
STATEMENT OF INTENT 

IMPLEMENTATION OF PRIORITY SANITATION PROJECTS 

IN THE SAN DIEGO, CA. -TIJUANA, BC REGION 

PARTICIPANTS: 

A) United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).

B) Secretariat of the Environment and Natural Resources of the United Mexican States, 

through the National Water Commission (CONAGUA by its acronym in Spanish).

OBJECTIVE: 
To recognize the need to work in coordination in the planning, design, construction and 
rehabilitation of infrastructure for the conveyance, treatment, adequate disposal and, where 
appropriate, reuse of the wastewater generated in the Tijuana River basin and that crosses 
into the territory of the United States of America, and to help solve the sanitation problem 
in the San Diego/Tijuana region, including the Pacific Ocean. 

For this purpose, Appendices 7 and 2 of this Statement of Intent list the projects that will 
contribute to the above objective in the short- and long-term. 

BACKGROUND: 

► Since 7995, the USEPA and CONAGUA have worked together on the implementation of
the Border Water Infrastructure Program (BWIP), for the region 700-kilometers (62-
miles) north and 700 kilometers south of the US-Mexico border. This work has been
supported by grants between the USEPA and the North American Development Bank
(NADB). CONAGUA jointly invests in projects south of the border, within the framework
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with USEPA signed on September 25,
2000.

}.- The United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), Section 827, for which the 
United States Congress allocated funds under the State and Tribal Assistance Grants, 
instructs the USEPA to address the problem of transboundary flows of untreated 
wastewater in the Tijuana River basin. Section 827 also instructs USEPA to coordinate 
the "eligible public entities" for which the Eligible Public Entities Group (EPECG) 
was formed. 

, In September 2027, the USEPA and CONAGUA formed the "Tijuana Binational 
Wastewater Technical Working Group" ("Working Group"), which meets approximately 
every two weeks with the aim of identifying priority projects to be implemented in 
the short- and long-term. 

Other Working Group members are the International Boundary and Water 
Commission (IBWC/CILA), the Secretariat for the Environment and Natural Resources 
(SEMARNAT), the Secretariat for the Management, Sanitation and Protection of Water 
of the state of Baja California (SE PROA), the Tijuana State Public Services Commission 





C. Proposed works with elements in the United States and Mexico.

l. Return line for treated flows from the ITP in the United States to PB-7 in Mexico.

2. Convey flows from Goat Canyon (Los Laureles) and Smuggler's Gulch

(Matadero) by gravity to the ITP.

DEVELOPMENT: 

To implement the aforementioned projects, the "Participants" acknowledge that to date 

the following activities have been carried out 

a) In 2020 and 2027, CILA and CONAGUA signed an agreement for the rehabilitation of 4 

pumping plants, PB-CILA, PB Los Laureles 7 and 2, and PB Matadero; in 2027 the 

rehabilitation of PB-CILA was completed. In early 2022, resources for 58.83 million 

pesos were transferred to CILA for the rehabilitation of PB Los Laureles 7, anticipating 

its start in the second half of 2022. In the short-term, the Mexican government, 

through CONAGUA, will implement the actions for the rehabilitation of PB Laureles 2 

and Matadero for an estimated amount of 91.85 million pesos.

b) Through the Planning Mechanism (MECAPLAN) of the Ministry of Finance and Public 

Credit (Hacienda), CONAGUA is managing resources for 7,742 million pesos are being 

developed to assist in the implementation of the rehabilitation of the International 

Collector, rehabilitation of a section of the parallel line that leads the flow from PB-7 to 

the SABTP, rehabilitation of the Antigua Force main from PB-7 to the SABTP, enclose 

the open channel from PB-7A to the SABTP, rehabilitation of the lnsurgentes and 

Carranza collectors, as well as the Poniente and Oriente interceptors; construction of 

a pumping station and force main to convey wastewater from the Sainz Canyon to 

the Arturo Herrera Wastewater Treatment Plant.

c) Within the framework of the BWIP between Mexico and the United States, the " 

Tijuana River Diversion" projects are in the process of being certified, which include 

the rehabilitation of PB-CILA (already completed) and PB-7 A and B. The estimated 

cost of these two remaining projects is 240 million pesos. Meanwhile, the cost of the 

"Rehabilitation of the International Collector" project is estimated at 320 million pesos.

d) Regarding the projects "Tijuana River Gates'"' with a cost of 76 million pesos and 

"Backup power supply for PB 7" with a cost of 60 million pesos, the USE PA approved 

the allocation of resources within the framework of the BWIP. Additionally, it will 

contribute 50% of the resources for Phase I of the project for the reuse of effluents 

from the Arturo Herrera and La Morita WWTPs, whose cost is estimated at 400 million 

pesos, and the corresponding certification process is pending.

e) Through a Public Private Partnership (PPP) scheme, CESPT will rehabilitate SABTP. 

The estimated cost of the project is 665 million pesos.

In relation to the long-term projects that are indicated in Appendix 2, "the Participants" 

intend to develop, with the corresponding authorities, the allocation of resources for their 
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implementation. 

FUNDING: 

The sources of funding for the projects identified above include, but are not limited to: the 

USMCA Implementation Act, USEPA-CONAGUA MoU on the BWIP, the MECAPLAN, the 

National Infrastructure Fund, as well as federal, state and local resources authorized by the 

respective authorities and laws of each country. 

COSTS: 

The total investment cost of the short-term projects is estimated at $329.4 million dollars 

(MD) from the US and $742.8 million dollars from Mexico. The anticipated investment cost

of long-term projects is approximately $323 million USO, as indicated in the Infrastructure

Projects Section and Appendix 2.

The Participants acknowledge that the collaboration under this document is subject to 

the availability of appropriated funds. Nothing in this Statement obliges the Participants 

to contribute funds or enter into any contracts, assistance agreements, inter-institutional 

agreements or incur any financial obligation. 

NON-BINDING: 

This document expresses the good-faith intentions of the Participants, is not legally 

binding, and does not create any contractual obligation, nor right or benefit, substantive 

or procedural, enforceable by law or equity against the Participants, their officials or 

employees, or any other entity or person. The Participants offer these services without 

expectation of payment and expressly waive any future claim for compensation. 

CONTACT POINTS: 

The following institutions are designated as contact points: 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY located at 1200 
Pennsylvania Avenue, 20460, NW Washington, DC, United States of America 

NATIONAL WATER COMMISSION located at lnsurgentes Sur 2416, Copilco el Bajo, 
Coyoacan, 04340, Mexico City, Mexico 
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