
GRANTS UPDATES SESSION

U.S. EPA, Region 9
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WHAT WE WILL COVER TODAY

Grant Updates/Reminders

Proper Drawdowns

Preparing a Successful Grant 
Application



GRANT UPDATES

❖ COVID Flexibilities for Grants 
 Contact your EPA Project Officer & Grants Specialist (refer to page 1 of your Award)

 EPA’s Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) about COVID-19 

❖ Unique Entity Identifier (UEI): 
•Mid-April DUNS #’s have been replaced with “Unique Entity Identifier” (UEI) in the SF424 & EPA Form 
4700-4 (Preaward Compliance Review)

• Use this link to find current forms available in Grants.gov

❖ NEW Financial Specialist at EPA Research Triangle Park Finance Center (RTPFC)
 Charlene Johnson at (919) 541-3582 or Johnson.Charlene@epa.gov

 RTPFC’s email at rtpfc-grants@epa.gov

 TIPS:

 Respond quickly to messages from RTPFC to avoid possible non-compliance issues

 Submit timely interim/annual and final Federal Financial Reports (SF 425) to rtpfc-grants@epa.gov

https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/frequent-questions-about-grants-and-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/sf-424-family.html
mailto:Johnson.Charlene@epa.gov
mailto:rtpfc-grants@epa.gov
mailto:rtpfc-grants@epa.gov


BREAKING NEWS!

Tribal PPG and CWA 106 Cost Share Regulatory 
Class Exceptions

✓No more required cost share for PPGs (for new 
and supplemental awards made October 1, 2021, 
and after)! 
✓RAIN 2022-G01: Class Exception to the Cost Share Requirements for Tribal and 

Intertribal Consortia Performance Partnership Grants (PPGs) of 40 CFR 35.536

✓No more required cost share for stand-alone 
Tribal CWA 106 (for new and supplemental 
awards made on April 5, 2022, and after)! 
✓Class exception from the cost-share requirements of 40 CFR 35.585 for Office of 

Water’s Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 106 grants is effective April 5, 2022, and 
applies only to new tribal or intertribal consortia standalone CWA Section 106 grants 
and new funding awarded via supplemental amendments to tribal or intertribal 
consortia standalone tribal grants. For more information click here. 

https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2022-g01
https://www.epa.gov/water-pollution-control-section-106-grants/tribal-grants-under-section-106-clean-water-act#tribalmatch


ADDITIONAL 
TRAINING

Registration is open! EPA 

Grants Webinar Series for 

Grant Applicants and 

Recipients (mailchi.mp)

https://mailchi.mp/311fe3ba884e/new-webinar-series-for-grant-applicants-and-recipients-13778169?e=b10f2057d6


Access Recipient/Applicant 
Information Notifications 
(RAINs) here. 

Sign up to receive 
Recipient/Applicant 
Information Notifications 
(RAINs) and join the listserv: 
EPA Grants Update Listserv

https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-policy-resources
https://www.epa.gov/grants/forms/subscribe-epa-grants-update-listserv


PROPER PAYMENT 
DRAWDOWNS

Recipients must only draw funds 
for the minimum amounts needed 
for actual and immediate cash 

requirements for allowable costs 
under the assistance agreement. 

The timing and amounts of the 
drawdowns must be as close as 

administratively feasible to actual
disbursement of EPA funds. 

Disbursement within 5 business 
days of the drawdown will 
materially comply with this 

requirement. RAIN-2018-G06-R

 

https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2018-g06-r?msclkid=457e1550c4df11ec88e297b251733d4d


PROPER PAYMENT DRAWDOWNS 
– TIME KEEPING

The recipient’s personnel 
payroll and records system 

must be capable of providing 
reports on the activities of 
each employee who works 

directly on a grant. 

Charges to federal awards 
for salaries and wages must 
be based on records that 

accurately reflect the work 
performed.



PROPER 
PAYMENT
DRAWDOWNS

•Recipient accepts award conditions by (1) drawing down 
on the award or (2) NOT sending a written notice of 
disagreement within 21 days. 
• The recipient accepts conditions of the award agreement by drawing down funding. If 

the recipient disagrees with the terms and conditions or do not wish to accept EPA 
funding, the authorized representative must send a written notice of disagreement to the 
EPA Award Official within 21 days of the award’s mailing date to EPA Region 9’s email 
address at GrantsRegion9@epa.gov.

•DO NOT drawdown the entire grant amount at once. 
• If a recipient draws down funds in excess of the allowed amount, the recipient must 

IMMEDIATELY contact EPA’s RTPFC at rtpfc-grants@epa.qov for instructions on how to 
return the funds to EPA. 

mailto:GrantsRegion9@epa.gov
mailto:rtpfc-grants@epa.qov


PREPARING 
YOUR GRANT 

APPLICATION



R9 APPLICATION 
GUIDE
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❑ SF424 – Application for Federal Assistance

❑ SF424 A Section B – Budget Categories 

❑ Budget Detail

❑ Final/Approved Workplan

❑ Current Indirect Rate Cost Agreement (if applicable)

❑ EPA Key Contacts Form 5700-54

❑ Preaward Compliance Review Form 4700-4

❑ Certification Regarding Lobbying Form 6600-06 (required for 
grants totaling over $100,000 federal amount cumulatively) 

❑ Disclosure of Lobbying Activities Form SF-LLL (as applicable)

❑ Financial Assistance Conflict of Interest statement (as 
applicable)

(PLEASE NOTE: UEI #’s are required as of April 4, 2022)

REQUIRED 
FORMS



WAYS TO AVOID DELAYS IN YOUR AWARD

Review the R9 Application Guide for FY2022 and use the provided 
checklist to see all that is required

Review

Ensure all required forms are signed appropriately & included, 
especially your latest IDC approved rate agreement & signed 
Certification Regarding Lobbying (required if federal funding 
awarded is greater than $100,000 for the life of the grant)

Double Check

Check your SAM.gov registration is up to date

• Starting April 4, 2022, recipients must use a Unique Entity Identifier 
(UEI). Don’t wait to register! 

Register



Useful Tools & References

Contact your Grants Specialist for latest copy www.epa.gov/grants

https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients

https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients


A TRIBAL PERSPECTIVE –
DAVE LEWIS



STEP 1 - DEC

EPD STAFF 
DRAFT GAP 
WORK PLAN 
FROM TRIBAL 
ENVIRONMEN
TAL PLAN 
(TEP)

STEP 2 - JAN

SUBMIT TO 
PROJECT 
OFFICER FOR 
REVIEW BY 
GAP GRANT 
DEADLINE 

STEP 3 - APRIL

MAKE FINAL 
REVISIONS 
TO WORK 
PLAN OR 
BUDGET

STEP  4 - APRIL

ATTORNEY 
GENERAL 
DRAFTS 
RESOLUTION  
FOR TRIBAL 
COUNCIL 
APPROVAL

STEP 5 – APRIL

GRANTS 
MANAGER 
SUBMITS GAP 
GRANT 
THROUGH 
GRANTS.GOV 

ADDITIONAL EPA GRANTS SUBMITTED TO REGION 
9

EPD submit CWA 106, 319 Base grants annually, 
319 Competitive as needed.

MANAGER CREATES BUDGET

EPD Manager creates the 
GAP budget line items.

GAP GRANT Timeline 

QUESTIONS?



GRANTS.GOV Timeline 

STEP 01

LOG ONTO 
GRANTS.GOV

STEP 02

FROM MENU, 
SELECT 
AGENCY AND 
GRANT 
OPPORTUNITY

STEP 03

GRANT 
SYNOPSIS 
NOTICE, 
SELECT 
APPLY, 
UPPER 
RIGHTHAND 
CORNER

STEP 04

ONCE YOU 
SELECT 
APPLY, LOG 
IN.GOV

STEP 05

TYPE IN 
NAME OF 
TRIBE IN APP. 
FILING NAME, 
IN APPLY 
NOW SCREEN



GRANTS.GOV Timeline 

STEP 06

SELECT 
CREATE WORK 
SPACE

STEP 07

APPLICATION 
SCREEN WILL 
APPEAR

STEP 08

COMPLETE ALL 
APPLICATION 
REQUIREMENTS 
FROM LIST

END

QUESTIONS?





THANK YOU!

OUR PRESENTERS TODAY: 

Dave Lewis, Environmental Manager, 
Yavapai-Apache Nation, 928-649-6957
dlewis@yan-tribe.org

Angela Mendiola, Grants Branch Team 
Lead, U.S. EPA, 415-972-3284 
Mendiola.Angela@epa.gov

mailto:dlewis@yan-tribe.org
mailto:Mendiola.Angela@epa.gov
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