
Updates from East Palestine Response  
 
EAST PALESTINE, Ohio – Today, EPA issued a statement on soil sampling efforts. We have worked closely to 
review all sampling and monitoring data and feel confident that residents can safely use the East Palestine City 
Park. As springtime activities begin, we continue to work with the village to address concerns about park safety 
for regular use. After an additional independent review requested by the village, the decision was made to 
move forward with the annual Spring Fling as the public is invited to “shop, hop and eat all day” in East 
Palestine, OH.  

The full statement and sampling results can be found here.  

The independent review was made available by EPA through the Technical Assistance Services for Communities 
Program to provide independent assistance through contract to assist the village with scientific review and 
analysis. This technical assistance program guides communities in the direction of their choice. The  

Air Sampling Dashboard  

Yesterday, EPA updated the Air Sampling Dashboard data for samples collected in communities near the 
derailment site . Users can review air sampling data from different times, dates, and locations in the area. The 
purpose of air sampling is to measure how much of a specific contaminant is present in the air over a period. As 
we continue to collect samples and conduct real-time air monitoring, the Unified Command remains confident 
that the air quality and the health of residents continues to be protected. 

EPA also published a new edition of the East Palestine Train Derailment Response Newsletter. EPA is now mailing 
and distributing the newsletter weekly to area residents in East Palestine, Negley, Darlington, and surrounding 
communities. 

Response By the Numbers  

• 15,638 tons est. (+1,527 tons) of contaminated soil shipped  

• 10,132,751 gallons (+170,387 gallons) of liquid waste shipped  

• 627 indoor air screenings  

• 290 private well samples conducted 

• The Welcome Center has received 462 visitors 

What to expect this week 

At the derailment site: 

• We anticipate reaching major milestones for the south track backfill and restoration work at the 
derailment site. 

• Work is ongoing to remove contaminated material from the derailment site along the south track. 

• Sampling has continued while contaminated material is removed from track areas. 

• Contaminated soil and wastewater will continue to be shipped off site. 

• Continued heavy truck traffic along designated routes with Taggart Street remaining closed to the 
public. 

In the greater community: 

• Pennsylvania residents can call the Department of Health Hotline (877-PA-HEALTH) to connect with a 
nurse to find appropriate local health care services. 

• Stream contaminant mitigation and water quality Improvement efforts in Sulphur Run and Leslie Run 

https://www.epa.gov/oh/city-park-soil-sampling-results-east-palestine-ohio-train-derailment-emergency-response
http://eastpalestine-oh.gov/notices/ep-park-soil-sample-test-results/
https://www.epa.gov/oh/air-sampling-data-east-palestine-ohio-train-derailment
https://www.epa.gov/oh/east-palestine-train-derailment-response-newsletter-4-4-2023
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/images/2023-04/authorized-truck-routes-ep.jpg?itok=zAc8oyrp


are nearing completion. 

• Air monitoring will continue at 23 locations around the community. 

• EPA’s mobile laboratory will continue to collect samples and conduct real-time air monitoring in the 
community.  

• Crews will complete the majority of Phase 1 soil sampling by April 8, 2023. 

• Creek agitation and aeration is nearing completion and creek soil washing will continue. 

Air Quality 

The Unified Command issued a joint update on the multilayered approach to measure air quality to the EPA website 
(link). Unified Command’s top priority is the health and safety of the residents of Ohio and Pennsylvania whose 
lives have been impacted by the train derailment, and the member organizations remain confident that the air 
quality there is safe, and that the health of residents continues to be protected.  

To date, 628 indoor air screenings have been conducted. Air monitoring continues 24/7 at 23 stations 
throughout the community. No detections of vinyl chloride or hydrogen chloride have been identified. 
 
During the soil removal at the derailment site, EPA and independent contractors are conducting air monitoring 
within the work zone and throughout the surrounding community. This includes continuous air monitoring and 
sampling at the site and throughout the community. EPA’s TAGA mobile laboratory is also conducting an air 
monitoring near the soil excavation area. EPA does not anticipate exceedances of levels of health concern 
because of the soil removal work. 

Soil Removal at the Derailment Site  

Work at the site includes removing tracks in sections and removing soil and placing it in a staging area for 
disposal. Soil removal continues at the south track rail area; planning for the north track rail removal is 
underway. During the soil removal process, Norfolk Southern, with EPA oversight, will conduct soil sampling 
beneath the excavated rail track. 
 
Liquid Waste Removal 

Wastewater is collected to ensure water does not leave the derailment site or staging piles of contaminated soil. 
Wastewater is generated after rain falls on contaminated soil and is collected and from cleaning and washing 
trucks before they leave site.  

Soil Sampling 

EPA has reviewed preliminary data from some of the soil sampling related to the controlled burn that occurred 
during response actions to the train derailment in East Palestine. While final results will be available in the 
coming weeks, EPA’s review of the preliminary data indicates levels of semi-volatile organic chemicals and 
dioxins in the samples are similar to typical background levels. 

EPA and Norfolk Southern contractors continue to take soil samples at agricultural, commercial, recreational, and 
residential properties in both Ohio and Pennsylvania. To date, 132 properties have been sampled. This soil 
sampling effort will help identify if contaminants, including SVOCs and dioxins, are present and may have been 
caused by the train derailment. 

### 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-03/East%20Palestine%20Ohio%20Train%20Derailment%20Unified%20Command%20Update.pdf


 
 


