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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 9 provides annual funding opportunities for
federally recognized Tribal governments to support drinking water and wastewater infrastructure. Outlined
below is information about our water infrastructure programs, eligibility, and funding.

Drinking Water Tribal Set-Aside Program
The Drinking Water Tribal Set-Aside Program (DWTSA) provides annual Eligible DWTSA
funding for federally recognized Tribes for public drinking water projects.
DWTSA funds come from a 2% set-aside of the Safe Drinking Water Act
(SDWA) State Revolving Loan Fund (SRF) program. To see the EPA’s
2026 request for proposals, go to www.epa.gov/tribal-pacific-sw/epa-
acific-southwest-region-9-drinking-water-tribal-set-aside-program.

The last day to apply to this round is December 5, 2025.

activities include:
e Projects that meet national
drinking water standards
* New drinking water sources
- Storage, treatment, and
distribution

é;] Ineligible activities include:
e Operations and maintenance

* Monitoring

e Land acquisition
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The highest priority projects are selected for funding based on risks to public health. Funds are provided as
direct grants to federally recognized Tribes or through interagency agreements with the U.S. Indian Health
Service (IHS). During FY25, the EPA awarded over $23 million for drinking water infrastructure
improvements to Tribes in Region 9.

Clean Water Indian Set-Aside Program

The Clean Water Indian Set-Aside Program (CWISA) provides annual Eligible CWISA
funding for federally recognized Tribes for planning, design, and activities include:
construction of wastewater infrastructure projects. CWISA funds come - Interceptor sewers
from a 2% set-aside of the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund (SRF). o

) ) ) * Infiltration/inflow correction
To apply for funding, Tribes must first contact their IHS Area Office

(www.ihs.gov/dsfc/staff) to find out whether their wastewater needs Ineligible activities include:
qualify for entry on the IHS Sanitation Deficiency System (SDS) list, * Operations and maintenance
which identifies sanitation problems in Tribal homes. The program is * Emergency repairs

noncompetitive, and no matching funds are required. The funds are
awarded annually, based on wastewater project needs on the SDS
list, per interagency agreements with the IHS or through direct grants
to federally recognized Tribes.




Example Project: La Posta Pump House

This project, for the La Posta Band of
Mission Indians, was designed to address
insufficient flow for a community of
seven homes. The flowrate did not allow
the utility to adequately flush the water
system, which can lead to debris and
bacteria in the watermain. The project
included the construction of a small wood
framed insulated pump house on a concrete
slab, the installation of a skid mounted
pumping system with electrical controls,
and an electrical meter upgrade. The EPA
contributed approximately $200,000. This
project successfully increased the flushing
rate from 1.92 ft/sec to greater than 3.0 ft/
sec to meet recommended guidelines.

Pump skid with a small pump for
normal daily use and larger pumps

for flushing.

Pump House with vault in background.
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Tribal Infrastructure Section Manager

Emmanuelle Rapicavoli
(415) 972-3969
rapicavoli.emmanuelle@epa.gov

EPA Program Contacts

Coordinator, Drinking Water Tribal Set-Aside and
Clean Water Indian Set-Aside Programs

Nancy Sockabasin
(415) 972-3772
sockabasin.nancy@epa.gov

California
CAPT J. David Mazorra, P.E.
(916) 212-8973
david.mazorra@ihs.gov

IHS Area Office Contacts

Navajo
CAPT Lyle Setwyn, PE.
(928) 871-5882
lyle.setwyn@ihs.gov

Tucson
Adam E. Hughes, P.E., M.Eng.
(520) 295-5642
adam.hughes@ihs.gov

Phoenix (includes Nevada)
CDR John Kathol, P.E.
(602) 541-5636
john.kathol@ihs.gov






