
RTOC Clean Water 
Workgroup Session
JANUARY 26TH 1 PM PT



Advancing Equity and Environmental Justice 
in the National Nonpoint Source Program 

• Justice40 Initiative: federal government-wide effort, including 
several EPA programs, aimed at ensuring benefits of federal 
investments flow to disadvantaged communities. 

• National NPS policy memo issued in September 2021:
“Near-term Actions to Support Environmental Justice in the 
Nonpoint Source Program”

• This year, EPA is engaging in a national dialogue with the NPS 
community to inform equity efforts in the program.

• As part of this dialogue, we are engaging Tribes to discuss 
challenges building and sustaining Tribal NPS program 
capacity, and potential EPA actions to better support Tribal 
§319 grantees.

Rio Nutrias, NM
Ancestral Homelands of the Tiwa, Pueblos, Ute, and Jicarilla Apache

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-10/equity-in-the-nps-program-section-319-policy-memo-signed.pdf


Regional §319 Grantee 
Equity Listening Sessions

All §319 Grantees

(States, Territories, and Tribes)

Tribal §319 Grantees

EPA Regions 1, 2 and 3
(Feb 2, 9:30am Eastern)

EPA Regions 1, 2 and 4
(Feb 10, 2pm Eastern)

EPA Regions 4 and 6
(Feb 14, 11am Eastern)

Regions 5, 6 and 7
(Jan 26, 1:30pm Eastern)

EPA Regions 5, 7 and 8
(Jan 25, 2:30pm Eastern)

Regions 8 and 10
(Feb 3, 10:30am Pacific)

EPA Regions 9 and 10
(Feb 16, 12-1:30pm Pacific)

Region 9
(Feb 8, 12-1:30pm Pacific)

Contact Steve Epting (epting.steve@epa.gov) for more information.
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Lake Mendota, Wisconsin
Ancestral Homelands of the Sauk and Meskwaki, Peoria, Myaamia, Kickapoo, and Ho-Chunk

mailto:epting.steve@epa.gov


Upcoming Clean Water 
Act Grant Deadlines

More information can be found: 
https://www.epa.gov/tribal-pacific-sw/r9tribalcwa

Grant Deadline How?

CWA 319 Tribal Competitive Grant TOMORROW 
January 27, 2022 

Submit full application in Grants.gov

CWA 106 Funding February 1, 2022 Send draft budget and workplan via 
email to CWA project officer

CWA 319 Base Funding February 25, 2022 Send draft budget and workplan via 
email to CWA project officer



Grant Match Waivers
▪As of October 1, 2021, match for tribal PPGs is 
waived   
▪https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2022-g01

▪CWA 106 Standalone Match Waiver Pending
▪Optional: Submit proposals without match

https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2022-g01


CWA 106 Guidance Revision 
• Notification of Consultation and Coordination on Guidance 

was sent on January 13, 2021
• First Comment Period – Jan 13- March 15, 2021
• Call for Tribal Volunteers to be part of Subworkgroup –

April 2021
• At least one Region 9 Tribal rep in each subworkgroup
• Workgroups Draft Revised Chapters for Guidance –

Summer-Fall 2021
• EPA Reviews and Formats Draft Guidance- January 2022
• Up Next: EPA shares the draft revised Guidance for the 

second public comment period 

https://www.epa.gov/water-pollution-control-section-106-grants/revisions-final-guidance-awards-grants-indian-tribes



CWA 106 REPORTING REQUIREMENT

Water Quality 
Assessment Report 
(WQAR) FY22



Goals Today: WQAR Template

IDENTIFY UPDATES, IF NEEDED

• What’s working, what’s not

• Potential need for sub-workgroup

EXPANDING USE OF TEMPLATE, FOR 
CONSISTENT DATA

• Encouraging template use
• WQAR is a 106 Reporting Requirement, but 

use of the WQAR excel template is optional

• Achievable results with more uniform 
data



Current 
Template: What 
Updates are 
Needed?

Last updated October 2016

• Major changes: Added Report Tab and Flat Table

Feedback today: What should be 
changed and what is working well?

• Number or Theme of Tabs

• Difficulty or ease of entering information

• What discourages use

Identify need for Sub-Workgroup



Current WQAR Template Tab



Current WQAR Template: Atlas of Tribal Waters and Watershed 
Restoration Project Information Tabs



Current WQAR Template: Narrative and Report Tabs



Expanding Use of Template: What Can 
We Gain?

• Share with Regional Administrator and other Senior Leadership to provide 
status on R9 Tribes

• Summary overview of Tribal Waters at RTOC and Annual Conference

Immediate Benefits of Expanded Use:

• Demonstrates need for funding within Region 9

• Identifies potential areas for improvement, additional funding or training 
opportunities

Long Term Benefits of Expanded Use:



Examples of Reports We Can Run: WQAR Template Tab 
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Examples of Reports We Can Run: Atlas of Tribal 
Waters Tab
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Examples of Reports We Can Run: Watershed 
Restoration Tab
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Thank you!

Please contact

Steve Epting for questions about CWA 319 EJ: Epting.Steve@epa.gov

Kate Pinkerton for questions about CWA 106: Pinkerton.Kate@epa.gov

Sofia Sotomayor for questions about WQAR: Sotomayor.Sofia@epa.gov

Licia Maclear for questions about MPG Funds: Maclear.Licia@epa.gov

mailto:Epting.Steve@epa.gov
mailto:Pinkerton.Kate@epa.gov
mailto:Sotomayor.Sofia@epa.gov
mailto:Maclear.Licia@epa.gov

