
MID-ATLANTIC REGION

Welcome! 
We will get started 

soon. 

You have arrived at:

Reimagine Middle 
Branch: 
Environmental 
Justice in Action



Friendly 
Reminders 

Before 
We Get 
Started 

Please mute yourself and turn off your webcam 
during presentations.

If you encounter technical difficulties during the 
meeting, you can:

  Send a chat message directly to Host or IT Support

  Email epamidatlsummit@michaeldbaker.com with the
subject line “Zoom Support“

This session is being recorded and will be made available after the summit.

mailto:epamidatlsummit@michaeldbaker.com
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REIMAGINE MIDDLE 
BRANCH
Parks, projects, & programs to connect 
communities in South Baltimore
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This is not a capital project with 
environmental justice elements, but 
rather an environmental justice 
project with capital elements.

Dr. Frank Lance, CEO Parks & People Foundation 
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This 1819 Survey of the 
Patapsco River reminds us 
that this was once a natural 
landscape, full of wetlands 

and aquatic habitat.
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40 years later, in 1859, the 
growing city and its industrial 

port are steadily 
approaching from the 

north.
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This 1935 municipal map 
shows the transformation of 

the Middle Branch to a major 
industrial port through 

filling (green) and channel 
dredging. 
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A 1972 aerial photo 
shows intense 
industrial and port 
development. 

This was a globally-
significant shipping 
terminal, the eastern 
terminus of the 
Western Maryland 
Railroad.
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USACE 2008 Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Project: “Of the 3,000 acres of 
wetlands originally in the Middle Branch, approximately 218 remain.” The 
remaining wetland habitat is impaired, eroding, and dominated by invasive, non-
native species such as Phragmites. 
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The Baltimore Harbor watershed is a highly 
urbanized environment. TMDLs have been 
established for nitrogen, phosphorus, total 
suspended solids, and trash. 
According to the MDE Biological Stressor 
Identification (BSID) Report (2014):

“Biological communities in the Baltimore Harbor 
Watershed are likely degraded due to 
anthropogenic channelization of stream 
segments [and] anthropogenic alterations of 
riparian buffer zones.” (Page vii)

“The stressors identified by … this report are 
typical symptoms of “urban stream syndrome” 
and are the result of urban development and 
anthropogenic disturbances within the 
watershed. “ (Page 17)

Shoreline Trash

Erosion



LITTLE HANOVER AND POTEE BRIDGES CROSSING THE PATAPSCO

REIMAGINE MIDDLE BRANCH OVERVIEW
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MIDDLE BRANCH PARK AND CHERRY HILL

REIMAGINE MIDDLE BRANCH: UPLAND PARK AND TRAIL PROJECTS











Environmental 
Injustice: Reedbird 
Incinerator
This major municipal incinerator 
was sited in the African-
American neighborhood of 
Cherry Hill. 
Ash was used to fill in the 
wetlands. 
Kids had to play in the shadow 
of the smokestacks.



1962



$25 Million 
Middle Branch 

Fitness & 
Wellness Center

This new facility in Cherry Hill is 
the nicest recreation campus 
in Baltimore, featuring indoor 
and outdoor pools, indoor and 
outdoor basketball courts, and 

indoor and outdoor walking 
tracks.



Ripken 
Field at 

MBFWC
BCRP, SBGP, and the 

Ripken Foundation 
collaborated on this $3 

million turf field in Cherry 
Hill. 

This waterfront field, which 
comes complete with 

lighting, is a major part of 
the Middle Branch Fitness 

& Wellness Center 
Campus in Cherry Hill.



Carroll Park 
Recreation 

Center  
BCRP and SBGP are 

reopening this shuttered 
Rec Center in Pigtown 

after 20 years.

It is being designed with 
a “Campus Model” 

connects this building to 
the nearby park, 

playground, skate park, 
and school gymnasium.



South Baltimore 
Gateway Sports 

Network

SBGP funds Free Youth 
Sports in Low-Income 

Communities.
Often these are operated 
by nonprofit Community-

Based Providers.



Youth Fitness & 
Enrichment  
Programs
SBGP funds youth 
programs such as:
• Cherry Hill Eagles
• Restoring Inner City Hope
• Westport Patriots
• Baltimore Community 

Rowing
• My Girls Gymnastics
• Westport Boys & Girls 

Club
• Pigtown Climbs



Major New Park Along 
Westport Waterfront

BCRP, SBGP, Westport CEDC, the 
Mayor’s Office, and the developer of ONE 
Westport are collaborating to create a 
new park and trail system along the 
Westport Waterfront.

Design meetings are now underway.



Black Sox 
Memorial Park

Parks & People is 
establishing a memorial 
park for the Baltimore 

Black Sox and other long-
overlooked South Baltimore 

athletic heroes.

This will be located along 
the Westport Waterfront. 
The exact location will be 

determined by the planning 
process now underway.



Middle Branch 
Marina

The Environmental Justice 
Journalism Initiative (EJJI) has 
taken over part of the marina for 

use as an environmental education 
and career development center. 

They have now brought in partners:

UMBC is using the marina to train a 
new generation of scientists from 
under-represented backgrounds.

IMET has installed a water quality 
monitoring station as part of DNR’s 

Eyes on the Bay.

SERC is also doing research and 
seeking joint funding with EJJI.



Footpath
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A NEW GREEN AND CONNECTED SHORELINE
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Middle Branch Resiliency 
Initiative

Maryland’s largest coastal resilience 
initiative, restoring 50+ acres of 
habitat along 11 miles of shoreline.
Stage 1 is already underway, creating 
40 acres of habitat for $53 million.
Stage 2 is now in development.



½  MILE 1 MILE

N

Mid d le  Branch

Pa t ap s co Rive r
CHERRY HILL

LAKELAND

BROOKLYN

CURTIS BAY

WESTPORT

MOUNT WINANS

SAINT PAUL

PIGTOWN

BARRE CIRCLE

RIDGELY’S
DELIGHT

OTTERBEIN

SHARP-
LEADENHALL

FEDERAL HILL

RIVERSIDE

SOUTH 
BALTIMORE

PORT COVINGTON

LOCUST 
POINT

Inne r Harb or

CARROLL-
CAMDEN

ENTERTAINMENT
DISTRICT

6

5

8

7

4

3

2

1

Masonville Cove

Reedbird Island ‘Site 5a’

MedStar Harbor Hospital

Middle Branch Park

Smith Cove

Ridgely’s Cove

BGE Spring Garden

West Covington Park

Port Covington 

Trails

Complete Streets

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

LIVING SHORELINE 
PROJECTS

9





½  MILE 1 MILE

N

Mid d le  Branch

Pa t ap s co Rive r
CHERRY HILL

LAKELAND

BROOKLYN

CURTIS BAY

WESTPORT

MOUNT WINANS

SAINT PAUL

PIGTOWN

BARRE CIRCLE

RIDGELY’S
DELIGHT

OTTERBEIN

SHARP-
LEADENHALL

FEDERAL HILL

RIVERSIDE

SOUTH 
BALTIMORE

PORT COVINGTON

LOCUST 
POINT

Inne r Harb or

CARROLL-
CAMDEN

ENTERTAINMENT
DISTRICT

6

5

8

7

4

3

2

1

Masonville Cove

Reedbird Island ‘Site 5a’

MedStar Harbor Hospital

Middle Branch Park

Smith Cove

Ridgely’s Cove

BGE Spring Garden

West Covington Park

Port Covington 

Trails

Complete Streets

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

LIVING SHORELINE 
PROJECTS

9



½  MILE 1 MILE

N

Mid d le  Branch

Pa t ap s co Rive r
CHERRY HILL

LAKELAND

BROOKLYN

CURTIS BAY

WESTPORT

MOUNT WINANS

SAINT PAUL

PIGTOWN

BARRE CIRCLE

RIDGELY’S
DELIGHT

OTTERBEIN

SHARP-
LEADENHALL

FEDERAL HILL

RIVERSIDE

SOUTH 
BALTIMORE

PORT COVINGTON

LOCUST 
POINT

Inne r Harb or

CARROLL-
CAMDEN

ENTERTAINMENT
DISTRICT

6

5

8

7

4

3

2

1

Masonville Cove

Reedbird Island ‘Site 5a’

MedStar Harbor Hospital

Middle Branch Park

Smith Cove

Ridgely’s Cove

BGE Spring Garden

West Covington Park

Port Covington 

Trails

Complete Streets

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

LIVING SHORELINE 
PROJECTS

9



Chronic Flood Risk to Critical Infrastructure

41

NOAA Coastal Flood Exposure Mapper Baltimore City Hurricane Inundation Map Baltimore City Nuisance Flooding Map



Middle Branch Resiliency Initiative: Stage 1









MID-ATLANTIC REGION

We are on a brief break.
 
The next session 
will start at 2:00.
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