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I. PURPOSE

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is issuing this Final Decision 
and Response to Comments (FDRTC) selecting the final remedy for soil and groundwater 
contamination (Final Remedy) at the Former ELCO Corporation Facility (Facility) 
located in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania. EPA is issuing this FDRTC under the authority of 
the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act of 1976, and the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984, 42 U.S.C. 
Section 6901, et seq. (RCRA). 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

On August 24, 2022, EPA proposed a remedy of the establishment of a technical 
impracticability zone for groundwater within the Facility property boundary; natural  
attenuation for contaminated groundwater migrating beyond the Facility property 
boundary, and activity and use limitations for land, groundwater, and surface water.  
Consistent with public participation provisions under the RCRA, EPA requested 
comments from the public on the proposed remedy as described in the Statement of Basis 
(SB). The commencement of a thirty (30)-day public comment period was announced in 
the Huntingdon Daily News newspaper and on the EPA Region III website. The public 
comment period ended on September 23, 2022.    

EPA received three comments from KYOCERA AVX Components Corporation on the 
proposed remedy during the public comment period. See Attachment A. The comments 
and EPA’s responses are provided in Section IV, below.   

EPA has determined that the public comments do not substantially change, or cause 
reason to change, the proposed remedy in the SB and therefore, the Final Remedy is 
unchanged from the proposed remedy. The SB is incorporated by reference into this 
FDRTC as Attachment B. 

III. FINAL REMEDY

EPA’s Final Remedy for Facility consists of the following components: 

1. For the groundwater within the Facility property boundary: A Technical 
Impracticability (TI) zone will be established and mapped in accordance with 
EPA’s Mapping of Institutional and Engineering Controls in EPA Cleanup 
Programs document;

2. For the groundwater at and beyond the Facility property boundary: natural 
attenuation until trichloroethylene levels attain the applicable Maximum 
Contaminant Level at the Facility boundary and beyond; and

3. The following activity and use limitations:
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a. Use of the Facility property shall be restricted to commercial or industrial
activity, which shall exclude schools, nursing homes and other residential
uses or residential-style facilities and recreational uses.

b. The surface water and groundwater at the Facility property shall not be
used for any purpose, including, but not limited to use as a potable or non-
potable source, other than to conduct maintenance and monitoring
activities required by PADEP and/or EPA.

c. The subsurface strata and soils in the designated affected areas at the
Facility property shall not be disturbed, except as approved in advance by
PADEP and EPA, and provided that appropriate health and safety
precautions shall be implemented for the protection of workers and any
other persons who may be subject to exposure in the event of such
PADEP and EPA-authorized disturbance.

d. Prior to further development or redevelopment of the Facility property
which could disturb subsurface strata and soils in the designated affected
areas, the owner of the Facility shall, no less than thirty (30) days before
the beginning of the disturbance, submit to the PADEP/EPA, or its then
successor agency, a work plan for management and disposal of disturbed
subsurface strata and soils consistent with the regulations of PADEP and
shall thereafter properly manage and dispose of all subsurface strata and
soils consistent with the work plan approved by PADEP.

e. Any new construction of buildings intended for human occupation will
include mitigation measures designed to prevent vapor intrusion-related
exposures unless PADEP and EPA determine these
unnecessary. Mitigation measures incorporated into new building
construction will be designed by a licensed professional engineer.  EPA
and PADEP will be provided with a description of the mitigation
measures prior to building construction.

f. Ensure the existing asphalt/building foundation slab remains in place and
maintained in good condition.

EPA’s preferred instrument to implement the activity and use limitations and ensure that 
the current and any future landowners comply with the restrictions is an Environmental 
Covenant prepared under Pennsylvania’s Uniform Environmental Covenants Act, 27 Pa. 
C.S. §§ 6501 et seq. (UECA). These restrictions may also be implemented via a permit 
or order.
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In addition, groundwater protection beyond the Facility Property boundary shall continue 
through the existing Smithfield Township Municipal Ordinance No. 2001-4, enacted on 
July 9, 2001, which prohibits a person whose property is served by public water supply to 
drill, or use for any purpose, a water well that is or is likely to be contaminated or where 
the pumping of such well may induce the migration or spread of such contaminants. 

IV. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

EPA received three comments on the proposed remedy during the public comment 
period. Below are the comments and EPA’s responses: 

Comment 1 

Comment: In prior discussions with the USEPA, KAVX’s representatives have 
raised questions regarding the USEPA’s purported jurisdiction in this matter. 
PADEP has jurisdiction over this matter, and USEPA has oversight over certain 
of PADEP’s environmental programs. KAVX believes that the administrative 
record is incomplete regarding the USEPA’s purported basis for the sentence 
above that the Facility is subject to the USEPA’s Corrective Action Program. For 
this reason, among others, KAVX reserves and does not waive the right to 
challenge USEPA’s jurisdiction in this matter. 

EPA’s response: EPA disagrees with this comment and maintains its position that the 
Facility is subject to the Corrective Action Program.  

Comment 2 

Comment: First, on Page 1 in Section 2 (“Facility Background”), the USEPA 
indicates that “The Facility property consists of approximately 21 acres…”. Based on 
information in the Huntingdon County Mapping Department’s “Tax Parcel Viewer”, 
and based on the 2008 deed for the Facility property (see attached deed), the property 
is approximately 17 acres rather than the 21 acres referenced in the Statement of 
Basis. 

EPA’s response: Upon review of the deed included as part of the submitted 
comments, EPA agrees that the correct acreage for the Facility is approximately 17 
acres. EPA’s reference for the Facility acreage was taken from ELCO’s Remedial 
Investigation and Final Reports included as part of the Administrative Record. The 
correct acreage is hereby incorporated into the FDRTC. 
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Comment 3 
 

Comment: Second, on Page 2 in Section 2, the USEPA indicates that “The Facility is 
currently occupied by Seven D. Industries, LP, which manufactures vinyl window 
and patio door products.” Arcadis understands that D. Real Estate sold the Facility 
property (Tax Parcel 44-02-25.3) to Flat Top Enterprises, LLC (Flat Top) on 
December 11, 2008 (see attached deed), and that Flat Top currently owns the Facility 
property and uses the building and property for warehousing. 

 
EPA’s response: EPA appreciates the update and clarification to the current 
ownership of the Facility. The FDRTC hereby incorporates that D. Real Estate sold 
the Facility to Flat Top Enterprises, LLC (Flat Top) on December 11, 2008, and Flat 
Top currently owns the Facility and uses it for warehousing. 

 
 
V. DECLARATION 
 
Based on the Administrative Record compiled for the Corrective Action at the Former 
ELCO Corporation Facility, EPA has determined that the Final Remedy selected in this 
Final Decision and Response to Comments is protective of human health and the 
environment. 
 
 
 
 
        
             
Dana Aunkst, Director     Date 
Land, Chemicals & Redevelopment Division 
U.S EPA Region III 

09/29/2022
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Mr. Kevin Bilash 

Remedial Project Manager 

Land and Chemicals Division 

United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 3 

1650 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2029 

Date: September 23, 2022 

Our Ref: 30009106 

Subject: Comments to USEPA’s July 2022 Proposed Plan 

Former Elco Corporation Facility 

Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 

USEPA ID No. PAD003009461 

Dear Mr. Bilash, 

On August 24, 2022, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) provided a notice to the public 

(public notice) announcing the USEPA’s proposed remedy for the above-referenced former Elco Corporation 

facility (Facility).  The USEPA indicated in the public notice that it welcomed comments on the USEPA’s July 2022 

Statement of Basis.  On behalf of KYOCERA AVX Components Corporation (KAVX), Arcadis U.S., Inc. (Arcadis) 

respectfully submits the following comments to the USEPA regarding the Statement of Basis. 

General Comment

KAVX and Arcadis agree, based on the extensive investigations that have been conducted at the Facility, in 

response to requests initially by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) and later by 

the USEPA, that no further action is required at the Facility and the proposed remedy is appropriate. 

Comment to Section 1:  Introduction; first sentence of second paragraph on Page 1 

The first sentence of the second paragraph on Page 1 of the Introduction reads:

“The Facility is subject to EPA’s Corrective Action Program under the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as 

amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976, and the Hazardous 

and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA) of 1984, 42 U.S.C. § 6901 et seq. (Corrective Action 

Program).”

In prior discussions with the USEPA, KAVX’s representatives have raised questions regarding the USEPA’s 

purported jurisdiction in this matter.  PADEP has jurisdiction over this matter, and USEPA has oversight over 

certain of PADEP’s environmental programs.  KAVX believes that the administrative record is incomplete 

regarding the USEPA’s purported basis for the sentence above that the Facility is subject to the USEPA’s 

Corrective Action Program. For this reason, among others, KAVX reserves and does not waive the right to 

challenge USEPA’s jurisdiction in this matter. 
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Additionally, KAVX notes two factual inaccuracies in the Statement of Basis1.  First, on Page 1 in Section 2 

(“Facility Background”), the USEPA indicates that “The Facility property consists of approximately 21 acres…”.  

Based on information in the Huntingdon County Mapping Department’s “Tax Parcel Viewer”, and based on the 

2008 deed for the Facility property (see attached deed), the property is approximately 17 acres rather than the 21 

acres referenced in the Statement of Basis.  Second, on Page 2 in Section 2, the USEPA indicates that “The 

Facility is currently occupied by Seven D. Industries, LP, which manufactures vinyl window and patio door 

products.”  Arcadis understands that D. Real Estate sold the Facility property (Tax Parcel 44-02-25.3) to Flat Top 

Enterprises, LLC (Flat Top) on December 11, 2008 (see attached deed), and that Flat Top currently owns the 

Facility property and uses the building and property for warehousing. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 724.934.9518. 

Sincerely, 

Arcadis U.S., Inc. 

Mark B. Hanish 

Project Manager 

Email: mark.hanish@arcadis.com 

Direct Line: 724.934.9518 

Attachment 

CC. Jim Zemak, KAVX 

William Popham, Arcadis 

1 By commenting on these factual inaccuracies, KAVX does not concede that EPA possesses the requisite jurisdiction in this matter.
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