FACT SHEET
Proposed Amendments to Automobile and Light Duty Truck
Surface Coating Operations New Source Performance Standards

ACTION

On April 29, 2022, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed to amend the New
Source Performance Standards (NSPS) for Automobile and Light Duty Truck (ALDT) Surface Coating
Operations and proposed a new NSPS subpart.

The current ALDT NSPS subpart (40 CFR 60 subpart MM) applies to sources that were new, modified,
and reconstructed after October 5, 1979, and before the Federal Register publication date of this
proposed action.

For subpart MM, we are proposing the addition of electronic reporting of performance test results
and semiannual compliance reports.

The new ALDT NSPS subpart (40 CFR 60 subpart MMa) would apply to sources that are new,
modified, and reconstructed on or after the Federal Register publication date of this proposed
action. Proposed amendments to be included in the new subpart MMa include:

o Revised volatile organic compound (VOC) emission limits for the three primary automobile and
light duty truck surface coating operations: the prime coat, guide coat, and topcoat operations;
Addition of work practices to minimize fugitive VOC emissions;

Revision of the exemption that applies to the coating of all-plastic bodies;

Addition of control devices, control device testing, and monitoring requirements;

Revision of the coating transfer efficiency provisions;

Addition of periodic performance testing of control devices once every five years;

Revisions to clarify the SSM provisions; and

Addition of electronic reporting of performance test results and semiannual compliance
reports.

The proposed new subpart MMa will ensure national consistency and will provide a new baseline for
future best achievable control technology (BACT) and lowest achievable emission rate (LAER)
determinations for ALDT surface coating operations.

EPA expects the proposed new NSPS subpart will be beneficial for local populations due to the more
stringent standards.
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EPA will accept comment on the proposed amendments for 60 days after publication in the Federal
Register.

NSPS REVIEW

The Clean Air Act (CAA) section 111 requires EPA to review and revise, as necessary, the NSPS at
least every eight years.

EPA’s review of the current ALDT NSPS subpart focused on whether there are any emission
reduction techniques that are used in practice that achieve greater emission reductions than those
currently required for ALDT surface coating operations and whether any of these techniques have
become the BSER.

EPA has determined that there are emission reduction techniques used in practice that achieve
greater emission reductions than those currently required by the NSPS for ALDT surface coating
operations.



BACKGROUND

On December 24, 1980, EPA promulgated the NSPS for ALDT surface coating (subpart MM),
establishing standards of performance to limit emissions of VOC emissions from new, modified, and
reconstructed (after October 5, 1979) automobile and light duty truck surface coatings operations.
The ALDT NSPS established VOC emission limits for the three primary surface coating operations at
automobile and light-duty truck assembly plants. the prime coat, guide coat, and topcoat
operations.

Other actions affecting this source category include the 2004 ALDT National Emission Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP), the 2008 ALDT Control Techniques Guidelines update, and the
2020 Risk and Technology Review.

There are currently 44 ALDT assembly plants in the Unites States subject to the current NSPS.

HOW TO COMMENT

EPA will accept comment on the proposal for 60 days after publication in the Federal Register.
Comments, identified by Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2021-0664, may be submitted by one of the
following methods:

o Go to https://www.regulations.gov/ and follow the online instructions for submitting
comments.

o Send comments by email to: a-and-r-docket@epa.gov, Attention Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-
2021-0664.

Out of an abundance of caution for members of the public and our staff, the EPA Docket Center and
Reading Room are closed to the public, with limited exceptions, to reduce the risk of transmitting
COVID-19. Our Docket Center staff will continue to provide remote customer service via email,
phone, and webform.

o We encourage the public to submit comments via https://www.regulations.gov/ or email, as
there may be a delay in processing mail and faxes. Hand deliveries and couriers may be
received by scheduled appointment only.

o For further information on EPA Docket Center services and the status, please visit us online at
https://www.epa.gov/dockets.

o For additional information, including the full EPA public comment policy, please visit
https://www.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-dockets.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Interested parties can download a copy of the proposed rule notice from EPA's website at the
following addresses: https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/automobile-and-light-
duty-truck-surface-coating-operations-new.
Today’s action and other background information are also available either electronically at
https://www.regulations.gov/, EPA’s electronic public docket and comment system.

o Materials for this proposed action can be accessed using Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2021-

0664.

For further technical information about the proposed rules, contact Paula Hirtz, EPA's Office of Air
Quality Planning and Standards, at (919) 541-2618 or hirtz.paula@epa.gov.



https://www.regulations.gov/
mailto:a-and-r-docket@epa.gov
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/dockets
https://www.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-dockets
https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/automobile-and-light-duty-truck-surface-coating-operations-new
https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/automobile-and-light-duty-truck-surface-coating-operations-new
https://www.regulations.gov/
mailto:hansen.amanda@epa.gov

	BACKGROUND

