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Welcome!
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The purpose of this training webinar is to assist RLF project 
officers and RLF grant recipients with understanding upcoming 
reporting changes in ACRES for

 RLF Grants

The ACRES changes we are going to discuss today are not 
available yet in ACRES because EPA is waiting  for some approvals.

For today’s training, we will be using an internal 
test version of ACRES, but we expect this to be 

accessible in ACRES by September 2023.



Meet the Presenters & Training Team
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Susan Klein
EPA Region 7

Brian Gross
EPA Region 4

Efe Jesuorobo
LinTech

Kelly Gorini
EPA HQ, OBLR

Nicole Wireman
EPA HQ, Office of Brownfields & 

Land Revitalization (OBLR)

Dorrie Paar
EPA Region 1

Sarah Gregoria
LinTech



Today’s 
Agenda

• RLF Closeout Agreements (COAs)

 Historical Background

 FY22 COA Template

 EPA’s New COA Monitoring Process

• Reporting

 Sample Post-Closeout Report (Draft)

 ACRES Overview & Demonstration

• Q&A opportunity for RLF Grant Recipients



Logistics for Today’s Training
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 Please keep your line muted during the presentations

 During the presentation, RLF grant recipients should write questions in the 
chat 

 Keep questions focused on material in this training

• Purpose of today’s session is not to answer unrelated RLF questions

 EPA project officers should reserve their questions for our next RLF 
Office Hours session on Jan 24, 1 pm Eastern

 EPA training team will be monitoring the chat and will either respond to the 
question in the chat or reserve the question for designated Q&A at the end

 During Q&A at the end, RLF grant recipients will also have the opportunity 
to “raise” their hand to ask a question verbally
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The following training materials have been 
posted to:
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/january
-2023-rlf-acres-training

Materials for Today’s Training

Training version of FY22 RLF Closeout Agreement
Draft Sample Post-Closeout Report
Draft Brownfields RLF Form for ACRES with associated 

Instructions
Presentation slides for this training

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/january-2023-rlf-acres-training


What is a CAR?
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CAR = Cooperative Agreement Recipient

• RLF CAR is a formal term for the RLF grantee

• It includes “Former CARs”



What is a COA?
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A Closeout Agreement (COA) is a bilateral agreement between EPA 
and the CAR that governs the use of program income after the 

cooperative agreement project period ends.

Specifically, a COA governs the use of retained and post-closeout 
program income.



Different Types of Program Income
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 Program Income (PI):
o Term used for program income earned while the cooperative agreement is open.
o Includes principal repayments, interest earned on outstanding loan principal, interest earned on 

accounts holding RLF program income not needed for immediate lending, all loan fees and loan-related 
charges received from borrowers and other income generated from RLF operations including proceeds 
from the sale, collection, or liquidations of assets acquired through defaults of loans.

 Retained Program Income:
o Term used for the amount of undisbursed program income that remains at the end of the performance 

period of the cooperative agreement.
 If the CAR chooses not to have a COA, it is returned to EPA and deposited to the US Treasury as 

miscellaneous receipts as required by 31 USC § 3302(b).
 If the CAR chooses to proceed with a COA, retained program income is subject to the COA and 

combined with program income earned after the cooperative agreement performance period ends.

 Post-Closeout Program Income (PCPI):
o Term used for program income earned after the cooperative agreement award period.
o Includes any retained program income available at the end of the cooperative agreement that EPA 

authorizes the recipient to keep under the terms of a COA.



RLF Grant Status Definitions
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KEY POINT FOR POST-CLOSEOUT VERSUS CLOSED STATUS:  
The remaining program income balance must be $0, 

with no expected change, for an RLF Grant to be Closed.

OPEN POST-CLOSEOUT CLOSED

The cooperative 
agreement is 

open (i.e., period 
of performance 
has not ended).

The cooperative agreement period of performance has ended and…

the RLF Grant has accrued or 
expected program income that has 
not been expended or returned to 

EPA (i.e., a COA is active or still needs 
to be executed). 

the RLF Grant has no accrued 
or expected program income 

(e.g., loan repayments).



Historical Background on RLF COAs
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 2 CFR § 1500.8(c) allows RLF grant recipients to keep 
program income at the end of the cooperative 
agreement only if they use those funds for continued 
operation of the RLF or for other brownfields purposes, 
as outlined in their COAs; this is consistent with 2 CFR §
200.307(f)

 Content of RLF COAs varied significantly over the past 
20+ years

 Two Office of Inspector General (OIG) audits cited issues 
with lack of post-closeout reporting and inconsistencies 
among COAs



Purpose of the FY22 COA Template
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 To replace as many existing RLF COAs as possible so that 
all RLF programs with post-closeout program income can 
operate under the same terms & conditions (T&Cs), 
which will be a benefit to both cooperative agreement 
recipients (CARs) and EPA 

 For the next 5 years, RLF COAs will be based on the FY22 
COA Template (i.e., next COA Template change will be in 
FY27) 



Benefits of FY22 COA Template
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 Makes administrative and financial tracking easier for both CARs and 
EPA by combining all COAs for a CAR into a single COA

• Last page of the Template is an Attachment that lists all 
applicable assistance agreement numbers

• The single COA terminates the CAR’s previous COAs

• All management and reporting of post-closeout program    
income is tracked under one grant number 

• Post-closeout program income from multiple grants will be 
combined and kept in a single bank account



Benefits of FY22 COA Template (continued)
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 Standardizes requirements, which will allow all CARs to use post-closeout 
program income more expeditiously and EPA to track post-closeout program 
income more accurately.

• Allows additional flexibility on how post-closeout program income can 
be used and where it can be used (see terms #6 and 13 in FY22 COA 
Template)

• Includes annual progress reporting and ACRES reporting (see term # 15)

• Provides parameters for eventual closure of the COA (see term #17)



How can Post-Closeout Program Income 
be used under the FY22 COA?
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• Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessments
• Direct Cleanups
• Health monitoring of vulnerable populations near 

sites
• Institutional control and engineering control 

monitoring 
• Area-wide planning for the assessment, cleanup 

and/or re-use of brownfield sites
• Eligible work under the COA at brownfield sites 

within 100 miles of the geographic boundary
described in the scope of work

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/information-eligible-planning-activities


How does the FY22 COA affect you?
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 FY22 COA is an attachment to the FY22 (and later) Terms and Conditions, 
so adopting the FY22 COA is a condition of:

• All new RLF grant awards AND
• All amendments to Open RLF cooperative agreements

 Former CARs with only post-closeout program income are also highly 
encouraged to contact their EPA Project Officer to update to the FY22 
COA

 For more details, contact your EPA Project Officer or see the Fact Sheet 
at https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-revolving-loan-fund-
rlf-grants (under RLF Closeout Resources).

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-revolving-loan-fund-rlf-grants


EPA’s New COA Monitoring Process
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 This will be done every November

 EPA will evaluate the post-closeout program income balance and how it 
is being used
o All the additional flexibilities in the FY22 COA make it easier for CARs 

to use post-closeout program income

 This process will occur whether the CAR signs the FY22 COA or not

COA Monitoring = 
A process for the annual evaluation of post-closeout grants by EPA 

to determine if CARs are complying with their COA.
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Progress 
Check

Historical Background 

NEXT: Reporting

EPA’s New COA Monitoring Process

ACRES Overview & Demonstration

Q&A Opportunity for RLF Grant Recipients

FY22 COA Template

RLF Closeout Agreements (COAs)

Sample Post-Closeout Report (Draft)



New Reporting Tasks
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 Submit an annual Post-Closeout Report with post-closeout program income 
(PCPI) information accurate as of September 30th

 Enter the PCPI information in ACRES under COA Tracking Number
 If you have not signed the FY22 COA, POs are required to enter this 

information on the CAR’s behalf so POs will be contacting you to get the 
information

UNDER FY22 COA, BY OCTOBER 31st the CAR will:

REPORTING UNDER OPEN RLF GRANT:  
If operating under an open cooperative agreement with FY22 
or later terms and conditions, CARs will be required to report 

program income information in ACRES quarterly. 



Breakdown of PCPI for Reporting
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 Among the information required for COA monitoring is the Total PCPI Balance, 
Committed PCPI Balance, and Uncommitted PCPI Balance

 Total PCPI Balance:  This is the balance of PCPI in the CAR’s post-closeout RLF 
bank account as of the reporting date.

Remember: PCPI = Post-Closeout Program Income

Uncommitted PCPI Balance = Total PCPI Balance - Committed PCPI Balance



Committed vs Uncommitted PCPI
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 Committed PCPI Balance:  This the amount of PCPI funds that are committed as of the 
reporting date for:
• Pending loans and subgrants which are defined as loans/subgrants that have been 

approved through the applicant’s decision process (e.g., board or committee) but have not 
been awarded with a fully-signed agreement as of the reporting date;

• Unreimbursed costs for a cleanup that is completed or underway through an executed 
loan or subgrant, which is defined as a loan/subgrant with a fully-signed agreement and 
award date that precedes the reporting date;

• Estimated costs for personnel, travel, contracts, or other programmatic costs necessary to 
maintain the RLF for the next five years; and,

• Other eligible uses of funds as defined by the COA that have been approved through the 
applicant’s decision process (e.g., board or committee), such as direct cleanups, 
assessments, etc.

 Uncommitted PCPI Balance: This is the amount of PCPI funds that are uncommitted as 
of the reporting date. 

Uncommitted PCPI Balance = Total PCPI Balance - Committed PCPI Balance



Draft Sample Post-Closeout Report
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 Optional format that CARs can use to report all the information EPA 
will need for annual COA monitoring process

 If you have comments on the Draft version which has been provided 
for this training, submit them to OBLRComments@epa.gov by 
February 12, 2023 with “RLF Sample Post-Closeout Report” in the 
subject line of the email

 EPA will post the Final version to the Brownfields Program website 
(under RLF Closeout Resources) when it is available

mailto:OBLRComments@epa.gov
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Check

Historical Background 

NEXT: Reporting

EPA’s New COA Monitoring Process

ACRES Overview & Demonstration

Q&A Opportunity for RLF Grant Recipients

FY22 COA Template

RLF Closeout Agreements (COAs)

Sample Post-Closeout Report (Draft)



https://www.epa.gov/brownfields
https://acres6.epa.gov

ACRES 
Assessment, Cleanup, and Redevelopment Exchange System

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields
https://acres6.epa.gov/


o To gain access to your Revolving Loan Fund forms, you will need 
to add your cooperative agreement number to your ACRES 
account. 

o From your ACRES home page, click the Add CA to my list link on 
the WHERE DO I START? card.

• For open grants, please enter your 8-digit cooperative agreement 
number. Leave out any prefixes (RP, BF) and suffixes (-0, -1)

BF 01J97405- 1
• For post-closeout grants, use the COA Tracking Number at the 

top of page 1 if you have an FY22 COA, or the cooperative 
agreement number for each non-FY22 COA.  Also leave out any 
prefixes and suffixes.

Adding your Cooperative Agreement to ACRES



o RLF recipients must report program income details on the Brownfields RLF 
Form, which is part of your RLF CA Details page.

o When operating under a closeout agreement (COA) in post-closeout status, 
use the RLF Form to report information on the Post-Closeout Program 
Income (PCPI) and post-closeout reporting. 

o Updates should be made on a quarterly basis for Open grants and an annual 
basis for Post-Closeout grants or in accordance with the Closeout Agreement.

o At a minimum, the RLF Form should be updated whenever a progress report 
is submitted to EPA.

Brownfields RLF Form for Program Income



Cooperative Agreement Details page
The Cooperative Agreement Details page gives an overview of your CA. This is where you access your 
RLF Program Income Balance form. This page is a great way to view all data currently entered under 
your CA, including all previously entered Program Income Balance information. 



Program Income Balance: Open & Closed RLFs
The Program Income Balance form for open and closed RLFs captures Program Income Balance, As of date, and 
whether Additional Program Income is expected.

There are help icons through this page to define & clarify the data fields. The help text comes directly from the RLF 
form instructions (linked in ACRES). 

In ACRES, you can also add any Permanent documentation and/or temporary submission notes. (*Note: These text 
fields are not visible outside of ACRES.)



Program Income Balance: Post-Closeout RLFs
In Post-Closeout, more detailed Post-Closeout Program Income (PCPI) information is collected. 



• Registration
https://acres6.epa.gov

• ACRES Help Desk
acres_help@epa.gov or (703)-284-8212

• ACRES Information web page:  
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields

• Training Materials 
• Copies of Presentation
• Quick Reference Guides 
• Release Notes
• A link to this page is available at the bottom of every

ACRES page including the Log In page.

What if I have Questions? 

https://acres6.epa.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields
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Historical Background 

Reporting

EPA’s New COA Monitoring Process

ACRES Overview & Demonstration

NEXT: Q&A Opportunity for RLF Grant Recipients

FY22 COA Template

RLF Closeout Agreements (COAs)

Sample Post-Closeout Report (Draft)
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Regional RLF 
Brownfield 

Leads

REGIONAL RLF LEADS & STATES
EPA Region 1 – Dorrie Paar
Paar.Dorrie@epa.gov (617) 918-1432

CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT

EPA Region 2 – Patrick Peck
Peck.Patrick@epa.gov (212) 637-4928

NJ, NY, PR, VI

EPA Region 3 – Brett Gilmartin
Gilmartin.Brett@epa.gov (215) 814-3405    

DE, DC, MD, PA, VA, WV

EPA Region 4 – Brian Gross
Gross.Brian@epa.gov (404) 562-8604 

AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, 
SC, TN

EPA Region 5 – Keary Cragan
Cragan.Keary@epa.gov (312) 353-5669

IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI

EPA Region 6 – Camisha Scott
Scott.Camisha@epa.gov (214) 665-6755

AR, LA, NM, OK, TX

EPA Region 7 – Susan Klein 
Klein.Susan@epa.gov (913) 551-7786

IA, KS, MO, NE

EPA Region 8 – Ted Lanzano
Lanzano.Ted@epa.gov (303) 312-6596

CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY

EPA Region 9 – Noemi Emeric-Ford
Emeric-Ford.Noemi@epa.gov (213) 244-1821

AZ, CA, HI, NV, Pacific 
Island Territories

EPA Region 10 – Margaret Olson
Olson.Margaret@epa.gov (503) 326-5874

AK, ID, OR, WA

Headquarters Contact
Nicole Wireman

OBLRComments@epa.gov

mailto:Paar.Dorrie@epa.gov
mailto:Peck.Patrick@epa.gov
mailto:gilmartin.brett@epa.gov
mailto:gross.brian@epa.gov
mailto:cragan.keary@epa.gov
mailto:Scott.Camisha@epa.gov
mailto:Klein.Susan@epa.gov
mailto:Lanzano.Ted@epa.gov
mailto:Emeric-Ford.Noemi@epa.gov
mailto:%20Griffith.Terri@epa.gov
mailto:OBLRComments@epa.gov


Upcoming RLF-
Specific Technical 
Assistance Grant

• NOW OPEN! Check out 
EPA's new grant 
opportunities for 
brownfields technical 
assistance & research

• Applications due 
February 14, 2023
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Fnn2ZtkZxAK0_UfMoGJyGsK1fWH4qDvwLhCEKsxmNo_NYM4M_FxDZaiJOf6JUpzOTI-3NYwB1N_MyKQ41XYrCo45VlbF-onTdzBVRvozCKPHubTkCwKT_DH2nthEY7VosoCXtCNhyhbsmOfZSQygkrJ_uQfB_O0NH_aG_bsx8cQ6cjwm_5Jo7D3a_kpZiNptMphOchMixU3caMl1Wi20VcGib6XRzUxKTKaMgjj5r16DKhXQQKYbSA%3D%3D%26c%3DhNhXPJgdhvyjs9417qTYDhVYLfqxHX_QHqZJ-SRtWEqxMCcr1W7S6w%3D%3D%26ch%3DTLG_h9CmJaHn2x11EQk84zXU2yjW1CGo7YuRAJhgbFZ06vhLU6VBtQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cwireman.nicole%40epa.gov%7Cd608ad70de5745731d9d08dac8c407c5%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638043041515317629%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uFZ9HGCT6DYmRJG86z%2B6vTXaE0cr%2BS4U%2FUjD%2BSZHLZA%3D&reserved=0


https://brownfields2023.org/

https://brownfields2023.org/
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• The recording of this presentation and a 
copy of the Q&A will be available in the 
coming weeks. Please check 
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/janua
ry-2023-rlf-acres-training

Thanks for 
Joining Us!!

Click Here to Join the 
Brownfields Program Listserv

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/january-2023-rlf-acres-training
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/SVbfoYx/BrownfieldsListserv
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