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Disclaimer: This presentation and any opinions 
expressed do not necessarily represent those of the 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality or the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.



Then…



Now…



From Disasters…



…Come Environmental Statutes/Regulations

Oil Tanker Torrey Canyon  National Contingency Plan (1968)

Cuyahoga River Fire  Clean Water Act (1972)

Love Canal   Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act or CERCLA (1980)

Bhopal India  Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act or EPCRA (1986)

Exxon Valdez  Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA 90)

Elk River  America’s Water Infrastructure Act amendment to EPCRA (2018)



National Contingency Plan, Clean Water Act & 
OPA 90
• “Blue Print” for oil and hazardous substance incidents (see CERCLA)
• Roles & responsibilities: Federal / State / Locals / Responsible Party
• Plans & Planning Entities
• Exercises
• Priorities
• Phases of a response



Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act
• Established prohibitions and 

requirements for closed and 
abandoned hazardous waste sites

• Established liability of responsible 
parties 

• Established the ‘Superfund’
• Provided for removals

• short term
• long term



Cover Credit: Bladev/Sygma

Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-
Know Act (EPCRA)

• Emergency Planning
• Emergency Notification
• Community Right-to-Know
• American Water Infrastructure Act 

(EPCRA Amendment)



Planning Entities

Facility Planning

Local Emergency Planning Committees

State Departments of Emergency Management

Inland & Coastal Area Committees 

Regional Response Teams

National Response Team



The Plans

Facility
Response Plans 

(FRP)

Vessel 
Response Plans 

(VRP)

Local PlansState Plans

Inland and Coastal Area 
Contingency Plans (ACPs)
+ Annexes developed by 

Area Committees

Regional Contingency
Plans (RCP) developed by 
Regional Response Team

National Contingency
Plan (NCP)



Stafford Act Response vs NCP Response
Stafford Act NCP

Lead agency:  FEMA Lead agency:  EPA or USCG
• DOE and DOD also have OSC emergency response authority for 

their CERCLA incidents

Request for federal support must be made by state 
(Governor) or tribe (Chief Executive)

• Except for certain emergencies involving primary 
federal responsibility

Federal gov’t makes independent evaluation of need for federal 
response.

• State or tribal requests for help do not have to come from 
Governor/Chief Executive level.

Federal role is to support states/tribes Federal government may, and in some cases must, lead the 
response.

• Federal government has on-scene, tactical command authority

N/A Federal government has enforcement authorities over 
responsible parties.

State cost share may be required No state cost share for emergency responses
Broad scope of federal assistance Scope of federal response as defined in CERCLA and CWA/OPA – 

may not be as broad as Stafford Act



Response & Incident Management
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Incident Management
CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Downstream drinking 
water intakes 

HAZMAT / OIL  
Mitigate release (Responsible 
party, locality, state, feds) 

NATURAL RESOURCES
Environmental and 
wildlife impacts

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPACTS
Air monitoring
Health Risk

PUBLIC INFORMATION
Media inquiries, social 
media trends

COMMUNITY CONCERNS
Health, Social, Economic

SPECIAL INTERESTS
River keepers, wildlife 
rehabbers, recreationalists 



Resource Requests



Incident Management  vs  Event Management

EVENT

Oil/hazmat release
Response
Recovery 

INCIDENT
INCIDENT

People
Press 
Politics

EVENT



Community Engagement

! ? ?!



Public Information



Illicit Dumping



Oceana Jet Fuel Spill



Oceana Jet Fuel Spill (cont 1)



Oceana Jet Fuel Spill (cont 2)



Oceana Jet Fuel Spill (cont 3)



Oceana Jet Fuel Spill (cont 4)



Oceana Jet Fuel Spill (cont 5)
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