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At a Glance

What Are Management
Challenges?

The Reports Consolidation Act
of 2000 requires each inspector
general to prepare an annual
statement summarizing what the
inspector general considers to be
“the most serious management
and performance challenges
facing the agency” and to briefly
assess the agency’s progress in
addressing those challenges.

To identify these top challenges
for fiscal year 2023, the

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency Office of Inspector
General considered the body of
our work, as well as our objective
and professional observations,
work conducted by the

U.S. Government Accountability
Office, and Agency
documentation and statements.

Report No. 22-N-0004, EPA’s
Fiscal Year 2022 Top
Management Challenges,
identified seven top management
challenges facing the Agency.
We retained all of these
challenges for fiscal year 2023,
with one modification: the
“managing infrastructure funding
and business operations”
challenge was split into two
separate challenges. As such,
we identified eight top
management challenges for the
EPA for fiscal year 2023.

Address inquiries to our public
affairs office at (202) 566-2391 or
OIG WEBCOMMENTS@epa.gov.

List of OIG reports.

The EPA’s Fiscal Year 2023 Top Management
Challenges

What We Found

We identified eight top management challenges for the EPA for fiscal year 2023:

1. Mitigating the Causes and Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change.
The EPA must take a leadership role in addressing climate change and
mitigating its effect on human health and the environment.

2. Integrating and Leading Environmental Justice Across the Agency and
Government. The EPA must identify and address disproportionately high
and adverse human health or environmental effects on environmental
justice communities.

3. Providing for the Safe Use of Chemicals. The public must be able to
depend on the EPA’s ability to conduct credible and timely assessments of
the risks posed by pesticides, toxic chemicals, and other environmental
chemicals.

4. Safeguarding Scientific Integrity Principles. The EPA must ground
science-based decisions in principles of scientific integrity to ensure that
human health and the environment are protected by using the best-available
science.

5. Ensuring Agency Systems and Other Critical Infrastructure Are
Protected Against Cyberthreats. Information technology is a fundamental
and essential resource for the EPA to carry out its mission, and the Agency
must ensure its systems and our nation’s critical infrastructure are protected
against cyberthreats.

6. Managing Business Operations and Resources. The EPA must have
effective business operations to achieve its mission and safeguard taxpayer
dollars.

7. Enforcing Compliance with Environmental Laws and Regulations.
Through enforcement, the EPA ensures that regulated entities are following
environmental laws and will continue to do so, as enforcement actions
effectively deter future noncompliance.

8. Managing Increased Investment in Infrastructure. The EPA must ensure
that its infrastructure projects, which constitute the Agency’s largest
investment, use Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act appropriations
effectively.

We have identified these as the most serious management and performance
challenges facing the EPA, representing vulnerabilities to waste, fraud, abuse,
and mismanagement or the most significant barriers to the EPA accomplishing
its mission.
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mailto:OIG_WEBCOMMENTS@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/office-inspector-general/oig-reports

	Abbreviations
	Table of Contents
	INTRODUCTION
	Overview of FY 2022 Management Challenges
	Summary of FY 2023 Management Challenges

	CHALLENGE 1: Mitigating the Causes and Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change
	Introduction and Overview
	Conducting Research to Address Climate Change
	Mitigating GHG Emissions from Existing Power Plants
	Promoting and Incorporating Adaptation and Resiliency into Environmental Programs
	Implementing the IIJA to Make Water Systems More Resilient to All Weather Threats
	Considering Environmental Justice in Agency Decisions
	Advancing International Climate Change Mitigation
	Addressing Impacts to EPA Programs and Operations from Increasing Natural Disasters Because of Climate Change
	Conclusion

	CHALLENGE 2: Integrating and Leading Environmental Justice Across the Agency and Government
	Introduction and Overview
	Introducing the Office of Environmental Justice and External Civil Rights
	Communicating Risk Effectively to Affected Stakeholders
	Identifying Cumulative Impacts to Better Protect Communities
	Assessing the EPA’s Technological Actions to Address Environmental Justice
	Conclusion

	CHALLENGE 3: Providing for the Safe Use of Chemicals
	Introduction and Overview
	Providing Timely Chemical Assessments
	Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act
	Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act

	Ensuring Safety of Chemicals While Facing Resource Constraints
	Addressing Additional Concerns Related to Ensuring Safety of Chemicals
	Conclusion

	CHALLENGE 4: Safeguarding Scientific Integrity Principles
	Introduction and Overview
	Safeguarding the EPA’s Scientific Integrity Policy
	Adhering to the EPA’s Scientific Integrity Policy
	Addressing EPA Corrective Actions from Previous OIG Reports Related to Scientific Integrity
	Issuing Additional OIG Projects Related to Safeguarding Scientific Integrity Principles
	Exploring the Difference in Scientific Opinion
	Coordinating on Scientific Integrity Concerns with the OIG and the EPA
	Conclusion

	CHALLENGE 5: Ensuring Agency Systems and Other Critical Infrastructure Are Protected Against Cyberthreats
	Introduction and Overview
	Addressing Cybersecurity as an Agency Concern
	Providing Oversight of Water and Wastewater Sector Cybersecurity
	Conclusion

	CHALLENGE 6: Managing Business Operations and Resources
	Introduction and Overview
	Addressing Workforce Planning and Management
	Overseeing Programs Delegated to States, Tribes, and Territories
	Conclusion

	CHALLENGE 7: Enforcing Compliance with Environmental Laws and Regulations
	Introduction and Overview
	Investing in Enforcement Activities
	Accomplishing Strong Enforcement Starts with Effective Permitting
	Improving Collaboration with and Oversight of States to Ensure Compliance with Environmental Laws and Regulations
	Incorporating Environmental Justice into the EPA’s Compliance and Enforcement Program
	Conclusion

	CHALLENGE 8: Managing Increased Investment in Infrastructure
	Introduction and Overview
	Allocating Funding to EPA Partners
	Funding Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Programs
	Investing in Environmental Remediation
	Implementing Infrastructure Funding
	Conclusion


		2022-11-18T01:03:19-0500
	CALVERT ACKLIN




