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Housekeeping

Please join by phone or computer, not 
both

You are on mute, please enter questions 
and comments into the Q&A pod

If selected to speak during dialogue, 
please limit comment to 1 minute 

Recording and transcript will be available 
online in the near future 





MINDFULNESS 
MOMENT



North Port St. Joe: Environmental 
Challenges and Successes

National Environmental Justice Community Engagement Call

May 16, 2023



Presenters on behalf 
of the community:

Dannie Bolden, North Port St Joe Project Area 
Coalition, Pioneer Bay Community 
Development Corporation (CDC)

Jeff Carney, Florida Institute for Built 
Environment Resilience (FIBER), University of 
Florida

John Hendry, North Port St Joe Project Area 
Coalition, Pioneer Bay Community 
Development Corporation (CDC) 

Michael Volk, Center for Landscape 
Conservation Planning, University of Florida



North Port St 
Joe Location 
and History

Florida 

St Joseph Bay Port St. Joe

North Port St. Joe



North Port St. 

Joe

• 395 acres

• 1,385 residents

• 608 households

• 80% African-American

• $ 21,472 per capita income

• 82% of households earn less 
than $50,000 per annum

• 25% of households earn less 
than $25,000 per annum
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North Port St 
Joe Location 
and History
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Funding Success and Program Partners



Jacksonville

Port St. Joe Gainesville

UF

Cape Coral/Lee 
County

Cedar Key

Florida Resilient Cities Program

Florida Resilient Cities (FRC) helps communities across 
Florida develop the capacity to be more prepared for, and 
more resilient to increased risk. 

Led by The Florida Institute for Built Environment Resilience 
(FIBER), Shimberg Center for Housing Studies, and the Center 
for Landscape Conservation Planning (CLC), the program 
bridges community needs with design research through the 
College of Design, Construction, and Planning, partnered 
with faculty from across the University of Florida.



Walking 
Workshop 
Along Chicken 
House Creek

Strategies to 
Reduce Risk & 
Improve Drainage
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Nature-based Solutions:
• Nature Based Solutions to 

Mitigate Climate Impacts in 
North Port St Joe (2022) 

• Phase 1: Identify nature-
based projects for North 
Port St Joe to:

• Enhance community 
health and/or resilience

• Mitigate climate 
hazards

• Incorporate equity into 
the planning and design 
process

• Phase 2: A fully designed 
nature-based project for 
North Port St Joe. 



Rights of Way
1. Battles Street

Wetland Restoration
2.   Avenue F-G Water Quality Improvement Wetland
3.   First St-Avenue A Stormwater Reduction Wetland

Occupied parcels
4.    Individual stormwater reduction strategies

Unoccupied/vacant parcels
5. Stormwater management 

Three Tiers
- Private Properties
-  Public  Infrastructure
-  Long term needs

Based on a 2021 Public Workshop Series

Nature-based Solutions:



The Broader Context:
Nature-based solutions as part of a broader system 
and set of plans

2016 North Port St Joe Master Plan Project Opportunities



The Broader Context:
• Port St Joe Vulnerability Assessment (2022)

• Prioritize needs and values of community 
stakeholders

• Data collection and vulnerability assessment 
focused on flood risks

• Comprehensive plan amendments and policy 
recommendations to manage growth

• Identification of adaptation actions to address 
future risks

Storm Category 1 @2040



The Broader Context:
• Port St Joe Vulnerability Assessment (2022)

• Prioritize needs and values of community 
stakeholders

• Data collection and vulnerability assessment 
focused on flood risks

• Comprehensive plan amendments and policy 
recommendations to manage growth

• Identification of adaptation actions to address 
future risks

Storm Category 2 @2040



Storm Category 3 @2040

The Broader Context:
• Port St Joe Vulnerability Assessment (2022)

• Prioritize needs and values of community 
stakeholders

• Data collection and vulnerability assessment 
focused on flood risks

• Comprehensive plan amendments and policy 
recommendations to manage growth

• Identification of adaptation actions to address 
future risks



Storm Category 3 @2040

The Broader Context:
• Port St Joe Vulnerability Assessment (2022)

• Prioritize needs and values of community 
stakeholders

• Data collection and vulnerability assessment 
focused on flood risks

• Comprehensive plan amendments and policy 
recommendations to manage growth

• Identification of adaptation actions to address 
future risks

Downtown

North Pot St. Joe

East Port St. Joe

West Port St. Joe

South Port St. Joe



Ongoing Community Needs



Thank You!

• National Environmental Justice Community Engagement Call

• May 16, 2023



ALLENSWORTH

SW TULARE COUNTY | CALIFORNIA

T H E  TO W N  T H AT  R E F U S E S  TO  D I E



"Allensworth is on the ancestral lands of the 

Yokuts, which today includes the federally 

recognized Tachi Yokuts Tribe and Tule River 

Indian Tribe. Allensworth is within the traditional 

territory of the Wowol, the area of the beaver. 

Chawlown was a Wowol village near present-day 

Allensworth that moved with the tides of Tulare 

Lake. Tulare Lake is the center of the Yokuts' 

world and their creation place, despite its 

destruction. After the invasion, many of the 

Wowol arrived at the Santa Rosa Rancheria, 

which belongs to the Tachi Yokuts Tribe."

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT



• Founded in 1908 by retired army chaplain Col. Allen 
Allensworth and Professor William Alexander Payne

• 900-acres on the shoreline of Tulare Lakebed in the 
southern Central Valley of California

• "Tuskegee of the West" 
⚬ Self-government
⚬ Self-sufficiency
⚬ Community resilience

Allensworth History
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• Original governing body

• Revived in 1997 as a 501c3
⚬ Community health & education 

programs

• Advancing sustainability, restoration, and 
revitalization

Allensworth 
Progressive 
Association
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• 2017 - Allensworth Hamlet Plan produced 
by Tulare County 

• 2021- community outreach efforts began 
for Allensworth Community Plan (ACP) 
update

• 2022 - ACP framework approved by Tulare 
County Board of Supervisors

Allensworth 
Community Plan 

Update
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• Priority projects submitted to the CA 
Legislative Black Caucus for funding

• $40million allocated to Allensworth & Col. 
Allensworth State Historic Park from the 
Governor's budget

Allensworth 
Community Plan 

Update



The Work Done

• Established in 1974

• Original buildings restored & reconstructed 

• Nettie Morrison establishes Friends of Allensworth

• Nettie Morrison establishes annual park events 
celebrating history & culture

COL. ALLENSWORTH STATE HISTORIC PARK 
ESTABLISHED

• 2007 - 2 proposed neighboring mega-dairies 
threaten historic park & living community

• Nettie Morrison rallies residents to advocate 
against the intrusion & win!

• Legislation  passed establishing a 2.5-mile buffer 
zone around Col. Allensworth State Historic Park

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTIONS

• Moved to Allensworth in 1979

• Nettie Morrison, unofficial 'Mayor of 
Allensworth'

• Establishes community food commodities 
program

• Raised funds to save & move Allensworth 
Christian Church

NOURISHING THE SPIRIT OF 
ALLENSWORTH



A Holistic Vision



Project Area



• CPUC approved 11 affordable 
energy projects throughout the 
Central Valley

• Allensworth a recipient 
community

• Establishing solar power as the 
energy source

CA PUBLIC UTILITIES
Commission's (CPUC)

Affordable Energy
Pilot Program

• Preservation a Nettie Morrison 
endeavor

• Owned & managed by 
Allensworth Community Services 
District (ACSD)

• Seeking funding for restoration 
and preservation

THE HISTORIC 
ALLENSWORTH CEMETERY

• Provide hands-on training in 
regenerative agriculture  

• Cultivate community-grown 
solutions to ongoing challenges in 
Central Valley rural communities.

CENTRAL VALLEY 
BIPOC FARMER 

TRAINING PROGRAM 
AT TAC FARM

• Model for re-envisioning 
agriculture in the Central Valley

• Serve as an economic engine in 
Allensworth 

• Regenerative and sustainable 
closed-loop system

TAC TEACHING & 
INNOVATION FARM 

LAB



• Allensworth located at the valley-end 
of the Deer Creek watershed 

• Last undammed rivers in the state of 
California 

• Regional efforts aimed at holistic 
restoration of the watershed 

• Headwaters to groundwater
• A model for other California 

watersheds

WATERSHED RESTORATION: 
FROM OUR HEADWATERS TO 

OUR GROUNDWATER

• In 2021 $3.8M secured in funding 
for a new community well & 500k 
gallon storage tank

• New well site and tank location 
have been identified 

• Projects awaiting final authorization 
from the Dept. Fish and Wildlife 

WATER
SECURITY

• 4-week environmental youth 
summer program for regional 

• Hands-on activities, mentoring, and 
exploratory field trips 

• Introduce knowledge & skills 
needed to address drought, flood, 
and climate change

THE TULARE LAKE PROJECT-
BASED LEARNING PROGRAM 

(TL PBL)

• UC Berkeley | Gadgil Lab
• Arsenic contamination 
• Electrochemical arsenic remediation 

(ECAR) 
• Air Cathode Assisted Iron 

Electrocoagulation (ACAIE)
• 2 pilot projects at TAC Farm in 

Allensworth, CA
• Excellent pilot results 
• Further development and state 

approval

UC BERKELEY 
ARSENIC REMEDIATION 

RESEARCH 
PROJECTS 



• Allensworth is on a septic system

• Health risks

• Sewer studies completed

• Regionalization

REGIONAL, RURAL 
SEWERAGE TREATMENT 



• Tri-County Water Authority 

• Capture flood waters from White River to 
store for future use

• Passive recreation in dry years

FLOOD WATER STORAGE 
& PASSIVE RECREATION



• Complete study to commence 
soon

COMMUNITY 
STORMWATER 

DRAINAGE 
SYSTEM



• Offices and gathering spaces

• Community cooling/heating center 
 
• Cottage market 

 
• Café with commercial kitchen 

• Public Services

• Medical Center

• Design underway

COMMUNITY RESILIENCY 
CENTER
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The
Future
of
Allensworth
is
Bright!



On Allensworth's Horizon
TAC Regenerative 

Farm

Nature & Community 

Trail

Ecotourism

Elderly & 

Veteran Housing

Farmer's Market

Modern Waste 

Water Treatment
Solar Farm

Community Forest

Green K-14 

School Facilities

Civic Center



Partners
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Contact Us

Denise Kadara, APA President | denise@allensworthpa.org

ALLENSWORTH PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION

Jose Armando Munguia | jam@allensworthpa.org

TAC FARM 

Dezaraye Bagalayos, Dir. Program Coordination | dezaraye@allensworthpa.org

Tekoah Kadara, Executive Director | tekoah@allensworthpa.org

ALLENSWORTH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

www.allensworthpa.org                                        

Twitter: @AllenworthPA

VISIT US & LEARN MORE
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