
San Jacinto River Waste Pits
Superfund Site

Community Update Meeting
December 5, 2022



Discussion Topics
·Site Overview 

·Southern Impoundment Remedial Action Update

·Northern Impoundment Remedial Design Update

·Community Update



Site Overview
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ÅBuilt in the mid -1960s for disposal of paper mill wastes

ÅNorthern & southern impoundments cover about 15 acres each

ÅContaminated with dioxins and furans

ÅSan Jacinto River Waste Pits added to the National Priorities 
List (Superfund) in 2008

Background



1966 1997 2006 

Changing River Conditions



· Dioxin exposed at surface and 
in the river

· People were being exposed

· Uncontrolled releases to river

· Time to complete site 
investigations

· Temporary cap was necessary 
to prevent releases & exposures

Cap Construction: 2010 to 2011 

Northern Waste Pits (after cap)

Approximate Limit of Armored Cap

Why Actions Taken to Cap Pits



· Remove waste from the northern and southern 
impoundment for offsite disposal.

· Prevent releases to the river during excavation BMP (wall).

Summary of Selected Remedy
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Southern Impoundment

Remedial Action 
Update



Southern Impoundment 
Update
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Regulatory Milestones

·Record of Decision (ROD) - October 2017 

·Remedial Design (RD) Administrative Settlement Agreement and Order ɀ
effective April 2018

·Southern Impoundment 100% RD (Amended April 2021) - approved May 2021

·Remedial Action (RA) Unilateral Administrative Order ɀeffective September 
2021

·RA Work Plan (RAWP) ɀapproved November 2021

·Pre-Construction Field Sampling Event (PCFSE) ɀNovember 2021 through 
February 2022

·Addendum to the 100% RD ɀapproved August 2022
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Administrative Updates
·Pre-Construction Conference - October 25, 2022

·Updated Supporting Deliverables - received October 25, 
2022
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Field Status 
·RA Construction Start 

November 9, 2022
·Oversight provided by EPA 

RPMs and EPA contractor
·Field activities and objectives:
·Site prep (vegetation, fencing, 

etc.)
·Water treatment system
·Administrative trailer & set up
·Excavation start

14



Estimated RA Timeline
·RA Construction Start 

November 9, 2022

·2 working seasons 
(excavation November 
through May)
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Season 1 Season 2 



Field Updates 
Since November 9, 2022:

·Personnel arrival

·Safety walk through

·Equipment delivery
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Field Updates 
Since November 9, 2022:

·Equipment delivery

18



Field Updates 
Since November 9, 2022:

·Mowing

19



Field Updates 
Since November 9, 2022:

·Utility survey

·Concrete pad demo
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Field Updates 
Since November 9, 2022:

·Utility survey

·Concrete pad demo
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Field Updates 
Since November 9, 2022:

·Fencing & erosion control
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https://www.epa.gov/tx/sjrwp




















https://www.epa.gov/tx/sjrwp

