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NMED is the agency responsible for issuing Title V operating permits in New Mexico.
NMED issued a draft Title V operating permit for Lucid Energy’s Frac Cat Compressor Station
and granted the public thirty days to comment on the draft permit. On January 28, 2022,
WildEarth Guardians submitted objections to NMED on the draft permit. Pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
§ 7661d(b)(2), WildEarth Guardians submitted a petition to the Administrator of the EPA to
object to the Frac Cat Compressor Station Title V Permit on June 15, 2022. The petition raised
the following issues:

1. The Title V Permit fails to ensure Lucid complies with applicable Title V permitting
requirements under 40 C.F.R. § 70. The Permit inappropriately allows Lucid to submit an
incomplete Title V permit renewal application and continue to operate with an expired
initial Title V permit, contrary to the Clean Air Act and New Mexico’s rules implementing
Title V;

2. TheTitle V Permit fails to ensure the Frac Cat Station operates in compliance with
applicable requirements, including the New Mexico State Implementation Plan. Namely,
the Permit fails to ensi'-~ operation of the facility will not cause or contribute to
exceedances of national ambient air quality standards (“NAAQS”) for ground-level
ozone, the key ingredient of smog; and

3. The Title V Permit fails to require sufficient periodic monitoring to ensure compliance
with applicable emissions limits. Specifically, the Permit requires the Frac Cat Station to
comply with volatile organic compound (“VOC”) limits on emissions during venting, yet
prescribes no actual monitoring to assure compliance with this limit.

The Clean Air Act, at 42 U.S.C. § 7661d(b)(2), provides that “the administrator shall grant
or deny such [Title V] petition within 60 days after the petition is filed.” Responding to Title V
petitions pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 7661d(b)(2) is a non-discretionary duty under the Clean Air
Act. The Frac Cat Compressor Station Title V petition was filed via the EPA’s Central Document
Exchange website and via e-mail on June 15, 2022. You therefore had until August 14, 2022 to
grant or deny the Title V petition. EPA neither granted nor denied the Title V petition by this
date and/or by the date of this letter and therefore EPA is in violation of 42 U.S.C. §
7661d(b)(2). Administrator Regan is responsible for the violation of this non-discretionary duty
by not responding to WildEarth Guardians’ petition within 60 days.

In keeping with the requirements of federal regulations, you are hereby notified that
the full name and address of the person providing this notice is:

WildEarth Guardians
301 N. Guadalupe, Ste. 201
Santa Fe, NM 87501

If you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me at the information below.
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