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About  t he  Chesa pea ke
Ba y Commission

 

TRI-S TATE LEGIS LATIVE BODY 

• Codified by General Assemblies of MD, VA, and PA in the 1980s
• Signatory to each Bay Agreement
• Legislative voice within the Chesapeake Bay Program
• Advise General Assemblies and US Congress
• Translate science and local issues into policy

7  MEMBERS  FROM EACH S TATE
2 State Senators
3 House Members
1 Gubernatorial Designee
1 Citizen Representative



Wa t er  Qua lit y 
Implement a t ion 
Pla ns

49%
Nitrogen pollution 
reduct ion goa l 
achieved by 2021

60 % Percent  of t ot a l nit rogen 
reduct ions  achieved by 
Was t ewa te r

0 %
Percent  of t ot a l 
nit rogen reduct ions  
achieved by the  
Deve loped s ector



Agr icult ur e  
According to the Phase III WIPs,
8 5 % of rema ining  pollut ion reduct ions
will come  from agriculture  s ect or --
even a s  more  product ion is  concent ra t ed 
on fewer acre s .



Wa t er  Qua lit y 
Response
Only 2 9 % of t ida l wa t e rs  ha ve  
a t t a ined wa t e r qua lit y s t a nda rds
for dissolved oxygen, water clarity/SAV and 
chlorophyll a -- up from 26% in 198 5  but  
down from an a ll-t ime  high of 4 2%.



"...clea n wa t er , 
a bunda nt  life , 
conser ved la nds , 
a nd a ccess  t o t he  
wa t er , a  vibr a nt  
cult ur a l her it a ge 
a nd a  diver s it y of  
enga ged 
s t a keholder s ."

- Ches a pea ke  Ba y Prog ra m 
Vis ion

10
Goals

31
Outcomes

14
Out comes  Comple t ed 

or On Course

17
Out comes  Unce rt a in 

or Off Course



Adva ncing a n 
Ecosyst em 
and all its services
Greater recognition of how our goals and 
outcomes relate to each other and to the 
beneficial use of our watershed's natural 
resources will help diversify our stakeholders 
and our resources, empowering local action 
watershed -wide.



Fisher ies
"[Blue Crab] fishery exploitation rates have 
been low, but  bot h a dult  a bunda nce  a nd 
recruit ment  ha ve  not  increa s ed cons is t ent ly 
a s  expect ed. This  appa rent  dis connect  
be t ween t he  spawning  s t ock, recruit ment , and 
fishe ry pe rformance  indica t e s  a  clea r a nd 
pre s s ing  need t o reeva lua t e  t he  s t ock 
a s s e s s ment  mode l."

-2022 Chesapeake  Bay Blue  Crab 
Advisory Report

Phot o: Dave  Harp



For es t s  a nd 
Tr ee Ca nopy

19 0 ,5 5 7  
a cre s

Cumulative forest buffer 
implement a t ion planned 
by 2025

2 0 % Fores t  buffe r 
prog res s  by 2021

Net  los s  in Urban Tree  
Canopy Cover be t ween 
2013 /14  and 2017/18



Clima t e  Cha nge
Understanding how our changing projections of 
ra infa ll, s ea  leve ls , and t empera tures  will impact  
runoff ra t e s , fre shwate r flows , habit a t  los s  and 
species  re sponse . 

He lping  communit ie s  mit iga t e  t he  impact s  t o t he ir 
homes , t he ir live lihoods , and t he ir cult ura lly-
s ignificant  spaces .



Tha nk you
Anna  Killius

akillius@chesbay.org

Chesapeake  Bay  Confe rence ,  Dec .  8 ,  1983 
Che s a p e a ke  Ba y  Prog ra m  p hot o  a rchive s
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