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The TCEQ provided a letter to UPRR dated August 22, 2018 containing comments on the concrete cap seep and 

planned repairs.  Below are the TCEQ comments contained in that letter and UPRR responses to those 

comments: 

 If significant amounts of tar-like substance are removed and disposed of by a remediation contractor, then 

the Status Update should include at a minimum: the amount of material removed, identify of the 

location(s) where the material was removed, and the manifest identifying the final disposition of the 

material. 

Response:  The UPRR remediation contractor has recovered approximately one-half of a 55-gallon drum 

(approx. 25-30 gallons) of the thick, tar-like substance that has seeped to the surface over the past 12 

months.  The seeps appear to be active during the warmer months of the year, and not active during the 

cooler months.  The recovery method includes scraping the concrete surface with flat-bladed shovels.  This 

method generally allows recovery of approximately 0.5-gallon to 1 gallon per event.  The location of the tar-

like substance seeps has been noted within parking slots B100 to B109 (see Attachment A - Figure 1 for the 

general location).  Since there has been less than a full drum recovered during the scraping events, the 

material has been accumulated in a 55-gallon drum that is stored within the Englewood Intermodal Yard.  The 

drum contents will be disposed of when nearly full.  Upon disposal, UPRR will provide the waste manifest in 

the subsequent monthly update. 

 Please provide details on the revised response action design to address future subsurfacing of the tar-like 

substance. 

Response:  Golder developed a response action design to address the tar-like substance seeps present in 

the B100 to B109 parking slots.  The preliminary design drawings are provided in Attachment B of this letter.  

The preliminary design consists of the following: 

o Saw cut and remove the asphalt or concrete cover (approximately 1,395 square feet of area); 

o Excavate the existing road base, soil and debris to a depth of approximately 5 feet below grade.  

The estimated volume of material to be removed is approximately 215 cubic yards (in-place).  

The excavated material will be placed in roll-off boxes, profiled for disposal, and disposed at a 

permitted landfill facility; 

o Place a geotextile fabric at the base of the excavation, overlain with approximately 3 feet of high 

permeability fill (i.e., gravel) to allow the collection of non-aqueous phase liquid (NAPL) in the 

NAPL collection zone; 

o Install a vertical 24-in diameter (or similar) HDPE plastic pipe to a depth of 5 feet below grade, 

with slotted pipe/perforations in the lower 3 feet of the pipe to allow the recovery of NAPL that 

may collect in the NAPL collection zone; and 

o Backfill the remaining 24 inches of the excavation with a combination of compacted select fill, 

compacted base material, and reinforced concrete to return the ground surface for parking of the 

container trailers. 

Modifications to the design may be made prior to or during the construction phase depending on field 

conditions. 

The preliminary design described above was developed based on information gathered from three soil 

borings (SB-1 B108, SB-2 B105, and SB-3 B100 (boring logs provided in Attachment C)) conducted in the 
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seep area (see Attachment A – Figure 1 for locations).  The boring logs indicate the presence of a NAPL 

saturated zone (NAPL described as a black rubbery material) approximately three feet below grade.  Prior to 

implementing the proposed remedial action, Golder plans to conduct test pits in the area of the planned 

response action, and at two other areas where small tar-like material seeps have been noted over the past 

month (parking slots B13 and B57 (Attachment A – Figure 1)), as discussed in the following response.  Once 

the test pits have been conducted and information gathered from the test pits have been evaluated, UPRR 

will then revise the proposed response action as necessary and submit the proposed remediation design to 

remediation contractors to provide bids and implement the design (subject to revisions based on the test pits). 

 UPRR has asked for and received numerous extensions to complete the design and implementation of 

the concrete cap repairs.  The TCEQ is concerned that repairs to the concrete cap are taking much longer 

than necessary.  The TCEQ requests that all repairs to the concrete cap be completed by the end of 

September 2018. 

Response:  The delays in implementing the propose response action design have been driven based on changing 

field conditions during the hottest months of the year where the seeps appear to be more active.  In mid to late 

July 2018, two small seeps of the tar-like material (parking slots B13 and B59) were identified during the weekly 

site visits further east of the primary area (slots B100-B109) where the seeps have been noted.  In response, prior 

to implementing the proposed response action design, UPRR proposes to conduct test pits in both the primary 

area and the two new areas to preliminarily evaluate potential seepage into the excavation and evaluate response 

options for the two new areas.  The proposed locations of the test pits are shown on Figure 1 (Attachment A).  

Dimensions of the test pits will be approximately 4 to 5 feet deep, 2 feet wide and 6 feet long.  Excavated material 

will be placed in roll-off boxes, profiled and disposed of at a permitted landfill facility.  Each test pit will be left open 

for about 24 hours to observe seepage of the tar-like substance over that time period, and then backfilled with 

clean fill and asphalt pavement placed at the surface.   

The remediation contractor is anticipated to initiate the test pit excavations during the week of September 10, 

2018 (depending on weather).  Following the test pit excavation, the information gathered will be used to revise 

the preliminary response action design as necessary for implementation.  Based on the planned activities, below 

is an estimated schedule to address the tar seeps (subject to change depending on field conditions and the final 

contractor schedule): 

 September 10-12, 2018 – Conduct test pits, evaluate data 

 September 21, 2018 – Revise propose response action design, as needed 

 September 28, 2018 – Submit request for bids to potential remediation contractors 

 October 12, 2018 – Select remediation contractor to implement the proposed response action design 

 October 22, 2108 – Begin construction of the response action design.  Completion of the response action 

will be dependent on field conditions.   

Once the repairs to the concrete cap have been completed, UPRR will submit an Updated PRACR summarizing 

the repairs to both caps.  Per our call between TCEQ, UPRR and Golder on Monday, August 27th, we discussed 

that the repairs to the concrete cap would be more extensive and that given the need for the test pits, that the 

repairs would not likely be completed by the end of September 2018.  Therefore, UPRR respectfully requests the 

TCEQ to extend the requested completion date based on the proposed schedule stated above.  UPRR will keep 

the TCEQ updated on the proposed activities for the concrete capped area.   
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