
 

    
  

          
 

              
               

          

 

                
            

               
             

                  
        

               
              

                
             

        

                 
             

             
              

              
       

              
           

              
             

 

                 
   

         

         
 

              
            

             
           

            
            

          
             

May 2023 

National Tribal Water Program Updates 

News and Announcements 

EPA Proposes to Establish First-Time Clean Water Act Protections for Over 
250 Tribes 

On May 3, EPA announced proposed federal baseline water quality standards for waterbodies on Indian 
reservations that do not have Clean Water Act standards, ensuring protections for over half a million 
people living on Indian reservations as well as critical aquatic ecosystems. 

Press Release 

Fifty years ago, Congress established a goal in the Clean Water Act (CWA) that waters should support 
fishing and swimming wherever attainable. All states and 47 Tribes have established standards 
consistent with that goal. However, the majority of U.S. Tribes with Indian reservations lack such water 
quality standards. This proposal would extend the same framework of water quality protection that 
currently exists for most other waters of the United States to waters of over 250 Tribes and is the 
result of decades of coordination and partnership with Tribes. 

If finalized, this proposal would safeguard water quality on Indian reservations until Tribes are able to 
adopt their own CWA standards for their water bodies. EPA estimates this proposed water quality 
standard will increase protections for 76,000 miles of rivers and streams and 1.9 million acres of lakes, 
reservoirs, and other open surface waters within Indian reservations, protecting aquatic life and the 
health of over half-a-million residents living within reservation boundaries. 

Water quality standards define the goals for the condition of a water body by (1) designating its uses, 
such as fishing and swimming, (2) establishing maximum levels (or water quality “criteria”) for 
pollutants that protect those uses, and (3) outlining policies that protect water quality from 
degradation. The proposed baseline WQS would provide a common set of designated uses, criteria, and 
antidegradation policies for Tribal waters, with certain built-in flexibilities to enable EPA to tailor the 
standards where needed to best protect local circumstances. 

This proposal carries out the commitments to honor the federal trust responsibility and protect Tribal 
water resources outlined in EPA’s 2021 action plan, Strengthening the Nation-to-Nation Relationship 
with Tribes to Secure a Sustainable Water Future. It also delivers on the Biden-Harris Administration’s 
commitment to uphold the United States’ treaty and trust responsibilities to the 574 federally 
recognized Tribes. 

The Agency will accept comments on this proposal for 90 days. EPA will also hold two online public 
hearings on this proposal. 

Click here for more information on the rule proposal. 

EPA Announces Request for Applications to Support the National Tribal 
Water Council 

EPA’s Office of Water is now accepting applications for a multi-year cooperative agreement to support 
the efforts of the National Tribal Water Council (NTWC), composed of tribal governmental 
representatives. The NTWC works to provide a unique platform to facilitate and enhance tribal 
participation, input, training, and information exchange among tribes; promote sharing of technical 
information and best management practices to improve and preserve water quality and provide 
adequate sanitation and safe drinking water in tribal communities; identify and analyze high-priority, 
water-related issues and actions from tribal perspectives; encourage the development and 
enhancement of tribal water resource protection programs; and raise tribal water program issues to 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-proposes-establish-first-time-clean-water-act-protections-over-250-tribes
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-10/2021-ow-tribal-action-plan_508_0.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/wqs-tech/promulgation-tribal-baseline-water-quality-standards-under-clean-water-act
http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/ntwc
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EPA and offer input on national water policy initiatives affecting tribes. For additional information 
about the NTWC, please visit: www.nau.edu/ntwc. 

Eligible applicants include states, local governments, federally recognized Indian tribes, intertribal 
consortia, territories, possessions of the United States (including the District of Columbia), public and 
private universities and colleges, hospitals, laboratories, and public or private nonprofit institutions. 
The total amount of expected funding available under this announcement is approximately $1,610,500. 
EPA anticipates that one award will be made under this announcement, with an anticipated project 
period of five years. 

The Request for Applications (RFA) is viewable here: 
RFA to Support the NTWC (pdf) 

Applications must be submitted electronically to EPA via www.grants.gov on or before 11:59 pm 
Eastern Time on July 31, 2023 to be considered for funding. Additional information is available on 
www.grants.gov under Funding Opportunity Announcement EPA-OW-IO-23-01. 

Click here to apply. 

Please submit written questions on or before 11:59 pm Eastern Time on July 17, 2023, via email with 
EPA-OW-IO-23-01 in the subject line to tribalwater@epa.gov. 

Click here for more information. 

EPA Invests $41 million to Help Communities Access Resources for Critical 
Water Infrastructure 

EPA has selected nine water technical assistance (WaterTA) providers to receive over $41 million to 
help small, rural, and Tribal communities access funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) to address urgent water infrastructure challenges. 
Communities interested in participating in the Rural, Small, and Tribal Wastewater Technical 
Assistance Grant Program are encouraged to reach out directly to the grantees or request technical 
assistance through EPA’s new WaterTA request form. 

Press Release 

Click here for more information on requesting technical assistance. 

Click here to learn more about tools, training, and resources for small, rural, Tribal wastewater 
systems. 

Biden-Harris Administration Announces $177 Million for 17 New Technical 
Assistance Centers Across the Nation to Help Communities Access Historic 
Investments to Advance Environmental Justice 

On April 13, EPA announced the selection of 17 Environmental Justice Thriving Communities Technical 
Assistance Centers (EJ TCTACs) in partnership with the U.S. Department of Energy that will receive 
$177 million to help underserved and overburdened communities across the country access funds from 
President Biden’s Investing in America agenda, including historic investments to advance environmental 
justice. 

Press Release 

Each of the technical assistance centers will receive at least $10 million to remove barriers and 
improve accessibility for communities with environmental justice concerns. With this critical 
investment, these centers will provide training and other assistance to build capacity for navigating 
federal grant application systems, writing strong grant proposals, and effectively managing grant 
funding. In addition, these centers will provide guidance on community engagement, meeting 
facilitation, and translation and interpretation services for limited English-speaking participants, thus 
removing barriers and improving accessibility for communities with environmental justice concerns. 
Each of the technical assistance centers will also create and manage communication channels to ensure 
all communities have direct access to resources and information. 

EPA will deliver these resources in collaboration with the U.S. Department of Energy, whose funding 
allows the EJ TCTACs to provide support for identifying community opportunities for clean energy 
transition and financing options, including public-private partnerships supporting clean energy 
demonstration, deployment, workforce development and outreach opportunities that advance energy 
justice objectives. 

As part of this effort, EPA has selected three national EJ TCTACs that will provide additional assistance 

http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/ntwc
https://files.constantcontact.com/9aed3456701/e9de4ee2-2b98-43d1-9402-842fc741169c.pdf
http://www.grants.gov
http://www.grants.gov
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=EPA-OW-IO-23-01
mailto:tribalwater@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/tribalwater/request-applications-support-national-tribal-water-council
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-invests-41-million-new-technical-assistance-help-communities-address-wastewater
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/water-technical-assistance
https://www.epa.gov/small-and-rural-wastewater-systems/tools-training-and-technical-assistance-small-and-rural#training
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-177-million-17-new-technical-assistance-centers


         

    
    
    

           

     

        

              
           

         

              
                

              
                

            
       

         
  

        
             

          
            

          

             
 

              
 

              
           

             

       

  

    

              
            

             
          
              

           
    

     
 
 

              
    

      

                
          

    

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

across the country, with particular capacity to assist Tribes, including: 

• International City/County Management Association 
• Institute for Sustainable Communities 
• National Indian Health Board 

Additional award information for each selectee will be announced in Summer 2023. 

Click here for more information. 

EPA Seeking Nominations to the Good Neighbor Environmental Board 

EPA invites tribal nominations from a diverse range of qualified candidates to be considered for 
appointment to its Good Neighbor Environmental Board (GNEB) . Approximately ten vacancies are 
expected to be filled by December 2023. 

The GNEB is a federal advisory committee chartered under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), 
Public Law 92-463. GNEB was created in 1992 by the Enterprise for the Americas Initiative Act, Public 
Law 102-532, 7 USC Section 5404. Implementing authority was delegated to the Administrator of EPA 
under Executive Order 12916. The GNEB is charged by statute with submitting an annual report to the 
President on the need for implementation of environmental and infrastructure projects within the 
states of the United States contiguous to Mexico. 

For more information and instructions on how to apply: 
Federal Register Notice 

The following criteria will be used to evaluate nominees: 
Representative of a sector or group that helps to shape border-region environmental policy or 
represents a group that is affected by border region environmental policy 
Has extensive professional knowledge and experience with the issues that the GNEB examines 
(i.e., environmental and infrastructure issues), including the bi-national dimension of these 
issues 
Demonstrates senior level experience that will bring a new and relevant approach to the 
board’s deliberations 
Ability to work in a consensus building process with a wide range of representatives from 
diverse constituencies 
Ability to contribute approximately 10 to 15 hours per month to the GNEB’s activities, including 
the attendance at meetings and participating in the development of advice letters/reports 
Demonstrate the potential for active and constructive involvement in the GNEB’s work 

Click here for more information about the GNEB . 

Public Engagement Opportunities 

Consumer Confidence Report Rule Revisions 

On March 28, 2023, EPA announced a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that would strengthen the 
Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) Rule making annual drinking water quality reports with important 
public health information more accessible to residents and businesses across the country. A Consumer 
Confidence Report, sometimes called an “Annual Drinking Water Quality Report,” summarizes 
information about the local drinking water for the previous year. EPA’s proposal would support public 
education by more clearly communicating important information in water quality reports and 
improving access to the reports. 

Proposed Rule - Federal Register Notice 
Fact Sheet 
Press Release 

EPA is requesting public comment on the proposed regulation. Public comments can be provided via 
www.regulations.gov under Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OW-2022-0260. 

Close of Comment Period: May 22, 2023. 

EPA held two informational webinars about the proposed Revised CCR Rule on April 12, 2023, and April 
20, 2023. Webinar materials and recordings will be made available online. 

Click here for more information. 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-technical-assistance-centers
https://www.epa.gov/faca/gneb
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/20/2023-05596/request-for-nominations-to-the-good-neighbor-environmental-board
https://www.epa.gov/faca/gneb
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/05/2023-06674/national-primary-drinking-water-regulations-consumer-confidence-report-rule-revisions
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/CCR3_NPRM Public Factsheet_3.13.23_508.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-proposal-improve-public-awareness-drinking-water-quality
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/ccr/consumer-confidence-report-rule-revisions
https://www.epa.gov/ccr/consumer-confidence-report-rule-revisions


         

             
              

               
              

        

            
             

              
             

      

     
 
 

           

      

                 
        

             

    

      

              
         
           

           
                

                
       

        
 

           

      

               
             
             

                
             

    

 

       

              
            

             
              

              
             

   

             

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Steam Electric Power Generating Effluent Guidelines - 2023 Proposed Rule 

EPA is proposing to strengthen the wastewater discharge standards that apply to coal-fired power 
plants. The agency’s proposal follows the latest science and applies EPA’s authority under the Clean 
Water Act to reduce discharges of toxic metals and other pollutants from these power plants into 
waterbodies. The proposed rule would help protect our nation’s vital water resources that support safe 
drinking water, agriculture, industry, recreation activities, and thriving communities. 

The proposed rule would establish more stringent discharge standards for three wastewaters generated 
at coal fired power plants: flue gas desulfurization wastewater, bottom ash transport water, and 
combustion residual leachate. The proposal would also establish a new set of definitions for various 
legacy wastewaters, which may be present in surface impoundments prior to more stringent limitations 
in a discharge permit going into effect. 

Proposed Rule - Federal Register Notice 
Fact Sheet 
Press Release 

Public comments can be provided via www.regulations.gov under Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OW-2009-0819. 

Close of Comment Period: May 30, 2023 

EPA is simultaneously publishing a direct final rule to extend the deadline for plants to opt-in to the 
2028 early retirement provision promulgated in the 2020 regulation. 

EPA conducted public hearings on the proposed rule on April 20 and 25, 2023. 

Click here for more information. 

Proposed PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation 

On March 14, EPA announced the proposed National Primary Drinking Water Regulation (NPDWR) for six 
PFAS including perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS), perfluorononanoic 
acid (PFNA), hexafluoropropylene oxide dimer acid (HFPO-DA, commonly known as GenX Chemicals), 
perfluorohexane sulfonic acid (PFHxS), and perfluorobutane sulfonic acid (PFBS). The proposed PFAS 
NPDWR does not require any actions until it is finalized. EPA anticipates finalizing the regulation by the 
end of 2023. EPA expects that if fully implemented, the rule will prevent thousands of deaths and 
reduce tens of thousands of serious PFAS-attributable illnesses. 

PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation Federal Register Notice 
Press Release 

Public comments can be provided via www.regulations.gov under Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OW-2022-0114. 

Close of Comment Period: May 30, 2023. 

EPA held an informational general overview webinar of the proposed PFAS NPDWR on March 16, 2023, 
and another informational webinar about the proposed PFAS NPDWR specifically for water utilities and 
the drinking water professional community on March 29, 2023. Webinar recording and materials are 
posted online. Additionally, EPA held a public hearing on May 4, 2023, where members of the public 
could register to attend and provide verbal comments to EPA on the rule proposal. 

Click here for more information. 

Funding Opportunities 

EPA Announces FY23 Exchange Network Grant Program Solicitation 

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Exchange Network (EN) Grant Program Solicitation Notice (SN) has been 
published to Grants.gov. Additional guidance tools, including optional fillable templates for the cover 
letter, project narrative (work plan), and budget narrative attachment form, plus a new budget 
calculation tool and attachment examples, will shortly be made available for applicants on the EN 
website. Applicants are encouraged to carefully review the new FY23 SN, as significant updates have 
been made since the FY22 version. Information on applicant webinars will be provided shortly. 

View grant solicitation notice. 

The purpose of the Exchange Network (EN) grant program is to foster better environmental 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/29/2023-04984/supplemental-effluent-limitations-guidelines-and-standards-for-the-steam-electric-power-generating
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-03/steam-electric-proposed-rule-factsheet_march-2023.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-proposes-stronger-limits-water-pollution-power-plants
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/eg/2020-steam-electric-reconsideration-rule
https://www.epa.gov/eg/steam-electric-power-generating-effluent-guidelines-2023-proposed-rule#public-hearing
https://www.epa.gov/eg/steam-electric-power-generating-effluent-guidelines
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/29/2023-05471/pfas-national-primary-drinking-water-regulation-rulemaking
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-proposes-first-ever-national-standard-protect-communities
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas
https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=347503
https://Grants.gov
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management and decision-making through increased access to timely, high quality, environmental 
information. An applicant’s proposed project goals and outputs should align with one or more EN 
Funding Areas as described in Section I-B of the SN and EPA’s FY 2022-2026 Strategic Plan. Applicants 
are encouraged to read the full text of the Strategic Plan at: 
https://www.epa.gov/planandbudget/strategicplan. 

Application Deadline: June 2, 2023. 

EPA expects to award 25-35 grants of up to $500,000 each, totaling approximately $9,500,000 in FY23. 
The exact number of grants awarded will depend on the number of applications submitted to EPA by 
the application deadline, the amounts of proposed project budgets, and the quality of proposals. 
Please be aware: award funding thresholds have increased from prior years by $100,000. Individual 
applicants can now request up to $300,000 and eligible EN partnerships can request up to $500,000. 

EPA only accepts project proposals for EN grants submitted electronically through Grants.gov, unless 
applicants have a waiver. Please allow for enough time to successfully submit your application and 
allow for unexpected errors requiring you to resubmit. EPA anticipates that it will announce selection 
decisions around August 2023, and tentatively plans to issue awards by October 2023. 

For more information, please contact: Erin McGown (EN Grants Program Manager) via email at 
ENGrantProgram@epa.gov. 

Click here for additional information about the Exchange Network Grant Program. 

Training, Tools, Workshops, and Webinars 

2023 Tribal NPS Training Webinar Series 

EPA’s Tribal Nonpoint Source (NPS) Program is holding a six-part training webinar series covering a 
variety of programmatic and technical topics to support Tribal NPS management efforts. These 
webinars are intended for current Tribal Clean Water Act section 319 grantees and Tribal water 
program managers and staff interested in learning more about strategies to manage NPS pollution. 
Each webinar will include presentations from Tribal Nations, EPA, and/or NPS partners, and provide an 
opportunity for peer-to-peer Tribal program discussion and knowledge exchange. 

Webinar Flyer 

Building a Tribal NPS Program 
When: February 9, 2023 - View webinar recording & slides 

Incorporating Local & Indigenous Knowledge to Target Tribal NPS Work 
When: February 23, 2023 - View webinar recording & slides 

Adopting the Watershed Approach in Managing NPS Pollution 
When: March 23, 2023; 2:00-4:00 PM ET - View webinar recording & slides 

Integrating Climate Resilience and Hazard Mitigation in Tribal NPS Work 
When: May 4, 2023; 2:00-4:00 PM ET - View webinar recording & slides 

Implementing On-the-Ground Tribal NPS Projects 
When: May 25, 2023; 2:00-4:00 PM ET - Register 

Addressing Agricultural NPS Pollution: Key Partners & Strategies 
When: June 22, 2023; 2:00-4:00 PM ET - Register 

For more information, contact Laura Bachle (laura.bachle@erg.com) or EPA’s Tribal email box 
(tribal319grants@epa.gov). 

Click here for more information. 

Justice40 Wetland Program Development Grants Workshops 

https://www.epa.gov/planandbudget/strategicplan
mailto:ENGrantProgram@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/exchangenetwork/exchange-network-grant-program
https://www.epa.gov/nps/tribal-nonpoint-source-program
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-01/2023 Tribal NPS Webinar Series Flyer.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/nps/tribal-nps-resources-and-training#training
https://www.epa.gov/nps/tribal-nps-resources-and-training#training
https://www.epa.gov/nps/tribal-nps-resources-and-training#training
https://www.epa.gov/nps/tribal-nps-resources-and-training#training
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItf-qurDsqE7ZO8a0l91mw7twG8NysD9w
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItduGtrjgtGdTk_0bY8LHlNrrnOLhZf2M
mailto:laura.bachle@erg.com
mailto:tribal319grants@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/nps/tribal-nps-resources-and-training
https://Grants.gov
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The U.S. EPA Enhancing State and Tribal Wetland Program (ESTP) is conducting a series of five 
workshops for tribes to foster outreach on the Justice40 Initiative and possible updates to the Wetland 
Program Development Grants (WPDGs). The training series is for Tribes and Tribal Coordinators 
interested in learning more about Justice40 and EPA’s Wetland Program Development Grants . 

Webinar Flyer 

Introduction to Justice40 and the Wetland Program Development Grants: EJScreen and CEJST 
Tools 

When: April 4, 2:00 - 3:30 PM ET 

Benefits Methodology and Metrics 
When: April 24, 2:00 - 3:00 PM ET 

Core Element Framework (CEF) Activities and Outcomes Supporting J40 
When: May 9, 2:00 - 3:30 PM ET 
Register 

Communicating Accomplishments 
When: May 23, 2:00 - 3:30 PM ET 
Register 

EPA Summary of Findings and Recommendations 
When: June 6, 2:00 - 4:00 PM ET 
Register 

Click here for more information. 

National Mitigation & Environmental Markets Conference 

The National Mitigation & Environmental Markets Conference is pleased to extend a special invitation 
to Tribal Nations and Indigenous Peoples to join them virtually or in person May 8-11, 2023 in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Staff interested in exploring innovative solutions and approaches to increase 
keystone species and ecological restoration with opportunities for economic and social benefit can join 
virtually for $97 (live and recorded). Those who wish to attend in-person are provided with a special 
rate of $349.50 with some additional scholarships available. Please email 
info@mitigationandenvironmentalmarkets.com for your discount code. 

These discounts are enabled through the assistance of EPA and other supporters. 

There are live streamed workshops, sessions, and a session dedicated to exploring opportunities with 
Tribal Nations and Indigenous Peoples. 

The Mitigation and Environmental Markets Conference (formerly the mitigation banking conference) 
expanded its scope to connect voluntary, compliance and program driven markets in the conservation, 
mitigation and restoration of species, wetlands and streams, water quality, and related environmental 
markets. This independent platform connects and convenes a diverse group of stakeholders that 
provide, regulate, use and invest in ecological solutions, including business, federal, local and state 
governments, Tribal Nations and Indigenous Peoples, nonprofits, landowners, universities as it moves 
throughout the U.S. on an annual basis. 

When: May 8-11, 2023 
Register 

Click here for more information. 

EPA Tools and Resources Webinar Series: 
National Nutrient Inventory 

EPA's Office of Research and Development hosts a monthly public webinar series to translate EPA 
research and share research resources and information that are useful, practical/applied and available 
to meet research needs of states/territories and other entities, such as tribes, local governments, and 
communities. 

On May 17, a webinar on the National Nutrient Inventory is planned. Much of the air and water quality 
degradation we observe in the United States is tied to nitrogen and phosphrous pollution. Nutrient 
pollution contributes to issues like dead zones in the Chesapeake Bay and the Gulf of Mexico and 
ongoing smog/air quality issues in many cities across the country. EPA researchers have developed 
nutrient inventories to track how the likely sources of nutrient pollution from farms, natural areas, and 
cities are evolving through time across the US. These inventories are publicly available and are being 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40/
https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/wetland-program-development-grants-and-epa-wetlands-grant-coordinators
https://files.constantcontact.com/9aed3456701/004287a4-ab61-4ac8-aace-a5e56a6c77f0.pdf
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_N1xD3Qr0QXuY58zKn4woJQ
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_OTEwXrkoSU6vaBqfFMISYw
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_ovVmnDHDSQ2jab-GdK16aw
https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/justice40-and-wetland-program-development-grants
https://mitigationbankingconference.com/
mailto:info@mitigationandenvironmentalmarkets.com
https://mitigationbankingconference.com/register/
http://www.mitigationandenvironmentalmarkets.com


             
             

          

 

             
            

              
            

            
                

               
 

    

      
     

               
             

             
             

            

      
      

 

    

       
      

               
            

                
              

 

      
 

    

   

           
 

                
                 

                
     

                
                

       

                
        

  
  

used by federal, state, and local communities to guide watershed prioritization efforts and nutrient 
reduction strategies. They are also being used as communication tools to highlight successes in 
reducing nutrient pollution and to communicate ongoing and emerging challenges. 

To Register 

This webinar will offer an overview of the nutrient inventory research portfolio – specifically 
highlighting datasets and research available to date. The presentation will highlight the decadal 
progress in decreasing nitrogen and phosphrous pollutions sources across the US in both urban and 
agricultural sectors, likely current nutrient pollution hotspots, and potential means to diminish nutrient 
pollution in these areas. Overall nutrient inventories provide an integrated, intuitive database that 
users can leverage to identify the likely type and size of nutrient pollution sources within their local 
area and provide numbers that stakeholders can work together to achieve desired air and water quality 
restoration goals. 

Click here for more information. 

EPA Small Drinking Water Systems Webinar Series: 
Harmful Algal Blooms and Algal Toxins 

EPA's Office of Research and Development and Office of Water host a webinar series to communicate 
the latest information on solutions for challenges facing small drinking water systems. The series 
allows EPA to communicate directly with states to provide training and foster collaboration and 
dissemination of information. This, in turn, provides states and Tribes with information and resources 
needed to communicate the latest scientific advancements and current guidance to their systems. 

Harmful Algal Blooms and Algal Toxins Webinar 
When: May 30, 2023 2:00-3:00 PM ET 
To Register 

Click here for more information. 

National Association of Wetlands Managers Webinar: Geospatial Mapping 
Tools and Techniques for Tribal Wetland Programs 

The National Association of Wetlands Managers (NAWM) and EPA have worked with tribes to develop a 
series of webinars focused on developing effective Tribal wetland programs that accommodate and 
account for the unique ways in which Tribes manage their wetland and cultural resources. On June 15, 
NAWM will be hosting a webinar on Geospatial Mapping Tools and Techniques for Tribal Wetland 
Programs. 

When: June 15, 2023; 3:00-4:30 PM ET 
To Register 

Click here for more information. 

Past Webinars of Interest 

Revised Definition of “Waters of the United States” (2023 Rule) – 
Training Presentations 

The final "Revised Definition of 'Waters of the United States'" rule was published in the Federal Register 
on January 18, 2023 and the rule took effect on March 20, 2023. To ensure consistent and effective 
implementation of the final rule, EPA and the Department of the Army are developing a series of 
trainings, implementation memoranda, and other resources. 

The agencies hosted a public final rule overview webinar on January 19, 2023. In addition, in March 
and April 2023, the agencies hosted a series of trainings for Tribes and States on the rule. 

View the recordings of the previous training webinars. 

Click here for more information about the final rule. Please visit the Rule Status page for additional 
information about the status of the rule and litigation. 

Tribal Consultation Opportunities 

https://usepa.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_xK5NRaNNR42eUv0Ycv45tQ
https://www.epa.gov/research-states/epa-tools-and-resources-webinar-series
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/small-drinking-water-systems-webinar-series
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/small-drinking-water-systems-webinar-series
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7483168814424043863
https://www.nawm.org/nawm/nawm-webinarscalls/4840-epa-region-10-tribal-wetland-training-webinars
https://www.epa.gov/wotus/2023-rule-revised-definition-waters-united-states-training-presentations
https://www.epa.gov/wotus/current-implementation-waters-united-states#Guidance
https://www.epa.gov/wotus/implementation-tools-and-methods
https://www.epa.gov/wotus/2023-rule-revised-definition-waters-united-states-training-presentations
https://www.epa.gov/wotus/revising-definition-waters-united-states
https://www.epa.gov/wotus/definition-waters-united-states-rule-status-and-litigation-update
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Proposed Rule to Establish Federal Baseline Water Quality Standards for 
Indian Reservation Waters 

EPA is continuing consultation and coordination with federally recognized Indian tribes on a proposed 
rulemaking that would establish federal baseline water quality standards (WQS) under the Clean Water 
Act (CWA) for waters on Indian reservations that currently do not have CWA WQS in place. 

EPA conducted tribal engagement and consultation on the concepts reflected in this proposed rule on 
two separate occasions – the first in 2016 to inform the Agency’s 2016 Advance Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (ANPRM) for Federal Baseline Water Quality Standards for Indian Reservations and the 
second between June and September 2021, prior to drafting the proposed rule. We are resuming 
consultation and coordination because EPA has just signed the proposed rule and will soon be initiating 
public comment. This proposed rule reflects input received during the pre-ANPRM and pre-proposal 
consultation periods. 

Tribal Consultation Notification Letter and Plan (TCOTS) 
Consultation and Coordination Period Deadline: August 1, 2023. 

This invitation for consultation and coordination provides tribes an opportunity to share input and 
comments with EPA on the proposed rule now that it has been released for public review. The 
proposed rule was signed by the EPA Administrator on April 27, 2023 and will soon be published in the 
Federal Register for a 90-day public comment period. 

Proposed Rule (pre-publication federal register notice) 
Q&A Document 
Press Release 

The invitation also provides an opportunity for tribes whose waters may be covered by the baseline 
WQS to engage in dialogue with EPA in circumstances where the tribe seeks to be excluded from 
coverage by the baseline WQS rule. The timeframe for a tribe seeking to be excluded from the rule to 
communicate to EPA begins upon publication of this proposed rule in the Federal Register and ends no 
later than 90 days after the final rule is published in the Federal Register. 

Tribal Listening Sessions 
EPA will hold identical listening sessions via webinar for tribal leaders and staff on Wednesday, June 
21, 2023, from 1:00 – 3:00 pm (ET) and Thursday, July 6, 2023, from 2:00 – 4:00 pm (ET). 

To Register 

For any questions, please contact James Ray by email at ray.james@epa.gov or by phone at (202) 566-
1433. 

Click here for more information about the proposed rule. 

EPA Revised Consultation Policy and Treaty Rights Guidance 

EPA has initiated consultation and coordination with federally recognized tribes to receive input on 
proposed revisions to the EPA Policy on Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribes (EPA 
Consultation Policy) and the supplemental Guidance for Discussing Tribal Treaty or Similar Rights 
(Treaty Rights Guidance). The EPA Consultation Policy establishes national guidelines for consultation 
across EPA, and the Treaty Rights Guidance enhances EPA’s consultations where tribal treaty or similar 
rights may be affected. When final, the revised EPA Consultation Policy will replace the 2011 policy 
and the revised Treaty Rights Guidance will replace the 2016 guidance. 

EPA Revised Consultation Policy and Treaty Rights Guidance (TCOTS) 

EPA held two informational webinars for representatives of a federally recognized tribe or tribal 
organizations On March 16 and March 22 to provide details on the revised EPA Consultation Policy and 
Tribal Treaty Rights Guidance and receive tribal input. 

Consultation and Coordination Period Deadline: July 21, 2023 (EXTENDED) 

For any questions, please contact Zoe Ruge, U.S. EPA, American Indian Environmental Office, by email 
at ruge.zoe@epa.gov or by phone at (202) 566-1695. 

Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the Organic Chemicals, 
Plastics and Synthetic Fibers Point Source Category 

EPA has initiated consultation and coordination with federally recognized Indian tribes on forthcoming 
proposed revisions to the Organic Chemicals, Plastics and Synthetic Fibers (OCPSF) Effluent Limitations 

https://tcots.epa.gov/ords/tcotspub/f?p=106:5::1391::::
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-05/5868-03-OW-Baseline-WQS-NPRM-20230427.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9aed3456701/32629055-93cf-4485-bf2d-95ad80af5a41.docx
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-proposes-establish-first-time-clean-water-act-protections-over-250-tribes
https://www.epa.gov/wqs-tech/tribal-consultation-and-coordination-epas-proposed-federal-baseline-water-quality
mailto:ray.james@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/wqs-tech/promulgation-tribal-baseline-water-quality-standards-under-clean-water-act
https://tcots.epa.gov/ords/tcotspub/f?p=106:5::1644::::
mailto:ruge.zoe@epa.gov
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Guidelines and Pretreatment Standards (ELGs). The OCPSF ELG regulations cover wastewater discharges 
from facilities that produce organic chemicals, plastics, and synthetic fibers. This ELG revision is 
focused on facilities that manufacture per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). Revised limitations 
on the discharge of pollutants from OCPSF facilities, once finalized by rule, would subsequently be 
incorporated into National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits for direct 
dischargers, and permits or other control mechanisms for indirect dischargers, potentially reducing 
pollutant discharges into waters of the United States. 

PFAS are organic chemicals that have been manufactured since the 1940s. PFAS can be found in the 
environment and in humans across the world as they have been, and continue to be, released into the 
environment. Research indicates that these chemicals are very persistent in the environment and 
exposure to PFAS can result in adverse health effects. On September 14, 2021, EPA announced its 
decision to undertake a rulemaking to determine whether more stringent limitations and pretreatment 
standards for PFAS manufacturing facilities are appropriate and consistent with the technology-forcing 
statutory scheme and goals of the Clean Water Act. 

Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the Organic Chemicals, Plastics and Synthetic 
Fibers Point Source Category (TCOTS) 

EPA held two identical Tribal Webinar and Listening Sessions on April 13 and April 24 to provide an 
overview of this forthcoming rulemaking and to receive input from tribal representatives about this 
action. 

Consultation and Coordination Period Deadline: May 8, 2023 

For any questions, please contact Erica Mason, U.S. EPA, Office of Science and Technology, by email at 
mason.erica@epa.gov or by phone at (202) 566-2502. 

All EPA tribal consultation materials including letters and consultation plans are 

available on EPA's Tribal Consultation Opportunities Tracking System (TCOTS). To 

search information on an action click here. 

ABOUT 
The National Tribal Water Program Updates is a monthly e-newsletter created to provide 
time-sensitive information and important engagement opportunities and activities of 
interest for tribes related to the Safe Drinking Water Act and Clean Water Act. Included 
information may pertain to: tribal consultations, funding announcements, training 
opportunities, future meetings and conferences, and recent news and announcements 
from the Agency. 

Subscribe for National Tribal Water Program Updates 

To ensure receipt of the National Tribal Water Program Updates E Newsletter and 
associated updates, please be sure to check your Spam/Junk folders periodically and 

adjust the approved senders settings on your respective email platforms. 

U.S. EPA Office of Water | 1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20460 

Unsubscribe water@epa.gov 

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data 
Notice 

Sent bytribalwater@epa.govpowered by 

https://tcots.epa.gov/ords/tcotspub/f?p=106:5::1686::::
mailto:mason.erica@epa.gov
https://tcots.epa.gov
https://lp.constantcontact.com/su/oNaR92E/NTWPU?source_id=d0ab05f1-89a4-45f8-82b8-075d62d9b15e&source_type=em&c=
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:tribalwater@epa.gov
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
mailto:water@epa.gov
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