wth that, | conclude this Public Hearing for
today and I wi sh everyone a good eveni ng.

Thank you agai n.

(Wher eupon, the neeting was adjourned, to
reconvene tonorrow norning, Thursday, August 26t h,

2021, at 9:30 a.m)
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