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Implementation Plan

Partner Name Current as of (date)
Columbia Gas of Virginia, Inc. Sep 23, 2021

Partner Implementation Manager

Name:

Title:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Telephone/Fax: E-mail:

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The public reporting and recordkeeping burden for this
collection of information is estimated to average 37 hours for each response. Send comments on the Agency's
need for this information, the accuracy of the provided burden estimates, and any suggested methods for
minimizing respondent burden, including through the use of automated collection techniques to the Director,
Collection Strategies Division, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (2822T), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW,
Washington, D.C. 20460. Include the OMB control number in any correspondence. Do not send the completed
form to this address.
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Natural Gas STAR Methane Challenge Program
Implementation Plan

Partner Methane Challenge Commitments?
BMP Commitment Option
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Source Start Date
Onshore Production
Pneumatic Controllers
Fixed Roof, Atmospheric Pressure Hydrocarbon Liquid Storage Tanks
Gathering and Boosting
Pneumatic Controllers
Fixed Roof, Atmospheric Pressure Hydrocarbon Liquid Storage Tanks
Reciprocating Compressors - Rod Packing Vent
Centrifugal Compressors - Venting
Natural Gas (NG) Processing
Reciprocating Compressors - Rod Packing Vent
Centrifugal Compressors - Venting
NG Transmission & Underground Storage
Reciprocating Compressors - Rod Packing Vent
Centrifugal Compressors - Venting
Transmission Pipeline Blowdowns between Compressor Stations
Pneumatic Controllers
NG Distribution
Mains — Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel (Commitment Rate: )
Services — Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel
Distribution Pipeline Blowdowns (Commitment Rate: )
Excavation Damages Jan 1, 2020

Achievement Year

2021

Partner Methane Challenge Commitments

ONE Future Emissions Intensity Commitment Option

Segment: ‘ Intensity Target: ‘

‘ Target Year:

! Partners may delete unused rows within the table, and may duplicate rows and add relevant details as needed (e.g., a corporate parent
partner that has different commitments for each LDC can duplicate relevant rows to list the commitments for each LDC).
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Natural Gas STAR Methane Challenge Program
Implementation Plan

Milestones/Timeframes for Meeting Commitments

Provide information on steps for achieving commitments such as anticipated rate of progress, key milestones, or other
context (e.g., referencing work to be done during the next planned shutdown of a facility).

As a Methane Challenge Founding Partner, Columbia Gas of Virginia's original commitment was the following:

a. Best Management Practice (BMP): Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel Main Replacement

b. Commitment Rate: 6.5% of Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel Main Inventory Replaced or Retired Annually
c. Commitment Start Date: April 1, 2016

d. Commitment Achievement Year: 2021

As part of our pledge to periodically assess opportunities in the Program, we do not expect to achieve the main
replacement BMP in the target year and instead commit to the following:

a. Best Management Practice (BMP): Excavation Damages
b. Commitment Start Date: January 1, 2020
c. Commitment Achievement Year: 2021

While we do not expect to achieve the aggressive 6.5% main replacement/retirement rate in 2021, we note that
Columbia Gas of Virginia eliminated its cast iron mains in 2015, we have reduced our remaining unprotected steel
mains to only 2% of our inventory, and have reduced our fugitive methane emissions from mains and services by
approximately 31% from 2005 levels based on EPA emission factors.

We will continue replacing and retiring unprotected steel mains through the Steps to Advance Virginia's Energy
(SAVE) Program. For example, in 2020, Columbia Gas of Virginia replaced and retired nine miles of unprotected
steel mains.

Columbia Gas of Virginia has a robust Damage Prevention program, and the Excavation Damages BMP is an
appropriate substitute commitment. We received Gold Shovel Standard Certification in 2020, which will help raise
the bar for excavation safety performance and reduce dig-ins throughout the company’s service territories by:

- Requiring all contractors performing excavation services to be Gold Shovel Standard (GSS) Certifie d

- Enhancing our damage prevention data and analytics capabilities . GSS will give us enhanced damage
prevention metrics and access to tools that will help us better track, analyze and measure contractor performance.

- Helping to keep our employees, customers and communities safe. Current GSS data shows NiSource
contractors that are already GSS Certified have a damage per 1,000 ticket rate of 1.40 versus 2.42 for non-GSS
Certified contractors.

Thank you for implementing the Methane Challenge Program and allowing us to continue our participation in this
program.
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Natural Gas STAR Methane Challenge Program
Implementation Plan

Additional Information/Context (optional)

Use this space, if desired, to provide other information about Program participation, such as plans for expanding Methane

Challenge commitments, how historical actions informed Methane Challenge commitments, or other information on how the
Program will be implemented.
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     a. Best Management Practice (BMP): Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel Main Replacement 
     b. Commitment Rate: 6.5% of Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel Main Inventory Replaced or Retired Annually 
     c. Commitment Start Date: April 1, 2016 
     d. Commitment Achievement Year: 2021 
 
As part of our pledge to periodically assess opportunities in the Program, we do not expect to achieve the main replacement BMP in the target year and instead commit to the following:
 
     a. Best Management Practice (BMP): Excavation Damages
     b. Commitment Start Date: January 1, 2020
     c. Commitment Achievement Year: 2021
 
While we do not expect to achieve the aggressive 6.5% main replacement/retirement rate in 2021, we note that Columbia Gas of Virginia eliminated its cast iron mains in 2015, we have reduced our remaining unprotected steel mains to only 2% of our inventory, and have reduced our fugitive methane emissions from mains and services by approximately 31% from 2005 levels based on EPA emission factors.
 
We will continue replacing and retiring unprotected steel mains through the Steps to Advance Virginia's Energy (SAVE) Program. For example, in 2020, Columbia Gas of Virginia replaced and retired nine miles of unprotected steel mains.
 
Columbia Gas of Virginia has a robust Damage Prevention program, and the Excavation Damages BMP is an appropriate substitute commitment. We received Gold Shovel Standard Certification in 2020, which will help raise the bar for excavation safety performance and reduce dig-ins throughout the company’s service territories by:
 
- Requiring all contractors performing excavation services to be Gold Shovel Standard (GSS) Certified
 
- Enhancing our damage prevention data and analytics capabilities. GSS will give us enhanced damage prevention metrics and access to tools that will help us better track, analyze and measure contractor performance.
 
- Helping to keep our employees, customers and communities safe. Current GSS data shows NiSource contractors that are already GSS Certified have a damage per 1,000 ticket rate of 1.40 versus 2.42 for non-GSS Certified contractors.
 
Thank you for implementing the Methane Challenge Program and allowing us to continue our participation in this program.
	additional-text: 


