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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 M5. THOWMPSON: Good norning and wel cone to the

3 United States Environnental Protection Agency's Virtual
4  Public Hearing for the Revised 2023 and Later Mbdel

5 Year Light-Duty Vehicle G eenhouse Gas Em ssi ons

6 St andards.

7 My nane is Kayla Thonpson from Abt Associ at es,

8 contractor to the U S. EPA

9 W are now ready to begin, and I'll turn it over
10 to EPAto get us started.

11 MR. OLECH W Good norning. On behalf of the

12 Environnental Protection Agency and the Ofice of Ar
13 and Radiation, I'd like to wel cone you to the second

14 day of our Public Hearing on EPA' s Proposed Light-Duty
15  Vehicle GHG Program and thank you again to our

16 contractor, Abt Associates, who will help with

17 adm nistering the Virtual Public Hearing today.

18 | am M chael O echiw, Director of EPA s Light-Duty
19 Vehicle Center in the Ofice of Transportation and Air
20 Quality, and I will be the presiding officer for

21 today's hearing.

22 Also with nme on the panel during the course of the
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1 hearing are Bill Charm ey, Robin Mran, and Tad Wsor
2 fromthe Ofice of Transportation and Air Quality, and
3 Mark Kataoka and Seth Buchsbaum from EPA's O fice of
4  Ceneral Counsel.
3) The purpose of this hearing is to receive oral
6 testinony fromthe interested parties regardi ng EPA s
7 Proposed Revisions to the Light-Duty G eenhouse Gas
8 Em ssions Standards.
9 As you know, during his first days in office,
10 President Biden issued a series of Executive Orders
11 that set a clear direction for the EPA and this
12 Administration to protect public health, address the
13 climate crisis, and ensure environmental justice.
14 These Executive Orders gave federal agencies
15 direction to use the best science, protect the
16 environnment and public health, ensure access to cl ean
17 air for everyone, reduce greenhouse gas em ssions, and
18 bolster resilience to the inpacts of climte change.
19 Executive Order 13990, issued on President Biden's
20 first day in office, directed all agencies to review
21  their regulations, orders, guidance, and policies to
22  ensure, anong other goals, that we are pronoting the
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 protection of public health and the environnent,

2 including the goal of reducing greenhouse gas

3 emssions, and to prioritize environnental justice.

4 Under this Executive Order, EPA was asked to

S review the April 2020 action by the previous

6 Admnistration to weaken the |ight-duty vehicle

7 greenhouse gas em ssions standards that had been in

8 place since 2012.

9 EPA' s carefully reviewed the record and assessed
10 nore recent information and the ongoi ng technol ogi cal

11  progress in the auto industry in both internal

12 conbustion and electrified technol ogi es.

13 After considering this robust technical record and
14  under EPA' s authority under the Clean Air Act, EPA has
15 now proposed a revised set of nore stringent GHG

16 standards, em ssions standards that would apply to 2023
17 to 2026 Model Year |ight-duty vehicles.

18 These proposed standards are the subject of

19 today's hearing.

20 As we show in the rul emaki ng docunents that are

21  now available in the Federal Register and EPA s website
22 and in the Public Docket, there is strong techni cal
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1 evidence that the auto industry is in a position to
2 very quickly get the Cean Cars Program back on track
3 wth annual GHG em ssions reductions simlar to those
4 that had been planned for the past decade.
3) In fact, by 2026 the proposed standards w ||
6 exceed the nost stringent standards of the original
7 2012 program
8 We project that the auto industry would neet this
9 technical challenge at a reasonable cost, that the
10 offsetting gasoline savings to vehicle owners would be
11  substantial, and the reductions in greenhouse gas
12 em ssions would be large, and that the proposed
13 standards woul d achi eve significant public health
14 benefits for Anericans.
15 W are at the sane tine all increasingly aware of
16 the urgency of the climate crisis and its sobering
17 effects alnost daily in the news, a reality that the
18 international clinmate scientists just brought into even
19 sharper focus in their major report earlier this nonth.
20 EPA and this Adm nistration are very clear that
21 these proposed revised em ssions standards, inportant
22 though they are, would not in thenselves result in
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 12
1 sufficient em ssion reductions for the nonunental task
2 at hand.
3 For that reason, the Adm nistration has announced
4 plans to devel op a broader and | onger set of
S regulations for light-duty vehicles that are planned to
6 be proposed during the next year.
7 As laid out in Executive Order 14037, issued
8 earlier this nonth, the Adm nistrator of the
9 Environnental Protection Agency shall, as appropriate
10 and consistent with the applicable | aw, consider
11 begi nning work on rul emaki ng under the Cean Air Act to
12 establish new nulti-pollutant em ssions standards,
13 including for greenhouse gas emi ssions for |light- and
14  pmediumduty vehicles, beginning with Mdel Year 2027
15 and extendi ng through and including at | east Mdel Year
16 2030.
17 As EPA enbarks on this future set of longer-term
18 standards, we | ook forward to public engagenent and
19 st akehol der i nput.
20 We are conducting this hearing in accordance with
21  Section 307(d) of the Cean Air Act and this hearing
22 provides the forumfor interested persons to submt
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1 oral presentations.
2 We have scheduled tine for all of those who have
3 registered using the online registration process. W
4 wll continue today until all speakers have been heard.
S We appreciate that holding a public hearing
6 wvirtually is relatively new, but EPAis commtted to
7 maki ng use of evolving technol ogi es and ensuring that
8 we hear fromall who wish to provide oral testinony.
9 As a rem nder, the public also has an opportunity
10 to submt witten comments through Septenber 27, 2021.
11 For the two days of this hearing, we have had
12 al nost 200 people register to present testinony
13 yesterday and today.
14 This hearing is being recorded and the transcri pt
15 w1l also be available electronically on the
16  regqgul ations.gov website EPA-HQ OAR-2021-0208.
17 We expect to post the recording of the hearing in
18 the next few days on the website for this rule.
19 This hearing will be conducted informally and the
20 Fornmal Rul es of Evidence do not apply. However, as
21 presiding officer, | amauthorized to strike fromthe
22 record statenments which are deened irrel evant or
V7 Trustpoint.One  Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one
https://regulations.gov

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 14
1 needlessly repetitious to enforce reasonable limts on
2 the duration of statenents of any speaker.
3 Speakers wll be allowed to nake oral statenents
4 which they may later expand in witing for the record.
5 W request that speakers state their nanes and any
6 affiliation prior to making their oral statenents and
7 tolimt their testinony to three mnutes. Wen a
8 speaker has finished their presentation, nmenbers of
9 this panel may ask questions concerning the issues
10 raised in the testinony.
11 Qur contractor, Abt Associates, wll be
12 facilitating the |ineup of speakers and hel ping to keep
13 testinony to three mnutes. W recognize that this is
14 not a lot of tinme and appreci ate everyone's cooperation
15 in allowng us to give everyone a chance to speak
16  t oday.
17 Pl ease note that the EPA has distributed a |ist
18 and a tentative order of those registered to speak
19 today and we may nake slight adjustnents through the
20  hearing for accompdati ons.
21 W plan to take a 30-m nute |unch break around 12
22 p.m today and an afternoon break around 3 p.m
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 Shoul d there be nenbers of the press with further
2 questions about today's hearing, please contact Erin
3 Birgfeld at birgfeld. eri n@pa. gov.
4 Wth that, I wll now ask Kayla to start the
5 hearing with our first set of speakers.
6 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you.
7 Before we begin, we'd like to go over sone
8 logistics for today's public hearing.
9 As a rem nder, all attendees are nuted
10 automatically. If you are speaking today, you wll
11  receive a notification on your screen that you are
12 being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
13  your speaking time. You nust accept that invitation to
14  be able to unmute when you are called to testify. This
15 wll also allow you to turn on your canera which we
16  encourage you to do.
17 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
18 their phones when called to testify.
19 If you're having technical difficulties, please
20 send an e-mail to public_hearing@btassoc.com or cal
21 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but
22 you would like to, please send an e-mail to
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 public_hearing@btassoci.comor call 919-294-7712.
2 Now we will begin our public testinony. The
3 expected speaking order is currently displayed on the
4 screen. W ask that each person limt their verbal
S testinony to three mnutes. W encourage you to
6 provide your full witten testinony and any additi onal
7 coments of any length to Docket Nunmber EPA- HQ OAR-
8 2021-0208 on regul ati ons. gov.
9 | will be introducing each speaker in turn.
10 Pl ease speak slowy and clearly so our court reporter
11  can record these proceedi ngs accurately.
12 Speaker Bl ock 1
13 M5. THOWPSON: The first speaker wll be Mria
14 Venner. You may now unnute and pl ease state your nane
15 and affiliation for the record.
16 M5. VENNER Marie Venner. |I'mD rector of the
17 Smal | Business Alliance.
18 As a nom and a National Acadeny TRB Researcher who
19 has done close to 50 projects under these prograns and
20 who still chairs TRB AHC-10, one on environnent al
21  managenent and decarboni zation, | thank you for your
22 proposal to strengthen federal greenhouse gas em ssions
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 standards for passenger cars and |ight trucks by
2 setting stringent requirenents for reductions through
3 Model Year 2026.
4 However, it is inportant to finalize standards for
5 Model Years 2023 to 2026 before working on pollution
6 standards for |ater years.
7 Al so, please go wth your Alternative Nunber 2 as
8 that would put 400,000 extra EVs on the road by 2026
9 and result in a 130 mllion netric tons fewer GHG
10 em ssions.
11 | was concerned to see and urge you not to go with
12 your initial preferred alternative as it includes sone
13 | oophol es to autonmakers that may ot herw se underm ne
14 strong pollution reduction targets.
15 EPA should finalize the strongest possible option.
16 We nust do better and go further. | used to supervise
17 environnmental specialists at a state DOT. So | have
18 insight into what is considered in transportation and
19 requl atory deci sion-nmaking and what is not.
20 Pl ease hear nme. There has been an aval anche of
21 research this past decade on the harns fromvehicle
22 em ssions and their connection to every physical,
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 cognitive, and enotional condition where inflammation
2 is a conponent because fossil fuel em ssions of all
3 types cause this inflammation, cause 21 percent of
4 denentia and Al zheiner's cases and vastly increase the
5 risk of asthma and autism
6 My kids have asthma and ny son is on the spectrum
7 Denver was the worst polluted city in the world one day
8 this summer and has had over 50 days of dangerous air
9 pollution, keeping us all indoors.
10 As a public servant and public policy researcher,
11 | was shocked at the extent of the health effects
12 evi dence, deaths from cancer, organ danmage, as well as
13 the nost severe inpacts to quality of life, |earning,
14  anxiety, depression, illness, cognitive declines,
15 suicide, that | knew were not being considered in
16 decisions to fund projects.
17 | could use up ny entire tine just giving quotes
18 fromdoctors, nedical researchers saying there is no
19 safe level, no safe | evel of these pollutants.
20 Conpl etely aside fromthe severe climate risk we
21 are facing which justify getting off of fossil fuels
22 now and not registering one nore fossil fuel vehicle
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 and nmaking every sort of healthy transportation
2 alternative wdely available, the health risks
3 overwhelmngly prove that this path shoul d be taken.
4 A date should be set when no nore fossil fuel
5 vehicles can be registered and used on public roads.
6 Public funds for w dening should be paused this decade
7 and transportation funds should be spent on ensuring
8 that everyone has access to universal broadband and
9 transportation options, only investing in clean and
10 healthy ones, many, many lives to condone it.
11 Thank you. A recent literature review of air
12 pollution health effects research is submtted for the
13  record.
14 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
15 The next speaker will be Marilyn Hall. Marilyn,
16 you may now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and
17 affiliation for the record.
18 M5. HALL: Good norning. M nane is Marilyn Hall,
19 and | appreciate the opportunity to speak in support of
20 the proposed rule. I'mtestifying as a private
21 citizen. | amretired and I live in Maryland. |
22 | earned of this hearing through Consuner Reports.
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1 My testinony is notivated by the climate crisis

2 and our urgent need to dramatically reduced energy

3 emssions that contribute to gl obal warm ng.

4 | support the Adm nistration's swift action on

5 clean cars, but | urge the EPA to adopt the second

6 alternative of this rule. That alternative would

7 deliver greater savings to consuners and elimnate

8 | oophol es for autonekers.

9 | don't go in for flashy cars and I'mnot an early
10 adopter of new technologies typically. | drove ny |ast
11  car, a beat-up mnivan, for alnost 20 years before

12 thi nking about a newcar. As | considered a

13  replacenent, | felt conpelled to swtch to a hybrid

14 and, if possible, an electric vehicle so that | could
15 reduce the pollution burden that ny driving places on
16 the rest of the world.

17 | amfortunate that | was able to purchase a pl ug-
18 in hybrid car that neets nmy needs, is a great car that
19 |'ve already taken on a fewroad trips. | only w sh

20 that the battery would carry nmy car farther between

21 charges so that | would not need to rely on gasoline as
22 much as | do.
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1 There's a huge market for electric cars that wll
2 pbecone even larger as the technology inproves. | have
3 found trenendous interest in hybrid electric cars since
4 | started driving mne. Friends have asked to check
S out ny car to see whether it would work for them
6 Strangers approach ne at charging stations with
7 questions about the technology. Sone fol ks have
8 comrented longingly that they would Iike to own an
9 electric vehicle but they need prices they can afford.
10 The proposed rule can help that to happen for Anerican
11 consuners. People want electric cars.
12 We live privileged lives in this country and our
13  continued use of polluting vehicles is damaging the
14  environnment, contributing to global warm ng and causi ng
15 frightening deadly weat her events that have already
16 caused many deaths in this country and around the
17 worl d.
18 This proposed rule, especially the EPA's second
19 alternative, is an essential step towards sl ow ng
20 climte change.
21 | urge you to nove forward with the second
22  alternative as the final rule.
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1 Thank you for your attention. | appreciate this
2 opportunity.
3 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.
4 The next speaker is Jennie Churchill. Jennie, we
5 do not currently see you anong the list of attendees.
6 However, if you have joined using a different nanme, we
7 would invite you at this tinme to raise your hand and if
8 you have called in, you may rai se your hand by dialing
9 Star 9 on your phone.
10 (No response.)
11 M5. THOMPSON:
12 M5. THOWSON: We will now nove on to the next
13 speaker on our list.
14 The next speaker is Martin Allen. Martin, you nay
15 now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation
16 for the record.
17 MR. ALLEN: Good norning. Thank you for the
18 opportunity to testify this norning.
19 My nane is Martin Allen. |I'ma real estate
20 attorney at D Francesco, Bateman in New Jersey, but
21 |'Il be testifying today as a private citizen.
22 | strongly support this Admnistration's efforts
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1 to encourage production and use of clean cars and urge
2 the EPA to adopt the second alternative which woul d
3 deliver greater savings to consuners and elimnate
4  industry | oophol es.
3) " mgoing to speak to you about ny personal
6 experiences as an electric vehicle owner and the issues
7 of upfront costs, range anxiety, and a need for
8 inproved infrastructure.
9 Upfront costs. Yes, purchasing an EV is nore
10 expensive than purchasing a petroleumfuel ed car.
11  However, the cost savings for ownership of an all-wheel
12 drive SUW to an all-wheel drive EV have been
13 remarkable. | went from spendi ng over $200 per nonth
14 in gasoline alone as conpared with a nom nal additional
15 cost to ny hone electricity of maybe $30 a nonth, a
16 difference in cost that nore than offset ny higher
17 nonthly | ease paynents for ny EV.
18 After that, | have zero mai ntenance charges on the
19 new car, no oil changes, no fuel changes, no filter
20  changes, no periodi c schedul ed mai ntenance costs, and
21 |'"msaving nore than the upfront costs on ny "nore
22  expensive electric vehicle."
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1 Range anxiety. Did | have range anxiety? OCh,
2 yeah, | have range anxiety. Did | get over it? Yes,
3 very quickly. 1 live in the Watchung Hills, New
4 Jersey, and we get sone inclenment w nter weather here.
5 So a four-wheel drive vehicle was a requirenent.
6 My EV, which has dual notors, is set by ne to get
7 approximately 250 mles on a conplete charge, and | can
8 get over 300 mles fully charged. | charge ny car
9 around once or twice a week. | installed a Level 2
10  240-volt charge in nmy garage in ny townhone house at a
11 cost of less than $300. | get a full charge at hone in
12 around six hours, but | alnbst never charge from zero
13 at hone.
14 Let ne tell you a story how | got over range
15 anxiety. Soon after getting ny electric vehicle, |
16 went on vacation and parked ny car at the airport. On
17 the way to the airport, | discovered that | had | ess
18 than 60 nmles |left of estimated charge. Wat if the
19 estimate was wong? What if there wasn't sufficient
20 charge to get hone?
21 So when | left the airport, | put on the standard
22  regenerative braking, slowed ny speed, used ny brakes
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1 probably a bit nore frequently than | woul d have

2 normally, and | arrived at honme with an estimated m |l es

3 of nore than what | started with. As for quick

4 charging stations, | have used a couple and within 15

S5 or 20 mnutes, any short coffee break, ny car has been

6 fully charged. |[|'mover anxiety, no nore range

7 anxiety.

8 Lack of infrastructure. Do we need fast charging

9 stations for we consuners' range anxiety? Absolutely,
10 and | believe the Admnistration's plans will greatly
11 hel p.

12 Are single famly honeowners at an advantage now
13 over nultifamly and nultistory residential dwellers?
14  Absolutely. But with increased investnments in

15 infrastructure, incentives for petroleumretailers to
16 install charging stations, local |and use incentives

17 and the like, infrastructure can and will be built to
18 neet the needs of consuners.

19 | mproved fuel econony standards by the EPA i s but
20 one way to put industry on a path to reduce greenhouse
21 gas em ssions by encouragi ng devel opnent and sal es of
22 electric vehicles.
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1 EPA' s strong car standards will drive down overall
2 pollution, spur technol ogical electrification
3 innovation and drive down consuner costs.
4 The EPA should not accept a rule which with a weak
5 proposal and | oopholes for the automaker industry.
6 There's no need to conpronmise. | therefore ask the EPA
7 to take action to set the strongest clean car standards
8 possible, reinstate the CGbana/Bi den federal standards,
9 and Alternative 2, and even stronger standards
10 thereafter.
11 |''mnore than happy to answer questions. |[|f not,
12 thank you very nmuch for your tinme, and have a good
13 norni ng.
14 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
15 The next speaker on our list is Ann Harvey. Ann,
16 we do not currently have you listed anong the |ist of
17  attendees. However, if you have joined using a
18 different nane, we would invite you at this tine to
19 raise your hand, and if you have called in, you may do
20 so by dialing Star 9 on your phone.
21 (No response.)
22 M5. THOWSON. We will now nove on to the next
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1 speaker.
2 The next speaker will be Marguerite Pennoyer. You
3  may now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and
4 affiliation for the record.
5 DR. PENNOYER: Good norning. M nane is
6 Marguerite Pennoyer, and |I'm a physician specializing
7 in allergy, asthma, and inmunol ogy.
8 | al so volunteer as Board Chair of the Anmerican
9 Lung Association in Maine and Vice Chair of the
10  American Lung Associ ation of New England and the M d-
11  Atlantic.
12 Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you
13 today about this vital topic. M thanks also go to
14  President Biden and his Adm nistration who know how
15 critical it is to tackle climate pollution from
16 transportation.
17 Thi s proposal and the broader actions on clean
18 cars fromthe Adm nistration are hel pful, but we need
19 the nost stringent possible clean car and truck
20 standards to truly make good on President Biden's
21 commtnents to address clinmate action and environnental
22 justice.
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1 The transportation sector is the |argest source of
2 greenhouse gas em ssions in the United States.
3 @Gasoline- and diesel -powered cars, SUs, and the
4 increasingly-powerful pickup trucks pollute the air we
5 breathe and drive climte change.
6 |'"ma doctor, a parent, and a hybrid electric car
7 owner who has benefited fromthe increasingly w de
8 choice of options for cars neeting or exceeding EPA s
9 standards as we try to nmake autonotive choi ces that
10 will protect nmy patients and ny children's health.
11 However, | wanted to share ny husband's recent
12 experience in trying to purchase a |ight-duty pickup
13  truck as just one exanple of the need for ever-stronger
14 standards.
15 He had just retired | ast year and was | ooking for
16 a small truck to tackle a nunber of honme construction
17  projects and canoeing trips. He searched |long and hard
18 to try to find an acceptable option for a light truck
19 that had zero or | ow greenhouse gas eni ssions, either
20 hybrid or all-electric. There were al nost exactly zero
21 avail abl e options.
22 Pressure to innovate has been stym ed for pickup
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1 trucks by | oopholes and | ack of pressure on the
2 industry. These wildly popular and energy inefficient
3 pickup trucks now seemto be anong the nbst common type
4 of personal vehicle seen on Maine's roads and the
5 nation's hi ghways.
6 Truck manufacturers have been bypassing so many of
7 the air quality protections that have been engi neered
8 into their smaller cars. This is but one personal
9 exanple anong so many of why stronger standards are
10 needed to drive innovation, ingenuity, and provi de many
11  nore clean truck and car options that don't further
12 jeopardi ze our clean air.
13 Pl ease ensure that these standards don't include
14 any shortcuts or | oopholes for autonakers to cut
15 corners so that we see significant and genui ne
16 reductions in greenhouse gas em SSions.
17 Pl ease do not all ow unnecessary gi ve-aways or
18 conplex credit schene for autonmakers that | ook good on
19 paper but that negate real-world benefits and del ay
20  progress toward newer and cl eaner technol ogies.
21 | support all EPA efforts to reduce greenhouse gas
22 emssions for all cars, trucks, and | arger vehicles
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1 that will protect the health of ny famly and ny
2 patients.
3 The EPA nust set nuch stronger standards covering
4 cars, SUVs, and light trucks through at |east 2030 to
5 drive the transition to zero em ssion vehicles that the
6 nation needs and that President Biden has called for in
7 his Executive Oder.
8 The EPA nust finalize this rule to cover the Mbdel
9 Years 2023 through 2026 and set up nore health
10 protective standards beyond that.
11 The EPA proposals are a necessary first step
12 toward addressing the previous Adm nistration's
13  roll back of cleaner cars, but it's only a start.
14  Stronger standards are desperately needed.
15 According to the Lung Association's Road to C ean
16 Air Report, a nationwide transition to zero em ssion
17 vehicles, including passenger cars, buses, and heavy-
18 duty vehicles, will provide $72 billion in health
19 benefits and a $113 billion in clinmate benefits
20 annually by 2050. It would reduce dangerous air
21  pollution, especially for communities that |ive near
22 mgjor roads, and in June, the Lung Association rel eased
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1 a poll showing that 70 percent of American voters are
2 in support of the Federal CGovernnent advanci ng policies
3 to encourage a nationw de transition to electric
4 vehi cl es.
S So in conclusion, climate change is threatening
6 the health of ny patients and ny famly. The Biden
7 Adm nistration nust use all available tools to reduce
8 carbon pollution. W nust take i medi ate action at
9 every level to address climte change and reduce
10 greenhouse gas eni ssions.
11 Pl ease finalize this proposal quickly and nove
12 forward with even bol der greenhouse gas and fuel
13 efficiency standards for cars, |light trucks, and SUVs
14  into the future that will speed up this truly vital
15 transition to zero em ssion vehicles.
16 Thank you.
17 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
18 The next speaker will be Phyllis Terwilliger. You
19 may now unnmute and pl ease state your nane and
20 affiliation for the record.
21 M5. TERWLLI GER  Thank you for providing an
22 opportunity to testify.
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1 | amPhyllis Terwilliger, a United Methodi st
2  Wman, a nother, and an el enentary educator, and |
3 drive a car.
4 As adults, we breathe 16 tines per mnute. That's

5 48 breaths during this three-mnute testinony. A child
6 breathes 25 tines per mnute. That's 75 breaths during
7  this three-mnute testinony.

8 | recently noved fromBerle, Pennsylvania, to the
9 urban area of York, Pennsylvania. On average, a car or
10 truck passes by nmy house every three seconds. | live
11  on a very busy road.

12 The Anerican Lung Associ ation states, "An

13 estimated 30 to 45 percent of the people in North

14  Anerican cities live or work near enough to a busy road

15 to experience significantly higher |evels of

16 pollution.” This, of course, leads to increased rates
17 of asthma and other respiratory illnesses.
18 Low i ncone people and communities of color are

19 often closest to highways and bear the greatest burden
20 fromvehicle pollution.
21 The EPA nust, nust set the strongest possible

22 federal vehicle em ssion standards to ensure we are
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1 protecting famlies from pollution and reversing
2 climte change.
3 We as humans are spiritual creatures. The Hebrew
4 word for breath, Ruach, is the sane word for spirit.
S Ar isthelife force that brings all people into
6 existence beginning with their first breath.
7 Therefore, dirty air can conprom se our spiritual
8 health.
9 Spirituality is not nmerely a belief and an
10 ultimate reality. It's a belief in the possibility
11 that clean air is a basic human right available for
12 all. Qur communities deserve clean, breathable air.
13 A healthy spiritual life is intimtely connected
14 to the EPA s reduci ng dangerous greenhouse gas
15 pollution by setting the bol dest possible em ssions
16  standards.
17 Take a deep breath. Thank you.
18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 The next speaker will be Deb Bjork. You may now
20 unmute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation for
21  the record.
22 DR. BJORK: Thank you for the opportunity to
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 34
1 speak.
2 My nane is Deb Bjork. | live in Fort Collins,
3 Colorado, a city which since 2008 is within the non-
4 attainnment area due to surface ozone with a serious
S rating by the EPA, but it's also rated as a best place
6 toliveinthe US in various polls.
7 The i ncongruence in these two facts exenplifies
8 accelerated rate of climte change. In 50 of the |ast
9 57 days, |'ve received unhealthy air quality alerts.
10 Surface ozone fornms in sunlight mxing with pollutants
11  made worse in high tenperatures. The air has been
12 suffocating. The outdoor air is stifling, a heat done
13 wth oppressive tenperatures and pol |l ution.
14 | have asthma as do ny children and grandchil dren.
15 We are confined to our honmes with air purifiers and air
16 conditioning just to be able to breathe and we're
17 fortunate to be able to do that.
18 Qur air is just one of the many catastrophic
19 inpacts of clinmate change. Qur children and
20 grandchildren are inheriting a burning hot and poll uted
21 worl d.
22 The sobering and terrifying Sixth
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1 Intergovernnental Panel on Cinmate Change Report
2 released two weeks ago clearly describes our hellish
3 future unless we take imedi ate and bold action to curb
4  fossil fuel em ssions.
S W nust mtigate the worst of clinmate change. W
6 need the EPA to enact strong standards. | have a Ph.D.
7 in clinical psychology. Research shows that the
8 effects of climte change place children at risk of
9 nmental health consequences, including PTSD, depression,
10 anxi ety, phobias, sleep disorders, attachnent
11  disorders, and substance abuse. These in turn can |ead
12 to problens with enotional regulation, cognition,
13 | earning, behavior, |anguage devel opnent, and academ c
14  performance. Together, these predi spose adverse nent al
15 heal th outcones.
16 Climte change also affects adults with nental
17 health inpacts and significant stress. Two recomended
18 coping strategies that reduce psychol ogi cal inpacts of
19 climte change are staying inforned and taking positive
20 action towards change.
21 O note, one suggested action is to buy an energy-
22 efficient or electric car.
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1 Because the transportation sector is the | argest

2 source of carbon pollution in the U S., reducing

3 vehicle pollution is essential for the fight for

4 climate change and clean air. Reducing pollution from

5 cars and light-duty trucks is crucial to inproving air

6 quality.

7 Movi ng qui ckly and decisively to zero pollution

8 vehicles paves the way for people to take action.

9 Pl ease enact the strongest federal clean car

10 standards through 2026 to neet anbitious pollution

11  reduction goals. Please elimnate | oopholes for

12 automekers. Strong regulations puts themon track to
13 sell mllions of vehicles and sets us on the path to a
14 hundred percent zero em ssions new vehicles sal es by
15  2035.

16 We have the technology. W have the science. W
17 have the | arge autonakers posed to conply, and we have
18 the Anerican public clanoring for change. Vehicle

19 pollution not only causes clinmate change but it al so
20 degrades air quality and threatens our health. Strong
21 regulations can give ny grandchildren and all children
22 clean air and a trajectory towards a healthier clinate.
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1 Thank you.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll

4 receive a notification on your screen that you are

S being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
6 your speaking tine. You nust accept that invitation to
7 be able to unnute when you are called to testify. This
8 wll also allowyou to turn on your canmera which we

9 encourage you to do.

10 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute

11 their phones when called to testify.

12 If you are having technical difficulties, please
13 send an e-mail to public_hearing@btassoc.com or cal

14 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak but
15 you would like to, please send an e-nmail with your nane
16 and phone nunber to public_heari ng@btassoc.comor call
17 919-294-7712.

18 The next speaker on our list is Frank G anda.

19 Frank, we do not currently have you listed anong the

20 |ist of attendees. However, if you have joined using a
21 different nane, we would invite you to raise your hand

22 at this tinme, and if you have joined by dialing in
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1 today, you may raise your hand by dialing Star 9 on

2 your phone.

3 (No response.)

4 M5. THOWPSON: We will now nove on to the next

S speaker.

6 The next speaker will be Jack Hol ngreen. Jack,

7 you may now unnute and pl ease state your nane and

8 affiliation for the record.

9 MR. HOLMGREEN: Thank you for this opportunity to
10 give ny testinony on this subject. | nake these

11  comments as a private citizen.

12 My nane is Jack Holngreen, and | live in Kirk

13  County, Texas. | am President and Founder of

14 Sparkl eTap Water Conpany, but | did serve as chief

15 engi neer on seagoi ng vessels for 38 years, so |'mvery
16  know edgeabl e about the inportance of energy denmand

17 managenent for the safety of our crew. | had to nake
18 sure we had sufficient energy onboard to make it to the
19 next port.

20 | currently own and operate three vehicles with

21 internal conbustion engines used in ny business. M

22  personal vehicle is a 2021 Toyota Sienna Hybrid and one
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1 of ny conpany vehicles is a 2006 Toyota Sienna. So |
2 have personal know edge about the relative difference
3 in fuel consunption of these two vehicles.
4 My '06 Sienna travels about 500 mles on 30
5 gallons of gasoline while ny Hybrid Sienna will go that
6 far with 12 gallons. That cones out to about a 55
7 percent increase in efficiency. A fully electric
8 vehicle, however, such as the Tesla plug-in nodels,
9 while having zero gasoline em ssions, is actually |ess
10 efficient due to the shorter range, reliance on
11 charging fromthe grid, which in Texas is
12 overwhel m ngly powered by natural gas and sone coal
13 with very little wnd or solar.
14 The effect is that the plug-in vehicles are
15 actually just replacing gasoline with sone other fossil
16 fuels for the nost part.
17 My coomment is this. The plug-in vehicle is not
18 adding efficiency unless it is coupled with a
19 requirenment that it provides solar, w nd, or hydrogen
20 power to charge it. Wth hybrid nodels, however, there
21 is an imredi ate reduction in gasoline consunption and
22 pollution with no burden on the already delicate grid
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1 as witnessed here in Texas |last w nter.
2 Most plug-ins will charge at hone in the evenings
3 when returning fromwork and this is at peak | oad
4 period. Sone countries are already assessing huge
5 inport duties for all-electric vehicles because it is
6 far nore efficient to just burn gas in the car than it
7 is torely onthe grid which in nmany cases is fed
8 primarily by coal.
9 Just to be clear, | support Proposal Nunber 2 in
10 order to elimnate | oopholes that the transportation
11 industry will nost certainly take advantage of, but
12 with only the two proposals on the table, you' re asking
13 us do you want nme to cut off both your hands or do you
14  just want ne to cut off one? G ven those two choi ces,
15 Nunber 2 is far superior.
16 "' masking you to consider a third choice. How
17 about offering us the hand, one that doesn't do nore
18  harm t han good?
19 Thank you for the tine, and | vyield.
20 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
21 The next speaker will be Natalie Pien. You nay
22 now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation
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1 for the record.
2 M5. PIEN. Hello. | am Natalie Pien, current
3 President of Loudon Cimate Project, an Asian Anerican,
4 and calling in from Leesburg, Virginia.
3) Thank you for the opportunity to share ny thoughts
6 as a climate activist, fornmer environnental scientist,
7 retired public school science teacher, owner of hybrids
8 and an EV since 2010, and biol ogi cal grandnother to be
9 in January 2022.
10 ' m concerned about the future for ny children, ny
11 grandchildren, and my over 1,000 m ddl e school science
12 students.
13 Efforts to prepare our children to succeed in life
14 will be for naught unless we act to avoid the nost dire
15 consequences of clinmte change. They all deserve a
16 |ivable planet wi thout struggling to survive.
17 A livabl e planet can be achi eved through net zero
18 carbon em ssions by 2050. This goal requires
19 Alternative 2 for 100 percent zero em ssions from
20  vehicles and power plants by 2035.
21 In addition, Biden rejoined the Paris Agreenent
22 and Alternative 2 is essential to neet the conm tnent
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1 to cut greenhouse gas em ssions in half by 2030.
2 Upon the early August rel ease of the | PCC Six
3 Assessnent, the UN Secretary General announced that the
4 world is in Code Red due to human-induced climate
5 change.
6 Wiere | live, Northern Virginia is now an air
7 quality marginal non-attai nnent area due to excessive
8 ozone. Internal conbustion engine vehicles, ICEs, emt
9 ozone precursors as well as other pollutants that harm
10  human heal t h.
11 | vividly recall the tinme I wal ked ny now 33-year -
12 ol d daughter in a stroller down a sidewal k in Leesburg.
13 | becane anxious and al nost distraught realizing that |
14 was exposing her to car exhaust. Zero em ssion
15 vehicles would elimnate this experience and restore
16 clean air and inproved health to our comunities,
17  especially comunities of color disproportionately
18 exposed to air pollution.
19 Additionally, Alternative 2 wll conpl enent
20 President Biden's Anerican Jobs Plan by creating
21 distributed jobs installing charging stations
22 nationw de.
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 43
1 Aut o manufacturers are already phasing out |ICE
2 nodels in favor of EVs.
3 Adopt Alternative 2 to reassure manufacturers that
4 they are not taking a risk. Take the opportunity to
5 transition our nation off fossil fuels. M husband and
6 | have already enbraced it. W purchased our first
7 hybrid in 2010 and our first EVin 2019. Wth nore
8 charging stations, the need for a hybrid and its
9 greenhouse gas em ssions wll be elimnated.
10 Fol |l owi ng the footsteps of our Canadi an nei ghbors,
11 by 2035 Canada will require 100 percent of all new
12 |ight-duty cars and passenger truck sales to be zero
13  emni ssi ons.
14 As an EV driver, | don't mss going to the gas
15 station to buy gas. | don't mss going to the car
16 dealer to pay for regular service and repairs.
17 A 2018 study by the University of M chigan found
18 that operating an EV is less than half the cost of
19 operating an ICE. There's so many benefits to be
20  gai ned.
21 In conclusion, | urge you to adopt the strongest
22  possible standard as proposed in Alternative 2. It
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1 wll close | oopholes for autonmakers to avoid the
2 standards all together.
3 Further, Alternative 2 is necessary to conply with
4  Executive Order 12866 requiring agencies to choose the
S5 regulatory alternative that nmaxi m zes net benefits.
6 Thank you for holding this public hearing.
7 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
8 The next speaker will be Cara Fleischer. You may
9 now unmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
10 for the record.
11 M5. FLEI SCHER: Good nor ni ng.
12 "' m Cara Fl eischer from Tal | ahassee, Florida, and
13  the United Methodi st Creation Care Leader.
14 As a climate advocate, it is an honor to speak to
15 you about the need for the strongest vehicle em ssion
16 rules at this pivotal nonment in history.
17 Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi ness, |
18 grew up believing these are ny rights as an Anmerican.
19 In one generation, this constitutional prom se has been
20 stolen fromne, ny children, ny four-year-old niece,
21 every Anerican alive and those yet to be born, al
22  pecause we have failed to act boldly on the climate
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1 crisis.

2 Climate air quality advocacy becane ny m ssion

3 five years ago after the Paris Agreenent was signed and

4 hope poured into ny heart that world | eaders were

5 united to solve climate. That was a nonent | felt

6 called by God and | was changed fromthe stay-at-hone

/7 nmomw th a communi cations background to a full-tine

8 climate justice advocate.

9 It turned out that as a nomw th an infant who

10 suffered fromasthma, | already knew how cars, trucks,
11 and power plants were polluting our air and turning it
12 into snog.

13 Followi ng the EPA Air Quality Index, yellow red,
14 and purple snog alerts were the normin Atlanta, and we
15 felt trapped. W picked up and noved back to ny hone
16 state of Florida for cleaner air that got hit with a

17 devastating hurricane shortly after show ng us we

18 couldn't escape the climate crisis.

19 Al of this happened when the Obana/Bi den vehicle
20 em ssions regulations were in effect. That is why I

21 strongly feel that we need to not only return to those
22 standards but to go further to cut vehicle em ssions
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1 that are making us sick, causing thousands of deaths,

2 and speeding up the climate crisis.

3 The science is clear. The solutions are

4 available, and the political will has risen to nake

S climate action the top voting issue in the 2020

6 election.

7 My advocacy led ne to the UN dimate Convention

8 Top 25 in Madrid as a Christian climte observer. The

9 shanme Anericans endured because our governnent pulled
10 out of the Paris Agreenent, abandoning the Paris

11  process, and leaving the world adrift w thout our

12 | eadershi p was devastati ng.

13 Presi dent Biden returned us to the Paris Agreenent
14 and when | go to COP 26 in Novenber, | know all eyes

15 will be on himand what the United States does.

16 WIIl it be nore photo ops and increnental action
17 or will we rise to this enornous chall enge and put our
18 noney where our pronises are? W need bol d | eader shi p,
19 the bol dest.

20 The steps President Biden's EPA takes now wil |

21 either mark himas a chanpion who literally can save

22 the world or just another politician who cane up short.
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1 This is the nonment he has been waiting for his whole
2 |ife, a chance to do the ultimte good for hunmanity,
3 and no other decision he nmakes will cone cl ose.
4 H story will renmenber if Anerica rose to neet this
5 challenge of drastically reduci ng greenhouse gas
6 emssions or failed to do humanity to suffering |ike
7 we've never known.
8 Creating strong vehicle emssions rules is a
9 substantial step in showing the world that we are
10 serious about doing our part to solve the climte
11  crisis that our wealthy country played a |arge part in
12 creating. There is no time to waste. The |IPCC Report
13 was as devastating as it was obvious.
14 We have al ready nmade irreversible changes to our
15 planet and the worst case scenarios are com ng
16 dangerously fast, in decades, if we don't slamon the
17 brakes of vehicle greenhouse gas em ssions and cut them
18 drastically.
19 We can rise above all the darkness and put the
20 planet and the future of every human bei ng above
21 corporate pressure and profits. W nust reduce
22 greenhouse gas em ssions if ny children and al
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1 Anericans are to follow their God-given right to life,
2 liberty, and the pursuit of happi ness.
3 On Septenber 1st, people of faith around the world
4 wll conme together for the World Day of Prayer for
S5 Creation for 24 hours of constant prayer for those
6 suffering fromclimte catastrophes and for our | eaders
7 to take bold action to solve the climate crisis |eading
8 up to COP 26.
9 Presi dent Biden and all of you wll be in ny
10  prayers.
11 Thank you.
12 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
13 The next speaker will be Dave Cooke. You may now
14  unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
15 the record.
16 MR. COOKE: Thanks. |'m Dave Cooke, Senior
17 Vehicles Analyst with the Union of Concerned
18 Scienti sts.
19 "Il not bel abor the points made by countl ess
20 testifiers these past couple days as to the urgent need
21 to address climate change. Unfortunately, EPA's
22 proposal does not adequately reflect that urgency.
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1 It's especially apparent given the unnecessary
2 | oophol es which run through the agency's proposed rule.
3 First, while the agency has significantly narrowed
4 the damage caused by its proposed extension of the EV
S multiplier, thanks to a nore stringent cap, than those
6 in the California Agreenents, EPA has not adequately
7 justified the need for such an incentive, particularly
8 inlight of its continued refusal to account for the
9 upstream eni ssions of these vehicles which already
10 significantly rewards EV depl oynent at the expense of
11  guaranteed em ssions reductions.
12 We recommend the agency sinply do away with the
13 multipliers entirely.
14 Second, the Of-Cycle Credit Programis broken, as
15 indicated by EPA' s acknow edgenent in the proposal that
16 manufacturers have been receiving undue credits for a
17 nunber of technologies. Nowis the tine toreinin
18 this program not expand it.
19 We recommend that EPA finalize the nore rigorous
20 definitions of the off-cycle technol ogies while
21 pmaintaining the 10 gram per mle nenu cap.
22 Third, manufacturers are currently sitting on over
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1 220 mllion nega grans of credits. Even under the
2 current rules, our nodeling indicates that the industry
3 has nore than enough credits to conply with the
4 agency's proposal in 2023 without any lifetine
5 extensions.
6 Wil e the proposed extension may be nore [imted
7 than a simlar give-away in the 2012 rul es, the agency
8 didn't conduct any nodeling effort to justify the need
9 for such an extension, and we reconmend that the agency
10 elimnate it.
11 Fourth, the full-sized pickup advanced technol ogy
12 credit is unwarranted for it has clearly proven any
13 concerns about electrifying this segnent wong with the
14 power boost hybrid package is already at nearly a 10
15 percent take rate wthout any additional credits.
16 It's hard to see what's acconplished with this,
17 apart fromdirectly cutting into the stringency of the
18 rule with a corporate w ndfall.
19 Finally, all of these | oopholes are nmade avail abl e
20 ahead of any changes in the rule. 1In other words, EPA
21 is proposing to weaken the standards in Mdel Years
22 2022 and earlier below that of the SAFE Rul e.
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1 | f EPA does not believe it has the authority to

2 strengthen the rules for Mdel Years 2021 and 2022, it
3 should not undercut themeither. No added flexibility
4 should go into effect for the industry until the year
S5 EPA begins increasing the stringency of the rule.

6 Oherwse, it single weakens the already inadequate

7 standards on the books today.

8 EPA deserves kudos for noving quickly to right the
9 ship that the previous Admnistration tried to sink,

10 but it remains nore than a few bucketfuls short of

11  bailing us out of the current disaster.

12 Putting in place Alternative Nunber 2 for Mdel

13  Years 2023 through 2025, increasing its stringency in
14 2026, and elimnating the remai ni ng unnecessary

15 flexibilities would likely still fall short of the

16 em ssions reductions promsed nearly a decade ago, but
17 it would at least put the industry back on course with
18 the trajectory comensurate with President Biden's

19 recent Executive Order and with what the science says

20 is needed to address clinmate change.

21 Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.
22 W'l continue to engage with the EPA to provide
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1 further data to strengthen the rule and ensure we can

2 achieve the maxi numreductions possible fromthis

3 sector.

4 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.

S The next speaker will be Dodi e Hawki ns. You may

6 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation

7 for the record.

8 M5. HAWKINS: Good norning. |'m Dodi e Hawki ns,

9 here representing New Mexi co Conference United

10  Met hodi st Wonen, New Mexico Interfaith Power & Light.

11  Excuse ne.

12 | want to thank you for allowing so many of us to
13 share our thoughts and expertise regardi ng the EPA Gas
14 Em ssion Standards.

15 | have listened for two days to convi nci ng

16 argunents to support the nost robust and inclusive

17 standards possible if we are to avert the tipping point
18 to a climate disaster. So many people fromall wal ks
19 of life have taken their tinme to testify and | thank

20 them

21 What nore can | say to convince the EPA to devel op
22 the standards requested by so nany esteened speakers?
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1 Anything | mght say related to clinmte change,

2 conbustion engines, electric vehicles, or the |ike

3 would only be redundant.

4 So | would like to focus ny few m nutes on

5 sonething else, our responsibility to be good stewards

6 of God's creation: this world. | know there are

7  people rolling their eyes and tuning ne out as just

8 sone batty old [ ady but hear ne out, please.

9 W can't all be at all places at all tines. So

10 responsi ble people are selected to be stewards or the
11  persons who nmanage anot her person's property or affairs
12 and that is what the EPAis, our steward of earth.

13 | believe the earth is speaking to us | oud and

14 clear. Earthquakes, floods, droughts, fires, and nmany
15 ot her tragi c consequences of our disregard for the

16 earth are becomng all too frequent. Unfortunately, we
17 have not heard the cries fromthe earth for far too

18 | ong.

19 Is it too late? | pray not. | amblessed with 15
20 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren so far.

21 WIIl they feel that | betrayed them by not doi ng enough
22 to stop the onslaught of climte change? Again, | pray
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1 not. But EPA stewards, you have the opportunity to be
2 good stewards, good managers of this earth.
3 Personally, at 84, |I'mrunning out of tine and
4 energy to fight the fight but not so for you.
S Uni ted Met hodi st Wonen has nmade Just Energy for
6 Al apillar of their efforts for the next four years.
7 This organi zati on of over 800,000 wonen will be
8 watching the EPA to see if they are up to the task of
9 being good stewards. Let's all pray that you are.
10 Thank you.
11 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
12 The next speaker will be Mchel Hartrick. You nay
13 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
14  for the record.
15 MR. HARTRICK: Good norning. | am M chel
16 Hartrick, representing the A liance for Autonotive
17 I nnovation or Autol nnovators.
18 Aut ol nnovators represents autonakers that produce
19 nearly 99 percent of all new |light-duty vehicles sold
200 in the United States, their suppliers and technol ogy
21 and nobility conpanies.
22 Aut ol nnovat ors and our nenber conpanies are
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1 aligned with this Adm nistration's goals and vision for
2 addressing climte change and fostering a strong and

3 conpetitive U S. econony. W support the goals of

4 EPA's GHG Program

3) Today, the auto industry is transformng to

6 provide cleaner, safer, and smarter autonobiles. Auto
7 conpanies are stepping up to the challenge to greatly
8 expand electrification, setting aspirations for 40

9 percent to 50 percent of new light-duty vehicle sales
10 in 2030 and investing over $330 billion on

11  electrification by 2025.

12 Thus, it is critical that EPA, NHTSA,

13  Autol nnovat ors, auto conpani es, and ot her stakehol ders
14  work together to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions and to
15 enable a shift to electrified and zero em ssion

16 vehicles, including battery electric vehicles, plug-in
17 hybrid electric vehicles, and fuel cell electric

18 vehicles, while continuing to support U S. auto jobs.

19 There are three aspects that | want to highlight
20  today.
21 First, the long-termvision starts today. Going

22 fromtwo percent electric vehicle sales today to 40
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1 percent or nore in less than nine years will be
2 challenging. Achieving this goal will require nore
3 than just regulating vehicles. It requires significant
4 efforts by all stakeholders, including federal, state,
5 and | ocal governnents, utilities, refueling
6 infrastructure providers, builders, and fleet
/7 operators, to nane a few.
8 Ensuring EVs and their charging and refueling
9 infrastructure are affordable, equitable, and
10 convenient for custoners will be crucial to grow ng
11 custoner demand and nmaking the EV transition.
12 This will require a conprehensive national
13 strategy which includes state, |ocal, and federal
14  investnents to put into place the necessary conditions
15 for success which are in addition to the substanti al
16 investnents that automakers are naking towards the EV
17 transition.
18 Second, today's standards need to include actions
19 to set the stage for |longer-termsuccess. These
20 standards will require significant increase in
21 electrification.
22 Therefore, we support EPA' s inclusion of
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1 provisions that incentivize and encourage this,
2 including electric vehicle production nmultipliers and
3 the recognition that the electric vehicles have zero
4 tailpipe emssions. These tools are necessary and
S inportant to a robust and well -bal anced program
6 Finally, | want to note the inportance of
7 coordination and stringency alignnment between EPA' s
8 greenhouse gas and NHTSA' s Corporate Average Fuel
9 Econony Prograns.
10 Fundanental to the principles the agencies and the
11  auto industry have worked under since 2009, alignnent
12 of these regulations is critical to reducing
13  unnecessary burdens.
14 We nust put all resources toward achi eving our
15 shared goals. This is especially inportant as
16 automekers' investnents transition away from i nternal
17 conbusti on engi nes and increase in electric vehicle
18 technol ogi es.
19 Thank you for your tinme. Autolnnovators
20 anticipates submtting witten comments to address
21 EPA' s greenhouse gas standards, NHITSA's corporate
22 average fuel econony standards, and the coordination
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1 and harnoni zati on between the two. [|'m happy to take
2 any questions.
3 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.
4 AS a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
S receive a notification on your screen that you are
6 being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
7 your speaking tine. You nust accept that invitation to
8 be able to unnute when you are called to testify. This
9 wll also allowyou to turn on your canera which we
10 encourage you to do.
11 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
12 their phones when called to testify.
13 | f you have joined using a nanme other than what is
14 |isted on the speaker list or have dialed in, we ask
15 that you please raise your hand when called on so we
16 can pronote you to the role of panelist. [|f you have
17 called in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9.
18 If you are having technical difficulties, please
19 send an e-nmmil to public_heari ng@btassoc.com or cal
20 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but
21 you would like to, please send an e-mail with your nane
22 and phone nunber to public_Heari ng@btassoc.com or call
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1 919-294-7712.
2 The next speaker is Mary Ann Baier. Mary Ann, we
3 do not currently have your full nane listed on the |ist
4 of attendees. W do have a Mary Ann in attendance. |
5 would ask that you raise your hand which | can see that
6 vyou did. So | wll pronote you to panelist at this
7 tine.
8 When you are ready, you may unnute and pl ease
9 state your nane and affiliation for the record.
10 M5. BAIER Hello. Can you hear ne?
11 M5. THOWPSON:  Yes.
12 M5. BAIER  Ckay. Thank you.
13 Thank you for the opportunity to testify. M nane
14 is Mary Ann Baier, and |'mhere today as a retired
15 private citizen from Dearborn, Mchigan. | own a Kia
16 N ro Electric Car that | supply with ny sol ar panels.
17 | support this Admnistration's swift action on
18 clean cars but urge the EPA to adopt their second
19 alternative that woul d deliver greater savings to
20 consuners and el i m nate unnecessary | oophol es for
21 aut omakers.
22 | believe that disincentives should be applied to
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1 any internal conbustion engine vehicle by applying a
2 carbon tax and incentives should be given to those
3 busi nesses who purchase an electric vehicle by not only
4 giving a tax credit but by allowng themto take a
5 faster depreciation on the vehicle.
6 The world is in Code Red and we need Code Red
7 solutions and conbustion engi ne production should be
8 ended as soon as possi bl e.
9 Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.
10 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
11 The next speaker will be Douglas Durante. You nay
12 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
13  for the record.
14 MR. DURANTE: Hi, good norning. | think I'm
15 unnuting. Can you hear ne?
16 M. THOVMPSON: We can.
17 MR. DURANTE: And do | need to do sonething to see
18 ne?
19 M5. THOMPSON: You are wel cone to cone on canera
20 by clicking the Start Video button which shoul d be
21 | ocated on the | ower |eft-hand side of your screen.
22 MR. DURANTE: |'m not seeing that unfortunately.
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1 Just a mnute. OCh, I'msorry, here it is. Gay. M

2 mstake. See ne now?

3 M5. THOWMPSON: Yes, we can see you.

4 MR, DURANTE: kay. |'msorry.

3) Good norning. M nane is Doug Durante. [|'mthe

6 Executive Director of the O ean Fuels Devel opnent

7 Coalition. W're a nonprofit organization supporting

8 policies and prograns to reduce the use of petrol eum

9 and inprove air quality.

10 W want to commend the EPA for your action on this
11 rul e and recogni zing how inportant it is.

12 But this rule makes the Admnistration's

13 preference clear with regard to electric vehicles.

14  Done right, EVs can play a key role in our collective
15 efforts to increase efficiencies and reduce pollution
16 w thout questi on.

17 Qur issue with this rule is what it does not do,
18 which is to acknow edge that even under the nost

19 optimstic scenarios EVs will not provide significant
20  benefits for many years and during that tinme we'l|

21  continue to rely on internal conbustion engines

22 operating on gasoline.
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1 If the objective is to decarbonize our
2 transportation fuels, gasoline is the predom nant fuel
3 in the transportation sector with approxi mately a 125
4 Dbillion gallons consuned annually, it should be obvious
5 where we start. W sell 12 to 15 mllion new cars
6 every year that have an average road |life of about 12
7 years.
8 So even if EVs chip away and capture market share,
9 gasoline will remain the primary fuel. W wll drive
10 trillions of mles over the next decade al one on
11 gasol i ne.
12 The way we can nmake that gasoline nore efficient
13 and less of a carbon and GHG emitter is to give
14  automekers the tools they need, the key one being a
15  hi gher m ni num oct ane st andard.
16 The proposal of how you coul d recogni ze oct ane
17 when the SAFE Rul e was devel oped in 2020 but not now,
18 and | use the word "recogni ze" | oosely because you
19 didn't take any action on octane but at |east you
20 solicited conmments on how hi gh octane could contribute
21 to the objectives of increased efficiency and reduced
22 em ssions, what the optinumlevels were, what kinds of
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1 benefits could be expected, what other issues would
2 arise, and, inportantly, how it can be done consi stent
3 with Title 2 of the Clean Air Act, which, anong other
4 things, establishes controls on air toxics.
3) W feel |like it's a fair question for us to ask
6 what happened. You say in the rule you' ve updated the
7 analysis fromthe 2020 final rule. W provided
8 detailed information on the octane issue then and asked
9 EPA for the opportunity to comrent again so we could
10 provide even nore conpelling data and i nformation. You
11  did not even ask.
12 | ncreasi ng octane all ows autonekers to give better
13 mleage, plain and sinple. This is not a futuristic
14  vision as future cars can absolutely maxi m ze hi gh-
15 octane fuels. These gains can al so be achi eved now
16 with today's cars and this is verified by the auto
17  industry in correspondence that we've submtted to you.
18 The other half of the story is increasing octane
19 while ensuring it does not cone fromaronatic conmpounds
20 not only tackles the highest carbon conponent in
21 gasoline but also the nost deadly and | quote from your
22 own proposed rule the statenent that EPA has changed
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1 its position and "it is nore appropriate to place
2 greater weight on the magnitude and benefits of
3 reducing em ssions and endanger public health and
4 welfare."
S Aromatics |ike benzene and the fam |y of benzene
6 products are the prinmary source of octane and produce
7 fine particulates which are contributing to a range of
8 negative health inpacts.
9 We have an abundant supply of non-toxic, |ow
10 carbon, high-octane ethanol that can neet the octane
11  demand and repl ace those aronati cs.
12 W ask that in the final regulatory analysis for
13 this rule and in the preanble and anything el se EPA
14 puts out you acknow edge the need to focus on gasoline
15 and if we supply information on octane in our coments,
16 it not be disregarded as outside the scope of this rule
17 just because it's not in it now.
18 Thank you for your consideration of these views
19 and we will be submitting nore detail ed coments.
20 Thank you.
21 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
22 The next speaker will be Mark Cooper. AS a
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1 remnder, Mark, you will need to unnute your phone in
2 order to speak. \When you are ready, please state your
3 nane and affiliation for the record.
4 DR. COOPER.  Thank you. Can you hear ne?
S M. THOVPSON: We can.
6 DR COOPER Can you see ne?
7 M5. THOMPSON:. We will not be able to see you
8 because you have dialed in today.
9 DR. COOPER: Ckay. Fair enough. | have a picture
10 on. | thought | could do it, but I'll begin.
11 | am Dr. Mark Cooper, Director of Research at the
12 Consuner Federation of Anmeri ca.
13 We greatly appreciate the opportunity to speak
14  today. | want to begin by applauding the agency for
15 taking the tinme to do it right. It was easy to say
16 that the rule adopted by the previous Adm nistration
17 made no sense but nmuch nore challenging to reverse the
18 rule in a manner that would withstand scrutiny by the
19 courts under the Adm nistrative Procedure Act.
20 Over the course of a decade, we have shown the
21 steady inprovenent in rule-witing that makes the
22 current rules and national programthat was defended by
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1 the TAR consistent with the underlying energy statutes
2 and the APA
3 It was inmportant to restore the correct |ogic and
4 approach of the national program It was necessary to
S obey the statutory tinelines laid out in the Energy
6 | ndependence and Security Act, EISA. It was inportant
7 to signal that there would be a dramatic change in
8 direction but one that stayed within those constraints.
9 Now t he hard work begins. The agency has
10 continued with the approach to regul ation that we cal
11 command but not control.
12 Thi s approach involves six elenents which we
13 identified as long-term technol ogy-neutral, product-
14 neutral, responsive to industry needs, responsive to
15 consuner needs, and pro-conpetitive.
16 The one challenge here is that the agency nust
17 accelerate a transition in technology to an all -
18 electric fleet, a transformation to which many of the
19 autonmekers have al ready conmtted.
20 Therefore, the agency is not nmandating a
21 technology, it is seeking to snboth and accelerate its
22 adoption.
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1 Two key features of the transition are then
2 crucial. First, there are likely to be at |east 100
3 mllion gasoline vehicles sold before the transition.
4 |t is conplete. They are likely to stay on the road
5 for a quarter of a century. Therefore, it is inportant
6 to make sure that they are as efficient as possible.
7 Doing so can help the transition because setting high
8 standards on the gasoline part of the fleet will speed
9 the adoption of electric vehicles and a significant
10 part of the gains in efficiency of those vehicles,
11 vehicl e design, operation, may be applicable to the
12 electricity portion of the fleet.
13 Second, it is inportant to close the | oophol es and
14  you've heard a | ot about those. W're especially
15 concerned about | oopholes that m ght all ow aut omakers
16 to use the electrical vehicle part of the fleet to
17 relax the efficiency of the gasoline part. That would
18 be a mistake and we urge you not to allow that to
19  happen.
20 Establishing the goal of an all-electric fleet and
21 speeding the transition wll require changes in
22  infrastructure beyond the setting of the efficiency
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1 standards and the Adm nistration has recogni zed and
2 commtted to doing so in the near-term
3 Qur econom ¢ anal ysis shows and the agency seens
4 to agree that the total cost of driving will go down as
5 we transition to an all-electric fleet. That is, the
6 costs neasured by the pocket book spending is negative.
7 That is, we save nore than we spend on the technol ogy.
8 Public health and environnmental benefits increase
9 and already positive benefit cost ratio. G ven that

10 finding and the al ready denonstrated commtnent to

11  infrastructure, we believe that this programwl |

12 benefit all Americans of all incone |evels and the

13 faster the transition takes place, the better off we

14  will all be.

15 Thank you.

16 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.

17 Speaker Bl ock 2

18 M5. THOMPSON: The next speaker will be Luke

19 Tonachel. You may now unnute and pl ease state your

20 nane and affiliation for the record.

21 MR. TONACHEL: Good norning, and thank you for

22 holding this hearing.
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1 My nane is Luke Tonachel, and |I'm Director of the
2 (Cean Vehicle and Fuels Group at the Natural Resources
3 Defense Council or NRDC.
4 "' m here today on behalf of NRDC s nore than three
S mllion nenbers and online activists who support our
6 efforts to safeguard rights of all Americans to clean
7 air, clean water, and a healthy pl anet.
8 NRDC appreciates EPA's efforts to get the U S
9 back on the road to cutting carbon pollution from
10 light-duty vehicles. EPA' s mssion to protect public
11  health and welfare conpelled the agency to strengthen
12 vehicle pollution standards.
13 The standards that EPA finalized in 2012 during
14  the Gbama Adm nistration were justified and provi ded
15 nmuch- needed carbon reductions. Despite the dramatic
16 weakeni ng of the standards caused by the SAFE Part 2
17 Rul emaki ng, EPA should be working to at | east restore
18 the carbon pollution reductions expected under the 2012
19 rule for Mddel Years '21 through '25.
20 Therefore, NRDC urges EPA to finalize a rule
21 stronger than the proposal and at |east as stringent as
22 Alternative 2. Alternative 2 wuld get the U S. close
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1 to recapturing the nuch-needed em ssions reductions
2 that were expected under the original 2012 Obama
3 standards.
4 According to EPA's analysis, Alternative 2 would
5 deliver up to $16 billion nore in net benefits than the

6 proposal over the l[ifetinme of the Mddel Year 2023 to

7 2026 vehi cl es.

8 Sinply put, under Alternative 2 the U S. would

9 achieve nore em ssions reductions and consuners woul d
10 save nore noney at the punp than the proposal.

11 NRDC believes that Alternative 2 should be adopted
12 without the advanced technol ogy incentive nultipliers
13 for Model Years 2022 to 2025 to further align themwth
14 the 2012 rule.

15 Advanced technol ogies, particularly plug-in

16 electric vehicles, are already being deployed at |evels
17 contenpl ated by the 2012 rule in 2025 w t hout

18 rmultipliers.

19 To encourage the continued depl oynent of the

20 cl eanest vehicle technol ogi es, including

21 electrification, NRDC urges EPA to al so strengthen the

22 Model Year 2026 stringency.
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1 Presi dent Biden has set a goal of 50 percent EV
2 sales by 2030. A recent analysis of autonotive
3 technology diffusion curves in | eading European EV
4 markets indicates that neeting a 50 percent sales
S target in 2030 would require 2026 sales to be at | east
6 12 percent which is significantly above the eight
7 percent projection for the proposal.
8 Ti ghteni ng t he Model Year 2026 stringency by at
9 least an additional 10 grans per mle would hel p ensure
10 that automakers stay on track for neeting President
11  Biden's 2030 goal.
12 I n conclusion, NRDC urges EPA to finalize a Model
13  Year 2023 to 2026 rule that is stronger than the
14 current proposal to nmaximze near-term carbon
15 reductions and set the U S. on the best path for post-
16 2026 standards that neet the nonment on climate.
17 Thank you very much for your tine.
18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 The next speaker on our list is Kent Smth. At
20 this time, we do not see himlisted anong the list of
21 attendees. However, if you have joined using a nane
22 other than what is listed on the speaker list or have
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1 dialed in, we ask that you please raise your hand at
2 this tine and if you have dialed in, you can do so by
3 dialing Star 9 on your phone.
4 (No response.)
S M5. THOWPSON: We will now nove on to the next
6 speaker.
7 The next speaker will be R chard Newhouse. You
8 may now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and
9 affiliation for the record.
10 MR. NEWHOUSE: Can you see ne?
11 M5. THOWPSON: We can.
12 MR. NEWHOUSE: Good. That's encouragi ng.
13 Good norning. M nane is R chard Newhouse. |'ma
14 retired civil engineer, and | live nowin Austin,
15 Texas. I|I'mfornerly fromthe New York Gty
16 Metropolitan area.
17 The reason that | got initially involved |iving
18 all my life in the New York Gty Metropolitan area was
19 the fact that the Gty Metropolitan area is a non-
20 attainnent area and the nunber of alerts that | started
21 to get for air quality was beginning to concern ne, and
22 |'"mvery concerned now about my six grandchil dren and
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1 the kind of conditions that we're |eaving our
2 grandchildren.
3 | think that they deserve better, and | al nost
4 have the feeling that the earth is trying to send us a
5 nmessage and trying to shake us off between earthquakes,
6 drought and floods, and here in Austin, Texas, we have
7 a unique situation where we're getting dust storns from
8 the Saharan Desert, if you can believe that.
9 In any case, | want the EPA to shift to their
10 Alternative 2 which would save consunmers nore noney,
11 cl ose | oophol es which you've heard a | ot about in the
12 testinony, for autonobiles that woul d underm ne these
13 standards.
14 We nust ensure that the voices in support of
15 strong vehicle em ssions standards are heard,
16 especially since the industry | obbyists will use this
17  hearing as an opportunity to submt msinformation in
18 support of weaker standards.
19 | mproving fuel econony is one of the ways U S.
20 automakers can reduce greenhouse gas enissions of their
21 vehicles and nine of 10 U S. adults agree that
22 automakers would continue to inprove fuel econony for
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1 all vehicles and | arge SUVs and pickup trucks.
2 Strong clean air standards can drive down vehicle
3 pollution, support our econony wth consuner savings
4 and spur innovation in the devel opnent of new cl eaner
5 car technologies and electrification of the
6 transportation sector which you've heard quite a bit
7 about.
8 The Adm nistration has pledged that this clean air
9 announcenent will put the U S. on track to reduce
10 greenhouse gas em ssions from new passenger vehicles by
11 nore than 60 percent by 2030 conpared to vehicles sold
12 | ast year.
13 The weaker proposal with additional |oopholes for
14 aut onobi |l es neans that proposed standards woul d deli ver
15 only 75 percent of the savings of the original
16 (oama/ Bi den standards. This is an unnecessary
17 conprom se, given the EPA's own anal ysis which
18 indicates that |oopholes around EVs woul d deliver only
19 the stated purpose of increasing EV sales.
20 EPA's own Alternative 2 in the proposed rule
21  elimnates many | oophol es for automakers and i ncl udes
22 slightly stronger standards that natch the Cbama/ Bi den-
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1 era standards from 2023 onwards that woul d deliver
2 greatest savings.
3 Setting strong federal clean air standards through
4 2026 can put us back on track to save consuners up to
5 $80 billion in reduced gas, nmintenance, and price
6 costs over the lifetinme of new vehicles purchased
7 during the next five years while restoring clean air in
8 our conmmunities.
9 | feel very strongly about Alternative 2 as |
10 think we owe it to our grandchildren to | eave them a
11  better world than the one we have now.
12 So thank you for allowing ne the opportunity to
13 speak, considering that | was originally going to speak
14 yesterday but | had a dental energency. So | really do
15 appreciate your flexibility. Thank you very nuch.
16 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
17 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
18 receive a notification on your screen that you are
19 being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
20 your speaking tinme. You nust accept that invitation to
21  be able to unnmute when you are called to testify. This
22 wll also allow you to turn on your canera which we
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1 encourage you to do.

2 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute

3 their phones when called to testify.

4 I f you have joined using a nane other than what is

5 Jlisted on the speaker list or have dialed in, we ask

6 that you please raise your hand when called on so we

7 can pronote you to the role of panelist. |If you have

8 called in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9.

9 If you are having technical difficulties, please
10 send an e-mail to public_heari ng@btassoc.com or cal

11 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak but
12 you would like to, please send an e-mail with your nane
13 and phone nunber to public_heari ng@btassoc.comor call
14 919-294-7712.

15 At this tine we will nove to the next block of

16  speakers.

17 The first speaker on our list is Victoria Gllet.
18 Victoria, we do not currently have you listed anong the
19 attendees. However, if you' ve joined using a different
20 pame, we ask that you raise your hand at this tine or
21 dial Star 9 on your phone.

22 (No response.)
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1 M5. THOWSON. We will nove on to the next
2  speaker.
3 The next speaker will be Thomas Holiday. You may
4  now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
5 for the record.
6 MR. HOLIDAY: Good norning. M nane is Thonas
7 Holiday, and | appreciate the EPA arranging this public
8 hearing allowing participation in the critically
9 inportant autonotive sector for the future of Anerican
10 nobility.
11 Am | com ng through on the speaker, on the canera?
12 M5. THOWPSON:  Yes.
13 MR. HOLI DAY: Ckay. Geat.
14 Al right. WlIl, | support the proposed EPA
15 G eenhouse Gas Em ssions Standards for Mdel Year 2026
16 and just to be conscious about that, that would be a
17 52-m | e-per-gallon efficiency and a CO2 burn of a 171
18 grans per mle.
19 The reason | endorse that is it's already done by
20 the top three hybrids, the top three, the nost
21 efficient, the nost highest-achieving hybrids in
22 production, the Toyota Prius, the Honda |Insight, the
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1  Shindai Hyundai lonig, and so those three really

2 already do that.

3 Al I would ask is that the autonmakers have a

4 significant increase in the production of hybrids. 1In

5 other words, the technical standards of the fl eet

6 should mx their hybrids. |Instead of a two percent

7 mle hybrid and a five percent strong hybrid, the

8 autonakers should voluntarily raise those hybrids 10

9 percent per mle hybrids, 10 percent of the fleet for
10 strong hybrids. |[If they do that, they will sell them
11 Here's how | know that. NASA science reveal s that
12 for mllennia the atnosphere carbon di oxi de had never
13  been over 300 parts per mllion until 1950. Today,

14 it's over 400 ppm Inproving em ssions doesn't nean

15 going backwards in efficiency or acceleration.

16 We've had in the |atest 24-hour Lemans Endurance
17 Race two Toyota Hybrids beat the pants off of

18 everybody. They canme in Nunmber 1 and Nunmber 2. There
19 were two Toyota Hybrids in that race. That was 3,500
200 mles and an average speed of a 153 mles an hour and
21 they took it and those hybrids, I'mtelling you |I've

22 driven one for eight years, the 53 mles to the gallon
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1 is realistic.
2 So what do hybrids do? Wiy am| saying that?
3 Because hybrids give us independence fromthe
4 vulnerability in a developing grid, gives us
5 independence from natural disasters, cyber hacks,
6 disruptions due to evolving demand on the grid, and
7 they get us there right away.
8 So mxing the hybrids in at a | ower percentage
9 wll advance the high efficiency of every fleet. W
10 need nore hybrids and one nore thing. Pollution is
11 Jlocal, and it's also global. Wather is global, and
12 the global air climte is a world circulation system
13 with winds that transport water, heat, CO2, water
14 vapor, all of the greenhouse gas em ssions.
15 W're like living in a circular bowl with the
16 weat her systens running fairly directly west to east
17 and then occasionally get the polar weather and it
18 verticals down, but in Anmerica it's one of the cl eanest
19 producers of electricity in the world.
20 However, and that's because we use nore natural
21  gas here, but we still use nore oil. W burn nore oi
22 to nake electricity. About 45 percent of our electric
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1 production is done with oil, about 41 percent with gas,
2 and unfortunately still about 10 percent with coal.
3 Down the line is nuclear, wind, and hydropower way down
4  there.
3) So it's not a free ride to go straight to
6 electricity and say all of these vehicles that we
7 really have to have, we couldn't handle it. I'm not
8 sure we can handle it by 2026, but if we go to hybrids
9 first and we build up the hybrid arsenal on the roads,
10 | think that it would go a | ong way.
11 | just say electrifying American nobility, it
12 starts here. Let's do it right, put the imredi ate
13 enphasis on hybrid.
14 Thank you. God bless. Anen.
15 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
16 The next speaker is Leah Wste. Leo, we do not
17 currently see you listed. However, | do see a raised
18 hand for a different nane that | will pronote to
19 panelist, and when you are ready, you nay unnute and
20 please state your and affiliation for the record.
21 M5. W STE: My nane is Leah Wste, and I'mthe
22  Executive Director of Mchigan Interfaith Power & Light
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1 or Mchigan IPL, as you can see on ny screen, and we
2 work with over 300 nenber congregations throughout the
3 state and these congregations conprise thousands of
4 people of faith and conscience who are commtted to
S bolt climate action and protecting our comrunities.
6 Thank you for allowing ne to offer testinony
7 today.
8 When President Biden announced the draft tail pipe
9 emssions standards earlier this nonth, M chigan
10  Congressnman Dan Kildee offered a strange kind of
11  praise, saying, "This is sort of a Goldie Locks goal.
12 Not too nuch, not too little. It's just right." But
13 it's clear that the tinme has passed for noderate not
14 too much, not too little policy.
15 When | first began working at M chigan | PL eight
16 years ago, we pointed to the climate inpacts that were
17 happening in other parts of the world and to
18 scientists' prediction of warm ng tenperatures and
19 increasingly erratic weather, but we no | onger talk
20  about climate inpacts in the future tense.
21 This summer, the climate crisis brought another
22  thousand-year flood to Detroit where | |ive, our second
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1 since 2014. In June, an overnight rainfall of seven
2 inches, twice the anount of rain Detroit receives for
3 the whole nonth. It shut down |-94 for days and
4  flooded thousands of basements. $96 million in relief
5 has been approved by FEMA as of July 15th. Beyond the
6 imediate | oss in danmages, those whose hones were
7 inpacted are likely to experience health consequences
8 fromlingering nold and sewage which are especially
9 dangerous for those already nmade vul nerabl e by asthng,
10 COvID, and other diseases.
11 Since transportation em ssions are the | argest
12 source in U S. climte pollution, clean car standards
13  nust be comrensurate with the climte energency we are
14 experiencing right now.
15 The current proposal falls dangerously short. The
16  proposed standards are full of | oopholes and rely on
17 voluntary commtnments fromthe autonakers, the sane
18 aut omekers who got an $80 billion governnment bailout in
19 2009, agreed to stronger em ssions reductions under
20 President Cbama and then reneged on that comm tnent
21  when the political wi nds changed. Too nuch is at stake
22 for us to rely on the voluntary commtnents of this
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1 nonster untrustworthy industry now.
2 We at Mchigan Interfaith Power & Light envision a
3 world where communities thrive, have abundant health,
4 and live in right relationship with each other and the
5 earth that sustains us.
6 We're asking for a 2030 standard for cars and
7 light-duty trucks that reduces greenhouse gases to 60
8 percent below today's average and to nake all new
9 trucks and buses zero em ssions by 2040.
10 W're calling for all cars and light-duty trucks
11 to be zero em ssions by 2035 which will require at
12 | east 60 percent to be zero em ssions by 2030.
13 The draft clean cars proposal can be a noral
14  opportunity. We have in front of us a chance to
15 respond to the cry of our communities and the cry of
16 the earth, an opportunity to follow the science and to
17 nove rapidly to make the em ssions reductions we know
18 are necessary.
19 It is possible and it can be done in a way that
20  benefits us in Mchigan, our country, and the world.
21 Thank you so nuch.
22 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
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1 The next speaker will be Mario Greco. You nmay now

2 unnute and state your nane and affiliation for the

3 record.
4 MR. GRECO Hi, good norning.
S My nane is Mario Geco, and |'mthe Director of

6 dobal Autonotive Strategy and Marketing at Novel |l as.

7 Today, |'m speaking on behalf of the Al um num

8 Association Transportation Group, a trade group

9 representing the U S. alum numindustry.

10 | want to begin by thanking the EPA NHTSA, and

11  the Biden Adm nistration. W commend the effort for

12 prioritizing decarbonization in the transportation

13 sector and |ikew se believe nore efficient nobility

14  solutions will strengthen the United States conpetitive
15 advantage in the gl obal marketpl ace.

16 Qur priorities are aligned. The al um num

17 industry, responsible for nore than 650,000 j obs and

18 over a $174 billion in econom c inpact, is commtted to
19 lowering em ssions, inproving safety, and driving

20  vehicl e i nnovati on.

21 Hi gh-strengt h/ | ow wei ght al um num pl ays an
22 integral role in the devel opnment of environnentally-
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1 sustainable vehicles. The nost advanced vehicles on
2 the road today feature high-alum numcontent fromthe
3 Tesla Model 3 to the Ford F-150.
4 Looki ng ahead as the industry enbarks on the next
5 phase of electrification, mass reduction with alum num
6 remains a critical conponent for achieving cost-
7 effective reductions with no adverse effects to safety
8 nor affordability.
9 Research confirns autonotive engi neers rely nost
10 on alum numto achi eve aggressive em ssion targets.
11 This is why alum numrenains the single fastest-grow ng
12 autonotive material today.
13 This growth derives continued investnent and
14 technical innovation. Since 2013, alum num conpani es
15 committed or invested nore than $3 billion in donestic
16  manufacturing and through col |l aboration al um num
17 producers helping to build a circular econony.
18 My conpany, Novellas, worked with Ford to devel op
19 the world' s largest closed-loop recycling system which
20  hel ps recycl e enough al um num scrap to produce 37,000
21  new F-150 bodi es each nont h.
22 I n 2020, Anericans bought nore pickup trucks than
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1 cars for the first tinme in history. Wth the hel p of
2 alum num the popular F-150 pickup inproved safety,
3 performance, efficiency, and capability over its steel
4  predecessor. This year, Ford also | aunched the
5 alumnumintensive electric F-150 Lightening,
6 confirmng alum num s val ue in hel pi ng aut omakers
7 produce stylish electric vehicles that don't break the
8 bank.
9 Notably, a critically-reviewed study confirms in
10 all al um num pi ckup truck design offer the snall est
11 total carbon life cycle footprint when conpared with
12 basel i ne steel truck.
13 As demand for trucks and SUVs increases, alum num
14  adds i nherent value. Autonotive alum numis just
15 getting started and we | ook forward to conti nued
16 collaboration to bring Anericans safe, affordable, and
17 efficient vehicles they love to drive.
18 The al um num i ndustry appreciates the
19 Administration's data-driven approach to updating fuel
20  econony enission targets and we | ook forward to
21 submtting our detail ed assessnent of the proposed
22 rulemaking by close of the witten comrent peri od.
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1 Thank you.

2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.

3 The next speaker will be Reem Rafe. You may now

4 unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for

5 the record.

6 M5. RAFE: (Good norning. M nane is Reem Raf e,

7 and I"'ma Policy Advisor at the BlueGeen Al liance. The

8 BlueGeen Alliance unites Anerica's |argest |abor

9 unions and environnental organizations to solve today's
10 climte challenges in ways that create and nmaintain

11  quality jobs and build a clean, thriving, and equitable
12 econony.

13 Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.

14 We know that climate change and econom c injustice
15 are the nost fundanental chall enges we face today and
16 we know that they're inextricably intertwined. 1In the
17  transportation sector, which accounts for nearly 30

18 percent of U. S. greenhouse gas em ssions, this

19 intersection is visible in the disproportionate inpact
20 of vehicle em ssions on | owinconme and non-white

21 communi ti es.

22 It's visible in the disparities in access to
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1 cleaner vehicles and other nobility options across
2 incone levels and it's visible in the inpact (audio
3 glitch) that auto manufacturing communities which have
4 seen good jobs offshored and anchor facilities
5 shuttered due to ill-conceived industrial policies that
6 gutted the m ddl e-cl ass.
7 That's why it's critical that we use all the tools
8 we have at our disposal to urgently reduce greenhouse
9 gas em ssions through policies and investnents that
10 engage and benefit all people, fromthe manufacturing
11 workers who build the vehicles of the future to the
12 people who drive them fromthe comunities where
13 they're made to the comunities where they're driven.
14 Strong cl ean vehicle standards acconpani ed by
15 policies to rebuild manufacturing are critical to
16  achi eving these ains.
17 Returning to a strong trajectory of vehicle
18 em ssions reductions can put the U S. back in the
19 | eadership role and cl ean vehicle depl oynent and
20 panufacturing innovation.
21 Research fromthe BlueGeen Alliance and the
22 Natural Resources Defense Council shows that strong
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1 vehicle standards represent a critical foundation of
2 donestic certainty for jobs supporting manufacturing
3 investnment across the United States.
4 Over the past decade, auto parts and nmaterials
5 manufacturing workers rose to the chall enge of buil ding
6 the technol ogi es needed to neet the 2010 and 2012
7 vehicle standards. Those strong standards, coupled
8 wth reinvestnent in donestic manufacturing, hel ped
9 bring back good jobs after the | ast recession. They
10 have spurred rapid investnent in assenbly facilities
11 and in the supply chains building fuel econony and
12 enhanci ng t echnol ogy.
13 The weakeni ng of these standards under the past
14  Adm nistration put jobs at risk and threatened the
15 health of the industry as a whole. W can't afford to
16 fall behind, particularly as our gl obal conpetitors are
17  proactively noving to capture the gains fromthe shift
18 to EVs al ready underway.
19 Coupling anmbitious standards with auto sector
20 investnent is key to capturing opportunities for
21  workers and communities to partake in the equitable
22 transition to the next generation of clean vehicles.
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1 The EPA can |l everage its clean vehicle standards
2 to drive innovation and deliver fuel savings and
3 pollution reduction for all types of vehicles that neet
4 all communities' needs.
3) Vehi cl e standards and manufacturing invest nent
6 wll achieve deep GHG reductions, protect and create
7 good auto manufacturing jobs for workers of all
8 backgrounds, and ensure that those workers are the
9 center of building and deploying the EV fleet of the
10 future here in the United States.
11 Thank you.
12 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
13 The next speaker will be Doug Hol ngren. You may
14 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
15 for the record.
16 MR. HOLMGREN: Thank you.
17 My nane i s Doug Hol ngren, and |'m here today as a
18 private citizen.
19 | want to thank you for the opportunity to
20 testify.
21 | conme today to support and i ndeed vigorously
22 applaud the Biden Adm nistration's swift action on
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1 <clean cars. |, like many others, am speaking to urge
2 the EPA to adopt Alternative 2.
3 You' ve heard nmany peopl e speak about how it wll
4 |lead to greater savings and elim nate unnecessary
5 manufacturing | oopholes. Those are wonderful
6 achievenents if they can cone about.
7 I, of course, amthinking nore about the dire
8 <climte crisis we face, |ike many ot her speakers you' ve
9 heard today and yesterday.
10 My famly and | live in Portland, Oregon. Over

11 the period of June 26, 27, and 28, 2021, Portl and

12 experienced a deadly heat wave. The city experienced
13 the hottest tenperatures on record. Day 1 was 108

14 degrees, Day 2 was 112 degrees, Day 3 was 116 degrees.
15 Reliable news sources indicate that over a hundred

16 persons died in Oregon because of those days' excess
17 heat.

18 These were just not a warmday in the sumer. The
19 statistics show that these tenperatures are way, way
20 beyond any norm There's sonething going wong in the
21  clinmate. Now at | east 60 of those deaths in ny city

22 were in Portland.
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1 Over the past two summers, Oregon has experienced
2 record wildfires. As a result, our normally blue
3  summer skies are now often filled with snoke. Last
4  Septenber 11th, 2020, Portland's air quality was ranked
5 the worst in the world because of the snoke from
6 wldfires burning on nearby Munt Hood.
7 So it shouldn't come as any surprise that
8 Portlanders view climte change not as a worrisone
9 problemto address sone tinme down the road but as
10 sonething that requires our urgent attention and
11 action.
12 The world's |l eading scientists are sounding the
13 alarmto ower CO2 em ssions, |ast week rel easing a new
14 report of all the latest science, calling this nonent
15 "Code Red for Humanity."
16 So, yes, it is inperative that we return to and
17 inprove upon the Obana/Bi den Adm nistration targets for
18 vehicl e greenhouse gas em ssions. Tragically, we | ost
19 valuable tine due to the nal feasance of the Trunp
20 Adm nistration. W nust get back on track.
21 The EPA is requesting comrent on whether or not to
22  adopt a tighter five to 10 gramper mle greater
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1 stringency for Mdel Year '26 CO2 gram per mle target,
2 the so-called Alternative 2. So here then is ny
3 comment. Gven all that is happening around the world,
4  why would we not adopt the nobst stringent CO2
S requirenent possible.
6 We cannot bow to the need to maximze profits in
7 manufacturing industries. W know what is required to
8 avoid nore climte catastrophes. So let's just get on
9 wthit. Please adopt tighter standards now.
10 | thank you for this opportunity to speak before
11 you today.
12 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
13 The next speaker is Zach Pistora. Zach, we do not
14  currently have you listed on the |list of attendees.
15 However, if you have joined using a different nanme, we
16 invite you at this tine to raise your hand and if you
17 dialed in, you can do so by dialing Star 9 on your
18  phone.
19 (No response.)
20 M5. THOWPSON: The next speaker on our list is
21  Jackie Grcia Mann. Jackie, we al so do not see you
22 |isted anong the attendees. However, we would invite
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1 you to also raise your hand by either dialing Star 9 on
2 your phone or pressing the Raised Hand button at the
3 bottom of your screen.
4 (No response.)
S M5. THOMPSON: We will nove on to the next
6 speaker.
7 The next speaker is Tracy Sabetta. Tracy, you nay
8 now unmute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation
9 for the record.
10 M5. SABETTA: Good norning. M nanme is Tracy
11 Sabetta, and I"'mwith Mons Clean Air Force in Chio.
12 Thank you so much for the opportunity to speak
13 wth you today in support of an EPA proposal to set the
14  strongest possible federal clean car standards through
15  2026.
16 As | nentioned, ny nane is Tracy Sabetta. I|I'ma
17 not her and a nenber of Monms Clean Air Force from
18 Pickerington, Chio, which is just outside of Col unbus.
19 Chio ranks fifth in the nunber of cars sold by
20 state and | ags enbarrassingly behind in public transit
21  and infrastructure and opportunities.
22 We are a proud autonotive manufacturing state
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1 dating back to the introduction of the Allen Mdel in
2 Fostoria, Chio, in 1913. W have a rich history in
3 produci ng conbustion engi nes and supporting the supply
4 chain that goes along with it.
3) My own famly is proud to include two generations
6 of OChio autoworkers. Throughout the decades, the
7 industry here has had to adapt to ever-changi ng
8 custonmer demands and advances i n autonotive technol ogy
9 and design. OChio's workforce has risen to neet those
10 denands every tinme and now we nust rise to the occasi on
11  again, putting automakers back on track to neet
12 anmbitious pollution reduction goals by acting swftly
13 to devel op these standards.
14 The Biden Adm nistration is taking a critical
15 first step to tackle climate pollution from
16 transportation.
17 According to the U S. Energy Information
18 Admi nistration, OChio ranks seventh in the nation for
19 the anobunt of total carbon pollution. The Anerican
20 Lung Association's 2021 State of the Air Report also
21  indicates that nearly 200,000 Chio children are
22 currently battling asthna.
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1 We see racial disparities in these asthma rates as
2 |Jowwealth and BI POC comruniti es experience
3 disproportionate harmfrom vehicle pollution.
4 Adopting strong clean car standards that wll
S limt pollution fromdirty vehicles would subsequently
6 hel p advance environnental justice, addressing
7 inequitable transportation-related health inpacts and
8 protecting our nost vul nerable.
9 We know that pollution fromthe transportation
10 sector accounts for about 29 percent of the total U S.
11  greenhouse gas em ssions, nmaking it the | argest
12 contri butor.
13 Bet ween 1990 and 2019, transportation sector
14  pollution increased nore in absolute terns than any
15 ot her sector.
16 I"'mfortunate that ny daughter was not born with a
17 respiratory illness but many of her friends were not
18 that lucky. Pollution increases the frequency and
19 severity of their asthma attacks and robs them of the
20  opportunity to be a kid enjoying the outdoors the way
21  nost of us did as children.
22 Extrenme heat here in Col unbus has cl osed 20
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1 buildings in our city school district today, slated to
2 pbe the first day of school for these kids.
3 To reduce these harnful pollution Ievels and dire
4 climate inpacts and set us on the path to 100 percent
S zero em ssions new vehicles by 2035, the near-term
6 standards for climate pollution nust be as strong as
7 possible.
8 Pl ease do not accept options that allow | oophol es
9 for automakers that may underm ne ot herw se strong
10 pollution reduction targets.
11 As you've heard, Alternative 2 would put 400, 000
12 extra electric vehicles on the road by 2026 and result
13 in 130 mllion netric tons fewer greenhouse gas
14  emi ssi ons.
15 | urge you to adopt the strongest standards
16  possible for passenger cars and |ight trucks through
17 2026.
18 On behalf of the nearly 81,000 Mons Clean Air
19 Force nenbers in Chio, | thank you for this opportunity
20 to testify today and urge you to go that extra mle to
21 protect our children's health fromtransportation
22 pollution. Thanks so nuch.
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1 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
2 The next speaker will be Rita Smth. Rita, you
3  may now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and
4 affiliation for the record.
S M5. SMTH My nane is Rta L. Smth. Good
6  norning.
7 | conme as an African Anerican woman, w fe, nother,

8 grandnother, retired educator, nenber of the United

9 Methodi st Wonen Program Advi sory Group, Delta Sigm

10 Beta Sorority, Incorporated, and the Poor People's

11 Canpai gn.

12 | urge the EPA to set the strongest possible

13 federal clean car standards to ensure we are protecting
14 famlies fromvehicle pollution.

15 My testinony is about ny granddaughter Marnie born
16 wth asthna. Clean air is a good start by allow ng the
17 car industry to build nore efficient cars.

18 The transportation industry pollutes the air,

19 causi ng ny granddaughter to keep an asthma punp with

20 her and one at school. Wile in elenentary school a

21 few years ago, she had an asthna attack and here in

22 Chicago, all Chicago public school nurses are not in
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1 their schools every day. Wile waiting for her school
2 bus (Audio glitch.) Al the transit buses, all the
3 cars that were polluting the air.
4 See, this is ny reality. Polluted air caused ny
5 granddaughter and ot her school -aged children m ssed
6 days at school, absent days of instruction and | earning
7 (Audio glitch) as a Christian to be a good stewards.
8 Wien | |l earned the United Methodi st Wonen were
9 making climate change a priority, | knew |l had to get
10 involved. So through nmy |earning process, (audio
11  glitch) tail pipe pollution. | knew that could not be
12 good.
13 The health of lowinconme famlies and communities
14 of color disproportionately damaged by tail pi pe
15 pollution and rolling back fuel econony standards neans
16 denying themthe prom se of cleaner air and a healthy
17 community.
18 Conpared to non-Hi spanic white children, Latino
19 children are twice as likely to die from ast hna.
20 African Anerican (audio glitch.)
21 M5. THOWPSON: It appears that we may have | ost
22 connecti on.
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1 M5. SMTH  Excuse ne. 1'Il continue.

2 The change | would Iike to address is for the

3 autonotive industry, the manufacturers of cars, trucks,

4 mlitary vehicles, farmmachinery, actually al

5 wvehicles to elimnate gas em ssion fromfossil fuel.

6 By i npl enenting the strongest possible fuel

7 econony standards, the EPA would be foll ow ng through

8 on the stated commtnment to environnmental justice

9 Dbecause issuing stronger clean car standards will help
10 address transportation-rel ated inpacts.

11 VWhy? So that those with respiratory health issues
12 |ike ny granddaughter with asthma and those with

13 pneunonia, bronchitis, and eye irritants woul d be able
14 to breathe easier and eventually be |ess inpaired.

15 Wth cleaner transportation vehicles, African

16  Anerican children |ike ny granddaughter would not m ss
17 school due to respiratory problens.

18 Qur air quality would be better for the world. W
19 woul d have healthier children and adults. CQur

20 popul ation woul d have | ower respiratory health issues.
21 The air quality would be better for all and the

22 school children woul d have better school attendance.
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1 I'"d like to thank you for this opportunity to
2 voice ny reality.
3 MR OLECHW M. Smth, if | could ask one
4 question. Thank you so nuch for your testinony.
3) WIIl you be submtting your comments in witten
6 form also, because there was sone audio in there? W
7 got the magjority of your comments. W did not get all
8 of them
9 M5. SMTH.  Ch, okay. | can.
10 MR COLECH W Ckay.
11 M5. SMTH | wll.
12 MR. OLECH W That'd be perfect. Thank you so
13 nmuch for that, and --
14 M5. SMTH  Ckay. Thank you for asking.
15 MR OLECHW kay. And if you want to e-nmail
16 themto us, we could also facilitate that. That's
17 possible. So thank you.
18 M5. SMTH. Ckay. W'Ill do that. Thank you.
19 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
20 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
21 receive a notification on your screen that you are
22  being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
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1 your speaking tinme. You nust accept that invitation to
2 pe able to unnmute when you are called to testify. This
3 will also allowyou to turn on your canera which we
4  encourage you to do.
3) Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
6 their phones when called to testify.
7 I f you have joined using a nane other than what is
8 listed on the speaker |ist or have dialed in, we ask
9 that you pl ease raise your hand when called on so we
10 can pronpte you to the role of panelist. [|f you have
11 dialed in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9.
12 If you are having technical difficulties, please
13 send an e-mail to public_hearing@btassoc.com or cal
14 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak but
15 you would like to, please send an e-nmail with your nane
16 and phone nunber to public_heari ng@btassoc.com
17 The next speaker will be Lynn Ranbo-Jones. Pl ease
18 unnute and state your nanme and affiliation for the
19 record.
20 (No response.)
21 M5. THOWPSON: To unnute you will need to click
22 the Unnute Button on the lower |eft-hand side of your
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1 screen.
2 M5. RAMBO JONES: You got ne?
3 M. THOWPSON:  Yes.
4 M5. RAMBO JONES: Ckay. Hello. M nane is Lynn
5 Ranbo-Jones, and | thank you for the opportunity to
6 speak to you today. | ama retired private citizen who
7 was enpl oyed by Cklahoma's Medi caid Agency as their
8 Adm nistrative Law Judge.
9 As part of ny job, | often dealt with federal
10 regulators on policy issues. Many tines | felt
11  frustrated with the length of tine required to get what
12 | felt were easy advancenents of fixes shepherded
13  through the process. The Feds, as we called them had
14  their own reasons, good and bad, for what they did.
15 Whi l e many were hel pful, npbst were not planning
16 their long-term enpl oynent as bureaucratic enpl oyees.
17 \When your job is a stepping stone, you often nake
18 decisions that are different fromthose lifers who plan
19 to stay on task for 30 years.
20 The fact that the second tineline proposed is
21  alnost 30 years away frightens ne. The fact that its
22 goal is a policy reduction is even worse. Leaving
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1 federal service for a large industry paycheck is a

2 common practice and coul d change the | ong-range plans

3 and standards.

4 We do not have the luxury of waiting for the

S tinmeline as proposed. The ocean currents are sl ow ng

6 down. [It's raining in Geenland which is nelting their

7 ice along with the Antarctic iceberg cap. Drought is

8 burning up the Mddle East and Africa. Starvation is a

9 rapidly growi ng danger, and there are whole towns in

10  America that are noving uphill to avoid flooding. This
11  |ist seens endl ess.

12 The United Nations has hit the panic button on the
13 rosy 10-year projection we have all heard about. If we
14 are aimng for inprovenent by 2026 or the slightly nore
15 stringent 2030 goals, all new cars will either have to
16 float or be fireproof which is an issue of today's

17 electric cars.

18 These are things that keep nme up at night. Those
19 of us who are paying attention are afraid. It nakes no
20 sense to | et automakers nmke aspirational prom ses

21 rather than tightening regulations that will have teeth
22 for the long-term
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1 I n Gkl ahoma, the bigger the truck, the prouder you
2 are. That coupled wth the continued reluctance by the
3 Biden Adm nistration to shut down the construction of
4 polluting Tar Sands Pipeline shows at best an
S5 anbivalent attitude towards prom ses nmade about our
6 green future.
7 Thi s angers people who feel duped by broken
8 canpaign promses. W nust bring to bear the attention
9 that seens to have gotten really intense focus during
10  the World Wars.
11 O course, | would advocate for the strictest
12 possi bl e standards with rewards going to auto conpanies
13 that achieve results. The health benefits that woul d
14  be reaped would result in reduced illness and deat hs.
15 It wll inprove sone of the social injustice issues
16 that have fallen on marginalized groups in the United
17 States, but if nore is not done now, Anerica wll not
18 catch up with the progress made in a nunber of other
19 countries, including China which is the beneficiary of
20 all that Tar Sands we are endangering our standards to
21 send to them
22 There is not much glory in al nbst achieving
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1 standards fromthe Obhama Adm nistration tenure. W
2 can't settle for half measures. These issues are all
3 inportant and inter-rel ated, expensive no doubt but
4 |less so than |losing the Wst Coast, New York, and
5 Mam.
6 We are bal ancing on the razor's edge and | have
7 young grandchildren that | want to survive.
8 | appreciate your tine and attention and the
9 opportunity to speak today.
10 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
11 The next speaker will be Zach Pistora. You nay
12 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
13  for the record.
14 MR. PI STORA: (Good norning. Can you hear ne?
15 M. THOVPSON: We can.
16 MR. PI STORA: Zach Pistora from Lynwood, Kansas.
17 I'mthe proud | obbyist for the Kansas Chapter of Sierra
18  d ub.
19 As you know, the Sierra Cub is one of the ol dest
20 and largest grassroots environnental organizations
21 across the country and we have about 5, 000 dues- payi ng
22  nmenbers here in Kansas and they're | obbyists for 10
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1 years now.
2 It's great to be here wwth you all and just as a
3 point, you know, the Sierra Club dedicates itself to
4 advocating for the m ssion of protecting the
5 environnent and do so in our personal accord and as an
6 organization, but you all as EPA officials, you know,
7 that's the day-to-day work. So fromthe bottom of ny
8 heart, | appreciate it. It neans so nuch to our well -
9 being and to our well-being going forward for future
10 generati ons.
11 So |l wish I could, you know, shake everyone of
12 your hands and hear each of your personal stories
13 because each of you are nmaking a difference by making
14 these proposed regul ations today to do everything we
15 can to help increase fuel efficiency for our |ight-duty
16 trucks and passenger cars.
17 | think about each and every one of you and the
18 inpact you personally can make but al so each of you has
19 a story, life experience, and | think about if each --
20 you know, thinking about ourselves individually, if we
21  think about everyone else out there could potentially
22 be inpacted by better standards for a better life, for
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1 better respiratory health, to not devel op any asthmatic
2 problenms or harnful illness fromdeadly air pollutants
3 that are polluted by cars and trucks today.
4 So | just think about that and we have the power,
5 we have the opportunity, we have the noral obligation
6 to do nore, then why aren't we? W can have a | ot of
7 benefits and pushing for better efficiency when it
8 conmes to transportation, especially as one of the
9 biggest outputs for greenhouse gas em ssions that are
10 increasingly becom ng dangerous, nore dangerous all the
11 tinme.
12 | think about what's going on across the world.
13 We had our hottest nonth ever in July. W had one of
14  the hottest nonths ever just a few nonths ago, the
15 hottest June record for Anerica.
16 | think about the people that are getting washed
17 away by rivers and water in Tennessee but facing
18 wildfires in the West and hurricanes and ot her severe
19 stornms we see fromflooding to drought here in Kansas.
20 So | would just say to encourage you to get the
21 strictest standards possible. There's a lot on the
22 line here, and there's a lot to be done, but there's
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1 also a lot of benefit. Think about the economc

2  benefit we understand from pushi ng technol ogy to do

3 nore to neet our challenges of today.

4 So we'd like to get 60 percent em ssions reduction

5 of vehicle sector by 2030. W'd like to see half of

6 our fleet to be electrical by 2030, but we probably

7 shoul d push even faster than that, but certainly a

8 hundred percent electric vehicles to totally reduce

9 harnful em ssions by 2035.

10 You all know better than | do as far as what

11 | oophol es we probably should end and ways that we can
12 inprove environnental justice for black and I ndi genous
13 and peopl e of color who are often nore susceptible to
14  these respiratory illnesses and harnful effects and

15 also bear the greatest burden of vehicle pollution

16 being closer to the roads, etcetera.

17 So just on behalf of us here in Kansas, on behal f
18 of nyself and the future of ny generation, those after
19 us, you know, com ng forward, we appreciate you taking
20 the opportunity, the time and effort to hear all these
21  people through this public comment process and do

22  everything you can to inprove our vehicle em ssions
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1 standards.
2 Thank you.
3 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conmment.
4 The next speaker is Cinthia More. You nmay now

S5 unmute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation for
6 the record.

7 M5. MOORE: Good norning. My nane is Cnthia

8 Moore, and | amthe Las Vegas Field O ganizer for Mns
9 dean Air Force and National Lead for EcoMadres.

10 Mons Clean Air Force is an organization of over
11  one and a half mllion nons and dads nationwi de with
12 over 8,000 of those nenbers in Nevada fighting for

13 clean air.

14 Today, | amcalling in support of the EPA s

15 proposal to strengthen greenhouse gas em SsSions

16 standards for cars and |ight trucks.

17 I"'mcalling fromLas Vegas, a place that is well
18 known all over the world for its lights and

19 entertainnment. However, one thing that's not known is
20 that the Anmerican Lung Association's 2021 State of the
21  Air Report ranked Las Vegas Nunber 12 in the country

22 for ground ozone pollution and O ark County ranked
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1  Nunmber 17 in the country for nost polluted places to

2 live.

3 Because of this, Mons Clean Air Force and Eco

4 NMadres, we're very active in the Nevada Legi sl ature

5 advocating for a bill which would close the snog check
6 | oophole that our state had. This was inportant

7 because it was the first step in reduci ng snog

8 pollution fromolder, nore polluting vehicles. W were
9 successful and on the | ast day of session this bil

10 passed and was signed by the Governor.

11 While this was a major victory in our state and a
12 step in the right direction in inproving our air

13 quality, there's still a lot of work that needs to be
14 done and there's only so nmuch that can be done at the

15 state |evel.

16 Cl eaning up vehicle pollution is one of the nost
17 inmportant things we can do to fight climte change.

18 Inproving our air quality is inportant for vul nerable
19 groups, |ike ol der Nevadans, and for children who | ungs
20 are still developing, and for Latino famlies who are

21 nore likely to be exposed to air pollution.

22 Latino children are 60 percent nore at risk of
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1 having asthma attacks exacerbated by air pollution and
2 40 percent nore likely to die froman asthnma attack.
3 Efforts to inprove our air quality are
4 particularly inportant to ne as the nother of a four-
5 year-old who has breathing problens and the parents of
6 over 40,000 children who have asthma in Cark County.
7 Presi dent Biden has prom sed to address clinmate
8 change and fight for environnental justice. By acting
9 swftly on clean cars, the Adm nistration has taken an
10 inportant first step in tackling climte pollution for
11 our transportation.
12 The EPA nust set the strongest possible federal
13 clean car standards through 2026, avoi di ng | oophol es
14 and putting autonmakers on track to neet anbitious
15 pollution reduction goals.
16 This proposal is a step in the right direction to
17 address the climte energency. Inproving our air
18 quality is an environnental justice issue. Everyone
19 has a right to breathe clean air.
20 Thank you for your tine.
21 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
22 The next speaker will be Linda Stout. Linda, you
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1 may now unnute and pl ease state your nane and
2 affiliation for the record.
3 As a rem nder, you will need to unnute on your
4 phone in order for us to hear you.
3) M5. STQUT: Thank you for this opportunity to
6 testify.
7 My nanme is Linda Stout, and | am a nenber of Mons
8 Clean Air Force. | also live in Las Vegas, Nevada.
9 Nevada is a scenic and beautiful state. Las Vegas

10 is anmpong the driest and dustiest cities in the nation.
11 Autonpbil e pollution exacerbates the breathing probl ens
12 associated with our sprawling desert community.

13 In 2020, the Anmerican Lung Associ ation stanped us
14 with an F for our failing air quality. This is why |
15 support our Adm nistration's proposal to allow states
16 to adopt strong clean car standards.

17 Over 26 mllion people in the United States,

18 including ny daughter, suffer fromasthma. |In Las

19  Vegas, casino enpl oyees breathe snoky indoor air and
20 polluted outdoor air. Wnter tenperature inversions
21 trap toxic pollution fromcars, buses, and trucks,

22  especially in our densely-popul ated areas. As sumer
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1 tenperatures soar, wildfire snoke m xes with the car
2 pollution to create toxic snbg. Indoors, natural gas
3 appliances rel ease yet nore toxins, further limting
4 access to healthy air.
3) Las Vegas, a desert suburbia and car-centric city,
6 is aresult of 40 years of unmtigated growh. New
7 home and road construction creates extensive dust
8 pollution and puts nore cars on the road.
9 Addi tional cars nmeans nore days with unhealthy air
10 quality and nore hazardous greenhouse gases and
11  increased health problens.
12 I N t he nei ghborhood where | raise ny kids, | watch
13  new hones, busi nesses and public spaces expand further
14 and further into the desert. Schools, parks,
15 |ibraries, and shopping centers are only a 15-to-30-
16 mnute wal k. An express bus route takes us to the
17 airport, the Strip, or the University of Nevada, Las
18 Vegas. It's walkable for ne and | enjoy wal ki ng.
19 Yet while we traverse to school, played at parks,
20 and waited at bus stops, we also breathed in the
21 pollution that ultimately contributes to our
22  respiratory problens.
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1 My son, an avid nountain biker, rides his bike to
2  work al nost every day.
3 Here's ny dream | inmagine a day when the air we
4 breathe fromour city walks and rides is as fresh as
S the air in our nearby nountains. |Infrastructure for
6 cleaner options is available right now That's why I
7 whol eheartedly support the proposal allowing states to
8 establish clean car standards that protect our
9 children's health and their future.
10 Thank you for allowing ne to share ny story.
11 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
12 The next speaker will be Tracy Babbige. You may
13 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
14  for the record.
15 M5. BABBI GE: Thank you.
16 Good norning. |'m Tracy Babbige, the Air Bureau
17 Chief with the Connecticut Departnent of Environnental
18  Protection.
19 | amtestifying today on behalf of the National
20 Association of Clean Air Agencies for which | serve as
21  Co-Chair of the Mbile Sources and Fuels Commttee.
22 NACAA is the national nonpartisan, nonprofit
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1 association of air pollution control agencies in 41

2 states, including a 115 | ocal air agencies, the

3 District of Colunbia, and four territories.

4 The air quality professionals in our nenber

S5 agenci es have vast experience dedicated to advancing

6 the equitable protection of clean air and public health

7 inthe US. This testinony is based upon that

8 experience.

9 NACAA wel cones EPA' s proposal to revise eni ssion
10 standards for Mdel Year 2023 through 2026 |ight-duty
11 vehicl es and comrends the agency for placing a top

12 priority on seeking to rectify the 2020 rol | back under
13 the so-called SAFE 2 Rule of the 2012 National C ean

14  Car Standards.

15 As NACAA noted in its January 2021 Transition

16 Paper to the Biden Adm nistration, increasingly

17 stringent standards to reduce em ssions from passenger
18 cars and light trucks are urgently needed. Such

19 conponents are critical conponents to an overal

20 strategy to further reduce greenhouse gas and criteria
21  pollutant em ssions for passenger cars and |ight

22 trucks, a significant contributor to climte change as
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1 well as many non-attainnent areas in the U S
2 The proposal's benefits will provide progress in
3 the mssion of our nenber agencies of attaining or
4  maintai ning health-based national anbient air quality
5 standards and of addressing air quality inpacts in
6 disproportionatel y-inpacted communities.
7 These standards would al so contri bute to donestic
8 job growth, econom c devel opnent, and fuel security.
9 As we have al so noted, EPA should work to
10 ultimately return to a national program one that
11 maintains the authority preserved to California and
12 other states under the Clean Air Act of vehicle
13 em ssions standards that is infornmed by science, is
14  protective of the climate, is developed in close
15 col laboration with California and other state and | ocal
16 air agencies, protects and preserves states' rights,
17 and delivers em ssion reductions essential for
18 achi evi ng and/ or maintaining environnmental and public
19 health goals.
20 NACAA is carefully reviewing the details of this
21  proposal and | ooks forward to working with EPA and
22 other stakeholders to ensure a tinely final rule with
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1 appropriately robust standards that will lay a firm
2 foundation for a subsequent federal rulemaking wth
3 progressively stringent standards and increased | evels
4 of zero em ssion vehicle depl oynent.
3) We appreciate the opportunity to participate today
6 and we will provide nore detailed witten comments by
7 the close of the comment period. Thank you.
8 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
9 The next speaker will be Bill Bradlee. You nay
10 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
11  for the record.
12 MR. BRADLEE: H . M nane is Bill Bradlee, and
13 I'mthe National Organizing Director for Interfaith
14 Power & Light.
15 Can | go ahead and begi n?
16 M. THOWPSON:  Yes.
17 MR. BRADLEE: kay. Thank you.
18 Interfaith Power & Light's missionis to inspire
19 and nobilize people of faith and consci ence to take
20 bold and just action on clinmate change. W recognize
21 that people of all faiths and spiritual traditions
22  share a comon bond, to care for their neighbor and the
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1 planet that we all share.
2 So I'mhere today to speak on behal f of ny
3 organization as well as our state affiliates and nore
4 than 6.5 mllion people of faith who are part of our
5 national network.
6 Here's what we have to say. W'd |like to ask you
7 to go further than the current draft rule and revise
8 the standards beyond | evels set during the Obanma/Bi den
9 Admnistration while not allowing credits and | oophol es
10 to underm ne the new rule.
11 We ask that you put our country on track to reach
12 a hundred percent electric cars and light trucks no
13 later than 2035.
14 My understanding is that this requires at |east 12
15 percent to be electric by 2026 and 60 percent to be
16 electric by 2030, and the current draft rul e does not
17 meet this need.
18 In fact, UCS nodeling indicates the current EPA
19 draft rule would provide about 30 percent fewer
20 em ssions reductions over the lifetinme of the vehicles
21  than woul d have been achi eved under the Cbana/ Bi den
22 2012 pl an.
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 120
1 The benefits of a stronger version of the clean
2 cars rule would far exceed the costs. W'd see these
3 increased benefits through financial savings from
4  inproved public health and reduced health care
S5 spending, fuel savings, and reduced inpacts from
6 climte change.
7 A stronger rule is not only the right thing to do,
8 it's the financially smart thing to do, and it is clear
9 that creative and thoughtful policy is required to nove
10 the industry quickly. W can see this from other
11 countries.
12 China's largest maker of lithiumion cells can
13 recycle the equival ent of what would be used in nore
14 than 200,000 cars and the conpany is able to recover
15 nost of the lithium cobalt, and nickel.
16 Where does the U S. stand in this regard? It's no
17 accident that China, they have financial and regul atory
18 incentives for battery conpani es that source recycled
19 materials rather than mning new netals.
20 I n anot her exanple of how policy can drive
21 innovation and change, Norway has significant taxes on
22 fossil fuel vehicles that represent their true cost to
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1 the environnment and public health. In 2020, all-
2 electric cars hit a record 54 percent market share of
3 Norway's total new car sal es.
4 So I'lIl close with a last sentence of a recent
S5 Jletter signed by nearly 1,600 clergy and faith | eaders
6 who said about this revised rul emaking. "W urge you
7 to consider this noral opportunity to enact bold new
8 standards that truly envision the best for our
9 communities, our nation, and our world."
10 So again | urge the EPA to take on this noral
11 opportunity, | think you' ve heard that terma few tines
12 today, and help our country lead on climte sol utions
13 by enacting the strongest standards to reduce vehicle
14 pol | uti ons.
15 Thanks for the opportunity to speak with you
16  t oday.
17 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
18 The next speaker on our list is Jose Acosta. W
19 do not currently have you |isted anong the |ist of
20 attendees. However, if you have joined using a
21 different nane, we invite you to raise your hand at
22 this tinme and if you have dialed in, you can raise your
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1 hand by dialing Star 9 on your phone.
2 (No response.)
3 M5. THOWPSON: Ckay. We will now nove on to the
4 next speaker.
S The next speaker will be Deborah Bakker. You may
6 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
7 for the record.
8 M5. BAKKER: Good norning. |'m Deb Bakker. [|I'm
9 the Director of Regulatory Affairs for Hyundai Anerica
10 Technical Center, and | appreciate the opportunity to
11  speak today.
12 Hyundai supports the Admi nistration's goal of
13 achieving 40 to 50 percent zero em ssion vehicle sales
14 by 2030. Meeting this electrification goal and the
15 foundation being laid by the GHG reducti ons proposed in
16 the EPA NPRMw Il be very challenging and will require
17 a host of conplenentary neasures to nake it a reality.
18 Ensuring consuner denmand, create resiliency,
19 widespread infrastructure availability, green
20 electricity and hydrogen are just a few exanpl es of
21  necessary conplenentary actions. These neasures wl |
22 only be realized with coordi nati on between federal
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1 agencies, autonekers, and ot her stakehol ders.
2 Hyundai's recent announcenent supporting the path
3 to an electrified future include 12 Hyundai and Genesi s
4 electrified and eco-focused nodels in the U S. by 2022,
S including hybrid, plug-in hybrid, battery electric and
6 fuel cell, wth a total of nine SUVs and three sedans.
7 Hyundai has al so announced a $7.4 billion
8 investnent in the U S. by 2025 and part of that
9 investnent includes new U. S. production of battery
10 electric vehicles.
11 A key technol ogy for Hyundai is hydrogen fuel cell
12 vehicl es which we began developing in the early '90s.
13 I n 2018, Hyundai announced its |l ong-termroadmap call ed
14 Fuel Cell Vision 2030 which reaffirnms our commtnent to
15 accelerate the devel opnent of a hydrogen society. This
16 technology is and will be used in light- and heavy-duty
17 applications, urban air nobility, marine, and ot her
18 applications. Hydrogen vehicles are a practical, no-
19 conprom se, zero em ssions sol ution.
20 As stated in the NPRM planned future
21 electrification are challenging and will require a
22  dramatic transformation. W reconmmend netric-based
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1 checkpoints that ensure that all required conponents
2 for success, such as consuner acceptance,
3 infrastructure, battery supply, grid resiliency, and
4 nore, are in place as the aggressive electrification
5 path noves forward.
6 Continuing reviewis required and appropriate to
7 ensure conplenentary actions are well bal anced.
8 Checkpoints provide an opportunity to address any
9 issues before they have negative inpacts on the
10  program
11 W'l |l provide an outline in our witten coments
12 with a potential nethod to inpartially assess whet her
13  the required support is aligned with the
14 electrification trajectory.
15 Finally, we appreciate EPA's statenent that it
16 remains conmtted to ensuring that GHG em ssi ons
17 standards for |ight-duty vehicles are coordinated with
18 fuel econony standards. Regulatory efficiencies are
19  inportant.
20 W will also provide comments regarding
21 harnoni zation and other areas in our witten coments.
22 Thank you for your tine today.
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1 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
2 The next speaker w Il be Laurie Holnmes. You may
3  now unnmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
4  for the record.
3) M5. HOLMES:. |'m Laurie Hol nes, representing Mbtor
6 and Equi pnent Manufacturers Associ ation, MENMA.
7 MEMA represents notor vehicle suppliers, the
8 nation's largest sector of manufacturing jobs in the
9 country, directly enploying nore than 907, 000 wor kers
10 in all 50 states.
11 Suppliers are responsible for providing 77 percent
12 of the value of a new vehicle. Suppliers are commtted
13  to providing innovative, affordable, and accessible
14 technol ogi es needed to neet the Adm nistration's goal
15 of an econony-w de net zero em ssions by 2050.
16 Mot or vehicle suppliers have taken a | eadership
17 position and the substantial associated risk in
18 investing significant resources in developing nmultiple
19 em ssions, reducing technol ogy sol utions, including
20 electrified power trains, to assist vehicle
21 manuf act urers.
22 Consequent |y, MEMA supports vehicle greenhouse gas
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1 standards that are stringent but realistic and provide
2 needed regulatory certainty and stability for the
3  industry.
4 MEMA supports the EPA' s approach of performance-
S5 based standards that allow a broad spectrum of advanced
6 propul sion technol ogies. The Franmework encourages a
7 wde range of electrification technol ogies while also
8 requiring further technol ogy advances and i nnovation to
9 the internal conbustion engi ne technol ogi es.
10 MEMA supports expanding the Of-Cycle Technol ogy
11  Credit Programand increasing the credit cap. This
12 program expansion wi |l encourage innovative
13 technologies that all ow a broader range of technol ogy
14 options.
15 Looki ng beyond 2026, NMEMA stands ready to work
16 with EPA to establish a holistic framework for | ong-
17 term greenhouse gas standards that are anbitious but
18 pragnmati c.
19 MEMA wi || continue to support a transition to
20 cleaner transportation. MEMA is committed to a shift
21 towards significantly higher levels of electrification
22 while continuing to | everage Anerican innovation to
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1 drive us toward a broad spectrum of advanced
2 technologies that can all play a part in neeting the
3 nation's goals.
4 MEMA urges policynmakers at all levels to ensure
5 there is an overall conprehensive plan to prepare the
6 industry and the U . S. for this advanced transportation
7 future.
8 The strategic plan should include both supply and
9 demand side policies, including investnents in EV and
10 fuel cell infrastructure.
11 Suppliers strongly support investnents in further
12 devel opi ng our skilled workforce, including training to
13  up=skill workers as these devel opnent needs are
14 evolving with the transition to vehicle
15 electrification.
16 Agai n, vehicle suppliers take a | eadership
17 position and significant risk in planning these
18 advanced technol ogi es years in advance of depl oynent.
19 Cohesive conplenmentary policies are essential to
20  support vehicle suppliers and advance the industry's
21 innovation and the nation's greenhouse gas goal s.
22 Thank you for consideration of these coments and
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1 we plan to submt further coments in Septenber.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll

4 receive a notification on your screen that you are

S being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
6 your speaking tine. You nust accept that invitation to
7 be able to unnute when you are called to testify. This
8 wll also allowyou to turn on your canmera which we

9 encourage you to do.

10 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute

11 their phones when called to testify.

12 I f you have joined using a nane other than what is
13 listed on the speaker list or have dialed in, we ask

14  that you please raise your hand when called on so we

15 can pronote you to the role of panelist. [|f you have
16 called in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9.

17 If you are having technical difficulties, please
18 send an e-nmmil to public_hearing@btassoc.com or cal

19 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak but
20 you would like to, please send an e-nmail with your nane
21  and phone nunber to public_heari ng@btassoc.com or cal

22 919-294-7712.
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1 The next speaker will be Representative Padna
2  Kuppa. W do not currently have you |isted anong the
3 list of attendees. However, if you have joined using a
4 different nane, we invite you to raise your hand or
5 dial Star 9 on your phone if you have called in.
6 (No response.)
7 M5. THOMPSON: The next speaker on our list is
8 Melinda Flemng. Simlarly, we do not have you listed
9 anong the |ist of attendees. However, we also invite
10 you to raise your hand at this tine.
11 (No response.)
12 M5. THOWSON. We will nove on to the next
13  speaker.
14 The next speaker will be John Linder. John, you
15 may now unnute and pl ease state your nane and
16 affiliation for the record.
17 MR. LINDER  Good norning. M nane is John
18 Linder, President of the National Corn G owers
19 Association, and a farnmer from Edi son, OChio.
20 As sust ai nabl e producers of the prinmary feedstock
21  for ethanol, corn farners are a part of the solution to
22 cut em ssions.
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1 EPA' s proposed vehicl e greenhouse gas em ssi ons

2 standards for 2023 -- sorry -- through 2026 is an

3 anbitious increase. W agree tine is of the essence to
4 nmeet the Admnistration's goals for cutting U S

S5 greenhouse gas em ssions by half by 2030.

6 The good news is corn farnmers offer is that we

7 don't have to wait for reduced em ssions. Thanks to

8 today's ethanol, we can use fuel available right nowto
9 nmake a difference.

10 Usi ng hi gher vol unes of ethanol is an inmmedi ate

11 way to |l ower em ssions and nore | ow carbon fuels we

12 need to decarbonize the transportation on a tinely and
13 affordabl e basis.

14 Et hanol now reduces em ssions by about half

15 conpared to gasoline due to in |arge part a sustainable
16  production of corn.

17 Wth our commtnents to continued inprovenents

18 farners are ready to ensure ethanol reaches net zero

19 emssions. That's why we encourage EPA to focus nore
20 on outcones and open pathways for all fuels and

21 technologies. Allowing all solutions ensures we can

22 take advantage of not only the | ow carbon benefits of
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1 higher ethanol blends but al so the consuner cost

2 savings cuts toxic em ssions and greater fuel

3 efficiency that cone with nore renewabl e.

4 H gher ethanol blends wth advanced engi nes

S optimze higher octane woul d provide a nuch-needed

6 pathway for autonmakers to neet stricter standards on

7 both GHG em ssions and fuel econony.

8 Low car bon/ hi gh-oct ane fuels would al so support

9 any longer-termrul emaking to address vehicle criteria
10  pollutant and air toxic em ssions.

11 In addition, alternative fuels, such as flex fuel
12 vehicles, wll deserve a second | ook as a zero eni ssion
13 vehicle and could be incentivized to vehicles wth

14  standard oils.

15 That's why NCGA j oi ned ot her stakeholders in

16 asking EPA for an opportunity to comment on the role of
17 | ow car bon/ hi gh-oct ane fuels and ot her pathways to

18 advance climate, air quality, and environnental justice
19 goals for these and future standards.

20 EPA m ssed an opportunity in this proposal to

21  broaden the solutions and address transportation

22 emssions. W wll provide nore detailed witten
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1 comments, but we also urge EPA to use rul emaking for
2 2027 and beyond to elimnate barriers to higher ethanol
3 blends and consider fuel standards that w il open the
4 door to achieve nore em ssion reductions from
5 renewabl e, sustainable, and affordabl e ethanol.
6 Thank you.
7 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
8 W want to ensure that we have not m ssed any
9 speakers who nmay have joined and so | will nake one
10 last call for Representative Padma Kuppa and Mel i nda
11 Flemng. |If you have joined, we invite you at this
12 tinme to raise your hand and if you have called in, you
13 can do so by dialing Star 9 on your phone.
14 (No response.)
15 M5. THOMPSON: Ckay. W are now at the end of our
16  norni ng session.
17 EPA, are you ready to recess until after the
18 schedul ed | unch break?
19 MR. CLECH W Yes. Thank you, Kayl a.
20 So l'd like to take this opportunity before we
21  break to thank all the speakers fromthis norning. The
22 EPA very nuch appreciates you taking the tine to
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1 deliver your verbal coments.

2 So we wll break for a little bit over one half
3 hour, reconvening at half past the hour, which on the
4  East Coast would be 12: 30.

S So with that, | will break the neeting and we wl|
6 resune again at 12: 30.

7 Thank you so nuch.

8 (Wher eupon, the neeting was recessed for lunch, to
9 resune at 12:30 p.m)

10

11
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15
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17
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19
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1 AFTERNOON SESSI ON

2 M5. THOWPSON: Good afternoon and wel cone back to

3 the United States Environnental Protection Agency's

4  Public Hearing for the Revised 2023 and Later Mbdel

5 Year Light-Duty Vehicle G eenhouse Gas Em ssi ons

6 St andards.

7 My nane is Kayla Thonpson from Abt Associ at es,

8 contractor for the U S. EPA

9 W are now ready to continue the Virtual Public
10  Heari ng.

11 "Il turn it over to EPA to get us started.

12 MR. OLECH W Thank you, Kayl a.

13 I'"d like to take this opportunity to once again
14 thank everyone that testified this norning. W very
15 nuch appreciate you taking the tinme to deliver your

16 oral comments.

17 Just a rem nder that the purpose of this hearing
18 is to receive oral testinmony frominterested parties
19 regarding EPA' s Proposed Revisions to the Light-Duty
20 G eenhouse Gas Em ssions Standards and wth that, we
21 | ook forward to hearing this afternoon's speakers.

22 Thank you.
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1 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you.
2 Bef ore we resune the hearing, we'd |ike to go over
3 sone |logistics.
4 As a rem nder, all attendees are nuted
5 automatically.
6 If you are speaking today, you wll receive a
7 notification on your screen that you are being pronoted
8 tothe role of panelist shortly prior to your speaking
9 tinme. You nust accept that invitation to be able to
10 unnute when you are called to testify. This will also
11  allow you to turn on your canera which we encourage you
12 to do.
13 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
14  their phones when called to testify.
15 I f you have joined using a nane other than what is
16 |isted on the speaker |ist or have dialed in, we ask
17 that you please raise your hand when called on so we
18 can pronote you to the role of panelist. |If you have
19 called in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9.
20 If you are having technical difficulties, please
21 send an e-mail to public_hearing@btassoc.com or cal
22 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but
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1 you would like to, please send an e-mail with your nane
2 and phone nunber to public_heari ng@btassoc.comor call
3  919-294-7712.

4 Now we will continue our public testinony. The

S expected speaking order is currently displayed on the

6 screen. W ask that each person |imt their verbal

/7 testinony to three mnutes. W encourage you to

8 provide your full witten testinony and any additi onal
9 coments of any |length to Docket Nunmber EPA- HQ OAR-

10  2021-0208 on regul ati ons. gov.

11 | wll be introducing each speaker in turn.

12 Pl ease speak slowy and clearly so our court reporter
13 can record these proceedi ngs accurately.

14 Speaker Bl ock 3

15 M5. THOMPSON:. The first speaker will be

16 Representative Padna Kuppa. Please state your nane and
17 affiliation for the record.

18 M5. KUPPA: Thank you so nuch for having ne today.
19 As you said, | am Padnma Kuppa. |'m here today as

20 a private citizen.

21 As a fornmer autonotive professional and a
22 mechani cal engineer, |I'mhonored to be the state
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1 representative for Mchigan's 41st State House
2 District. | represent the Cities of Troy and C awson
3 in the Metro Detroit Area, and |'"'mglad to be here to
4  testify.
3) Thank you for the opportunity to voice ny support
6 for setting our clean car standards back on track.
7 Many of ny constituents are engineers in the autonotive
8 industry and | know that they take their jobs seriously
9 and enjoy the cars we nake here, whether it's at the
10 Wodward Dream Crui se or the Detroit Traffic Jam
11 | canme to M chigan over two decades ago for the
12 cars and stayed for the |lakes and amvery grateful to
13 live in the state that is honme to the world's | argest
14  freshwat er ecosystem
15 | feel the responsibility of it, too. As a
16 parent, |'ve always been conscious of the need to
17 protect our planet for the future generations and a
18 critical conmponent of this is reducing vehicle
19 em ssions and having stringent clean air standards.
20 As a fornmer FCA enpl oyee, about 10 years ago | was
21 able to bring honme ny first electric car, a Fiat 500,
22 the color of orange soda, but only for the weekends. |
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1 brought it to our Product Engi neering Departnent

2 picnics so that all ny colleagues could also test it

3 out and | really appreciate what had gone into creating
4 that vehicle and so did all of them and we knew the

5 inpact EVs would have in reducing em ssions.

6 Many of ny fornmer coll eagues are inmmgrants |ike

7 me wth technical expertise and know edge from

8 countries around the world that we honed in graduate

9 schools and in Anerican universities and in our careers
10 here in M chigan.

11 We bring to our jobs a belief in science that

12 enmpowers us to inprove vehicle em ssions. W have a

13 work ethic that drives us al so enpowers innovation and

14 support for clean car standards so that our autonotive
15 industry can deliver real-world em ssions reductions

16 and set standards for others to follow around the

17 worl d.

18 Engi neers in Mchigan work with col | eagues around
19 the world. W understand the inpact of our work on the
20 planet and all the people who live on it.

21 Here in M chigan, we've invested in innovation

22 throughout the autonotive industry and work hard to
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1 ensure that the U S. remains an auto industry | eader.
2 These standards have al ready gone through a rigorous
3 technical review process which found that auto
4  manufacturers have the technology to neet the
5 standards.
6 | urge you to keep these standards as originally
7 designed to ensure the greatest reductions in fossil
8 fuel use and gl obal warm ng em ssions.
9 Thank you for the opportunity to testify today
10 alongside a stream of environnental and public health
11  associ at es.
12 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
13 The next speaker will be Frederick Tran.
14 Frederick, we do not currently have you |isted anong
15 the list of attendees. However, if you have joined
16 using a different nanme, we would invite you to raise
17 your hand at this tine.
18 (No response.)
19 M5. THOWSON. Ckay. We will nove on to the next
20  speaker.
21 The next speaker will be Qunta Warren. You may
22 now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and affiliation
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1 for the record.
2 DR. WARREN: Thank you for this opportunity to
3 speak.
4 My nane is Dr. Qunta Warren, and | amthe
S5 Associate Director of Sustainability Policy at Consuner
6 Reports.
7 Qur anal ysis shows that the proposed clean cars
8 ruling is a good start to putting us back on track to
9 50 percent electric vehicles by 2030.
10 However, the EPA's preferred alternative recovers
11  only 75 percent of the |ost benefits fromthe
12 Obanma/ Bi den Administration's standards.
13 Consuner Reports survey results show t hat
14 consuners want nore access to clean cars and we need
15 reqgulations at |east as strong as the Cbana/Bi den
16 Administration's standards to deliver them
17 Recent reporting has al so shown that the Wite
18 House and other Administration officials told EPA that
19 its industry-backed plan for tightening auto eni ssions
20 |imts was too |ax, but the agency still released this
21  proposal with provisions that |lessen its bite.
22 The Bi den Adm nistration has coonmitted to slashing
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1 greenhouse gas em ssions by 50 percent by 2030, nmaking
2 a 60 percent reduction in greenhouse gas em ssions from
3 new passenger vehicle sales by 2030 absol utely
4 necessary.
3) This reduction would not only benefit the
6 environnent, it would al so save consuners approxi mately
7 $1.6 trillion through 2050.
8 In order to strengthen the proposed ruling, the
9 EPA can shift to Alternative 2 which is a stronger 2026
10 standard and cl ose the | oophol es that have been
11 afforded to the autonakers. These | oophol es include EV
12 multipliers and increased off-cycle credits.
13 It's also worth noting that autonekers agreed to
14 neet stronger standards al nost a decade ago. |f they
15 were able to neet nore stringent standards then, they
16 should be able to do so today and in the future.
17 As a person of color, I amextrenely concerned
18 about the inpacts of climte change on conmunities of
19 people who | ook like nme. Data shows that |ow wealth
20 comunities and conmunities of black, Indigenous,
21 persons of color experience disproportionate harm from
22 climte change.
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1 The Bi den Adm nistration has previously stated its
2 commtnent to environnental justice and it can
3 denonstrate this by addressing transportation-rel ated
4 discrimnatory inpacts.
3) There is inherent inequity in the car narketplace
6 as Consuner Reports research has found that new car
7 buyers are predom nantly whiter and ol der and they
8 determ ne what vehicles end up on the used car market.
9 Expandi ng consuners choi ces of clean vehicles wll
10 also benefit those that cannot afford to enter the new
11 car narket.
12 I'"d like to close by thanking the Biden
13 Administration again for this proposal and urging the
14 EPA to close the | oophol es and ensure that no
15 communities are left behind.
16 "Il remnd you again that a 2030 target of 60
17 percent reduction in greenhouse gas em ssions woul d
18 al so save consuners $1.6 trillion by 2050.
19 Thank you for your tine.
20 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
21 The next speaker will be Sam Spencer. You nmay now
22 unmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
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1 the record.
2 MR. SPENCER: Thank you very nuch.
3 My nane is Sam Spencer. | nost recently served as
4 the Chair of the Charlotte-Meckl enburg Pl anning
5 Commssion in Charlotte, North Carolina, but today |I'm
6 speaking as a private citizen.
7 In Charlotte and our entire Metropolitan Region,
8 we've experienced trenmendous growmh during ny lifetine
9 and for the past six years, on our Planning Conm ssion
10 |'ve had the opportunity to see that growmh not only
11 froma qualitative perspective but froma quantitative
12 st andpoi nt .
13 So here's the story that data tells. According to
14  Charlotte DOT data, Charlotte's growh is generating
15 over 25 mllion new car trips every year and that's
16 only fromrezoning, not by buy-right devel opnent.
17 Conservatively, that's tens of mllions of
18 kil ograns of new carbon di oxi de em ssions in the
19 Charlotte region every year. |It's a nmajor equity issue
20 for Charlotte.
21 Low i ncone, black, and imm grant communities
22 experience disproportionate harmfromdirty vehicle
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1 pollution leading to increased rates of asthnma and
2 other respiratory illnesses.
3 It's one of the main reasons |I'mtestifying today
4  Dbecause it is so inportant to our growing city for the
S EPA to inplenent the strongest possible vehicle
6 pollution standards.
7 | ssui ng stronger clean car standards will not only
8 address these transportation-related inpacts but al so
9 help the EPA follow through on its commtnent to
10 environnmental justice.
11 Li ke many growi ng Sunbelt cities, Charlotte is a
12 sprawing netropolis. |It's one of the reasons we
13 recently wote a new conprehensive plan to pave the way
14 for denser, nore environnental ly-friendly devel opnent.
15 We took inspiration fromSeattle's Commute Trip
16  Reduction Program Chicago's 2020 ETOC Pl an, and
17 Charlotte's own Strategi c Energy Action Pl an.
18 Qur 2040 Plan conmmts to transit-oriented
19 devel opnent, safe and equitable nobility, protecting
20 our tree canopy, and naking our buildings and vehicle
21 fleets carbon-neutral, and, inportantly, reducing per-
22 capita carbon emssions in the city.
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1 The Nunber 1 source of carbon em ssions in
2 Charlotte is vehicle trucks. W can't make significant
3 progress on em ssions reductions wthout a strong
4 federal rule and, unfortunately, the EPA s proposed
5 rule doesn't go far enough.
6 It is far too weak to achieve the climte progress
7 we need and contains | oopholes that would all ow auto
8 manufacturers to continue to double down on gas-
9 guzzling vehicles.
10 The proposal would also result in nuch |ess
11 pollution reduction than the auto i ndustry al ready
12 agreed to in 2012, nearly a decade ago.
13 So for sprawing southern cities, |ike mne, that
14 have to work with state |egislatures that ignore
15 climate science, it just isn't good enough. The EPA
16 should finalize the strongest possible clean car
17 standards to protect our communities fromvehicle
18 pollution, save drivers and sprawling cities like mne
19 from spending nore noney at the punp and fight clinmate
20  change.
21 You have a prine opportunity to strengthen these
22 standards and protect our climate, public health, and
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1 the econony by ensuring clean car standards are as

2 strong as possible and for ny city, ny famly, and our

3 nei ghborhoods, | sincerely hope you take it.

4 Thank you very nuch.

3) M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.

6 The next speaker will be Gnthia WIllians. You

7 may now unnute and pl ease state your nane and

8 affiliation for the record.

9 M5. WLLIAMS: Good afternoon. [I'mCnthia

10 Wlliams. |I'mthe Gobal Director, Sustainability,

11 Amal gation, and Conpliance for Ford Mdtor Conpany.

12 | spent nearly 30 years working on em ssions and
13 sustainability. Conbating climte change is a human

14 rights issue and a strategic priority for our conpany
15 and that's why we are proud to be the only full I|ine

16  Anmerican automaker commtted to reduci ng greenhouse gas
17 emssions in line with the Paris Agreenent and standi ng
18 with California for stronger greenhouse gas em ssions
19 standards.

20 We appl aud the Biden Adm nistration's goal of

21 reaching an electric vehicle future and | eadership on
22  reducing em ssions and investing in critical
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1 electrification infrastructure.
2 We believe that nmaking great vehicles for our
3 custoners, protecting the environnent, and nai ntaining
4 a strong busi ness depend on each ot her.
3) For us, that's why we're electrifying our nost
6 iconic naneplates. That includes the nost popul ar
7 vehicle in Anerica, the F-150, the electric Mistang
8 Mach-E, and the popular Transit Van used by busi nesses
9 across the country.
10 We're investing nore than $30 billion by 2025 in
11  electrification. W're conmtted to | eading the
12 electrification revolution and creating Anerican | obs.
13 Turning now to the proposed rul enaki ng, Ford
14 supports the proposal s that encourage production of
15 zero em ssion vehicles and we support the manner in
16 which the EPA has proposed the greenhouse gas em ssions
17 standards.
18 Because forward-| ooki ng manufacturers |i ke Ford
19 are meking i nprovenents that provide real environnental
20 benefits, the proposal recognizes a range of conpliance
21  nmechani snms, |ike reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssi ons,
22 inproving air conditioning to mnimze refrigerant
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1 | eakage, and advanced technol ogies, |like electric
2 vehicles.
3 We appreciate both EPA and NHTSA to harnoni ze a

4  greenhouse gas and fuel econony standards and we know
5 that you will consider the tine that it takes to design
6 and devel op the advanced technol ogi es needed to address
7  the urgent climate crisis.

8 Taken together, the broad el enents of the proposal
9 are stronger than the SAFE Program and puts us back on
10 track to conbat climate change and neet President

11 Biden's anbitious vehicle electrification goals.

12 Finally, to achieve a zero em ssions future, we

13 need col | aborati on anong governnent, industry, and

14  stakehol ders. To neet this nonent, all of us wll need
15 to hold conversations like this one to set and achi eve
16 anbitious goals.

17 At Ford, we are doing our part devel opi ng hi gh-

18 quality and zero em ssion vehicles, conmbining that with
19 our legendary ability to build themat scale. W

20 expect to be well positioned to have fully electric

21  vehicles account for 40 to 50 percent of our sales by

22 2030.
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1 We appreciate the opportunity to testify here

2 today. At Ford, we intend to continue building our

3 legacy of sustainability and to help build a better

4 world where every person is free to nove and pursue

5 their dreans.

6 Thank you and | wll take any questions.

7 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.

8 The next speaker will be N cole Marcot. You may

9 now unmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
10 for the record.

11 M5. MARCOT: Hi. I'mNcole Marcot. 1'ma

12 volunteer with Mons Clean Air Force. Thanks for the

13 opportunity to testify.

14 | live in Detroit, Mchigan, and |I'mthe nother of
15 three young children as well as an educator in a

16 predom nantly | owincone section of the city.

17 ' m deeply concerned about the effects air

18 pollution and climte change have on the health of ny
19 conmmunity and on our children's future. So | support
20 this Admnistration's proposal to strengthen greenhouse
21 gas em ssions standards for cars and |ight trucks.

22 My community in Detroit is a |lowwealth community
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1 near a mmjor highway system and ny parents, who live in
2 the same nei ghborhood as us, suffer fromasthma as do

3  many other people in nmy neighborhood. As many as 15

4 percent of adults and 11 percent of children in Detroit
5 suffer from asthma.

6 As an educator, |'ve frequently wi tnessed children
7 mssing school because of asthma. |In addition to

8 asthma, heart disease is also a major health concern.

9 In the past year and a half, three of ny nei ghbors have
10 passed away fromhealth issues related to heart

11 di sease.

12 According to Yale University, vehicles are the

13 | eading cause of air pollution and this pollution

14 causes a variety of health issues in humans, including

15 asthma and heart disease.

16 Residents of ny conmunity are predom nantly peopl e
17 of color and studi es have shown that | ow wealth and

18 bl ack and I ndi genous, people of color communities

19 experience disproportionate harmfromdirty vehicle

20 pollution, leading to racial disparities in rates of

21 asthma and heart disease.

22 Aside fromthe direct inpacts of air pollution,
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1 here in Detroit we've been hit wth drastically
2 increasing amounts of extrene weather. Just |ast week
3 we were without electricity for six days due to a storm
4 that swept through Southeast M chigan and left close to
S amllion custoners wthout power. Please note that
6 once again it is lowincone comunities that suffer the
7 nmost fromextrenme weather. Wealthy communities and the
8 suburbs had their electricity restored nmuch sooner than
9 we did.

10 This extreme weather is a direct result of climte
11 change and will only grow worse if imrediate and strong
12 action is not taken.

13 The future of ny three young daughters is at stake
14 along with the lives of children across Detroit,

15 Mchigan, the United States, and the world.

16 G ven that the transportation sector is the

17 largest source of carbon pollution in the U S,

18 cleaning up vehicle pollution is one of the nost

19 inmportant things we can do to fight climte change.

20 |"'murging EPA to set the strongest possible

21 federal clean car standards through 2026, avoi di ng

22 | oophol es and putting autonmakers on track to neet

V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 152
1 anbitious pollution reduction goals.
2 Thanks for your tine.
3 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.
4 The next speaker will be Darien Davis. You nmay
S5 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
6 for the record.
7 M5. DAVIS: Hello and thank you for giving ne the
8 opportunity to testify on the SAFE 2 Rul e t oday.
9 My nane is Darien Davis, and |I'm a Gover nnent
10 Affairs Advocate for Cimte and Cean Energy at the
11  League of Conservation Voters or LCV.
12 "' m here today on behalf of LCV's nore than two
13 mllion nenbers and a network of 30 state partner
14 organi zati ons across the country.
15 | appreciate the Biden Adm nistration's sw ft
16 action on clean car standards. It is clear that
17 undoi ng the harnful roll backs of the previous
18 Admi nistration has been a top priority since Day 1.
19 Now t hat the proposed rule is out, | urge the EPA
20 to create the strongest possible limts on vehicle
21  pollution. The EPA should seek to finalize Alternative
22 2, the strongest standards the EPA analyzed on the
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1 proposal.
2 In order to tackle the clinmate crisis at the speed
3 and scal e that science demands, we need standards that
4 wll reduce 60 percent of carbon em ssions from new
5 cars by 2030.
6 On the heels of a clarion IPCC report, it is clear
7 that climate change is directly contributing to nore
8 severe and frequent wildfires, hurricanes, and fl oodi ng
9 around the world. The nost recent report is especially
10 salient because it shows specific regional clinmate
11 i npacts.
12 Here in California where I'mcurrently visiting
13 with ny famly, wldfires have been ragi ng at an
14 unprecedented rate. These wildfires both threaten the
15 safety of famlies |like mne while also contributing to
16  hazardous air quality.
17 In recent years, there have been days when the
18 snmog fromfires was so thick nmy parents would have to
19 leave work early and stay indoors to safeguard their
20 hone.
21 There is, however, a practical way to begin
22  tackling climate change: focusing on clean
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1 transportation. Since the transportation sector is the
2 |argest source of em ssions, bold car standards to help
3 accelerate the transm ssion fromcars with internal
4 conbustion engines to pollution-free vehicles.
3) Now t he EPA has the opportunity to both reinstate
6 and strengthen clean car standards. |[In addition to
7  fighting climte change, robust regulations would
8 protect conmunities fromvehicle pollution and save
9 drivers noney at the punp.
10 This is especially critical because black and
11 brown conmmunities and | owwealth communities experience
12 disproportionate harmfromdirty vehicle pollution.
13  This environnental injustice |eads to increased rates
14  of asthma and other respiratory ill nesses.
15 Once again, | urge this Admnistration to set the
16  strongest standards possible because they are practical
17 and neet the nonent that we're in. The EPA shoul d
18 finalize standards at | east as strong as Alternative 2
19 presented in the proposed rule. These standards can
20 put us on the path to uphol ding our NBC of 50 to 52
21 percent net econony-w de greenhouse gas em ssion
22 reductions bel ow 2005 | evels in 2030.
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1 Utimtely, these standards set for 2026 can | ay
2 the groundwork for elimnating pollution from new
3 vehicles by 2035. It is clear that we have no tine to
4 wast e.
3) Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.
6 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
7 The next speaker will be Steven Wnman. Steven, we
8 do not currently have you listed anong the attendees.
9 However, if you have joined using a different nanme, we
10 would ask that you raise your hand at this tine.
11 (No response.)
12 M5. THOWSON. We will nove on to the next
13  speaker.
14 The next speaker will be Lisa Tanaka. You nmay now
15 unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
16 the record.
17 M5. TANAKA: Good afternoon. | am Lisa Tanaka.
18 1'm Assi stant Deputy Executive Oficer for Legislative
19 and Public Affairs at South Coast Air Quality
20 Managenent District. W are the |ocal agency
21 responsible for air quality in the Geater Los Angel es
22 Area.
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1 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on the
2 proposed rule.
3 The 17 mllion residents in our jurisdiction
4  Dbreathe sone of the worst air in the US. Mbile
S source enmissions contribute to over 80 percent of the
6 snobg-formng air pollution in our region.
7 Wi | e heavy-duty trucks and other freight vehicles
8 are responsible for the bulk of these eni ssions,
9 emssions fromlight-duty vehicles are al so
10 significant, and as EPA notes, |ight-duty vehicles
11  contri bute substantially to greenhouse gas em ssi ons.
12 We appl aud EPA' s proposal to put the Cean Cars
13  Program back on track and reverse the 2020 standards
14 pronul gated under the previous Adm nistration. The
15 2020 standards created unnecessary delay in reducing
16 em ssions fromthe Iight-duty sector.
17 We urge EPA to nove forward quickly to revise
18 these standards so that nuch-needed em ssions
19 reductions can be realized as soon as possible.
20 We believe that the standards EPA promnul gated in
21 2012 were sound and wel | -supported, a concl usi on EPA
22 confirmed in the 2016 m d-term eval uati on.
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1 What was valid and feasible in 2012 is even nore
2 achievable alnost 10 years later after autonotive
3 technol ogi es have continued to advance and the public's
4 interest and appetite for zero em ssion vehicles has
S5 increased.
6 To that end, EPA should finalize revised standards
7 that capture as nuch of the benefit of the 2012
8 standards as possible. W therefore urge EPA to
9 finalize Alternative 2 of the proposed revision.
10 We further recommend that EPA finalize the Mdel
11 Year 2026 standards that is 10 grans per mle nore
12 stringent than the current Alternative 2 target. This
13 conbi nati on woul d achi eve em ssions reductions that
14  nore closely approxi mate that which woul d have been
15 achi eved by the 2012 standards.
16 Qur agency is also fully supportive of policies to
17 covert the transportation sector to zero em ssions,
18 including light-duty vehicles. W reconmend that EPA
19 reinstate multipliers for zero em ssion vehicles in the
20 final standard and set the cumulative credit cap at a
21 | evel that ensures continued penetration of ZEVs in the
22 |ight-duty fleet.
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1 Addi tional ly, South Coast AQVD supports EPA's

2 recognition in the proposed rule that a | onger-term

3 rulemaking could al so address criteria pollutant and

4 air toxic emssions in the new light-duty vehicle

5 fleet.

6 It goes on to state that a future longer-term

7 rulemaking wll take critical steps to continue the

8 trajectory of transportation eni ssions reductions

9 needed to protect public health and wel fare, especially
10 inmportant in our South Coast Air Basin where we are an
11  extrene non-attai nnment for ozone and PM 2. 5.

12 Sout h Coast AQVD strongly urges EPA not to del ay
13 on a criteria pollutant and air toxic subm ssion to

14 rul emaking for light-duty vehicles. Addressing air

15 pollutants and air toxic em ssions should be considered
16 as soon as possible to reduce the inpacts on public

17 health and assist with attai nnent of the Clean Air Act
18 standards.

19 In summary, we |look forward to a final standard in
20 the near future that achieves the benefits that woul d
21  have been realized through the inplenentation of the

22 2012 standard and sends a strong signal for vehicle
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1 electrification.
2 Thank you for this opportunity to testify and
3 we'll also be submitting nore detailed witten remarKks.
4 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
3) The next speaker will be Anthony Wtt. You nmay

6 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
7 for the record.

8 MR WTT: Yes. M nane is Anthony Wtt, and

9 while I'mtestifying as a private citizen, | ama

10 retired city planner with expertise in environnental
11 pl anni ng, docunentation, and regul ations.

12 | fully support the strengthening of the clean
13 cars standards with the adoption of the EPA's second
14 alternati ve.

15 The second alternative would deliver greater

16 savings to consuners, an average of $2,100 per vehicle,
17 and el im nate auto manufacturer | oophol es.

18 | have two sons and |I'mextrenely worried about
19 the environnent, public health, and the econony that
20 we're leaving to future generations. |npacts of

21 climate change are already here.

22 My seven-year-old hybrid vehicle gets 40 mles to
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1 the gallon. The relatively high fuel econony of ny
2  hybrid saves noney at the gas punp and | know that |'m
3 doing a small part to limt use of non-renewabl e
4 resources and reduce carbon em ssions.
3) Aut o manufacturers will not produce vehicles with
6 drastically higher fuel efficiency unless they're
7 required to do so. W need to set high standards and
8 elimnate | oophol es that woul d prevent us from
9 achieving these goals.
10 The Adm nistration's "voluntary targets” and the
11  U. S. autonmmkers "shared aspirations” are not
12 sufficient. To achieve the goal of reducing greenhouse
13 gas emi ssions fromnew faster vehicles sales by nore
14  than 60 percent, we need to set the strongest possible
15 standards for 2026.
16 | urge the Adm nistration to set the strongest
17 standards possi bl e because they're necessary and they
18 wor k.
19 | urge you to reinstate the federal standards wth
20 your Alternative 2 and set even stronger ones through
21 2030.
22 | ask you to ensure that there are no | oophol es
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1 for autonmekers to get around these standards.
2 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
3 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.
4 The next speaker will be Taisia Turza. You nmay
S5 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
6 for the record.
7 M5. TURZA: Hi . Thanks for letting ne speak. Can
8 you hear ne okay?
9 M5. THOWPSON: We can.
10 M5. TURZA: Ckay. Thanks.
11 My nane is Taisia Turza, and |I'mrepresenting
12 nyself, a steward of the earth, a Texas resident, a
13 fornmer energency nedical technician, and a current
14 health care I T professional, passionate about
15 addressing social determ nants of health.
16 Thanks for giving nme the opportunity to comment
17t oday.
18 "' m here because |I' m deeply concerned about
19 emssions fromall vehicle classes, nanely, |arge
20  vehicle classes, |ike trucks, SUvs, and anbul ance vans.
21 | grew up in Austin, Texas, and went to university
22 in Houston, Texas, where | wtnesses for nyself the
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1 inpacts of air pollution in cities |ike Houston,

2 (@Galveston, Texas Cty, and all the neighboring towns.

3 Ast hma and cancer rates in these areas due to
4 environnental pollutants, |ike GHG em ssions, are
5 astronomical. Al nost everyone knows sonebody who has

6 had asthma or cancer or has it now.

7 In ny experience working as an EMI in the Houston
8 region, we would serve |ower-inconme comrunities that

9 overwhelmngly suffered fromchronic conditions that
10 are exacerbated by environnental factors |ike poor air
11  quality due to the vehicle em ssions.

12 Transportation is the | argest source of carbon

13 emssions inthe US and it's critical that we both
14  make our gasoline-powered cars and trucks nore

15 efficient and that shift rapidly to electric vehicles.
16 If the vehicles thenselves had stricter em ssions
17 standards and thus | ower em ssions, then the health

18 inpacts on the conmmunity would be nmuch | ower, as well.
19 By i npl enenting the strongest possible fuel

20  econony standards, the EPA woul d al so be foll ow ng

21 through on its stated commtnent to environnental

22  justice because issuing stronger clean car standards
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1 wll help address key transportation-rel ated i npacts,
2 |ike social determ nants of health, which inpact | ow
3 wealth and bl ack, Indigenous, people of col or
4 communities that experience disproportionate harm from
5 dirty vehicle pollution, leading to increased rates of
6 asthma and other respiratory illnesses and cancer.
7 That EPA nust act to nmake clean car standards as
8 strong and far-reaching as possible. It would be a win
9 for the American people and all those |ooking to spur
10 job creation, economc growh, famly cost savings, and
11 public health protection at the tinme when we need it
12 nost.
13 | urge the EPA Adm nistration to be |eaders in
14 achieving a zero em ssions future wth strategic and
15 aggressive goals to help mtigate the inpact of air
16 pollution on our health and therefore our livelihoods
17 and our future.
18 Thank you for your tine.
19 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
20 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
21 receive a notification on your screen that you are
22  being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
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1 your speaking tinme. You nust accept that invitation to
2 pe able to unnmute when you are called to testify. This
3 will also allowyou to turn on your canera which we
4  encourage you to do.
3) Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
6 their phones when called to testify.
7 I f you have joined using a nane other than what is
8 listed on the speaker |ist or have dialed in, we ask
9 that you pl ease raise your hand when called on so we
10 can pronpte you to the role of panelist. [|f you have
11 called in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9.
12 If you are having technical difficulties, please
13 send an e-mail to public_hearing@btassoc.com or cal
14 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak but
15 you would like to, please send an e-nmail to
16  public_heari ng@bt assoc. comor call 919-294-7712.
17 Speaker Bl ock 4
18 M5. THOMPSON: The next speaker will be Tinothy
19 Mnotas. You nmay now unnmute and pl ease state your nane
20 and affiliation for the record.
21 MR. M NOTAS: Thank you.
22 My nane is TimMnotas. | amthe Legislative and
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1 Political Coordinator for the Sierra Cub M chigan
2 Chapter, also here as a private citizen.
3 Thank you to the EPA and the nenbers of this panel
4 for giving ne the opportunity to testify on such an
S inportant topic.
6 ' m here today because, unfortunately, the EPA's
7 proposed rule does not go far enough. It is far too
8 weak to achieve the climte progress we need. It
9 contains | oopholes that allow auto manufacturers to
10 continue to double down on gas-powered vehicles and it
11  does not position us to be the | eaders noving into the
12 future.
13 Ri ght now in Mchigan, nearly half of our
14 popul ation, nore than 4.7 mllion people, live in non-
15 attai nnent areas. Fossil fuel-powered vehicles emt
16 many criteria pollutants that directly inpact human
17 health, affecting sonme communities nore than others.
18 We know | owi ncome and BI POC conmunities face the
19 worst air quality as a result of inequitable
20  transportation systens.
21 | npl enenting the strongest possible fuel econony
22 standards will not only show the EPA's commtnent to
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1 environnental justice but will also help address the
2 negative air-related health inpacts to these
3 communities.
4 Al'so, Mchigan is the birthplace of the autonotive
S5 industry. No other state currently produces nore cars

6 and trucks than we do and while other countries are

7 nmoving forward with cl eaner vehicles, our country has
8 renuined idl ed.

9 In order for Mchigan and the United States to

10 remain conpetitive and the | eader, we nust be bold with
11  our action on clean car standards. Oherwise, we wll
12 | ose out on these 21st Century jobs. Enacting bold

13 standards wi Il save consuners noney, spur econom cC

14 growth, innovation, and job creation in the devel opnent
15 and manufacturing of new cl ean car technol ogi es and

16 electrified vehicles.

17 Wth the | PCC Report and climte di seases we are
18 seeing and experiencing here today, both across the

19 United States and here in M chigan, we know t hat

20 climate change is here.

21 Ri ght now the transportation sector is the |argest

22 emtter of greenhouse gases in the United States. W
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1 cannot conbat clinmate change w t hout reducing and
2 elimnating tailpipe emssions. |If the United States
3 is going to keep to its word to act aggressively on
4 climte, then we nust rise to the nonent that we are in
5 right now and enact the bol dest and strongest possible
6 clean car standards.
7 Once again, | thank you for the opportunity to
8 speak today and | urge the EPA to nake cl ean car
9 standards as strong and as far-reaching as possible.
10 It would be a win for our climate, for jobs, the
11  econony, and famlies all across the country at a tine
12 when we need it nost.
13 Thank you.
14 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
15 The next speaker is Judi Egbert. You nay now
16 unnmute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
17 the record.
18 M5. EGBERT: Thank you for the opportunity to
19 testify.
20 My nane is Judi Egbert, Cayton, North Carolina.
21 |'"man active participant wwth the Unitarian
22 Universalist Fellowship of Raleigh and a nenber of its
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1 Environnental Justice Mnistry.
2 | support and appreciate President Biden's steps
3 toward renew ng sensible standards for vehicle fuel
4 efficiency but amconcerned that autonmakers will do as
5 they have repeatedly done before, that is, seek ways in
6 which they conduct and avoid inproving fuel efficiency.
7 Hence, | ask that the EPA choose Alternative
8 Nunmber 2 which will nore effectively and rapidly close
9 | oophol es sought oftentinmes by automakers and
10 Alternative 2 will enable significant savings for
11 consuners, perhaps as much as $2,100 average per
12 vehicle.
13 Al though I"'mretired, | drive nearly 300 mles
14 each week to actively serve ny community, planting,
15 pmmintaining, and harvesting in organi c gardens, hel ping
16  build affordabl e housing, delivering neals to honebound
17 el derly, closing the hunger gap in food deserts,
18 pronoting voter engagenent, providing encouragenent and
19 support in a faith community, and denonstrating to our
20 | eaders how they can pronote well-being to our
21  constituents.
22 To performthese vital engagenents on a sonmewhat
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1 Jlimted fixed incone, | need and do use a fuel

2 efficient vehicle, which is a hybrid Prius. | find

3 this vehicle, which gets about 45 to 50 m | es per

4 gallon, can adequately and confortably help ne

5 contribute to a thriving community.

6 As an active citizen, | need a healthy

7 environnent, one in which not only ny car is fuel

8 efficient and | ow on em ssions but also an environnent
9 in which that is a standard. Hence, ny expectation

10 that the EPA w Il apply Alternative Nunber 2 for a nore
11 effective, sensible, and healthy standard and vehicl es
12 that are marketed in the U S

13 By having stronger standards, we not only save at
14  the gas punp but we save by having better air, |and,
15 and water quality and healthier citizens. 90 percent
16 of American consuners favor nore efficient and safer
17 vehicl e standards that reduce greenhouse gas em ssions
18 and pronote healthier comrunities.

19 We don't need additional decades of research and

20 devel opnment. We have the ability and technology to

21  inplenment better standards now and Alternative Nunber 2
22 wll enable that.
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1 My thanks to the panelists who are taking the tine
2 tolisten and attend to our concerns. Thank you.
3 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.
4 The next speaker will be Jeffrey G-oss. You may
5 now unnute and state your nane and affiliation for the
6 record.
7 MR GROSS: Hello. M nane is Jeffrey Goss. |I'm
8 a resident of Connecticut and a nenber of Sierra C ub.
9 | grew up in the Northwest corner of Chio in the
10 econonmi ¢ shadow of the giant automakers where one uncle
11  worked at GM Research and to the west was South Bend,
12 | ndi ana, where the storied Studebaker conpany was
13  struggling through its final years but still supplying
14 cars to ny famly's Renault deal ership.
15 Wth that background, it took ne a long tine to
16 realize that our autonobile culture was not in fact the
17  benevol ent driver of the world econony and that its
18 paradi gns were not the basis of the best of all
19  possi bl e worl ds.
20 My thinking was influenced over tinme by the
21  epochal policy shifts that grewin reaction to
22 awareness of a nassive externality caused by
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1 autonobil es.

2 The first shift was, of course, regulation of

3 autonobile em ssions in response to horrific air

4 quality problens. The second was the perceived threat

5 of peak oil which also introduced the econonic

6 disincentive of higher fuel prices, and the third was

7 recognition that carbon from generations of oil

8 exploitation was causing disruption in the climte's

9 equilibrium

10 Now we all know these separate crises represent

11 essentially the sanme underlying problem the systemc
12 overuse of our natural resources, and it is significant
13 that in each case our collective response was targeted
14  reqgul ation but also reliance on market forces.

15 It is our msfortune, however, that these

16 responses were not enough and here we are today at an
17 EPA hearing all of us breathing air with nore than 400
18 parts per mllion of carbon dioxide, but this EPA

19 decision needs to be part of this historical

20 opportunity to bend the trajectory of dozens of

21  manufacturers and hundreds of mllions of consuners to
22 a noble and necessary objective of net zero
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1 transportation.
2 So | inplore the EPA to have the vision to require
3 the maximumefficiency for the United States public,
4 which is to say, Alternative 2. The autonvobile
S industry is suprenely adept technically and oriented to
6 markets where simlar higher requirenents apply. 1'm
7 confident they can adapt.
8 So | don't know which technology will win out in
9 the end, but let the EPA set high goals wthout
10 | oopholes and | et the manufacturers and consuners
11  optim ze the sol utions.
12 "' m hopeful that a fleet conposed of even
13 currently shipping technol ogi es evol ving naturally
14 under market pressure to nostly electric will achieve
15 the nunbers proposed and so set the stage for a net
16 zero future.
17 Thank you for the opportunity to speak.
18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 The next speaker is Erandi Trevino. W do not
20 currently have you listed anong the attendees.
21  However, if you have joined using a different nane, we
22 invite you to raise your hand at this tinme and if you
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1 have called in, you may rai se your hand by dialing Star
2 9.
3 (No response.)
4 M5. THOMPSON:. Simlarly, we do not have the next

S two speakers listed in the attendee list, JP Thomas and
6 Susie Robertson. However, if you have joined using a
7 different nane, we would invite you to raise your hand

8 at this tine.

9 JP, | can see that you've raised your hand. So |
10 will pronote you to panelist.

11 MR. THOVAS: Hello. Can you hear ne?

12 M5. THOWPSON: We can.

13 ME. THOVAS:. great. Good norning and thank you

14 for the opportunity to speak today.

15 My nane is JP Thomas, and |I'mthe Director of

16 External Relations for Voice of the People, an

17 organi zation that seeks to reanchor our denocracy and
18 its founding principles by giving W the People a

19 greater role in governnent.

20 Today, | amgoing to present data from surveys
21  conducted by our partner, the Program for Public

22 Consultation at the University of Mryland School of
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1 Public Policy, as well as from other respected polling
2 organizations, on the public's view of air pollution
3 and fuel efficiency standards.
4 The Program for Public Consultation conducts
5 surveys of the Anerican public on federal policy
6 proposals. Their surveys differ fromstandard polls in
7 that they provide respondents with a briefing on the
8 topic, details of the proposals, and argunents for and
9 against each proposal. This content is reviewed by
10 advocates and proponents to ensure it is accurate and
11 bal anced.
12 They use national probability-based sanples
13  provided by Neilson Scarborough with at |east 2,400
14 registered Anerican voters with a margin of error of
15 two percent.
16 Overall, PPC finds that a large majority support
17 the governnent taking action to reduce air pollution.
18 I n a Septenber 2020 survey, 78 percent of voters
19 assigned a very or somewhat high priority to the
20  governnent working to reduce air pollution that causes
21 negative health effects. This included 54 percent of
22  Republicans, eight in 10 I ndependents, and 98 percent
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1 of Denocrats.
2 A survey in 2016 on the clean power plans proposal
3 torequire all cars and trucks by 2025 to emt half the
4 carbon dioxide of the 2010 nodel elicited support from
S 73 percent of voters, including 86 percent of
6 Denocrats, 71 percent of |ndependents, and 57 percent
7 of Republicans.
8 They were infornmed that this proposal would
9 increase the cost of the vehicle but save consuners
10 nore on gas in the long run.
11 Simlarly, increasing fuel efficiency standards
12 for heavy-duty trucks, vans, tractors, and simlar
13 vehicl es was supported by 71 percent of Anmerican
14 voters, including 84 percent of Denocrats, 68 percent
15 of Independents, and 56 percent of Republicans, though
16 they were told the proposal would increase the cost of
17 the vehicle, again while saving noney on gas in the
18 | ong run.
19 Both of these increases were supported al so by
20 bipartisan majorities of voters in Texas, despite its
21  dependence on the oil industry.
22 After the Trunp Adm nistration replacenent of the
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1 clean power plan with the Affordabl e C ean Energy
2 Rules, which froze the fuel efficiency standards, a
3 survey by Yale University and George Mason University
4  asked respondents whether they would support the
S governnent setting stronger fuel efficiency standards
6 for cars, trucks, and SUVs.
7 A large majority of 78 percent of voters were in
8 support, including 91 percent of Denocrats, 76 percent
9 of Independents, and 62 percent of Republicans.
10 In conclusion, increasing fuel efficiency
11 standards as a way to reduce air pollution is
12 consistently supported by a large majority of the
13  public, including majorities of Republicans, even after
14 being infornmed that it would raise the cost of
15  vehi cl es.
16 At Voice of the People we do not take a position
17 on policy issues but believe that denocracy is
18 inportant for governnment agencies to consult citizens
19 on key policy issues that the governnment faces.
20 We encourage you to take the views of all of the
21  public into account when deci di ng whet her to change
22  federal fuel efficiency standards.
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1 Thank you for the tine today.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 Al t hough we did not see a raised hand earlier, |
4 wanted to give Susie Robertson another opportunity to
S raise their hand if they have arrived and are under a
6 different nane.
7 (No response.)
8 M5. THOMPSON: Ckay. The next speaker on our i st
9 is Paul Gsbourn. Paul, you may now unnute and pl ease
10 state your nanme and affiliation for the record.
11 MR. OSBOURN. My nane is Paul Gsbourn. | am
12 coming as a National Sal esperson, not representing ny
13  conpany but soneone that has spent 20 years in
14 commercial fleets and the last 10 selling alternative
15 fuel vehicles.
16 Wiile | believe the EPA plan has a noble intent, |
17 am concer ned about the econom c inpact and it
18 potentially having a counterproductive result.
19 We have seen trucks go from 2012 selling around
20 $25,000 to today at over $45,000 and this current plan
21 | ooks to drive things well north of 50. Wth the
22  addition of precious netals that will have to go into
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1 the catalyst calibration tine, we expect that.
2 We're already seeing fleets in dealers around the
3 country placing record orders for Mdel Year '22. Sone
4  manufacturers have already shut off the order w ndow as
5 early as Novenber, which normally would have stayed
6 open well into March or April of next year.
7 The reason they're doing it is to avoid what they
8 believe to be higher prices of the Mdel '23 and newer
9 vehicles.
10 This also has a significant inpact to the used
11 truck market. The people that fix your roof and paint
12 your house and deliver your Amazon packages and trim
13  your trees, these folks typically drive used vehicles
14 and those fol ks are also seeing particularly with the
15 chip shortage incredible rises in prices. Wat they
16 typically end up doing is extending the life of their
17 vehicle. They will often just buy a new engi ne or
18 rebuild the transm ssion and we get stuck with the sane
19 emssions that we had that we're trying to repl ace.
20 | believe the flaw in the plan does not have a
21 pragmatic path to cleaner em ssions, and | believe that
22 if the EPA wants this to success they nust partner with
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1 Congress to offer greater tax incentives to buy these
2  newer vehicles. |In particular, those tax incentives
3 must include all cleaner fuels, including renewable
4 npatural gas, renewabl e propane, as well as the hybrids
5 and the EVs that are out there.
6 The new plan | ooks way too favorable towards one
7  technology that is not going to address all the needs
8 of all the fleets and that is my concern.
9 | thank you for your tinme and thank you for the
10 opportunity to testify.
11 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
12 The next speaker will be lan Tafoya. You may now
13 unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
14 the record.
15 As a rem nder, you will need to accept the
16 invitation to becone a panelist.
17 MR. TAFOYA: Hello. Can you hear ne?
18 M5. THOWPSON: We can.
19 MR. TAFOYA: Hello. M nane is lan Thomas Taf oya,
200 and | amcalling from Denver, Colorado. | amthe State
21 Director for GeenLatinos for Colorado, a national
22 environnental justice and conservation novenent,
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1 bringing frontline activists to the front of the line
2 to fight for our environnmental |iberation.
3 | amfroma frontline comunity inpacted by
4  highway pollution. [|I'mfroma comunity that sued over
S Title 6 for an expansion in nmy community, a Cean Ar
6 Act lawsuit and NEPA, ultimately settling with the
7 governnent, and now PM 2.5 nodeling is being questioned
8 in a whistleblower case of our entire Air Mdeling
9 Dvision fromthe State of Col orado.
10 I"'mfroma community with bad water, one of the
11  nost polluted zipcodes in Anerica, and the hone of the
12 industrial sector of ny city in a lot of ways, and | am
13  here today to ask you to go as strong as you possibly
14 can, and | want to agree that | can hear what the
15 person who testified before ne said.
16 W need downpaynent since even beyond tax
17 incentives for us to truly nake this change.
18 |'ve been involved in transportation
19 electrification planning processes here at my Public
20 Uilities Conm ssion and through our conversations with
21  busi ness owners and people that is what they want.
22 But this is really about people. W can talk
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1 about nunbers all day, but saving people noney, yes,
2 also inportant, that's a co-benefit, but reducing the
3 anobunt of pollution into our comunity, reducing the
4 long-terminpacts of carbon dioxide into our conmunity,
5 and other VOCs is going to help, and what we've seen is
6 a direct connection between snmall particulate matter
7 and COVI D deat hs.
8 We' ve seen our communities drastically transforned
9 and asthma rates continue to clinb. |'mhere to ask
10 you to do the right thing.
11 The Environnental Protection Agency is about
12 protecting people, not businesses. W can't worry
13  about people saying the entire systemis going to
14 col | apse because we do the right thing which is inprove
15 the air.
16 Thank you very nuch.
17 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
18 At this time, we will nove on to the next speaker
19 block. Al right.
20 The next speaker listed is Terry McGQuire. Terry,
21 we do not currently see you anong the |ist of
22 attendees. However, if you have joined under a
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1 different nane, we invite you to raise your hand at
2 this tinme, and if you have joined using your phone, we
3 would ask that you dial Star 9.
4 (No response.)
3) M5. THOMPSON:. Simlarly, the next few speakers
6 are not appearing on ny |list of attendees. |'m going
7 to call their nanes and if you are here but are |isted
8 under a different nanme, we would ask that you raise
9 your hand at this time. These nanmes are Brian
10  Laughlin, N ck Tronbetta, Em |y Hopkins, and Val encia
11 Bednar.
12 (No response.)
13 M5. THOWPSON: | do not currently see any hands
14 raised. So we will nove on to the next speaker in the
15  list.
16 The next speaker is Natalia Villal pando Paer. You
17 may now unnute and pl ease state your nane and
18 affiliation for the record.
19 As a rem nder, you will need to accept the
20 jinvitation to be pronoted to panelist in order for us
21  to hear you.
22 (No response.)
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1 M5. THOMPSON: Natalia, |I'mgoing to send one nore
2 jnvitation to be pronoted to panelist. You may have
3 the ability at this tine to hit the unnute button. W
4 wouldn't be able to see your canera but you can al so
S try that at this tine.
6 (No response.)
7 M5. THOMPSON: Ckay. | will provide a couple of
8 rem nders.
9 So as a quick rem nder, if you are speaking today,
10 you will receive a notification on your screen that you
11  are being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly
12 prior to your speaking tinme. You nmust accept that
13 invitation to be able to unnute when you are called to
14  testify. This will also allow you to turn on your
15 canera which we encourage you to do.
16 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
17 their phones when called to testify.
18 If you are having technical difficulties, please
19 send an e-nmmil to public_heari ng@btassoc.com or cal
20 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but
21 you would like to, please send an e-mail with your nane
22 and phone nunber to public_heari ng@btassoc.com or call
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one
mailto:public_hearing@abtassoc.com
mailto:public_hearing@abtassoc.com

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 184
1 919-294-7712.
2 If you are not registered to speak but would |ike
3 to, please send an e-mail with your nane and phone
4  nunber to public_hearing@btassoci.comor call 919-294-
S T7712.
6 Finally, if you have joined using a nane other
7 than one that's |listed on the speaker |ist or have
8 dialed in, we ask that you pl ease rai se your hand when
9 called on so we can pronote you to the role of
10  paneli st.
11 If you have called in, you can raise your hand by
12 dialing Star 9.
13 Okay. Let nme see a raised hand for a speaker from
14 Block 8. Erandi Trevino. Erandi, you should be
15 receiving an invitation to be pronoted to paneli st.
16  \When you are ready, you may unnute and pl ease state
17 your name and affiliation for the record.
18 M5. TREVINO. H, good afternoon. M/ nane's
19 FErandi Trevino. | amthe Texas State O ganizer for
20 Monms Ol ean Air Force.
21 Thank you for listening to us today.
22 Qur nmenbership is close to 67,000 here in the
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1 state of Texas and our priority is, you know, fighting
2 for clean air for all, especially our children, and
3 regardless of racial background, financial background,
4 and because in places |ike Houston, we al ready have so
S5 much exposure to toxins in the air fromrefineries,
6 fromthe ship channel, and our city is grow ng every
7 single day, that neans nore cars because the only way
8 to get around in this city is by driving. There is no
9 effective public node of transportation. There are
10 buses but inreality they take so long for people to
11  get around, you have to be able to have your own car.
12 As the previous speakers have noted, there is a
13 big leap financial struggle that conmunities face in
14 buying an electric vehicle. So that the only way that
15 we can reach a point where electric vehicles are such a
16 big part of our transportation systemis if the people
17 get help in order to nmake that initial paynent.
18 The other thing that | wanted to say is that one
19 of the reasons why this is so inportant is because
20 again it's one easy solution that we have the
21  technology for. It's already out there. It's
22 sonmething. It's sort of just lowhanging fruit at this
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1 point because carbon em ssions fromvehicles, we accept
2 such a large portion of our air pollution, it's one of
3 the nost inportant things that we can tackle at the
4  present nonent.
3) So, please, | urge you to be as effective and as
6 aggressive in terns of funding for nmaking it so that
7 people are even able to nake that purchase because the
8 way that it is right now, people are struggling even to
9 buy cars at the |ower end. They're becom ng nore
10 expensive every day.
11 "' m sure you have heard about the chip shortage
12 that has caused vehicle shortages all over the country.
13 So vehicles are already becom ng nore and nore
14  expensive and electric vehicles are even nore expensive
15 than that.
16 So in order for it to be areality for people who
17 are not earning any additional noney now that prices
18 are going up, it would be really great to see a program
19 that nakes this a possibility for the communities that
20 are inpacted the nost, the ones that are already at the
21 fenceline with these refineries and these other sources
22 of carbon em ssions.
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1 Thank you for your tine.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 The next speaker on our list is R chard Eckman.
4 Richard, we do not currently see you |listed anong the
5 list of attendees. However, if you have joined using a
6 different nane, we would invite you to raise your hand
7 at this tine.
8 (No response.)
9 M5. THOWPSON: Al l right.
10 Speaker Bl ock 5
11 M5. THOWSON. We will nove on to the next
12 speaker.
13 The next speaker will be Elizabeth Brandt.
14 Eli zabeth, you may now unnute and pl ease state your
15 nane and affiliation for the record.
16 M5. BRANDT: Hello. M nane is Elizabeth Brandt.
17 I"'mwth Mons Clean Air Force. |'m Valencia and
18 Natalia's nom and |"'ma Field and Speci al Projects
19 Manager for Mons Clean Air Force.
20 When ny kids and | talk about air pollution, they
21 jdentify vehicles as the biggest culprit. They are
22 right.
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1 Pollution fromthe transportation sector is the

2 pation's | eading source of climte warm ng carbon

3 pollution. Tackling pollution fromcars and trucks is

4 one of the nost inportant ways we can fight clinmate

5 change.

6 Pl ease finalize the strongest possible national

7 greenhouse gas em ssion standards for passenger cars

8 and |light trucks through Mdel Year 2026.

9 According to the recently-rel eased | PCC Report,

10 climte change is accelerating. This historically hot
11 summer could be one of the coolest in the next decades.
12 As a parent, that's heartbreaking. On a recent

13 trip to ny hometown in Washington State, | couldn't

14 help but notice all the ways the climte has changed

15 the landscape in the | ast decade. The daciers on M.
16  Rai nier have visibly dimnished. Even froma hundred
17 mles away, the change is starkly apparent. The heat
18 wave shattered all tenperature records at hone. Farm
19 workers who endure hazardous eni ssions to harvest

20 valuable fruit crops, pick cherries with hot lanps at 1
21 in the norning to salvage the July cherry harvest.

22 Low water |evels and overly warm streans deci nate
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1 salnon runs which is bad news for anyone that |ikes
2  fish, whether you're an Orca whale or a restaurant
3  patron.
4 Last August and Septenber, the Pacific Northwest
5 was covered by an inpenetrable lid of wldfire snoke.
6 | spent days looking for a way to help ny sister Care
7 who has asthma get to a place with clean outdoor air or
8 at least indoor air conditioning.
9 The air quality map for WAshington State was
10 unrelentingly purple and red indicating extrenely
11 unhealthy levels of air pollution. The closest place
12 with good air quality was in Womng. That's nearly a
13  thousand mles from Seattle.
14 The only feasible solution for Care was staying
15 in her hone, taping shut the edges of her doors and
16 w ndows, and eating only cold food as cooking can
17 worsen indoor air quality in these conditions.
18 It's hot in her apartnent and she had no way to
19 cool her honme without letting in the filthy air. This
20 is noving towards a new normal but it's not nornal.
21 |It's unacceptable for disproportionately=i npacted
22 communities, for farmworkers, for fishernen, and for
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1 our kids who should be able to play outside w thout

2 having snoke sting their eyes.

3 In order to prevent our worse case climte

4 scenario, we nust take strong action now to reduce

S pollution fromcars. Cdinmate change is disrupting our
6 livse. So we need to disrupt our approach to reducing
7 climate pollution. Bold action is needed.

8 The EPA nust set the strongest possible federal

9 clean car standards through 2026, avoi di ng | oophol es

10 and putting autonmakers on track to neet anbitious

11 pol lution reduction goals.

12 This proposal is a step toward a safer climte for
13 all of us. The EPA nust set nore anbitious clean car
14  standards for Mdel Year 2027 and beyond.

15 Anmerica's children are counting on us to solve the

16 climate crisis.

17 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
18 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 The next speaker will be Melinda Flem ng. You may

20 now unnute and state your nanme and affiliation for the
21  record.

22 M5. FLEM NG Hello. M nane is Mlinda Fl enm ng,
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1 and | aman ordinary citizen speaking for nyself, and I
2 thank you for this opportunity to speak.
3 | am a nother and a honemaker who |ikes to read
4 and go for long wal ks and |I fully support everything
S5 the previous speaker has just said.
6 However, | also know that | am not speaking for
7 nyself when | say that | amterrified. I|I'mterrified
8 for ny child, ny famly, ny fellow citizens, and for
9 our beautiful hone planet earth.
10 | also know |' m not speaking only for nyself when
11 | say that a ot of the science and statistics that are
12 being used to sound the alarmis nostly beyond ne.
13  Yet, | believe these brave scientists because |I and
14 many |like nme and |ike the previous speaker are right
15 now experienci ng what they are tal king about.
16 It is crystal clear that absolutely no one wl|
17 escape the consequences of a warm ng and pol | uted
18 at nosphere, not even people with spaceshi ps.
19 However, | amextra terrified when | hear highly
20 experienced and qualified experts in science, policy,
21  and community activismtal k about | oophol es.
22 I"'mterrified when | hear that even the strongest
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1 formal neasures, like Alternative 2, are not really
2 good enough. The reason this terrifies ne the nost is
3 sinple. Even if you build a bridge al nost all the way,
4  you mght as well not have bothered because it sinply
S won't do the job it was intended to do.
6 W need to stop the atnosphere from heating up
7 further. The EPA's rule for clean vehicle standards
8 need to go all the way for us to cross the chasm of
9 gl obal warm ng.
10 Qur margin for error has becone so slimthat we
11 cannot afford half nmeasures of any kind. This is why I
12 urge the EPA to propose and inplenent the strongest
13 rules possible to create the cl eanest vehicles
14 possi bl e.
15 We have an extrenely narrow wi ndow of opportunity
16 left to us, to all of us. Let's not waste it.
17 Thank you.
18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 | would like to circle back to an earlier speaker,
20 Natalia Villalpando Paer. W invite you to unnute at
21 this tinme and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
22 for the record.
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1 M5. VI LLAPANDO. Thank you very nuch.

2 My nane is Natalia Villalpando. |'m a vol unteer

3 of Mons Clean Air Force.

4 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

S I ITive in Washington, D.C since January 2020.

6 |1'ma nother of a wonderful 15-nonth-old boy and have

7 worked in public policy for the past nine years.

8 | believe that the best way to create a safer and

9 nore inclusive world for ourselves and our children is
10 through standards that allow us to live in the world as
11 we imagine it, in a community as we envision it.

12 Regul ati ons shoul d pronote how we want to |ive and
13 what allows us to live better. Cean air standards

14  nust ensure we live in the best and heal t hi est way

15  possi bl e.

16 That is why | support this Adm nistration's

17  proposal to strengthen federal clean greenhouse gas

18 em ssions standards for passenger cars and |ight trucks
19 for Model Years 2023 and 2026.

20 My famly and | are lucky to |ive near Rock Creek
21  Park, a 1,754-acre city park here in Washington, D.C. ,
22 and we try to go out every day for a wal k every day
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1 wth our son. However, |ast year, this summer, the
2 tenperature has been so high that we have been forced
3 to stay in for many days when the tenperature rises.
4 The average high in July was 92.
3) If this trend continues when ny son turns seven he
6 probably that he will need to be stuck at hone for 20
7 days or nore because of high tenperatures is very high.
8 This is just one personal and surely a very
9 privileged exanple of the danger of pollution and
10 climte change. People living in nore vul nerable
11  communities face greater risks.
12 The EPA has a responsibility to nmake sure we all
13 live in healthy communities. The EPA nust set the
14  strongest possible federal clean car standards through
15 2026, avoi ding | oophol es and putting aut onakers on
16 track to neet anbitious pollution reduction goals.
17 Maki ng sure reqgqulations for our cars are the best
18 for all of us is recognized and nmanufacturers have a
19 responsibility for the effects of the engi nes they
20  produce and the air we all breathe.
21 Utimately, if we don't protect the air we
22 preathe, how can we be truthful about protecting any
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1 other thing? Present parents may agree with ne when we
2 first hear our babies take their first breath and cry
3 wth all their voices. It's magic.
4 It istime to think of a future when children wll
S give that first breath into worst quality air because
6 we were not bold enough. W need to recogni ze that not
7 nmoving forward to fight clinmate change is already
8 creating inequalities, health problens, and a strain on
9 the health systemfor all of us.
10 W need to do everything we can to ensure our
11 children can continue to play outside all summer and we
12 cannot address the climate crisis w thout noving
13 decisively to zero pollution vehicles. That is why |
14 urge the EPA to set the strongest possible pollution
15 standards for cars.
16 Thank you for your tine.
17 MR. OLECH W Thank you for your son's comments,
18 also. W're going to record those as being in strong
19 support of our proposal. | think that's what we al
20 heard at the EPA. Thank you.
21 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
22 The next speakers on our list that | unfortunately
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1 amnot seeing on the attendee |ist are Dorothy Brandt
2 and Peter Brandt. |If either of you are here but are
3 maybe listed under a different nane, we would invite
4 you to raise your hand at this tinme and we wll pronote
S5 you to panelist, and | can see that -- it |ooks |ike
6 Dorothy Brandt has raised their hand. So | wll
7 pronote you now and when you are ready, you may unmnute
8 and state your nanme and affiliation for the record.
9 M5. BRANDT: Hi. [|'m Dorothy Brandt.
10 Thank you so much for listening to ny testinony
11 t oday.
12 I"'ma retired Catholic School Principal and a
13 Volunteer with Mons Clean Air Force. | live in
14  \Washi ngton, D.C.
15 | call on the EPA to strengthen clean car
16 standards. One of ny daughters has asthma and | i nsi st
17 that our governnent protect her and the health of al
18 Americans. No one should struggle to breathe due to
19 preventabl e car pollution.
20 My whole |life experiences have shown ne the need
21 for environnmental regulation to protect our health. |
22 grew up in Los Angeles and lived with the worse air
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1 quality. As a small child, we lived in East L.A in
2 Conpton in the polluted corner of the city. M nose
3 ran constantly as a reaction to the snbog in our
4 nei ghbor hood.
3) A survey of L.A residents in 1956 found that half
6 of county residents wanted to | eave L. A Dbecause of
7 snpbg and people overwhelmngly felt that the snbg was
8 bad for their health.
9 In the md '50s ny famly noved further out to a
10 beach area where we could all breathe a little better.
11  As a small kid, we had no car but were able to travel
12 across L.A on the Red Line, an early rail transit
13 system Even with fewer cars in L. A, we still had
14 terrible snog fromindustries and trucks.
15 As a college student in the 1960s, | had to drive
16 into dowmntown L. A to use the Miunicipal Library. Snog
17 was so thick that it nmade driving unsafe. At this
18 point L.A and the State of California were naking
19 efforts to curb snog pollution but it was not enough to
20 protect our health.
21 As a teacher in the |ate 1960s | had students
22 whose fanmlies had to relocate to the ocean area to
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1 help their child breathe. | began to have nore

2 asthmatic students to watch out for in the classroom
3 In 1969, ny husband and | noved to Seattl e,

4  Washi ngton, where for the first tinme inny |life at age
S 24 | could breathe easily.

6 | tell you ny story so you'll understand the

7 personal experiences of people living wwth poor quality
8 air. Do not forget this past. W all know pollution
9 fromcars causes breathing problens. California's air
10 is so nuch better today than it was in the past because
11 the governnment recogni zed the auto em ssions problem
12 and worked to inprove clean air.

13 California is still leading the way to |imt

14  dangerous auto em ssions. Federal |eadership is

15 needed. Please help us by m nim zi ng danger ous

16 greenhouse gas em ssions for passenger cars and |ight
17 trucks for the Mddel Years 2023 through 2026.

18 This is a necessary short-termfirst step in

19 addressing clinmate pollution fromthe transportation
20 sector. If we do, our future could be nuch brighter
21 wth cleaner air to breathe and to ny know edge snog

22 pollution is getting worse in Anerica.
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1 This is because of climate change and auto
2 emssions. W are already experiencing rising
3 tenperatures and nore intense heat waves because of
4 climate change. H gh heat creates the perfect
5 conditions for ozone to form
6 As climate change continues to erode the progress
7 we've nmade on cleaning up air pollution, we need strong
8 standards to follow the science and protect our health.
9 Pl ease hear ny urgent plea to create the strongest
10 possible federal clean air standards to protect us as
11 Americans who are hit hard by climte change and
12 breathing polluted air.
13 As a nom grandnot her, teacher, and principal, |
14 highly recommend that the EPA work to strengthen these
15 standards to ensure that our nost precious national
16 treasure, our children, are given the best air we can
17 give them This is our responsibility. Qur country's
18 future depends on it and as a Ronman Catholic my sense
19 of norality dictates it. | urge the EPA | eadership to
20 fight to protect life and health for each Anerican
21 child.
22 Thank you so much for listening to ny testinony
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1 today. It neans a great deal to ne.
2 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
3 The next speaker will be Val encia Bednar. You may
4  now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
5 for the record.
6 M5. BEDNAR H . M nane is Val enzia Bednar, and
7 | ameight years old. I'mfrom Seattle, Washington. |
8 noved across the United States to Maryl and.
9 | amwanting today to have a healthy climte and
10 not have pollution fromcars. | amworried about
11  skiing because | really like to ski. Because we have a
12 |ot of climate change, | may never be able to ski.
13 Al'so, climte change is a problemwth Maryland in
14  the sunmer. It can be really hot. W can't play as
15 well when it's too hot. W have really strong rain
16 stornms and clinmate change nakes rain storns worse. It
17 rained hard seven days in a row recently. Wen it
18 rains like that, the pool closes and we can't play
19  outsi de.
20 We live close to busy roads and car pollution
21 isn't good for us. W are trying to do our part. W
22 want to ride our bikes but cars nmake it harder. Cars
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021
Page 201

1 <create a lot of pollution and are a big part of the
2 climate change probl em

3 We need EPA to help cars pollute less. | need
4 cars to becone cheaper so ny famly can get one.

5 Pl ease tell President Biden hi for ne.

6 Thank you.
7 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
8 The next speaker will be Peter Brandt. Peter, you

9 may now unnute and pl ease state your nanme and

10 affiliation for the record.

11 MR. BRANDT: H there. M nane is Peter Brandt.
12 Thanks for the opportunity to speak today. ['ma
13 Vol unteer with Mons Clean Air Force. | amfrom Tacons,

14  Washington, currently a bit of a COVID nomad living in
15 British Colunbia, Canada.

16 I"'ma lawer. |[|'ve taught |aw school classes on

17 animal law and |I've witten on the history of aninal

18 | aw and environnental lawin the United States, and

19 there are a lot of reasons | support EPA s proposal

20 here. I'lIl try not to duplicate what other people have
21 said, but obviously I have to start with the fires.

22 | grew up here in the Northwest. |'ve seen dozens
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1 of summers in the Northwest and |'ve seen them get
2 hotter. 1've had to get used to seeing people wal k the
3 streets of Portland Seattle in gas nmask-like filters
4  pecause of wldfires.
S As of earlier this week in British Colunbia, there
6 are 246 active wldfires and 23 of these are wldfires
7 of note and this is an inprovenent over the |ast week.
8 So obviously gl obal warm ng doesn't care about
9 national borders. | think we're all aware that the
10 sane fires that are burning up here and destroyi ng our
11  quality have al so been devastating Washi ngt on, O egon,
12 and, you know, destroying forests, destroying critical
13 habitat for endangered species, and for all wldlife,
14 and nmeking life m serable for people.
15 So as a |lawer and a teacher, |'ve studied how
16 powerful industries tend to react whenever enhanced
17 public health and safety regul ati ons are proposed.
18 There's a lot to learn fromthat history.
19 The main lesson | take away fromit is no matter
20 what the new protection m ght be, the sky is always
21 falling according to the reqgul ated industry.
22 Many of the protective |aws we take for granted
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1 now were foretold by the neat industry as the death
2 knell for their entire enterprise.
3 The first U S animal welfare law had to do with
4 animals on trains and it just required after a little
5 over 24 hours you have to let those aninmals out so they
6 can drink and rest and have sone food. This is the
7  late 19th Century/early 20th Century.
8 What did the railroad barons say? This was goi ng
9 to crush them They just could not survive this. |
10 think we are all pretty aware no one had nore power and
11 resources in that tinme franme than the railroads.
12 VWhat happened? They conplied and the sky didn't
13 fall and the Iaw was notivated to protect ani mals but
14  Congress nmde clear it understood the threat to hunman
15 health, like it is dangerous to eat the neat of an
16 animal that's extrenely sick fromtransport.
17 The Humane Met hods of Sl aughter Act, the | aw that
18 says you can't kill a cow by hitting it in the head
19 with a sledgehamrer. 1In 1950s, when the |aw was first
20 enacted, it only applied to sales to the U. S.
21 CGovernnent.
22 What did the industry say? Sky was falling. Even
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1 the Secretary of USDA told Congress not to enact it.
2  (Qbviously the sky didn't fall. Things got better.
3 Things got safer.
4 So it's just easy for trade groups to paint every
S5 newincrenental protection as the death knell for their
6 industry but it's alnbst universally overblown. | grew
7 up with no airbags in cars. It was only required in
8 the late 1990s and that was after decades of auto
9 industry opposition and delay and that's fine. There
10 are people that get paid a |lot of noney in Washi ngton,
11 D.C., to delay any new regul ati on.
12 But it's up to regulators to be very skepti cal
13 when an industry is doing the Chicken Little routine
14 about comon sense protections for public health and
15 safety and |ike the 28-hour law that protected farm
16 animals in transportation, there are side benefits, and
17 | think EPA recognizes this itself.
18 It's going to save Anmerican drivers between 120 to
19 250 billion in fuel costs to go through with the
20 proposed enhanced em ssions standards for passenger
21 cars and |ight trucks.
22 So I'mvery heartened that the agency is
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1 considering this and | would urge you to not water
2 things down in response to industry opposition.
3 Thanks very nuch.
4 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
3) As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
6 receive a notification on your screen that you are
7  being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
8 your speaking tine. You nust accept that invitation to
9 be able to unnute when you are called to testify. This
10 will also allow you to turn on your canera which we
11  encourage you to do.
12 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
13 their phones when called to testify.
14 I f you have joined using a nane other than what is
15 |isted on the speaker |ist or have dialed in, we ask
16 that you please raise your hand when called on so we
17 can pronote you to the role of panelist. [|f you have
18 dialed in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9.
19 If you are having technical difficulties, please
20 send an e-mail to public_hearing@btassoc.com or cal
21 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but
22 you would like to, please send an e-mail with your nane
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1 and phone nunber to public_heari ng@btassoc.con or call
2 919-294-7712.

3 The next speaker will be N ck Tronmbetta. As a

4 remnder, you will need to accept the invitation to

S becone a panelist and when you are ready you may unnute
6 and state your nane and affiliation for the record.

7 MR. TRUMBETTA: Hello. Can you hear ne?

8 M5. THOWPSON: We can.

9 MR. TROVBETTA: Hello. | am N ck Tronbetta with

10 the League of Conservation Voters.

11 | just wanted to thank you for having ne speak and

12 |'|1 get going.

13 So as | said before, I"'ma Field Organizer. |

14 wanted to voice ny support for reinstating and

15 strengthening the clean car standards that were rolled

16 back by the Trunp Adm ni strati on.

17 Presi dent Bi den has taken a strong stance on

18 climte with prom ses of 100 percent carbon-free

19 electricity industry by 2035, a nmjor prom se.

20 In light of the recent report fromIPCC, it is

21 clear nore than ever that climte change poses a

22 significant threat to human exi stence on earth and nust
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1 be addressed in the strongest way possi bl e.
2 This neans that the EPA nust take a strong stance
3 on climte change, and clean cars standards is a great
4 way to start. This wll send a nessage to the rest of
S5 the world that Anerica is ready to be a clinmate | eader.
6 Furthernore, clean cars standards are a win for
7 everyone, consuners, car manufacturers, and the
8 environnent. It will allow custoners to nore easily
9 afford fuel efficient vehicles which are frequently
10 nore expensive than gas-guzzling alternatives.
11 This will also spur greater innovation and gui de
12 car manufacturers in the correct direction, making it
13 nost profitable to invest in electric and hybrid
14  vehicles instead of archaic cars and SUVs with poor gas
15 m | eage.
16 Essentially, we will be saving the car
17 manufacturers fromthensel ves and pronoting their best
18 interests down the |ine.
19 Cl eaner car standards are a true win for all
20 parties. It will be a positive for long-termprofits
21  of car manufacturers, a strong step towards addressing
22 climate change, inportantly protect vul nerable
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 208
1 comunities. This will be inportant in terns of
2 environnental justice of |owinconme and mnority
3 communities who suffer the nost from excess air
4 pollution who are generally positioned closest to
5 highways |l eading to increased rates of asthnma and
6 respiratory disease.
7 This is an inportant issue in North Carolina,
8 particularly where |I live in Chapel HIl. The
9 University of North Carolina where | went to school
10 operates a coal -powered plant right by Northside, a
11  predominantly African American comrunity.
12 The ot her day, an activist was telling ne about a
13 factory that operated near the HBCU she went to for
14 col l ege and how the foul snell reached her every tine
15 the wind blew in her direction.
16 Environnmental racismis persistent in North
17  Carolina and clean cars standards can at the very | east
18 serve as a step towards righting these historic wongs.
19 I n conclusion, strengthening clean car standards
20 are a win for all parties involved, not just the
21  environnment and not just for consuners. It's clearly
22 in the best long-terminterests of car manufacturers,
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1 the planet, and vul nerable comunities. It is past
2 tinme that the United States takes a strong stance on
3 climate change.
4 We nust take the recent | PCC Report seriously and
S5 enact the strongest possible regulation on car
6 em ssions.
7 Thank you very nuch for your tine.
8 M5. THOWMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
9 The next speaker will be Vinh Dang. You nmay now
10  unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for
11  the record.
12 MR DANG H. 1[|'dIlike to thank the EPA and al
13  hear for the opportunity to testify.
14 | want to thank the speakers before ne as well as
15 the organi zers for their amazing work to protect our
16  pl anet.
17 My nane is Vinh Dang, and |'mhere as a private
18 citizen who serves on the Board of Directors of Bridge
19 Beyond, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that is
20 dedicated to bridging resources to and supporting those
21  experienci ng honel essness.
22 On a daily basis, we support honel ess people and
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1 neet with themto |earn about their struggles and how

2 we can support themw th our resources. The stories

3 that |I've heard fromthose experienci ng honel essness

4 are shocking which is why |'mhere today to reshare

S their stories since they cannot be here to do so.

6 Honel ess individuals are on the front |ines of

7 ongoing climate crisis and are repeatedly exposed to

8 toxic air pollution. The honel ess community nenbers

9 that we work with in Phil adel phia have been di agnosed
10 with pollution-induced asthma from panhandl i ng al ong

11 busy roads and intersections where toxic pollution is
12 spewing into their comrunities.

13 Wi | e they panhandl e for hours outside, they're

14 slowWy being killed fromthe vehicle pollutants from
15 vehicles owned by the very individuals they're trying
16 to earn a dollar or two fromto feed thensel ves.

17 Tenperatures in Pennsylvania have increased 1.8

18 degrees Fahrenheit in the last century and it's

19 projected to warm another 5.9 degrees by m d-century.
20 This rise in tenperature and the grow ng persistence of
21  heat waves have al so threatened the |ives of our

22 honel ess individual s in Phil adel phi a.
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1 The honel ess individuals that 1've met wth and
2 supported on the ground have nentioned how they're
3 suffering not just from pollution-induced respiratory
4 di seases but how rising tenperatures have caused them
5 heat exhaustion, heat strokes, and imrense fatigue to
6 the point of delirium
7 We need to take strong action to help everyone in
8 this country, including the honeless, and | urge this
9 Admnistration and the EPA to set the strongest
10 standards possible, one that is stronger than the
11 original Cbama clean car standards.
12 On behal f of Bridge Beyond, | thank you for the
13 opportunity to testify.
14 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
15 The next speaker will be Terry McQuire. As a
16 rem nder, you wll need to accept the invitation to
17  becone a panelist for us to be able to hear you today.
18 \When you are ready, please unnute and state your nane
19 and affiliation for the record.
20 MR MQURE Hello. M nane is Terry McQuire. |
21 work for Earth Justice as a Cean Air Advocate, but |I'm
22 speaking today in ny personal capacity as a resident of
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1 dd Southwest, a neighborhood in Roanoke, Virginia.
2 A d Sout hwest, |ike many nei ghborhoods in Roanoke
3 and other cities and communities across the country, is
4 directly adjacent to a major roadway, in our case
S Interstate 581 which overlaps with Route 220. This
6 highway has been marked as a future corridor for
7 Interstate 73, a planned highway that would run through
8 Virginia, North Carolina, and West Virginia, and a
9 project that nyself and many ot her nei ghbors are
10 vehenently opposed to.
11 My nei ghbors and | are opposed to construction of
12 |Interstate 73 for the sane reason that | urge you to
13 nove as quickly as possible to finalize the strongest
14 possi bl e cl eaner car standards.
15 Qur communities can't take any nore air pollution
16 and we need EPA to act. Ceaner car standards that
17 nove us closer to zero em ssions vehicles will have the
18 added benefit of reduci ng other dangerous air
19  pol lutants.
20 My house is less than two blocks fromlInterstate
21 581. Studies make very clear that comrunities near
22 maj or roadways are exposed to higher |evels of
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1 dangerous air pollution. W knowthat this is true in
2 ny house because every six nonths or so we have to wash
3 the front of the house off that's not covered by the
4 porch roof. A layer of black soot builds up on the
5 exterior of our home wherever the rain cannot reach it
6 to be washed away.
7 In nore noderate nonths when we | eave our w ndows
8 open to get fresh air and avoid having to run the air
9 conditioning, a |ayer of soot also devel ops on the
10 window sills. So | know that we're breathing that in.
11 As a clean air advocate, | know how danger ous soot
12 pollution is, especially for sensitive popul ati ons,
13 like children and seniors. Directly across the street
14  fromny house is a small park, Argonne Crcle, where
15 groups of children play whenever the weather permts.
16 | think about the pollution they are breathing and
17 wonder if this will result in avoidable sickness or
18 heal th har ns.
19 Al so across fromthe park is a senior
20 rehabilitation and hospice center. | also think about
21 those elderly residents and | wonder if our proximty
22 to Intestate 581 shortens what little tinme they nmay
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1 have left with their | oved ones.
2 | appreciate the work that you're doing and |I'm
3 here today in ny personal capacity as a resident of
4 this highway-adjacent nei ghborhood to ask that EPA as
S5 quickly as possible nove forward with cl eaner car
6 standards that bring us closer to zero em ssion
7 vehicles that have zero greenhouse gas em ssions as
8 well as other dangerous air pollutants that we know
9 harm our conmunities.
10 Thank you.
11 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
12 The next speaker will be Colunba Sainz. You may
13 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
14  for the record.
15 M5. SAINZ: Hi, hello. M nane is Col unba Sainz.
16 I'mthe State Organizer with Mons C ean Air Force.
17 Can you hear ne?
18 M5. THOWPSON: We can.
19 M5. SAINZ: Here in Arizona, we have nore than
20 90, 000 nmenbers who are speaking up for our right to
21  have clean air and a healthy climate. W are educating
22 ourselves about how air quality inpacts our health of
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1 our famlies and we are fighting pollution and air
2 quality together.
3 "' m here because after noving to a highly-polluted
4 area, ny daughter starting wheezing at night after
S5 noving to a house where we hoped to put down roots and
6 stay in a new hone in South Phoeni x.
7 My daughter never presented with respiratory
8 problens until we noved to this nei ghborhood. When we
9 took her to the doctor, the pediatrician prescribed her
10 asthma nedicine and an inhaler and | couldn't stop to
11 ask why. Two nonths spent in the park obviously nade
12 an inpact on nmy daughter's little lungs just for
13 spending just a couple hours at the park and | cone
14 froma very athletic famly.
15 | grew up with the nentality that exercising was
16 good for our body and our m nd, especially when you
17 have the opportunity to do it outdoors and connect with
18 nature, and that is what | wanted for ny famly.
19 And this is why | support this Admnistration's
20 proposal. It is a step inthe right direction to
21 address the clinmate energency. Pollution fromcars not
22 only causes climate change, it harns ny famly's health
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1 and ny comunity's. It threatens our health w thout
2 nmentioning famlies with no insurance, undocunented
3 immgrants with no health access, |owwealth, and Bl POC
4  communities experience disproportionate harmfromdirty
5 vehicle pollution, living through racial disparities in
6 rates of asthma and other respiratory illnesses.
7 Presi dent Biden has prom sed to address clinmate
8 change and fight for environnental justice and EPA
9 should finalize the strongest possible option and put
10 Anerica's famlies and health first.
11 Thank you very nuch for the opportunity to speak.
12 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
13 The next speaker is Eduardo Sainz. W do not
14  currently have you |listed anong the |ist of attendees.
15 However, if you have joined using a different nanme, we
16 would ask that you raise your hand at this tine. |If
17 you called in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star
18 9 on your phone.
19 (No response.)
20 M5. THOWPSON: Ckay. We will nove to the next
21 speaker. The next speaker will be Alice Henderson.
22 Alice, you may unnmute and pl ease state your nane and
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1 affiliation for the record.

2 M5. HENDERSON: Hi. M nane is Alice Henderson.

3 |I'mspeaking for the Environnental Defense Fund.

4 Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.

3) EDF supports EPA's proposal to strengthen the

6 clean car standards that were weakened by the previous

7 Adm ni stration.

8 I"d like to focus ny comments today on the urgency

9 in finalizing this rulemaking and in swiftly setting

10 standards beyond Mddel Year 2026 that will enable us to
11  achieve our longer-termclimte goals and elimnate the
12 harnful air pollution fromvehicles that

13 disproportionately inpacts |owincone communities and
14  communities of color.

15 We encourage EPA to finalize this rule pronptly to
16 ensure that these nore protective standards wll apply
17 to Mbdel Year 2023 vehicles, securing vital near-term
18 em ssions reductions. EPA has reasonably determ ned

19 that these Model Year 2023 reductions are feasible.

20 In this nonth's proposal, EPA has indicated that a
21 future longer-term programfor Mdel Year 2027 and

22 |ater will build upon these near-term standards and EPA
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1 has recognized that the shift to zero em ssion

2 technologies that we're already seeing today presents

3 an opportunity for dramatic reductions both in

4 greenhouse and criteria pollutant em ssions over the

5 longer-term

6 EDF shares this vision and we urge EPA to adopt

7  protective nmulti-pollutant em ssion standards to seize

8 this nmonent and put the country back on track to reach

9 50 percent sales of new zero-enmtting passenger cars

10 and light trucks by 2030 consistent with President

11 Biden's Executive Order earlier this nonth and to put
12 the country firmy on the path to elimnating tail pipe
13 pollution from new passenger vehicles by 2035.

14 Standards at this level are consistent with major
15 automeker commtnents to a zero em ssion future and to
16 the over $100 billion that conpanies |like Ford, GM and
17 Stanlitis are investing to nmake that future a reality.
18 We need Anerican | eadership of the scope and

19 anbition that wll| ensure our donestic auto industry

20 and American autoworkers can be at the forefront of the
21 transition to zero-emtting vehicles and won't be |eft
22 pehi nd.
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1 Standards that elimnate tail pi pe pollution from
2 new passenger cars and trucks by 2035 coul d reduce nore
3 than 11 billion tons of climate pollution by 2050,

4 prevent nearly 100,000 prenature deaths, and save

5 consuners over $5,000 over the life of a vehicle, all

6 while growi ng donestic well-paying jobs.

7 The powerful personal stories that stakehol ders

8 have shared over the |l ast two days have really thrown
9 into stark relief the climate and public health stakes.
10 We urge EPA to act swiftly in the race to prevent the
11  worst tines of climte change and to bring sone relief
12 to the frontline comunities overburdened by vehicle

13 pollution.

14 Thank you.
15 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
16 The next speaker is Madeline Aiver. Madeline, we

17 do not currently have you listed in the attendee |ist.
18 However, if you have joined using a different name, we
19 would ask that you raise your hand at this tine.

20 (No response.)

21 M5. THOWPSON: The next speaker is Justin Mdg. W

22 do not have you listed anong the |ist of attendees at
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1 this tinme. However, if you have joined using a

2 different nanme, we woul d encourage you to raise your

3 hand at this tine.

4 (No response.)

3) M5. THOWMPSON:. Ckay. W will nove on to the next
6 speaker.

7 The next speaker will be Marc Drehsen. Marc, you
8 should have the ability to unmute on your hone and when
9 you are ready, please state your nane and affiliation
10 for the record.

11 (No response.)

12 M5. THOWPSON: As a rem nder, you will need to

13  unnute on your phone in order for us to hear you.

14 (No response.)
15 M5. THOMPSON: It seens that there nay be sone
16 technical difficulties. | would encourage you to reach

17 out to public_hearing@btassoc.comor call 919-294-

18 7712.
19 W will nove on to the next speaker. However, |
20 will circle back to see if we can get you unnmuted so

21 you can give your testinony.

22 The next speaker will be M chael Petelle.
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1 Mchael, when you are ready, you are welcone to unnute
2 and please state your nane and affiliation for the
3 record.
4 MR. PETELLE: | am M chael Petelle, a retired
S teacher from Marietta, CGeorgia, and Menber of the Union
6 of Concerned Scientists.
7 Thank you for giving us the opportunity to speak.
8 Il live in a state that has not chosen to enact
9 tougher standards than the federal standards and is
10 unlikely to do so in the near future. Therefore, it is
11  inportant to nme that the federal standards are as
12 stringent as possible.
13 l"mglad to see that you have chosen to undo the
14 Trunp Administration's roll back of the clean car
15 standards for vehicles nmade from 2021 to 2026.
16 However, given the scale of the climate crisis,
17 the new standards should be nmuch stronger. They shoul d
18 be at least as strong as the standards that were
19 finalized under President Cbana.
20 Unfortunately, the proposed standards are full of
21 | oopholes that will allow autonmakers to not nmake the
22 nost efficient cars they can and will also slowthe
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1 transition to electric vehicles.

2 | strongly urge you to adopt the nobst stringent

3 alternative put forward in the rule and reduce the

4 flexibilities that are given to the autonakers to

S5 ensure that they nake and market nore electric vehicles
6 and gasoline-powered vehicles that are nmuch nore

7 efficient.

8 | have been driving efficient hybrids for 20 years
9 now and | know firsthand that the auto industry can

10 make clean, efficient cars. They have had nmany years
11  of experience to nake them even better.

12 | bought a new 2001 Prius and owned it until 2016
13 when | gave it to a niece, replacing it wth a Chevy
14  Volt. M wfe bought a new Prius in 2005. All three
15 cars have been very efficient, clean, quiet, reliable,
16 and amazi ngly peppy.

17 Unfortunately, because ny wife owns and trailers
18 horses, we also own a pickup truck that gets horrible
19 gas mleage and is loud and snelly. So while

20 automakers can nake clean efficient vehicles, they

21 often do not do so.

22 The aut onmakers need the incentives to conti nue
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1 making and inproving upon hybrids, plug-in hybrids, and
2 all-electric vehicles. They need to be steered in the
3 direction of replacing their highly-inefficient
4  vehicles with cleaner, nore efficient vehicles.
3) Strong em ssions standards provide an incentive
6 for themto do a better job.
7 Finally, note that these neetings are being held
8 wvirtually because we are in the mdst of a pandenic.
9 One thing we have learned is that air pollution is
10  known to exacerbate the effects of COVID. Cearly now
11 is the tinme to make our air quality better through
12 stronger em ssions standards for vehicles.
13 Pl ease choose to enact the nobst stringent
14 st andards possi bl e.
15 Thank you.
16 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comrent.
17 The next speaker will be Robin Hankins. You may
18 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
19 for the record.
20 M5. HANKINS: Hello. Thank you.
21 My nane is Robin Hankins. [|'m an engi neering
22 geol ogi st and a nenber of the Union of Concerned
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1 Scientists and I'mcurrently enployed by the California
2 State Water Resources Control Board, but |'m here today
3 as a private citizen expressing ny personal concerns.
4 Let ne start by saying that |I'mvery, very
5 heartened to see that this Admnistration is
6 considering to revise the previous roll back of the
7 vehicle standards for cars and light trucks nmade in
8 2023 onward. Gven the alarm ng scale of the climate
9 crisis, the previous standards just aren't enough.
10 We're currently experiencing a record nunber of
11  climte-induced natural disasters across the U S.
12 Wl dfires, hurricanes, flooding, drought, snowstorns in
13 many places that had never experienced them before.
14 The costs of such disasters are astronomcal. To
15 paraphrase a recent report by NOAA, during the first
16 half of 2021 al one, there have been ei ght separate
17 Dbillion dollar climte disaster events across the U S.
18 Last year, there were 22. |If we do nothing about this
19 crisis now, it will only get worse.
20 Greenhouse gas em ssions standards are directly
21 tied to the severity of the climate crisis. Lowering
22 our emssions is vital to getting climte change under
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1 control and preventing these disasters. Therefore,
2 these standards should be at |east as stringent as
3 those that were finalized under the Qhana-era
4 Admnistration, if not nore.
3) Unfortunately, as ny coll eague pointed out, the
6 current proposal seens to be full of | oopholes that
7 will allow autonakers to avoid nmaking nore efficient
8 cars and slow the critical transition to electric
9 vehicles.
10 We don't have tinme for a slow confortable
11 transition fromgas to electric. The Intergovernnental
12 Panel on dimte Change Report shows that w thout
13 extrene cuts to global em ssions, the earth could warm
14 by as nuch as four degrees Celsius within the next two
15 decades. This is happeni ng now.
16 Wthin ny short lifetinme, | have personally
17 w tnessed the increase in tenperature, increase in
18 unpredictability and severity of weather, the
19 destruction of farm and due to drought, and nore.
20 | am here today because if nothing drastic is done
21 to halt climate change and done quickly, I'mafraid
22 that I will never be able to buy a hone that is safe
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1 fromfire or flooding. | could | ose access to clean
2 drinking water, that | won't have food security, that
3 damaged infrastructure could strand nme w t hout
4 electricity for weeks or nonths.
3) | could | ose everything. So many people have
6 already |ost everything. The climate crisis is not a
7 problemfor the future. It is a problemnow and we
8 must take action nowto stop it before its effects are
9 irreversible. W sinply do not have the |uxury of
10 tinme.
11 So | strongly, strongly urge you to adopt the nore
12 stringent alternative put forward in the revised rule,
13 inplenent the full 10 percent stringency or greater on
14 em ssions, and reduce the flexibilities given to
15 autonmekers to ensure that they produce and market the
16 nost efficient gasoline-powered vehicles possible or
17 switch to electric entirely. M future, our future is
18 at stake here.
19 Thank you for giving ne the chance to testify
20  today.
21 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
22 The next speaker is Paul Anes. Paul, we do not
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1 currently see you |listed anong the attendees. However,
2 if you have joined using a different nane, we would ask
3 that you raise your hand at this tinme and if you have
4 called in, you may rai se your hand by dialing Star 9 on
S your phone.
6 (No response.)
7 M5. THOMPSON: Ckay. W will nove on to the next
8 speaker.
9 The next speaker is Stephanie Beitzel Snow. You
10 may now unnmute and pl ease state your nane and
11  affiliation for the record.
12 M5. SNOW Hello. Can everyone hear ne?
13 M5. THOWPSON:  Yes.
14 M5. SNOW Good afternoon. M nanme is Stephanie
15 Beitzel Snow fromthe Wscauke Settlenment in Central
16 | owa.
17 I"'mof mxed tribal heritage. |'man (Indian
18 tribe). I1'man enrolled nenber of the Hotu Nation.
19 |I'"ma cultural consultant active in food sovereignty.
20 I'"m a school educator, a trained anthropol ogist, a
21  poet, a nusician, and, nost inportantly, |I'm a nother
22 of two teen-aged children.
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1 |'"'mhere to speak as a busi ness woman and al so as

N

a menber of Eco Madres. Eco Madres is a program of

3 Mns Cean Air Force focused specifically on how Latino
4 and Native communities are affected by air pollution

5 and clinmate change because our communities tend to face
6 nore environnental justice challenges than the average
7 person in the United States.

8 About a year ago -- excuse ne. | thought they

9 were going to do sone nai ntenance today.

10 So about a year ago, ny tribe's natural | andscape
11  was devastated by the Dureches stormthat occurred

12 pationwde. It flattened our ancestral cornfields and
13 we had to rush to carry out an energency harvest of

14 what we coul d.

15 We are a contenporary comrunity, but our

16 I ndigenous traditions are of fundanmental inportance to
17 us for many reasons. Having our ancestral corn

18 flattened and | osing so many trees to an uncommonly

19 strong stormwas really traunati c.

20 The climate crisis has brought the need for

21 I ndigenous resilience into sharp focus. W thout

22  immediate action to address the root causes of climate
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1 change, carbon pollution fromburning fossil fuels, our
2 communities are facing increasingly frequent and severe
3 weat her events causing the kind of destruction, death,
4 and damage that swept across our |ands |ast year.
3) My nmenories of chil dhood include seeing ny great
6 grandnot her bent over in one of her three | arge garden
7 plots coaxing vegetables and our precious corn wth
8 care fromthis land that is |owa.
9 Years ago, she would dig her lotus root in | akes
10 and ponds for food and she used as nedicine. She
11 gathered foods and nedicines to feed and cure her
12 famly and community. She passed these ways on to ne
13 and | in turn have raised ny children in the sanme way.
14 Cdimate change has been nmaking it nore and nore
15 difficult to find the plants we need for our way of
16 life. Transportation sector is the |argest source of
17 carbon pollution in the United States and cl eani ng up
18 vehicle pollution is one of the nost inportant things
19 that we can do to fight climte change.
20 Thank you for the chance to testify before this
21  panel on the Revised 2023 Later Mbdel Year Light-Duty
22 \ehicle Greenhouse Gas Em ssions Standards and | pl ead
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1 wth you to finalize the strongest possible national
2 vehicle greenhouse gas em ssion standards for passenger

3 cars and light trucks.

4 Thank you very nuch.
S M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your testinony.
6 The next speaker will be Marc Drehsen. Marc, you

7 should be able to unnute on your phone at this tine.

8 MR. DREHSEN:. Hell o.
9 M5. THOWPSON:. Hi.
10 MR DREHSEN. H . This is Marc Drehsen. Can you

11 hear ne?

12 M5. THOWPSON: We can hear you and you are wel cone
13  to begin your comment at any tine.

14 MR. DREHSEN:. Thank you.

15 ' m speaki ng as a nenber of the Union of Concerned
16  Scientists.

17 Gas m | eage of new vehicles hasn't really inproved
18 in at least 25 years. For exanple, ny new Honda CRV

19 gets virtually the same m | eage as ny 1995 Subaru

20 Legacy did when it was new. The problemis vehicles

21  keep getting bigger, especially pickup trucks, and

22 they're getting heavier with all the safety equi pnent
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1 and electronics. |In fact, you can't even find a snal
2 pickup truck these days.
3 W really need to limt the weight on vehicles if
4 we're going to nmake a difference.
3) EPA nust set the strongest possible federal clean
6 air standards to ensure we are protecting famlies from
7 vehicle pollution, we're saving drivers' noney at the
8 punp, and we're fighting climte change.
9 This neans restoring standards to at |east the
10 |l evel set during the Cbama/Bi den Adm nistration and
11 ideally even stronger than the Gobanma-era standards.
12 | don't see any reason why we can't do this.
13 Thank you very nuch.
14 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conment.
15 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
16 receive a notification on your screen that you are
17 being pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to
18 your speaking tinme. You nmust accept that invitation to
19 be able to unmute when you are called to testify. This
20 will also allow you to turn on your canera which we
21  encourage you to do.
22 Speakers connected by tel ephone should unnute
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 232
1 their phones when called to testify.
2 | f you have joined using a nanme other than what is
3 listed on the speaker list or have dialed in, we ask
4 that you please raise your hand when called on so we
S can pronote you to the role of panelist. If you have
6 dialed in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9.
7 If you are having technical difficulties, please
8 send an e-nmamil to public_heari ng@btassoc.com or call
9 919-294-7712. |If you are not registered to speak but
10 you would like to, please send an e-mail with your nane
11 and phone nunber to public_heari ng@btassoc. com or cal
12 919-294-7712.
13 At this tine, we wll be noving on to speakers
14  fromthe next block who are currently avail abl e.
15 Speaker Bl ock 5
16 M5. THOMPSON: The first speaker will be Philip
17 Cuny. Philip, I will be pronoting you to panelist now
18 and when you are ready, you may unnmute and pl ease state
19 your nanme and affiliation for the record.
20 MR. CUNY: Hello. Can you hear ne?
21 M5. THOWPSON: We can hear you.
22 MR. CUNY: kay. Can you see ne?
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1 M5. THOVWPSON: We cannot see you yet. You wll
2 need to hit the Start Video button on the lower left-
3 hand side of your screen to turn on video.
4 MR. CUNY: Ckay. GCkay. Can you see nme now?
S M. THOVPSON: We can.
6 MR, CUNY: kay. |'msorry.
7 Good afternoon. M nane is Philip Cuny. | live
8 in Dallas, Texas. I|I'mretired and | am speaking as a
9 private citizen.
10 Recently, the United Nations Clinate Report was
11  rel eased and our future does not | ook good. |'mnot so
12 worried about ny own future but I have children and
13 grandchildren and I'mscared to death for them
14 The main take-away fromthe Cinmate Report is that
15 governnents all over the world need to act now. the
16 problemwith this is that there are a | ot of things
17 that we cannot do now. W can't stop China from
18 building coal-fired power plants. W haven't perfected
19 a way to manufacture concrete and steel w thout
20 producing CO2, as well, and this accounts for over
21  eight percent of the CO2 currently produced worl dw de,
22 and with the passage of the infrastructure bill, we're
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1 going to be nmaking a whole |lot nore steel and concrete.
2 We don't have electric 18-wheelers. W don't have
3 electric tractors for farm ng and God only knows how
4 we're going to reformthe |ivestock industry.
3) One thing we can do right now, though, is raise
6 these mleage standards and em ssion standards for cars
7 and light trucks. This is probably not going to be
8 very popular in Texas where it seens everybody drives a
9 truck, but it is the right thing to do.
10 For years, SUVs have been allowed to dodge the
11  m | eage standards because they are classified as |ight
12 trucks which is really ridiculous. They are designed to
13 carry passengers. They really are passenger vehicles
14 and now many trucks have four doors and they are used
15 nore as passenger vehicles than trucks.
16 If we're not going to redesignate these vehicles
17 as passenger vehicles, we need to at |east raise the
18 standards.
19 |"mnot going to try to list all the benefits of
20 raising the standards. You' ve heard plenty about that.
21 |t affects our public health and national parks,
22 etcetera, etcetera.
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1 VWhat | want to inpress upon you is that we need to
2 act now. | read yesterday that the scientists believe
3 that the Atlantic current is on the verge of coll apse.
4 This will have catastrophic effects on the climte of
5 Engl and and Europe, not to nmention our own fishing
6 industry.
7 It's beginning to rain on the Greenland ice
8 sheets. This is sonething that was once i npossi bl e.
9 W& nust act now.
10 Once again, raising mleage standards and cl eani ng
11 up vehicle em ssions is one of the few things that we
12 can do now. | urge you to raise these standards as
13 high as feasibly possible to nmake our transportation
14 systemthe nost efficient in the world. Let's |ead by
15 exanple. W need to do this for our children and our
16  grandchil dren.
17 Thank you.
18 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
19 The next speaker will be froman earlier bl ock.
20  Jackie Grcia Mann. Jackie, you will need to accept
21 the invitation to be pronoted to panelist in order for
22 us to hear you today. You should at this tinme have the
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1 ability to unnute or it looks |like you're rejoining us
2 a panelist. Fantastic.

3 Wen you are ready, feel free to unnmute and pl ease
4 state your nane and affiliation for the record.

3) M5. GARCIA: Hi. This is Jackie Garcia. Can you
6 hear ne?

7 M5. THOMPSON: We can.

8 M5. GARCIA: Yeah. H . | amcalling on behal f of
9 350 Bay Area, and |li ke everyone el se who has spoken

10 with such great el oguence about what nust be done in

11 the climate crisis, | want to say that, you know,

12 there's nothing else | can personally doinny lifeto

13 cut out carbon. |'mdoing everything | can with

14 electric cars and sol ar panels and induction stoves,

15 but the people at the EPA naeking these decisions, they

16 have that power, and | urge you to be a climate super-

17 hero.

18 You are representing people who are so afraid for

19 their future and their children's future and all the

20 di splacenent and harmthat will be done to humanity and

21 to the ecosystens and the crisis in biodiversity.

22 So pl ease show your bravery. W need things even
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1 stricter than these proposed regulations. W need to
2 nove fast and people are ready to cooperate. People
3 are ready to help. Don't listen to the industry
4  people. You know, these are corporations who wll
5 never change and corporati ons have no conscience. They
6 are just init for the profit. So please step up and
7 be a climate super-hero.
8 | want to say that personally ny nother is a
9 Hol ocaust survivor. She cane here after the War when
10 she was 11. Her little sister starved to death in a
11  di splaced person's canp in Siberia. M nother woul d
12 not have survived if people didn't take action and join
13 the War.
14 So |'m asking you today to join the war and to
15 | ook out for future generations.
16 Thank you very nuch.
17 M5. THOMPSON:  Thank you for your conment.
18 The next speaker will be Karen Melton. As a
19 remnder, you will need to accept the invitation to
20 becone a panelist in order for us to hear you today.
21 Karen, | just gave you the ability to unnute. If you
22 would like to nmake your testinony, just a note that you
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1 wll not be able to be on canera.
2 When you are ready, feel free to unnute and state
3 your nane and affiliation for the record.
4 MR. WLLIAMS: Thank you.
3) | am Enerson Wllianms. |'mtestifying before you
6 today on behalf of ny son, his future children, and for
7 nature herself.
8 |'"'ma father, fornmer Marine, environnental policy
9 entrepreneur, and ally and proud nenber of the LGBTQ+
10 community. | acknow edge the lands | occupy belong to
11  the sovereign nations of Sioux, Ue, Cheyenne, and
12 Arapahoe | ndi genous Peopl e.
13 First, | appreciate EPA's diligence in trying to
14 get us back on track wth these standards. However,
15 the plain truth is this. The proposed rule before us
16 today is not only not new, it is wholly inadequate.
17 This refreshed rule originates from Executive
18 Order 14037 which states in part America nust |ead the
19 world on clean and efficient cars and trucks by setting
20 a goal that 50 percent of all new passenger cars and
21 |ight trucks sold in 2030 be zero em ssion vehicl es.
22 This proposed rule, even if the second alternative
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1 were inplenented, falls terribly short of this order.

2 |In fact, with the second alternative inplenented, the
3 allowed conbined cars and trucks grans CO2 per mle by
4 2026 is 161. This neans we are yet again passing the
5 buck to the next EPA, next Adm nistration, etcetera,

6 and it is a huge burden to pass on.

7 To reach the goals expressed in the Executive

8 Oder, this future they will need to inpl enent

9 standards to renpove 161 grans CO2 per mle in only four

10 years, nearly triple the reductions in this proposal.

11 Further, these standards are still decades behind
12 the rest of the devel oped worl d. In 2009, the EU
13  inplenmented standards to reduce their em ssions to 153

14 grams CO2 per mle by 2020. They have since updated

15 these goals and far surpassed our efforts.

16 China |ikew se enacted the Euro 4 standards in

17 2010 which includes very strict standards for CO2 as

18 well as other pollutants. Both regions al so have

19 strict enforcenent mechani snms which this proposed rule
20 is decidedly Iacking.

21 | understand ny statenent today nay cone across as

22 accusatory and unsynpathetic to the work done to bring

V7 Trustpoint.One  Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 240
1 us here. | assure you that is not ny intent. Rather,
2 | amvery upset by the extraordinary |ack of |eadership
3 and urgency | continue to see around environnment al
4 |ssues.
S We sinply do not have the |uxury of slowy ranping
6 up standards or relying on the supposed prom ses of the
7 capitalist market that caused this inpending gl obal
8 disaster.
9 In conclusion, | recomend EPA go back and wite a
10 newrule, a rule that sets zero em ssions standards to
11 be net no later than 2030, a rule wth strong
12 enf orcenent nechani sns.
13 Wil e you consider this, please do not consider
14 political feasibility or if it's too hard. Rather,
15 consider how hard you want future generations to
16 struggle for a breath of clean air, a drink of clean
17 water and clean soil to grow food.
18 We are able to choose now how the future wl|
19 judge us. Please, choose carefully.
20 Thank you.
21 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.
22 The next speaker will be Karen Melton. Karen, if
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1 you are able, | invite you to join as a panelist.

2 O herwi se, you should be able to unnute and whenever

3 you are ready, you may unnute and pl ease state your

4 nane and affiliation for the record.

3) M5. MELTON: Thank you for the opportunity to

6 testify.

7 My nanme is Karen Melton, and | am here today as a

8 private citizen who cares about |eaving a viable

9 <climate and clean air for future generations.

10 | do appreciate that this Adm nistration is acting
11 to re-inplenent clean car standards but ask the EPA to
12 create the strongest possible limts on vehicle

13 pollution. These limts had already gone through the
14 technical review process. They will ensure the

15 greatest reductions in oil use and gl obal warm ng

16  em ssi ons.

17 And to those manufacturers who turned their backs
18 on efficiency comnmtnents that were made i n exchange

19 for having their industry bailed out by taxpayers, |

20 will not forget who you are and I will certainly never
21 buy one of your vehicles.

22 Here in Phil adel phia, we have air quality that is
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1 graded F by the American Lung Association and is the

2 worst in our many environnental justice neighborhoods.
3 Those nei ghbor hoods have doubl e the national rate of

4 chil dhood asthma and the highest rates of trips to the
S energency room by children having acute asthma attacks.
6 Wth transportation as the | argest source of

7 carbon emssions inthe US., it's critical that we

8 both make our gasoline=powered trucks and cars nore

9 efficient and that we shift rapidly to electric

10 vehicles if we are to achieve a hundred percent zero
11  em ssion vehicle sales by 2035 and net zero greenhouse
12 gas em ssions econony by 2050.

13 The inpacts of climte change we see all around
14  the world today should tell you that we are way past
15 the point where we can be creating | oopholes and credit
16 schenes to benefit autonakers who are | ooking for ways
17 to stall on efficiency inprovenents.

18 Alternative Nunber 2 is the better proposal in

19 this regard.

20 Once again, | urge this Admnistration to set the
21 strongest standards to make cars and light-duty trucks

22 nore efficient by going back to at | east the Chama
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1 standards.
2 Thank you.
3 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comrent.
4 The next speaker will be Mary Mathews. You nmay
S5 now unnute and pl ease state your nane and affiliation
6 for the record.
7 M5. MATHEWS: Good afternoon. | am Mary WMat hews,
8 speaking on behalf of the League of Wnen Voters of
9 Lake County, Illinois.
10 | ' m addressing the Proposed Revised 2023 and Later
11 Mbdel Year Light-Duty Vehicle G eenhouse Gas Eni ssions
12 St andards.
13 The stated purpose is to nake the greenhouse gas
14 em ssion standards nore stringent, thereby
15 significantly reducing em ssions.
16 The proposed rule also will provide incentives for
17 manufacturing nore hybrid and el ectric vehicles. These
18 changes should result in substantial public health
19 benefits.
20 The League of Wbnen Voters supports the maxi num
21 protection of public health and the environnment. To
22  that end, the League has supported federal air
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1 pollution controls for fuels and vehicles since 1971.
2 We called for full inplenentation of the Clean Ar
3 Act of 1970 and for strengtheni ng anendnents. The
4  League consistently has opposed extensions of deadlines
S for neeting anbient air quality standards and auto
6 em ssion standards.
7 The League bel i eves greenhouse gas em ssions cause
8 not only air pollution but also contribute to the
9 <climate crisis. Cdimte change is a serious threat as
10 proven in the Intergovernnental Panel on Cinmate Change
11  Report.
12 The League of Wnen Voters realizes that pollution
13 control is not enough. Pollution prevention is
14  required. Accordingly, the League has called for
15 | egislation to cut greenhouse gases, increase energy
16 efficiency, and shift to renewabl e energy.
17 The League opposed efforts by the Trunp
18 Administration to roll back the clean car standards and
19 to withdraw fromthe 2015 Paris Cinmate Agreenent.
20 As transportation is the |argest source of carbon
21 em ssions, restricting the em ssion of heat-trapping
22 gases will help mtigate climte change and conbat
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1 deadly air pollution.
2 Air pollution caused by em ssions has been proven
3 toincrease the risk of heart disease, |ung cancer, and
4 asthma. The requirenent for transition to zero
S5 emssion cars within a short tinme frame will greatly
6 inprove public health.
7 So far this sumrer, Lake County has suffered nine
8 orange unhealthy for sensitive groups air quality days
9 due to ozone. The asthma rate in Waukegan, the | argest
10 city in Lake County, is nuch higher than average.
11 Waukegan is an environnmental justice community which
12 experiences disproportionate harmfromclimate change.
13 The previous Adm nistration's roll back of clean
14 car rules curtailed progress in inproving air quality
15 and noderating clinmate change. To nmake up for | ost
16 tinme for Waukegan and for all of our communities, the
17 League of Wonen Voters of Lake County calls for
18 standards that are at a m ninmumas strong as those
19 finalized in 2012 and w thout any | oophol es and gi ve-
20 aways to automakers. Stricter fuel efficiency
21 standards coupled with greenhouse gas reductions
22 standards, and enforceable requirenents are needed.
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1 Reduci ng carbon pollution and fighting climate

2 change nust be a top priority for the EPA. The League
3 of Wnen Voters of Lake County requests the clean car
4 standards be the strongest possible and effective as

S soon as possible to protect public health and conbat

6 the climate cri sis.

7 Let's nove to zero em ssions before it is too

8 late.

9 Thank you for your tine.

10 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conment.

11 At this time, we wll begin a brief recess. EPA,

12 when woul d you like to reconvene?

13 MR. OLECH W Thank you, Kayl a.
14 So it is nowalittle past a quarter to the top of
15 the hour. | would like to recess until 15 m nutes

16 after the hour, so about a half hour break. So on the
17 East Coast that is a break until 3:15 p.m, and we w ||
18 reconvene then for the renmainder of the testifiers.

19 So | want to take this opportunity to thank

20 everyone that spoke this afternoon. W very nuch

21  appreciate your conmments, and we | ook forward to

22 hearing fromthe final batch of testifiers. So the
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1 Dbreak will comrence now until 3:15.
2 Thank you so nuch.
3 (Recess.)
4 M5. MRQZ: Al right. 1[It |ooks |like everybody's
5 back. So, Kayla, you can go ahead and proceed.
6 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you. This is Kayla Thonpson
7 from Abt Associates, EPA' s contractor. It is currently
8 3:15 p.m Eastern Tinme, and we are now rejoi ning EPA s
9 public hearing, Revised 2023 and Later Model Year
10 Light-Duty Vehicle G eenhouse Gas Em ssi ons Standards
11 Proposal.
12 As a rem nder, if you are speaking today, you wll
13 receive a notification on your screen that you are
14 pronoted to the role of panelist shortly prior to your
15 speaking tinme. You nust accept that invitation to be
16 able to unmute when you are called to testify. This
17 will also allow you to turn on your canera, which we
18 encourage you to do. Speakers connected by tel ephone
19 should unnmute their phones when called to testify.
20 I f you have joined using a nane other than what is
21 |isted on the speaker list or have dialed in, we ask
22  that you please raise your hand when called on so we
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1 can pronote you to the role of panelist. |[If you have

2 called in, you can raise your hand by dialing Star 9.

3 If you are having any technical difficulties, please

4 send an email to public_hearing@btassoc.comor call

S 919-294-7712. If you are not registered to speak but

6 vyou would like to, please send an email to

7 public_hearing@btassoc.com or call 919-294-7712.

8 The expected speaking order is displayed on the

9 screen. | will be introducing each speaker in turn.

10 The next speaker will be WIIliam Davies. EPA, are you
11  ready to proceed?

12 MR. OLECH W Thank you, Kayla. Yes, we are ready
13 to proceed. And while this is the -- intended to be

14  the sort of last block of speakers, we encourage anyone
15 that would still like to speak to please use the

16 information shown on this slide to contact Abt and sign
17 up. And, of course, we will stay here for as |long as

18 people are willing to testify. And so, with that, we
19 shoul d proceed. Thank you so rnuch.

20 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you. |t appears that WIIliam
21 is not yet listed as an attendee on our attendee list.
22 However, WIlliam if you have joined using a different
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1 nanme today, we ask at this tinme that you raise your
2 right hand, and that if you have dialed in, you can do
3 so by dialing Star 9 on your phone.
4 (No response.)
3) M5. THOMPSON:. We'll go ahead and nove on to the
6 next speaker. The next speaker on our list is Suzanne
7 Llewellyn. Simlarly, we do not have you |isted as an
8 attendee. However, we invite you to raise your hand at
9 this tine if you are listed under a different nane.
10 (No response.)
11 M5. THOWPSON. Myving a little further down the
12 |list, there are a couple of other speakers who are
13 listed to speak but are not currently listed as
14 attendees. They are Connie King and Robin "G |I|-0oh" or
15 "dll-oh."™ If you are here but you're listed under a
16 different nane, we invite you to raise your hand at
17 this time. As a remnder, if you ve dialed in, you can
18 do so by dialing Star 9 on your phone.
19 (No response.)
20 M5. THOWPSON: Ckay. The next speaker on our i st
21 is James Noyes. You nmay now unnute, and pl ease state
22 your nane and affiliation for the record.
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1 MR NOYES: H . This is Janes Noyes. | typically
2 go by the nanme Graham Noyes, and | represent Pearson

3 Fuels and also amthe executive director of the Low

4 Carbon Fuels Coalition. And the comment that 1'd |ike
S to provide here, Pearson's been very active throughout
6 the process, the various iterations of the rule here in
7 commenting, and is the largest E85 supplier in

8 California. And | want to just provide the input to

9 the agency that there are trenmendous opportunities with
10 flex fuel vehicles, with high-blend ethanol E85, wth
11 md-level ethanol blends, and with other biofuels to

12 provi de greenhouse gas reductions that aren't currently
13 integrated into the greenhouse gas proposed rule and

14 are, frankly, carbon reductions |eft on the table.

15 Wthin California, we've seen over 75 mllion

16 nmetric tons of greenhouse gas reduction fromthe use of
17 various |l owcarbon fuels and electricity over the | ast
18 10 years of the Low Carbon Fuel Standard Program and
19 85 percent of those reductions have been bio-based

20 fuels, so we would very nuch encourage the agency to

21  consider the value of these fuels. They can be

22 utilized in existing internal conbustion engines.
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1 There's obviously a very strong drive to nove toward

2 electrification, but as everyone is aware, there are

3 very significant technology and cost barriers there,

4 and there's also the very long life of internal

S conbustion engines that are on the road.

6 We've seen in California very aggressive prograns

7 to electrify the state that are having effect, but,

8 frankly, they're having effect slowly with still the

9 large dom nance of the internal conbustion engine.

10 And, therefore, we think California provides an

11  indication that the agency should take very seriously
12 of how i nportant decarbonizing the internal conbustion
13 side of the picture is, and also realizing that, to the
14 extent that there's not the encouragenent of flex-fuel
15 vehicles, or md-|evel ethanol blends, or other

16  bi ofuel s and technol ogies, then the default is to

17 fossil fuel with the increased criteria pollutant

18 em ssions and the increased greenhouse gases fromthose
19 fuels. Thank you for the tinme to participate in this
20  proceeding.

21 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your comment. The

22 next speaker is Diana Cersten. D ana, we do not
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1 currently see you |listed anong the attendees. However,
2 if you have joined using a different nane, we ask that
3 you raise your hand at this tine. And as a rem nder,
4 you can raise your hand if you have dialed in by
5 dialing Star 9 on your phone.
6 (No response.)
7 M5. THOMPSON: We will nove on to the next
8 speaker. The next speaker is Langston Verdin. You nay
9 now unmute, and please state your nanme and affiliation
10 for the record.
11 MR. VERDIN. Hello, everyone. M nane is Langston
12 Verdin, and even though it says |I'mrepresenting
13 Children's Health Al liance of Wsconsin where | work,
14 |'"mactually here as a private citizen today and as a
15 nmenber of the Wsconsin Asthma Coalition. | live in
16 M| waukee, Wsconsin as well.
17 First off, I1'd like to thank you all for this
18 opportunity to speak with you today about this
19 inportant topic. 1'd also like to thank President
20 Biden and his Adm nistration for acknow edgi ng the
21 inportance of tackling climte change and pol |l ution
22 fromtransportation. In Wsconsin, over half a mllion
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1 children and adults have ast hma. It's the nbst common

2 chronic condition anong children and the | eadi ng cause

3 of school absenteeism |In fact, each year, 1 in 2 kids
4 wth asthma will mss at | east one day of school
5 because of their asthma, and 1 in 4 adults will mss at

6 |least one day at work. Wrst yet, the Wsconsin

7 Departnment of Health Services finds that one person

8 dies every day because of their asthma. Because of

9 this, over the last two years, |'ve worked on a project
10 called Project Breathe SMAART, or Safely Mnitoring Ar
11 Around Town. This project started because when | was
12 analyzing asthnma data fromthe Departnent of Health

13 Services, | found that asthma-rel ated health care

14  utilization wasn't equally distributed across

15 M I waukee. Instead, it's heavily concentrated anong

16 high-traffic corridors in the city's black and Lati nx
17 communi ties.

18 The transportation sector is the | argest source of
19 greenhouse gas emissions in the state -- in the United
20 States. Gasoline and diesel-powered cars, SUV, and

21  pickup trucks pollute the air we breathe and drive

22 climate change. This proposal and the broader action
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1 on clean cars fromthe Adm nistration are a neani ngfu
2 step in the right direction, but we need the strongest
3 possible clean car standards to truly make good on
4  President Biden's commtnents to address climte action
5 and environnental justice. As a parent of a 12-year-
6 old with asthma, | urge the EPA and the Adm nistration
7 to finalize this proposal quickly and nove forward wth
8 bold greenhouse gas and fuel efficiency standards for
9 cars, light trucks, and SUVs that accelerate the
10 critical transition to zero em ssion vehicles.
11 Thank you all for your time and allowing ne to
12 share with you today.
13 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conmment. The
14  next speaker is Victoria Gllet. W do not currently
15 have you listed anong the |ist of attendees. However,
16 if you have joined under a different nane, we invite
17 you to raise your hand at this time. And then as a
18 rem nder, you can raise your hand if you have dialed in
19 by dialing Star 9 on your phone.
20 (No response.)
21 M5. THOWPSON:. Ckay. We will nobve on to our next
22 speaker. The next speaker is Claire Richards. Caire,
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1 when you are ready, please unnmute and state your nane

2 and affiliation for the record.

3 M5. RICHARDS: Thank you for the invitation to

4 speak today on the EPA ruling on light-duty vehicle

S5 emssions. M nane is Caire Richards, and |'m a

6 nursing professor and nenber of the Alliance of Nurses

7 for Healthy Environnents. Part of ny work focuses on

8 how we respond to energing public health crises, such

9 as the power outages that occur during extrene heat and
10 wldfire snoke events, all of which are on the rise due
11 to the climate crisis. |I'mhere to urge you to set the
12 strictest possible clean car standards.

13 As ot hers have noted, the I PCC report states

14 clearly that we have al ready baked in enough carbon

15 emi ssions to warm our planet one-and-a-half degrees

16 Celsius. These em ssions are permanent, irreversible,
17 and dangerous, and additional greenhouse gas em ssions
18 will only worsen the situation. M famly and | have
19 all been personally inpacted by clinate change. M

20 sister-in-law s conmunity of Mexico Beach, Florida was
21 | eveled by the rapidly-intensifying Hurricane M chael

22 in 2018. The pile of broken honmes turned into a
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1 massive landfill. This sumer, ny husband, son, and |
2 escaped the extrene heat and wi |l dfire snoke of Eastern
3  Washington to sleep on a relative's floor on Wi dbey
4 |sland for clean air, only to face the painful reality
5 of dead shellfish littering the beach. Hundreds of
6 people and billions of sea creatures died in the heat
7 donme, and the production froma nunber of crops were
8 cut by half. Thousands of hones are now destroyed by
9 wldfires alone nearly every year. This inpacts our
10  econony, our housi ng stock, and our physical and our
11 nmental health. 1'mvery al arned about whether our
12 five-year-old son will be able to thrive when he's ny
13 age. This depends on the decisions that we nake now.
14 Exposure to wildfire snoke has significant health
15 inpacts on lungs, hearts, and brains, especially for
16  pregnant wonen, infants and children, and those wth
17 chronic illnesses. Extrenme heat not only nakes
18 wldfires nore likely. It also anplifies the effect of
19 air pollution on human health. @G ven structural
20 inequity and the history of redlining in the United
21 States, this disproportionately affects | owincone
22 comuni ties and bl ack, indigenous, and people of color.
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1 This neans that to achieve the environnental justice
2 agenda of the Biden Admi nistration, a rapid transition
3 to clean transportation i s necessary.
4 We need to slow the progression of climte change
5 wthout delay within our infrastructure and systens.
6 This nmeans that the EPA nust finalize an anbitious rule
7  this year in 2021 wthout any | oopholes. It is
8 critical that we have a long-term plan. The EPA nust
9 also set stronger standards through at | east 2030 to
10 drive the transition to zero em ssion vehicles the
11  Nation needs and that President Biden has called for in
12 his executive order. W nust cut em ssions as quickly
13 as possible fromgasoline cars and increase the
14 adoption of electric vehicles so that we can get to a
15 100-percent electric new car market by 2035. Thank
16 you.
17 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comment. The
18 next speaker will be Jack Darin. Jack, you may now
19 unnute, and please state your nane and affiliation for
20  the record.
21 MR. DARIN. Thank you. M nane Jack Darin. [|I'm
22 the director of the Sierra Club Illinois chapter, and
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1 I'mrepresenting over 120,000 of our nenbers and
2 supporters here in lllinois. And | want to thank you
3 for the opportunity today to testify and for hol ding
4 this hearing.
3) So, vehicle emssions are the major air quality
6 <challenge in Illinois when it cones to both the gl obal
7 existential threat of clinmte change and al so the | ocal
8 urgent public health threat of certain snpbg pollution
9 on days like we're experiencing this week. Just
10 yesterday, according to EPA's Air Now website, the Air
11  Quality Index for Chicago and its west and north
12 suburbs, so nobst of our region, exceeded 150 in the
13 unheal thy category. And just briefly, here's what EPA
14  advised us to do yesterday based on that |evel of
15 pollution. It said that "Sensitive groups should avoid
16  prol onged or heavy outdoor exertion and schedul e
17 outdoor activities in the norning when ozone is |ower.
18 Consi der noving activities indoors." This, of course,
19 is during a pandenmic. "People with asthma, keep quick
20 relief nedicine handy, and everyone el se, reduce
21  prolonged or heavy outdoor exertion. Take nore breaks
22 or do less intense activities. Schedul e outdoor
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1 activities in the norning when ozone is |ower."

2 Now, of course, those sensitive groups are nore

3 likely to be people of color and other environnental

4 justice communities that have al ready been

S disproportionately inpacted by this pandem c and by

6 pollution generally. And the |argest source of the

7 pollution causing this public health threat is

8 transportation. Em ssions fromelectric vehicles, such

9 as PM 2.5, are a major public health hazard, and Asi an-
10  Anerican, black, and Latino residents of Illinois are
11  exposed to higher-than-average | evels of particulate

12 matter fromcars, trucks, and buses. Chicago and the
13  rest of Cook County has the state's highest PM 2.5

14 pol lution exposure, again, due in large part to the

15 transportati on sources.

16 The transportation sector is also the | argest

17 source of Illinois' climate-disrupting em ssions after
18 we've made sone reductions in our electric sector, and
19 so the main source within transportation is comng from
20 the passenger vehicles we're tal king about today. And
21 Illinois has definitely experienced clinmate change.

22 Qur precipitation has increased substantially. W have
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1 nore torrential downpours and devastating fl oods,
2 including in our Illinois and M ssissippi R vers. Qur
3 average daily tenperatures have risen one to two
4  degrees Fahrenheit in nost areas of the state, making
5 our summers hotter, and our winters warner, and our
6 droughts | onger and nore severe. Qur Lake M chi gan
7 shoreline of late is crunbling under record | ake |evels
8 and extrenme weather, and agriculture is very inportant
9 inlllinois. W!'re the sixth largest agricultural
10 state in the country, and our ability to feed
11  ourselves, and the rest of the country, and indeed the
12 world, will be dimnished if the climate crisis is not
13 mtigated.
14 Now, as a state, Illinois is beginning to nove
15 boldly to address these threats, but we need to be
16 buil ding on a baseline of the strongest possible
17 national vehicle standards for em ssions. Here in
18 Illinois, the Sierra Cub is part of the Illinois C ean
19 Jobs Coalition, which has put forth a plan to get one
200 mllion electric vehicles on the road here by 2030,
21 while prioritizing equity and attainability for all.
22 And this goal has recently been chanpi oned by our
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1 governor, J.B. Pritzker, who is naeking state
2 investnents in electric vehicles infrastructure and in
3 fleets and seeing the real potential for our state as a
4 center for EV manufacturing. So, we are novi ng ahead
S here, but we'll nake the nost progress if we're doing
6 so on top of the strongest possible national em ssion
7 standards.
8 The original clean car standards passed in 2012
9 under President Obama were an effective tool to reduce
10 em ssions fromvehicles, and in 2020, our state
11  defended public health and the environnent by suing the
12 previous Administration for its reversal of those
13 standards. And today we're at a point where we have
14  the opportunity to set the record strai ght on where our
15 priorities lie on key issues like climte change and
16 public health. W can either go back and set a rule
17 that is weaker than the one we originally had under the
18 (Obama Administration, or we can recogni ze that the
19 inpacts of clinmate change have gotten worse and that we
20 nust set the bol dest standards possible that exceed
21 even the one finalized in 2012. Not doi ng that and
22 setting a bold standard neans that Illinois wll
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1 continue to face intensifying climte disasters and not
2 doing everything we can to protect the nost vul nerable.
3 It's clear that not only do we need to clanp down
4 on vehicle pollution, but we need to create policies
S5 that reflect the gravity of our climate crisis and
6 center environnental justice. And that's why |'m here
7 today to urge EPA to set the strongest rule possible
8 that will get us on track to 100 percent EV sal es by
9 2035. To do so would offer hope for a healthier future
10 to those who are worried about breathing the air that
11 we have today, and not doing so would nean that we'l
12 face the catastrophic consequences of climate change
13 that the recent IPCC report laid out as a code red for
14 humanity. So, | hope we can heed that call for change
15 and adopt the strongest possible standards. Thanks for
16 listening today.
17 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your comment. The
18 next speaker is Frank Granda. W do not currently see
19 vyou listed anong the list of attendees. However, if
20 you have joined under a different nane, we would invite
21 you to -- we would invite you raise your hand at this
22 time. And if you have called in, you can do so by
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1 dialing Star 9 on your phone.

2 (No response.)

3 M5. THOWPSON:. Ckay. W wll nove on to the next

4 speaker. The next speaker on our list is Kelly

5 Flemng. Kelly, you may now unnute, and please state

6 your nane and affiliation for the record.

7 M5. FLEM NG  Thank you. M nane is Kelly

8 Flemng. I|I'mthe policy director for the Zero Em ssion
9 Transportation Association. Thank you for providing

10 the opportunity to speak today on behalf of the Zero

11 M ssion Transportation Association, or ZETA. W are an
12 industry-backed coalition advocating for 100 percent

13 electric vehicle sales by 2030. Qur nenber conpanies
14 are on the cutting edge of innovation in the EV space,
15 from t wo- wheel ed vehicles to nmedi um and heavy-duty

16 trucks, and we represent a najority of the market for
17 electric light-duty vehicles.

18 ZETA thanks the Adm nistration for prioritizing

19 the reduction of em ssions fromtransportation through
20  the proposed standards, and we | ook forward to working
21 with you to ensure a zero-enission transportation

22 future with the United States being dom nant in the
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1 auto industry once again. W recognize that w thout

2 electrification of the transportation sector, there is
3 no way the United States will neet its clinmate targets.
4 To that end, a proposal that will achieve just over

5 eight percent EV deploynent in Mdel Year 2026 m sses
6 the mark.

7 Wil e the proposed stringency of Alternative 2

8 standards nmay be a step in the right direction, ZETA

9 recommends that the agency inplenent a rule that is

10 nmuch nore stringent than any of the proposals anal yzed.
11 ZETA nenbers, including R vian, Tesla, and Lucid,

12 anpong ot hers, have created over 250,000 Anerican | obs
13 and are schedul ed to produce and accelerate the

14 delivery of a variety of electric vehicles during the
15 inplenentation of the newrule. Sone of these

16 autonmakers and nodels are debuting in the next two

17 years, so the EPA's 2017 baseline using the inpact

18 anal ysis of the proposed standards neither accounts for
19 these new entrants nor the |large depl oynent of EVs

20  post-2017, like the Tesla Mddel 3. Because of this,

21 electric vehicles and trucks will make up a | arger

22  portion of the new vehicle nmarket in 2023 to 2026 than
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1 projected.
2 Wth this in mnd, ZETA di scourages the inclusion
3 of potential |oopholes to neet the proposed standards
4  through overly generous crediting, particularly for
5 technologies that are no | onger contributing to the
6 reduction in emssions fromthe transportati on sector.
7 Anal ysis shows that these extensions could result in an
8 additional 130 mllion netric tons of greenhouse gas
9 emssions conpared to Alternative 2. Rather than
10 artificially expanding the lifetinme of ol der
11  technol ogi es, the standard should be pushing the entire
12 auto industry towards electrification. Extending the
13 lifetinme of credits, including multipliers that double
14 the credits earned for every EV sold, weakens the
15 standards and indirectly incentivizes traditional
16 autonmakers to continue manufacturing their |east
17 efficient vehicles, especially as EVs reach price
18 parity.
19 Extensi on of credits |ike those for the hybrid
20 trucks are outdated. Wile it made sense to provide
21 these incentives when electric drivetrains were stil
22 being innovated, we currently have fully-electric
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1 pickup trucks slated to be on the road by 2023,
2 including fromRi vian, Tesla, and Ford. The sanme is
3 true for advanced cl ean vehicle technol ogi es incl uded
4 for off-cycle credits. ZETA fully supports anbitious
5 standards to cut greenhouse gas em ssions and expandi ng
6 the stringency of Alternative 2 with the elimnation of
7 extended credits.
8 ZETA' s nenbers are already denonstrating that EV
9 innovation and job creation go hand in hand. W urge
10 the Biden Adm nistration to accelerate this transition
11  and expedite the econom c and environnental benefits of
12 |ight-duty vehicle electrification. Thank you for the
13 opportunity to testify.
14 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your coment. Qur
15 next speaker will be Dana Gersten. |f you have called
16 in, we ask that you raise your hand by dialing Star 9
17 on your phone, and we will unnmute you. | can see that
18 you' ve raised your hand. You should now have the
19 ability to unmute, and then when you are ready, you may
20 state your nanme and affiliation for the record.
21 DR. CGERSTEN. H . Can you hear ne?
22 M5. THOWPSON: We can.
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1 DR. CGERSTEN. Okay. H . M nane is Dr. Dana
2 CGersten, and | amtestifying today as a private
3 citizen. | work as a famly nedicine doctor at a
4 primary care clinic for the uninsured, underinsured,
5 and working poor in Berkeley, California, and also at a
6 comunity safety net hospital. | take care of newborns
7 to the very elderly, and | see our poor air quality
8 affecting so many. |I'mhere to urge the EPA to adopt
9 the strongest possible clean air standards because ny
10 patients sinply can't keep breathing dirty air and live
11  healthy |ives.
12 | see the effects of climte change on ny patients
13 alnost daily as it directly causes sone health
14 enmergenci es and nakes ot hers worse. Many of ny
15 patients have lung conditions, |ike asthnma or COPD, as
16 well as heart conditions. W live in alarge city with
17 truck and air pollution. This year, |like |last year,
18 Jlarge wildfires make air quality even worse, sending
19 many to the hospital. They breathe unrel enting snoke
20 this time of year, and the poor air quality exacerbates
21 their health condition, sending many to the hospital
22 for intensive care.
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1 | think because so many of ny patients are living
2 on the edge of nmeking it and not nmaking it, these

3 health exacerbations can send them over the edge into

4 poverty. For exanple, when | was doing training in

S5 Oegon, | had a patient who was a farm worker who

6 worked with the grape harvest. WIldfires destroyed the
7 harvest, and he was not able to nake any noney. Hi s

8 electricity bill went unpaid, and his electricity was

9 turned off. He couldn't keep his insulin cold, and

10 then he went into a dangerous hyperglycem a. He becane
11  acutely ill, and when he returned back, he was unable
12 to work. So, | think the cycle of poverty and il

13 health just keeps on going, affecting people who take
14 care of ny patients and also the people they take care
15 of, like their spouses and their children.

16 Qur health care systemcan't afford to keep

17 covering the costs of weak auto pollution standards.

18 Especially with COVID, our hospital is near capacity,

19 and there sinply isn't roomto treat all of the

20 incomng patients with respiratory issues. Many of the
21 people nost at risk for lung conditions are already the

22 npost vul nerable: the working poor and people of color.
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1 The failure to have the strongest possible clean air

2 standards entrench the cycle of poverty that is

3 profound and increasingly difficult to escape. Wat's

4 nore, the ever-increasing anount of clinate disasters

5 we face in California takes a serious toll on nental

6 health. Depression and suicide rates are quite high

7 already, and when you pile wldfire snoke and COVI D

8 that keep people indoors, the effects can be

9 hearthbreaking, especially on children and teens.

10 The EPA needs to adopt its alternative standard

11  and enact the strongest possible rule that has

12 aggressive targets, no | oophol es, and which puts us on
13 the path to zero em ssion future. ['mdoing this on

14 behalf of my patients who sinply can't afford to wait
15 any nore. Thank you so very nuch.

16 M5. THOMPSON:. Thank you for your comment. At

17 this time, we have no one el se scheduled to speak. |If
18 there is anyone who did not register to speak but woul d
19 like to, please send an enmail with your nanme and phone
20 nunber to public_heari ng@btassoc.comor call 919-294-
21 7712. | would also like to provide an opportunity for
22 anyone who was schedul ed to speak but may have joi ned a
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1 little bit late to raise their hand, and we can pronote
2 you to panelist to give your testinony. | can see that
3 Stephen Wyman has his hand raised, so, Stephen, | wl]l
4 be pronoting you to panelist, and you'll need to accept
S that invitation in order to speak. Wen you are ready,
6 vyou may state your nane and affiliation for the record.
7 MR WMAN: My nane is Stephen Wman. | amthe
8 founder and CEO of Evolving Electric Conpany, and |
9 would like to suggest the EPA regul ati ons nust push
10 existing technologies to the fore, highlighting
11 reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssi ons, reducing
12 et hodol ogi es that have existed for decades that are
13 sonewhere between scarce and unknown in vehicles
14 avail abl e t oday.
15 First, full-series hybrid electric vehicles, |ike
16 N ssan's Note ePONER, or Ceneral Dynam cs Land Systens
17 RST-V, also known as Shadow. This technol ogy can scal e
18 fromthe smallest to the [ argest vehicles in use today.
19 Second, the skateboard undercarriage that all ows
20 | arger battery capacity unobtrusively. This technol ogy
21 is applied to the new Ford F-150 Lightning as well as
22  being planned for use in a variety of battery electric
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1 vehicle platforns. The skateboard could al so be used
2 in buses, truck, trailers, train cars, and recreational
3 vehicles. Third, regenerative braking could be applied
4 to all axels, and the appropriate notor generator could
5 also help heavy vehicles clinb hills, nove train cars
6 around the railyard and tractor trailers around
7 shipping and receiving docks. Fourth, use of solar
8 panels could be especially useful for train cars,
9 tractor trailers, buses, and RVs.
10 It is clear that w thout specific, defined, and
11 requlated direction fromthe EPA, vehicle manufacturers
12 are nore inclined to respond to pressure from powerf ul
13 voices and industries that want to maxi m ze profit
14 margins fromoil and gas products for as long as it is
15 possi bl e, consequences be dammed. The EPA nust
16 delineate a specific direction or significant progress
17 in reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions from vehicles may
18 not soon be forthcomng. | inplore the EPA to create a
19 rigorous regulatory regi nent devoid of |oopholes to
20 expedite greenhouse -- reduce greenhouse gas em ssions
21 fromvehicles. Thanks for the opportunity to present
22 ny perspective.
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1 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your comment. |

2 wuld Ilike to again invite anyone who has registered to

3 speak, but perhaps we had m ssed, to raise their hand,

4 and we can pronote you to panelist so you can provide

S your comments. Apologies. There's a storm outside.

6 (No response.)

7 M5. THOMPSON: Ckay. Another rem nder. W at

8 this tine do not have anyone el se schedul ed to speak.

9 However, if there is anyone who did not register to

10 speak but would like to, please send an email with your
11 nane and phone nunber to public_heari ng@btassoc. com or
12 call 919-294-7712. W wll now pause to see if anyone
13 else would like to nmake a statenent.

14 (Pause.)

15 MR OLECH W So, Kayla, it seens |like we have a
16 short break in the nunber of speakers that we have

17 right now. | wonder if we should just take a 10-m nute
18 pause and conme back at the top of the hour at 4 p.m

19 and see if there's anyone else that would be interested
20 in speaking. It looks like David -- I"'msorry -- Frank
21  has made the appropriate adjustnment. So, we'll take

22 about a 10-m nute pause here, and we'll cone back at 4
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one
mailto:public_hearing@abtassoc.com

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 273
1 p.m to the call. | think about a 10-m nute pause here
2 and we'll conme back at 4 p.m and see if there's any
3 other -- if there any other testifiers. |[If people are
4 comng off of neetings or finishing up work or
S5 sonething like that, maybe this wll give them an
6 opportunity to join the hearing one nore tine, so we'll
7 take a 10-m nute pause. Thank you.
8 (Break.)
9 M5. THOWPSON: Hello, everyone. This is Kayla
10  Thonpson from Abt Associ ates, EPA's contractor. It is
11 currently 4 p.m Eastern Tinme. W are now rejoining
12 EPA's public hearing about their Revised 2023 and Later
13  Mbdel Year Light-Duty Vehicle G eenhouse Gas En ssions
14 St andards Proposal .
15 At this time, we would like to invite anyone who
16 would like to speak to raise their hand, and we can
17  pronote you to panelist. | can see that, Victoria, you
18 have raised your hand. | will pronpte you to paneli st
19 now. \When you are ready, please feel free to unnute,
20 and state your nanme and affiliation for the record.
21 DR GLLET: H. M nane is Victoria Gllet.
22 |'Il start by thanking the EPA for holding a hearing on
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1 such an inportant topic. | don't have any offici al

2 affiliation. |'ma physician, and I'mstrongly in

3 favor of the new proposed light-duty vehicle greenhouse

4 gas em ssion standards. |'ma prinmary care physician

S starting a new practice in the Gty of MIwaukee in

6 Wsconsin, and | got into nedicine to hel p people who

7 are suffering. |'mhere today because there's only so

8 much that | can do to prevent that suffering from

9 wthin ny examroom |[|'mhere today to advocate for

10 changes that deci de whether ny patients keep breathing
11 dirty air or if they can breathe easy and be healthy.

12 | conpleted ny training in the Gty of Mudison in
13  Wsconsin, and the effects of clean air are very stark
14 there. There are sections of the city that are green
15 and lush, and then there are parts of the city that are
16 close to overpasses and bus lots with idling | arge

17 vehicles, and during the pandemc, | saw the difference
18 is between these two locations. | had patients start
19 to cone in as vehicles got back on the road with asthma
20 exacerbations. Those patients who are comng in nore
21  frequently for those exacerbations were those who |ived
22 in those areas next to the vehicles, and it probably
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1 conmes as no surprise that those patients were also nore
2 |ikely to be people of color and | owincone. W know
3 that these people are nore likely to be |ocated in
4 areas and cities where they're exposed to nore air
S pollution. W also know that they are nore likely to
6 suffer the negative consequences of rising greenhouse
7 gas emssions as well as that particle pollution that
8 decreases their health outcones and will be nore
9 susceptible to increasing heat and ot her negative
10  consequences.
11 Particle pollution, we know that there's no
12 specific safe amount, right? Even a small anount of
13 exposure to air pollution can cause health consequences
14 across the life spectrum frompretermbirth to
15 denentia and everything in between. And particularly,
16 it's been shown to decrease COVID outcones, in
17  particular, for people who becone infected. They're
18 nore likely to have severe outcones and even deat h.
19 So, it's inportant to nme that ny patients have access
20 to clean air regardless of where they live, even if
21 they happen to be near |ocations where there are |arger
22 vehicl es going by.
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1 Thankful ly, you know, | know that these are

2  harnful, but we also know the paths to the sol ution:

3 electrify everything as quickly as possi bl e,

4 particularly transportation infrastructure, and nake

S5 the electricity that we need for those electrified

6 systens with |ocal green energy. That transition wl|l

7 save 2,000 or nore |lives per year just in ny hone State

8 of Wsconsin, and the benefit will disproportionately

9 be good for those who have had really negative health
10 outcones in the past.

11 So, if we -- strong solution protections for

12 vehicles, like the one that's being proposed by the EPA
13 right now, is areally inportant tool to facilitate

14 this transition. Therefore, | strongly support

15 strengthening the U S. |ight-duty vehicle greenhouse

16 gas em ssion standards because this change wll make ny
17 patients and our country happier and healthier. That's
18 what | have.

19 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conmment. |If

20 there is anyone who did not register to speak but would
21 |ike to, we would encourage you to raise your hand at

22 this tinme. | can see a couple of hands raised, and so
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1 the first will be WIlliamDavies. |'mpronoting you to
2 panelist now. \Wen you are ready, you may unnute, and
3 please state your nanme and affiliation for the record.
4 MR. DAVIES. Good afternoon. Can you hear ne?
S M. THOVPSON: We can.
6 MR. DAVIES. Fantastic. Thank you so nuch for
7 your tinme. M nane is WIlliamDavies. | ama resident
8 of Kansas City, Mssouri. | amenployed with the
9 Sierra Club, Mssouri Chapter, but |I'm here speaking on
10 ny own behalf as a concerned M ssourian and Kansas
11  CGitian. Thank you so nmuch for taking the tine to host
12 this public neeting.
13 And I'm here to speak as a husband, future father,
14 and resident in support of this inportant update on
15 vehicl e em ssion standards and greenhouse gas em ssions
16 as it will be vital to continuing to ensure that the
17 U.S. remains conpetitive in noving forward into a cl ean
18 energy future. And nore inportantly, |I'mprotecting
19 the health and well-being of all Americans, |ike ny
20 friends and nei ghbors here in Kansas City.
21 | will try to be brief. | will not repeat sone of
22 the great testinony that you all have heard as to why
V7 Trustpoint.One Alderson www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)


www.aldersonreporting.com
www.trustpoint.one

Virtual Public Hearing Day 2 8/26/2021

Page 278
1 this -- the science behind this inportant standard and
2 why it will benefit public health and the environnent.
3 "Il speak as a resident of a city that is trying to

4 do all it can to center equity and the well-bei ng of

S its residents in taking climate action, particularly in
6 the real mof building codes and buil di ng performnce

7 standards and inproving transportation both for transit
8 and public transportation purposes, as well as city

9 fleet vehicles, for doing the necessary work that needs
10 to be done.

11 | nproving standards like this and setting at a

12 national standard, a national benchmark for inproving
13 em ssion standards for vehicles to help cities, like

14 Kansas City, and states and the private sector that are
15 looking to inprove their vehicle performnce because by
16 -- in order -- by working to neet standards set by the
17  Federal Governnent and by our |eaders at the EPA and
18 the Adm nistration, and in Congress, it helps to --

19 helps these entities at the state I evel or at the | ocal
20 | evel set targets to neet these anbitious goals, and

21  thereby inproving efficiency, inproving the business

22  nodels, and inproving their technology so that they are
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1 neeting standards that protect the health and well -

2 being of residents, and just to continue to advance

3 technology to nmake it better for the planet and better
4 for the environnment. And this also helps create

S inportant funding nmechanisns to support continued

6 growth and expansion of better vehicle technol ogy at

7 the city and the state |evel.

8 So that is all to say that by setting this --

9 these anbitious targets and setting the standard for
10 the nation to follow, the EPA, by noving this rule

11 forward, will help cities and states continue to

12 advance and i nprovi ng our vehicle technol ogy, and

13 protecting the health of all Anericans, and continue to
14 make sure that our industry is conpetitive, creating
15 jobs in that new cl ean energy future. So, thank you so
16 much again for taking the tinme to host this public

17 meeting and for allowing ne to speak, and to reiterate
18 ny support for advancing this updated standard. Thank
19 you so much for your tine.

20 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conmment. The
21  next speaker will be Heather Price. \When you are

22 ready, please unnute and state your nanme and
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1 affiliation for the record.
2 DR. PRICE: Yes, hi. M nane is Heather Price,
3 and ny affiliation, I ama person in Washi ngton State.
4 I"'malso a climite scientist and at nospheric chem st,
5 and so | want to speak a little bit about nmy personal
6 experience wth climte change and with the clean fuel
7 standards.
8 |'"'mgoing to turn on ny video.
9 So, |'ve had experience with owning a car that's
10 run on biodiesel, on biofuels, and |I'm an at nospheric
11  chem st, so |'ve been working on gl obal chem cal
12 transport nodel s and doi ng neasurenents. And over the
13 20 years that |'ve been an atnospheric chem st and a
14 climate scientist, ny views have changed a lot. | used
15 to think that hydrogen was going to be one of the main
16 solutions, even gray and bl ue hydrogen, which I
17 encourage you to look up if you don't understand what
18 those are. The only solution if we're going to use
19 hydrogen is if it is green hydrogen conm ng from cl ean
20 electricity. In terns of biofuels, |I used to run ny
21  car on biodiesel, and through the work that |'ve been
22 doing over the past 20 years, |'ve cone to realize that
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1 biofuels are also a delay tactic. They are not a

2 solution, that they produce the sane air quality issues
3 and air pollution, particularly NOx pollution, and, in
4 sone cases, nore pollution.

3) So, in terns of health and air quality,

6 electrifying our vehicle fleet is really the only

7 solution that we have. And as we clean up our

8 electrical grid, then everything, right, this really

9 does get at the root of the climate crisis and how

10 we're going to address it. It nmeans electrifying

11  everything using zero carbon sources of electricity,

12 such as wind and solar. It neans electrifying our

13 vehicle fleet and comng up with ways of recycling the
14 batteries because, yes, there are issues wth batteries
15 and with the pollution there. But one of the issues

16 also with batteries, people talk about, oh, recycling.

17 Well, the elenents that are in those batteries are

18 there. They're transitioned, but --

19 Ch sorry. |I'msorry. | got disconnected for a

20 second there.

21 So, the elenents within those batteries are al ways

22 there. They're transitioning between redox states, but
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1 they're not going into the atnosphere the way that,

2 say, when you burn toxic fossil fuels and those go into
3 the atnosphere either as nethane or as carbon di oxide,
4  dependi ng on fuel source.

3) The other thing I want to nention quickly is RNG
6 which is called renewable natural gas, is also not a

7 viable solution either in our pipelines or people's

8 hones. Thisis alittle bit different than the clean

9 fuel standards for autos, but | think it's an inportant
10 piece of the puzzle because a | ot of conpanies are

11 trying to say that RNG bel ongs in vehicles, too, and

12 npatural gas is not clean. It is a clinmate wecking

13 ball as it leaks. The latest I PCC report shows that

14 it's 84 times nore potent than carbon dioxide, and when
15 that |eaks over tine, it turns into carbon dioxide

16 which persists for centuries, acidifying our oceans,

17 continuing to heat our planet. So, we really need true
18 solutions. W really need a strong -- you know, when
19 wyou're noving forward with these fuel standards, go as
20 far as you can because we don't have nuch tinme. Make
21 themreally strong because we really need to get to

22 zero, and that neans electrify, electrify, electrify.
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1 And then also a little bit about ny own personal
2 experience with climate. | live in Seattle, and we are
3 feeling the climate crisis firsthand. | have children
4 in ny honme with asthm who cannot go outside when it's
5 snoky. | have students who are honel ess, who are stuck
6 outside in the snoke, and it is climte exacerbated. |
7 grew up here in Washington. | did -- | never saw snoke
8 inthe Seattle area. Yes, on the east side it's -- you
9 know, forest fires over there are natural, but talking
10 with the mayor of Twisp, | was in a talk with her at

11 the Pacific Science Center. And she tal ked about how
12 it used to be about two or three weeks of wldfires,

13 and now she keeps fire equi pnent in her car because

14 she's seeing nore than a nonth of fire season in her

15 community. So, we are really being inpacted by climte
16 change today, and we don't have any tine left to wait.
17 So pl ease, please, please, nake the strongest

18 standards that you can. Thank you so nuch.

19 M5. THOWPSON: Thank you for your conmment. The

20  next speaker will be Varsha Singh. You may now unnut e,
21  and pl ease state your nane and affiliation for the

22 record.
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1 DR. SINGH Hello. Good afternoon. This is
2 afternoon in New Jersey. M nane is Varsha Singh,
3 V-A-RSHA last name, S-I-NGH I'maffiliated with
4 this group, Nurses for Cinmate Change. | signed up to
S be chanpi on because |I'mreally passionate about doing
6 sonething as an individual for the climate, make it
7 better for future generation. That's all -- is ny
8 goal, so | really amappreciative of this opportunity
9 to express ny views about what's happening around us.
10 Thank you for this opportunity to speak with all of you
11  today because this is a critical topic.
12 |'d also |like to thank President Biden and his
13 Administration for acknow edgi ng the inportance of
14  tackling climate pollution fromtransportation. This
15 proposal and the broader actions on clean cars fromthe
16 Admnistration are a neaningful step in the right
17 direction, but we really need the strongest possible
18 clean air standards to truly make good on President
19 Biden's commtnent to address climte action and
20 environnmental justice.
21 | really want to tal k about clean our clinmate
22 personally. | do -- | mgrated fromlindia in 1988, and
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1 | did experience in nmy country what | would cal
2 pollution where you have to wear a scarf around your
3 face when you are driving. So, em ssions from vehicle,
4 this is sonething that is controllable, and that's why
S5 | feel really passionate about the whole issue, and |
6 appreciate the tinme that | have here today to express
7 my views in front of this group. So, | -- |I'mjust
8 asking that what we can do as community | eaders or as
9 an agency who is in charge of setting the standard so
10 that the vehicles which are driving on the roads are
11  not adding to the carbon print that is already so
12 strong that we are experiencing the inpact.
13 In past 20 years that | have been in this country,
14 | |ove being in cleaner environnment. | |ove the way I
15 feel about the greenery around ne, and slowy | started
16  noticing how we have nore rains, nore floods. The heat
17 is -- hotter days are increasing every year and sl owy.
18 And not only just ne, but ny son who is really a
19 strong advocate for naking things possible to help
20 everyone, actively participating individual
21  contributing to inprove the climate for future. So,
22 what |I'msaying here in this public hearing is that we
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1 need stronger standards. There is a need for stronger
2 standards.
3 EPA' s proposal is a necessary step towards
4 addressing the previous Adm nistration's roll back of
5 cleaner car standards, but it's not only a start. You
6 nust finalize this rule by this year, 2021, because we
7 really do not have tinme because the covered nodel year
8 is 2023 to 2026, and set up nore health protection
9 standards beyond that. Please ensure that the
10 standards result in the real-world reductions in
11  greenhouse gas em ssions, and please don't include any
12 shortcuts for auto makers to cut corners. W know that
13 car is necessary for every one of us, and we all are
14 going to use cars, but what we require is an eco-
15 friendly car.
16 So, as an individual, as a responsible individual
17 of this society and soneone who really cares about the
18 future generation, as a nurse practitioner, we in this
19 country together want to see all citizens and residents
20  breathing a good quality of air and enjoying the
21 quality of life that everyone deserves. As a
22  healthcare provider, this has been ny nessage to all ny
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1 patients to everything. Prevention is better than
2 cure, and this case it applies to our standards, EPA
3 standards, as well. W can prevent so nuch disaster in
4 the future if we can just nake the right standards.
5 Thank you so nuch for listening to ne.
6 M5. THOMPSON: Thank you for your conmment. At
7 this tinme, we have no one el se schedul ed to speak
8 during the current time slot. However, if there's
9 anyone who did not register to speak but would like to,
10 we would invite you to raise your hand at this tine.
11 And if you have called in, you may rai se your hand by
12 dialing Star 9 on your phone. Additionally, if you
13 were registered to speak but not have -- but have not
14 yet provided your testinony, we also invite you to
15 raise your hand at this tinme, and we will pronote you
16 to panelist.
17 (No response.)
18 M5. THOWPSON: Anot her brief rem nder that if
19 vyou're having any technical difficulties, please send
20 an email to public_hearing@btassoc.comor call 919-
21 294-7712. W will be putting up a list of renmining
22  registered speakers on the screen now. W invite,
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1 again, anyone who registered to speak but has not yet
2 provided their testinony to use their hand at this
3 tinme, and we will pronote you to paneli st.
4 (No response.)
S MR. OLECH W Just a short announcenent. EPA
6 recognizes that there are sone regi stered speakers that
7 have not yet had the opportunity to speak, and so, of
8 course, we'd very much like to hear fromthemif
9 they're available. And, of course, there nmay be sone
10 late participants that identify thensel ves as speakers.
11 So, our intentionis to stay to keep the hearing live
12 until 4:45 or until registers -- all registered
13 speakers that would Iike to speak have had the
14  opportunity to do so, whichever conmes first. So, we'll
15 be standing by until at |east 4:45. Thank you.
16 (No response.)
17 M5. THOMPSON: As a rem nder, the remaining
18 regi stered speakers are now |listed on the screen. W
19 invite anyone who is registered to speak but has not
20 yet provided their testinony to raise their hand at
21 this tinme. Additionally, if there is anyone who did
22 not register to speak but would Ii ke to, we encourage
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1 you also to raise your hand. And if you are having any
2 technical difficulties, please send an email to
3 public_hearing@btassoc.comor call 919-294-7712.

4 (No response.)

3) M5. THOMPSON: | do not see any raised hands at

6 this tine, but as Mke nentioned, we will be here until
7 4:45 or until all registered speakers have had a chance
8 to speak.

9 (No response.)

10 M5. THOWSON: Hello, everyone. As a rem nder,

11  the remaining registered speakers are now listed on the

12 screen. W invite anyone who is registered to speak

13  but has not yet provided their comrent to raise their

14 hand at this tinme. Additionally, if there is anyone

15 who did not register to speak but would |ike to, we

16 encourage you to raise your hand, and we can pronote

17 you to panelist to provide your comrent. W wll now

18 pause to see if anyone else would like to testify.

19 (No response.)

20 M5. THOWPSON: Hello, everyone. As a rem nder,

21  the remaining registered speakers are now |isted on the

22 screen. W invite anyone who is registered to speak
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1 but has not yet provided their testinony to raise their
2 hand at this time. Additionally, if there's anyone who
3 did not register to speak but would lIike to, we
4 encourage you to raise your hand, and we will pronote
S you to provide testinony.

6 (No response.)

7 M5. THOMPSON: | do not currently see any new

8 raised hands, and so we wi ||l take another pause to see
9 if anyone else would like to testify.

10 (No response.)

11 M5. THOWPSON: Hello, everyone. As a rem nder,

12 the remaining regi stered speakers are now listed on the

13 screen. W invite anyone who is registered to speak

14 but has not yet provided their testinony to raise their

15 hand at this tinme. Additionally, if there's anyone who

16 did not register to speak but would |like to, we al so

17  encourage that you raise your hand, and we can pronote

18 you to panelist so you can provide your testinony.

19 (No response.)

20 M5. THOWSON: | do not see any new rai sed hands

21 at this time, so we will take another brief pause to

22 see if anyone else would like to testify.
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1 (No response.)
2 MR OLECH W So, it is now 4:45, and | would |ike
3 to take one nore effort to see if there's anyone that
4 would still |ike to speak by raising their hand.
3) (No response.)
6 MR OLECH W kay. It seens that we have covered
7 everyone. So, sone closing remarks here. First of
8 all, I want to express, on behalf of our office and our
9 senior EPA | eadership, our gratitude for the effort of
10 so many to participate in this hearing. | also want to
11 acknow edge ny col | eagues for serving on this panel and
12 Abt Associates for their effective and professional
13 noderation of this hearing. Again, please renenber
14  that we will be accepting witten coments through
15 Monday, Septenber 27th.
16 Wth that, | conclude this public hearing. Have a
17 good eveni ng, everyone, and thank you agai n.
18 (Wher eupon, at 4:46 p.m, the public hearing was
19  adj ourned.)
20
21
22
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