Welcome to the Introduction to EPA Grants training.
The webinar will begin shortly.

Note: This training is intended to provide basic information on the EPA grant
process for those who may be first-time applicants. This webinar will not cover the
specific technical requirements of the upcoming American Rescue Plan (ARP)
competitive grant for enhanced air quality monitoring.

EPA continues to draft the ARP request for applications (RFA) and consider
comments that we received during August’s Insight & Feedback sessions. Today’s
webinar is a result of feedback requesting additional guidance on the general
grants process.

Later this fall, EPA anticipates holding an informational webinar on the ARP
competitive grant once the final RFA is posted.



anagement Training

Module 1: Introduction

Module 2: Demonstrating Financial Management System
and Internal Controls Capability

Modu
Modu
Modu
Modu

e 3: Applying for a Grant

e 4: Accepting a Grant Award
e 5: Managing a Grant

e 6: Closing Out a grant

Check it out: https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-
management-training-applicants-and-recipients



https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients

op a Budget Training

Module 1: General Principles and Considerations
Module 2: Direct Costs

Module 3: Other Direct Cost

Module 4: Indirect Costs

Check it out: https://www.epa.gov/grants/how-
develop-budget



https://www.epa.gov/grants/how-develop-budget
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Competition

The basics on competing for EPA assistance
programs

September 2021



EPA Grants Update Listserv

Sign up today to receive timely notifications
about:

* new guidance and information posted on this
website

* new trainings and webinars available to
potential applicants and recipients

* changes in grants management requirements
e other pertinent general grants information

Sign up here: EPA Grants Info Listserv



https://epa.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=44559c1baf13258a6defcb2f1&id=3d306f3ceb

EPA’s Office of Grants and Debarment has issued
RAIN-2020-G02 EPA Frequent Questions on Grant Issues in Response

to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Public Health Emergency

FQs relating to:

* Grant procedures

* Allowable costs

e Disruption of operations

* Procurements

* Extensions

* Grant competitions

e Suspension and debarment


https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2020-g02

200

e See Guidance for Grants and Agreements
published in the Federal Register for details

* Sec. 200.216 and 200.340 went into effect August 13,
2020

e See RAIN-2020-G0O5 for details



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/08/13/2020-17468/guidance-for-grants-and-agreements
https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2020-g05

pplica nts

e See Section 11 of the Competition Policy

e Limitations on what can be discussed and when

* Pre-proposal Assistance
— Many programs will post Q&As on a website

— Some programs offer conference calls/webinars
where applicants can ask questions

— This type of information is usually in Section IV or VII
of announcements, if applicable


https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-order-57005a1-epas-policy-competition-assistance-agreements

Communications with Applicants

* EPA can:

— Answer alopllcant eligibility questions-if uncertain if

you are eligible or your project is eligible ask before
proposal submission

— Clarify info on administrative aspects of proposal
submission

— Respond to requests for clarification of the
announcement

NOTE: Clarifications that result in changes to the
announcement must be communicated (via

modification to the announcement) to all potential
applicants



Applicants

* EPA cannot:
— Offer to write applications for applicants

— Review or comment on draft applications

— Provide information on the Agency’s approach to
evaluating applications beyond what is described in
Section V of the announcement

— Provide a competitive advantage to any applicant
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rants.gov

* Find current competitive opportunities

— Synopses includes important info: funding amounts,
eligible entities, submission deadline, and more

* Searchable by Assistance Listing number (CFDA number),
keyword, agency, type of entity, etc
— Discretionary Competitive Grant Programs at EPA

— OAR’s American Rescue Plan competition will be listed
under 66.034 and linked from
https://www.epa.gov/amtic/american-rescue-plan

e Sign up for automatic notifications of opportunities



https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-discretionary-grant-programs
https://www.epa.gov/amtic/american-rescue-plan

Applying on Grants.gov

e Apply online using Grants.gov (required for initial
application)

— Must Register — Obtain Unique Entity Identifier (e.g.
DUNS), register with SAM, Setup Username/password,
authorization

—> Please Note: As of April 2022, the DUNS number will no longer be
the official identifier for doing business with the U.S. Government.
Information about this transition can be found at The U.S. General
Services Administration (GSA)’s website. See EPA’s RAIN-2021-GO1.

— Ensure when you apply for an opportunity that the DUNS
listed on the application is assigned to your organization; if
it isn’t you may be deemed ineligible



https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/organization/federal-acquisition-service/office-of-systems-management/integrated-award-environment-iae/iae-information-kit/unique-entity-identifier-update
https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2021-g01

Workspace

 Workspace is the only method of submitting
an application
— Reuse forms & auto-populate data
— Collaborative
— Detect errors earlier

— Best submission process for users with connectivity
issues

e Learn more about Workspace

View our recorded webinar training about Workspace



https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview.html
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grantsgov-workspace-training-grant-applicants-and-recipients
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Customize your Grants.gow appartunity subscriptions, including expanded criferia for saved searches and the ability to view and manage exdsting
subscripfions. To subscribe fo Grants gov email notifications, users must first create a Grants.gow account. Don't worry - the account registration procass
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Custom Email Notifications

When you create a Grants.gov account, you can customize the typs of emsil notifications you receive. Log in and click the Bnks below to
subscribe to news updates about system enhancements, nofifications about sawed searches and new funding cpportunifies, and more.

» Subscribe to Grants.gow Mews
Receive Alerts and Newsletters containing updates about systermn enhancemenis and training resources

» Subscribe to all new grant opporfunities
Receive a daily email listing all new grant epparfunities

» Subscribe to opportunities
Receive notifications when changes are made to a specific opportunity's forecast, synopsis andlor packages

» Subscribe to saved searches for grant opportunities
Receive notifications for new opportunities matching saved search criteria

For more information on Grants.gov Subscriptions, please review the Connect with Grants.gow help article.

Unsubscribe from Email Notifications
Log in and unsubscribs from one (or more) of your Grants.gov emai notfications. We strongly recommend that you stay subscribed to
Grants.gov Alerts so that you will receive fime-sensitive updates about the Grants gov system.

» Unsubscribe from Grants gov email notifications
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* EPA Program Office Websites

— In addition to Grants.gov, some program office websites have
funding opportunity information (ex: Office of Air and Radiation:
http://www.epa.gov/grants/air-grants-and-funding)

— ARP RFA will also be posted to https://www.epa.gov/amtic/american-
rescue-plan

* Assistance Listings/Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance (CFDA):
— https://sam.gov/content/assistance-listings
— Read more about assistance programs

— Typical funding amounts, types of projects funded, eligible entities,
and more

— ARP will be using assistance listing 66.034



http://www.epa.gov/grants/air-grants-and-funding
https://www.epa.gov/amtic/american-rescue-plan
https://sam.gov/content/assistance-listings

* Competition Resources

e Grants.gov Resources

— Applicant Resources

— Organization Registration

— Grants.gov User Guide

— Workspace Information



https://www.epa.gov/grants/grant-competition-resources
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants.html
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/organization-registration.html
https://www.grants.gov/help/html/help/index.htm?callingApp=custom#t=GetStarted%2FGetStarted.htm
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview.html

Ications

* Each funding opportunity announcement has unique
instructions and requirements

e Read the announcement for:

— Eligibility information, deadlines, application content,
review criteria, and more

 EPA’s Competition Policy

— Familiarize yourself with EPA’s policy on competition



https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-order-57005a1-epas-policy-competition-assistance-agreements

ncement for ARP

* Request for Application (RFA)

— Submission includes all forms and certifications
necessary for award

— EPA’s standard type of solicitation

— For a list of forms, see RAIN 2018-G07 Full
Application Submission with Initial Proposal
Submission Requirement



https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2018-g07

nts/Highlights

—>See OMB Format in Title 2 of the CFR

* Section |: Program Description
Describes:
— types of projects
— what the application has to address


https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/appendix-Appendix%20I%20to%20Part%20200

Announcement Content/Highlights

e Section ll: Federal Award Information
— expected number of awards
— expected funding amount

e Section lll: Eligibility Info
— list of eligible entities

— Cost share/matching requirements if any

— Threshold eligibility criteria:

may include legal, policy, relevance, programmatic, administrative,
and/or financial criteria that have the effect of making an
applicant, application, or project eligible or ineligible for award



e Section IV: Application and Submission Info
— Content and form of application

e Address Section | (program info), Section Il (threshold
criteria) and Section V (evaluation criteria)

— Submission method (electronically through grants.gov is
required for initial applications)

— Submission dates and times

* Open period is at least 45 calendar days for competitions over
S100K

— Pay attention to deadlines and page limits
— Administrative and National Policy Requirements



http://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-solicitation-clauses

e Section V: Application Review Info
— Ranking criteria
 Criteria used to evaluate applications

* Must address ranking criteria in applications such as
— Programmatic Capability
— Past Performance under grants

— Environmental Results-plan for measuring progress towards
achieving outputs/outcomes

— Timely Expenditure of Grant Funds
— Budget and Leveraging
— Technical approach

e Other factors (in some announcements)
— Review and selection process



ighlights

e Section VI: Federal Award Administration Info
— Award notices
— Federal Award Requirements

— Reporting requirements

— Dispute Resolution Process and Debriefings
* Debriefings are used for constructive feedback



http://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-solicitation-clauses
http://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-solicitation-clauses

ighlights

 Section VII: Federal Awarding Agency Contacts

— Who to contact with questions about the funding
opportunity

e Section VIII: Other Information
— This section is optional



ons

* EPA occasionally modifies announcements
— Due dates, clarification of requirements, etc

e Automatic Notification

— Sign up on Grants.gov for automatic notification of
modifications to specific announcements

— Modifications posted on Grants.gov

— OAR will also post any changes to
https://www.epa.gov/amtic/american-rescue-plan and
https://www.epa.gov/grants/air-grants-and-funding



https://www.epa.gov/amtic/american-rescue-plan
https://www.epa.gov/grants/air-grants-and-funding

Competitive Process

1. EPA prepares announcement

2. EPA posts announcement on program office
website and grants.gov

3. EPA receives applications from applicants
4. EPA evaluates applications and makes selections
5. Issues awards

Note: Award Official will check the Federal Awardee
Performance and Integrity Information System (FAPIIS) prior to
award to ensure applicant is qualified (see 2 CFR 200.205)



Competitive Grants:
Review & Selection Process

The EPA evaluation team, which will include EPA
Headquarters and Regional staff, will review each eligible
application.

The EPA evaluation team will score and rank the proposals
using the evaluation criteria outlined in the request for
applications (RFA).

The EPA evaluation team will provide preliminary funding

recommendations to the EPA Selection Official based on
the proposal scores.

The EPA Selection Official will make final funding decisions
based on ranking, preliminary recommendations of the
evaluation team, and other potential factors.
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American Rescue Plan Competition

* Target Dates

— Fall 2021 - Post RFA
— Late December 2021 - Close Announcement

— Summer 2022 — Award Grants

Air Grants and Funding | US EPA and
https://www.epa.gov/amtic/american-rescue-plan



https://www.epa.gov/grants/air-grants-and-funding
https://www.epa.gov/amtic/american-rescue-plan

Introduction to EPA Grants: Questions & Answers

Instructions: Reminders:
* Please raise your hand or enter your * Questions should be about the general EPA
guestion into the chat. grants process and not the specific
. technical requirements of the upcoming
* Keep your microphone on mute when not ARP competitive grant.
speaking.
- * Later this fall, EPA anticipates holding
off. competitive grant once the RFA is posted.
Open Mic * EPA will post a recording of this webinar
Chat On/Off

and the slides at
https://www.epa.gov/amtic/american-
rescue-plan. We will email a link to all
registered attendees after we update the
website.

View Raise Video Leave
Participants Hand On/Off the Meeting


https://www.epa.gov/amtic/american-rescue-plan
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