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County inmate who -
died in jail identified

- |

From Staff Reports

The inmate who died at
the Walker County Jail on
Tuesday has been identi-
fied as 37-year-old Bryan
Michael Freeman,

Accarding  to
records, Freeman previ-
ously lived in Jasper but
his most recent address
was in Nauvoo,

Freeman was incarcer-

court -

after being arrested op
two failure to app

rants, according to writ-
ten statement from Capt,
Jonathan Winters of the

abamga State Bureay of
Investigation.

An April 25 post on the

reeman, including sex-
val a use, sodomy, bur-

glary ang theft,

eriff Jim Underwopq
Tequested that the bu-
'€au investigata Free.
man’s death,

cause of death will
Dot be releaseq until the
Investigation jq com-
pleted.

An autopsy wil] algq be
conducted by the Ala-
bama Department of
Forensie Sciences,

ated on April 23 by the
Jasper Police Department

See INMATE, A5

o . County inmate
4 | dies at WBMC

W }
/\\ From Staff Reports

| N \

An inmate at the Walker County
v Jail died over the weekend at
: Walker Baptist Medical Center,
Sheriff Jim Underwood confirmed
Monday.

Underwood said inmate Mark
Alan Scott, 52, had health issues
and was receiving medjca] care,
but was taken by ambulance to the
P hospital after hig condition wors-
: ened.

An autopsy is being conducted to
determine the exact cause of death.

Scott was being held on a proba-
tion violation.

A2 — DAILY MOUNTAIN EAGLE
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I declare that the following st atement is made of my own
free will and without any promise or hope of a reward or fear of
threat of harm and without coercion and is based upon my
personal knowledge of the facts stated herein.
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I declare under the penalty of Perjury that the foregoing
is true and correct to the pest of my knowledge.
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SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORT  Case Report No. 2818~ O | G
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, YNALEEASANCE , M1S TEA SANC & AND

I'YPE OF INCIDENT:___INDN FEASAN CE DATE:__ & /3 -/3

NARRATIVE: _THE WALKER COUNTY JAIL IS AN OLD
DILAPIDATED BliLDiNG WHICH WAS BUilllT ON A
QT LANDFILL, (TOX\C) OVER R0 XEARS AGH. T5
PAY FOCR THE JAIL, THE COUNTY OEE/C/IALS GOT
THE VOTERS T© APPROVE OF A SURTAX OF € 35,00

PERE YEHICLE —TAG INCREASE, THIS SURTAX

WAS TO SUPPLSED T HAVE BEEN T6 PAY OFF
THE DEGT ON THE COUNTY JAIL, THIS DEBT B}
OSTARTED CUT AT L 0 9 MiLLIEN PrLILARS AN
_RAS SINCE TRIPLED TO X7 MILLION DD LIARS

WHACH THIS ATMOONT [S DIUE IN XD S . THIlS
_WHDLE MATTER NEEDS TD BE /INVESTI CATED FOR
MISUSE BF THIS MONEY AND WHY THIS OLD DEBT
_HAS NOT BEEN PARID OFF IN FULL — Bi ANOWT? THE
COUNTY ComaniscsioNERS DO NOT WANT‘Ei_fjjf_\if@SK
_RUESTIONS ABOOUT THE COUATY JA L OR THE 27
_MItLioN DOLLAR DEBT, WE NEED AN AUD(T AND
AN INVESTICATION, THESE CouNTY OFEFY CINLS
WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE — NEED TD RE HELDS
ACCOUNTABLE. THE COLDNTY JAIL ITSELE (S FALLI NG
APART ... THE LOCKS DN THE DooRsS DON'T W R K

THERE s NOC L)GHTS IN MANY CELLS, THE ReolE

LEAKS — | INFESTED WITH BUCS AND VERM ( N.
m SO

an ; ‘
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED REFORE ME THIS. }! day of__,j(ﬂ}f_\g_'/_ _,.2OK
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WALKER COUNTY COMMISSION

County to miss Dec. 31 deadline
for publishing financial notice

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

4

The county’s financial report for fiscal year
2013-2014 will not be published by Dec. 31 as re-
quired by law, administrator Cheryl Ganey in-
formed members of the Walker County
Commission on Monday. :

Ganey said Walker County Treasurer Shelia

Rice is several months behind in reconciling the
county’s accounts,

“The process is that the treasurer's office recon-
ciles our cash to our bank statements. Once that
procedure is done, then it comes to me, and I re-
view everything to make sure that everything bal-
ances in our general ledger, Right now, they are in

See NOTICE, A7

From A1

Notice

the process of reconciling
for the month of June,”
Ganey said.

The published report
typically includes a con-
densed list of expendi-
tures and revenues for all
government funds from
the beginning of the fiscal
year on Oct. 1 to its end
on Sept. 30. .

County attorney Eddie
Jackson advised the com-
mission that releasing an
incomplete financial re-
port is better than not
publishing a report at all.

“There is not an oppor-
tunity for you to say, ‘I
can't do it.” You have to
put out what you've got, I
think,” Jackson said.

District Two Commis-
sioner Dan Wright said
the opinion of one auditor
he spoke with recently is
that noncompliance
would result in a finding
on the county’s next

audit.

Jackson said the por-
tion of the code of Ala-
bama that pertains to the
public report does not
spell out a penalty for
failure to comply, al-
though it does allow for a
citizen or the district at-
torney to bring legal ac-
tion against the county.

said.

Rice also noted that the
process has also been de-
layed at times this year
by software glitches and a
change of personnel in
the county administrator
position.

Rice said this is the
first time that the county
has not published its fi-
nancial report on time
since she was elected in
2008. )

She did not give a time-
line for closing out the fi-
nancial records for the
last fiscal year.

“I can assure you that
we are working feverishly
to get this done,” Rice
said.

In other action, the

commission )
sagreed to consider
contracting with Rice Ad-

visory LLC, a municipal
financial advisory firm
based in Montgomery.

Managing director
Chris Williams said the
firm does not charge a
monthly retainer and is
instead paid through fees
once bonds are issued.

Founder Rush Rice
added that the firm could
provide a wide range of
advice to the county on fi-
nancial issues.

District One Commis-
sioner Keith Davis asked
Commission Chairman
Billy Luster if he had re-
ceived an explanation
from the treasurer’s office
regarding the situation.

“I have not” Luster
replied.

Davis also clarified
with Jackson that the
commission’s authority to
intervene is limited.

“So besides us asking
on a weekly basis to get
caught up, there is noth-
ing that this commission
can do to speed up the
process?” Davis said.

“I'don’t think so,” Jack-
son replied,

The commission did not
vote on the suggestion to
publish an incomplete fi-
nancial report because it
was not part of the ap-
proved agenda.

When contacted by the
Daily Mountain Eagle
after the meeting, Rice
said there are several
reasons why her office is
behind in its bookkeep-
ing.

“My

husband was

- killed in a car accident

Jan. 3. I was out for three
months, maybe four,” Rice

[=pe =

eheard from Probate
Judge Rick Allison re-
garding a new act of the
Alabama Legislature that
gives counties the option
of allowing citizens to
renew their vehicle regis-
trations every two years
instead of on an annual
basis.

Allison said making the
switch would hurt the
county financially be-
cause his office is re-
quired to refund unused
ad valorem each time a
vehicle is traded.

The county would not
receive an additional is-
suance fee.

Allison estimated the
financial impact to the
county would be a loss of
$240,000 if one fourth of
vehicle owners elected to
purchase the two-year
tags.

The commission failed
to act on the matter so
that no change would he
made.

cappointed Johnathan
Appling to the E-911
board. '

*made an annual ap-
propriation to the De-
partment of Human
Resources.
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