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Water quality co leads 
Introductions 
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• Ronald (Ron) McClary, P.E. – Environmental Engineer 
• Co-Lead Water Quality Coordinator 
• Ronald.McClary@bsee.gov 
• (504) 736-2985 

• Kimberly Ward, Petroleum Engineer 
• Co-Lead Water Quality Coordinator 
• Kimberly.Ward@bsee.gov 
• (504) 736-2677 

mailto:Kimberly.Ward@bsee.gov
mailto:Ronald.McClary@bsee.gov


Agenda 

• Environmental Compliance Program 

• Gulf of Mexico Region – Office of Environmental Compliance 

• Water Quality Program 
• Interagency Coordination 
• Governing regulations 
• Inspections 

• Questions 
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Bureau of safety and environmental enforcement 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PROGRAM 
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The Environmental Compliance Program is the bureau’s national program 
comprised of 4 Regional locations that work together to support BSEE’s overall 
compliance mission. 

• Alaska Outer Continental Shelf Region 
• Pacific Outer Continental Shelf Region 
• Gulf of Mexico Outer Continental Shelf Region 

• Office of Environmental Compliance 

• Headquarters 



Bureau of safety and environmental enforcement 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PROGRAM 
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Our Mission is to ensure lessees/operators subject to BSEE 
jurisdiction and active on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
comply with: 

• All required environmental laws and regulations 

• Environmental standards established by science and found in leases, 
plans, permits; and 

• Applied mitigations and terms/conditions of approval 
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Bureau of safety and environmental enforcement 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PROGRAM 



Agenda 

• Environmental Compliance Program 

• Gulf of Mexico Region – Office of Environmental Compliance 

• Water Quality Program 
• Interagency Coordination 
• Governing regulations 

• Inspections 

• Questions 
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Office of Environmental Compliance 
Gulf of Mexico Regional office 
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TJ Broussard 

Regional Environmental Officer 

Herb Leedy 
Supervisor 

Coordination & Review Unit 

‐ Artificial Reef Coordinator 
‐ Protected Species Coordinator 
‐ Federal Preservation Officer 

(FPO) 
‐ NEPA Coordinator 

‐ Post‐Activity Submittal (PAS) 
Coordinator 

Judy Triche 
Supervisor 

Environmental Monitoring Unit 

‐Water Quality 

‐ Air Quality 

‐Marine Ecology 

‐Marine Debris 



• Water Quality Coordinates with: 
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) permit issues 
• Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) on research and water quality analysis needs 
• U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) on issues involving general pollution prevention and National Response 

Center reports (internal database) 
• BSEE Regional and District Field Operations Offices and Oil Spill Preparedness Division (OSPD) 

• Conducts field compliance verification through risk-based planning and inspections 

• Enforces non-compliance and ensures effective corrective action requirements 
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Water quality Program 
Environmental Monitoring Unit 
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• A 1984 MOU between DOI and EPA established procedures 
for cooperation for issuing and enforcing NPDES General 
Permits for OCS facilities 
• Under the MOU BSEE conducts inspections of OCS Facilities on 

EPA’s behalf 

• Existing regional MOAs between BSEE and EPA Regional 
Offices further outline NPDES responsibilities to address: 
• Post lease monitoring 
• Inspection and enforcement roles and procedures 

Interagency Coordination 
How Bsee, BOEM, and EPA Work Together 



• Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act 
• 30 CFR 250.300 Subchapter C- Pollution Prevention and Control 

• Clean Water Act 
• Principal statute governing pollution control and water quality 
• Establishes conditions and requires permitting for discharge of pollutants into the 

waters of the U.S. under the National pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
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Water quality Enforcement 
Environmental Monitoring Unit 



Agenda 

• Environmental Compliance Program 

• Gulf of Mexico Region – Office of Environmental Compliance 

• Water Quality Program 
• Interagency Coordination 
• Governing regulations 

• Inspections 

• Questions 
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• Risk assessment matrix database using NRC reports that follows trends or 
commonalities of releases by: 

• reoccurring responsible party 
• Equipment type 
• Pollutant type 
• Particular practice 

• History of incidents of non compliance 
• EPA input 
• District input 
• Production rates 
• Water quality inspection history 
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Water quality Inspections 
Environmental Monitoring Unit 



Gulf of Mexico facilities 
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Key Take-Away Messages 

BSEE is responsible for implementing and enforcing most environmental 
regulations on the OCS that fall under DOI jurisdiction. 

• We use the full range of enforcement tools available to ensure a high level of 
compliance, encourage safe and environmentally sound results, and verify that 
the operator is conducting all operations within BSEE’s purview in a safe and 
responsible manner. 

BSEE Water Quality, BOEM, and EPA all work together on the OCS under 
MOAs 
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Ronald (Ron) McClary, P.E. – Environmental  Engineer 
• Co-Lead Water Quality Coordinator 
• Ronald.McClary@bsee.gov 
• (504) 736-2985 

Kimberly Ward, Petroleum Engineer 
• Co-Lead Water Quality Coordinator 
• Kimberly.Ward@bsee.gov 
• (504) 736-2677 

BSEE Website: 
www.bsee.gov 

@BSEEgov 

BSEEgov 

Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental 
Enforcement 

BSEEgov 

Questions? 

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 
Promoting Safety, Protecting the Environment and Conserving Offshore Resources 

mailto:Kimberly.Ward@bsee.gov
mailto:Ronald.McClary@bsee.gov
https://www.bsee.gov



