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May 28, 2021

Acting Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

Dear Acting Administrator Nishida:

I write regarding DDT contarr
you prioritize urgent and meaningful
human and environmental health.

From 1947 to 1983, Montrose
manufacturer of DDT, was located i1
on DDT, production continued for al
practice to dispose of industrial wast
the Montrose Chemice!' =i+~ ¢~ *h- €
investigation of these « /™~

contaminated sewage dumped 1n the

Michael S. Regan
Administrator

b California Environmental
Protection Agency

April 13, 2021

Deborah Jordan

Acting Regional Administrator

Region 9

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
75 Hawthome Strest

San Francisco, CA 94104
Jordan.deborah@epa.gov

Re: Remediation of DDT off Palos Verdes Peninsula
Dear Acting Regional Administrator Jordan:
Thank you for all that you and the U S. EPA Region IX team a

" environmental agenda shared by both President Biden and G

| am writing today in regard to the extensive contamination of ¢
waste from the Montrose Chemical Corporation plant property
remains on the ocean floor on the Palos Verdes Shelf and in tf
significant environmental and public health issues for neighbor

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION
300 WEST TEMPLL STREET
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORN 1A Y0012

May 7, 2021

Jared Blumenfeld
Secretary for Environmental Profection

Michael S. Regan, Administrator v~
Environmental Protection Agency
Mail Code: 1101A

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W
Washington, DC 20460

@ongress of the nited States
Washington, BE 20515

November 29, 2021

Xavier Becerra

Secretary

Department of Health and Human Services
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Becerra and Administrator Reg:

Thank you for your public service. Recent rese:
startling increase in cancer in sea lions along th
increase may be attributable to the presence of
into the ocean, which affects the food supply th
coast was previously used as a DDT dumping ¢
that sea lions do, and the obvious question is if
lions, is this DDT also causing a spike in cance
actions necessary to answer that critical health

Washington, DC 20230

Michael S. Regan
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, DC 20460
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CITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDES

ERIK: ALEGHLA, May

Do L BRADLEY, MAaYOR 'R0 TEM
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March 10, 2021 \ia Email

Dr. Deborah Jordan, Deputy Regional Administrator

Region 9, Pacific Southwest Office, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

SUBJECT: Assessment of Offshore DDT Dumping

Dear Dr. Jordan,

The City of Rancho Palos Verdes is troubled by the revelations reported in the Los Angeles
Times regarding the true extent of DDT dumping off the coast of the Palos Verdes Peninsula.













































Food Web Relevant to Deep-Sea Sediment Bioaccumulative Contaminants
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Potential human health exposure pathways — hydrophobic contaminants
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Primary concern:

consumption of fish that accumulate hydrophobic contaminants from sediments




Environmental Sampling and Analysis Plan
- Initial Conceptual Design Elements -

SDcFreiApgglx_‘San Pedro Survey Barrel Density Heatmap — NUII hypotheses that WOUId IikEIy
{ ) . . =
Scripps San Pedro Survey Barrel Density Heatmap (DRAFT) be addressed Wlth SUffICIent
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* Mean concentrations of COCs (e.g., DDT)
Central in ellipse are < conc. at outer perimeter of
study site

» Concentrations of COCs (e.g., DDT) are
independent of barrel density within the
study area

Ellipse

Additional hypotheses with less
statistical power:
» Concentrations of COCs (e.g., DDT) do

not vary with distance from the central
ellipse

: : N _ » The association between concentrations of
Concentrated samples in (high barrel density in Disposal COCs and distance do not vary directionally

Site 2) and in Reference Area.



Potential Analytical Chemistry Approach

Analytes will be targeted based on (1) known/suspected toxicity to human health and marine biota
and (2) potential use for contaminant source identification.

Potential analytes for sediment analysis

Targeted primarily based on toxicity, but also as source indicator Targeted primarily as a source indicator

DDX (DDT, DDE, DDD, DDMU, DDNU; 2,4'- and 4,4'-isomers) PCBs (for DDX/PCB ratio as source indicator vs. Palos Verdes)

PAH (includes alkyl-substituted PAH and NSOs) Barium (as indicator of oil drilling waste; included in metals analysis)

TCPM and TCPMOH [tris(4-chlorophenyl)methane and tris(4- Hopanoid biomarkers (diagnostic of petroleum source, including natural
chlorophenyl)methanol] (all isomers that are commercially available) seeps in Southern California Bight)

Metals / metalloids 210pPp (for age-dating of sediment cores)

Hvbrid nontargeted-targeted analysis of organic contaminants

Subset of samples (5%7?) All samples e Use US EPA methods when appropriate
Nontargeted analysis I Targeted analysis (e.g., metals by |ICP-AES or |CP-MS; PCB
GC x GC-TOF* e.g., GC/MS-SIM* with stds congeners by GC/MS-S|M)
® Abu_ndant? E(E:J)B(
e eators . PAH. - Would need academic collaborators for
T + N d1 .
+ Standards available?  WescrpE2 GC x GC-TOF analysis
«: Splc,
 Integrate rigorous QA/QC into all analyses
*GC/MS-SIM = Gas chromatography/mass spectrometry with to maximize data reliability

Selected lon Monitoring
*GC x GC-TOF = 2-D GC with time-of-flight MS




San Pedro Basin: Potential Reference Site Criteria
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Catalina
Basin
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 Proximity to DS2 * Not influenced by:
* Up-current of DS2 » Other permitted disposal sites

. gisn;“ar depth, bathymetry, sediment, diss. oxygen levels as « Other known contaminant sources (e.g. seeps, outfalls, ag. runoff)




Outreach/Collaboration:

EPA website — coming soon

Conversations with scientific
community. Coordinating with
Scripps and UCSB regarding
congressional appropriation

Continued updates to
congressional offices, local
officials, NGOs, and others

Related Tepics: Ocean Dumping
Southern California Ocean Disposal Site

On this page:
For More
Information on
Ocean Dumping

Collaborating
Agencies

What is the issue?
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