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Lautenberg/TSCA
§2601. Findings, policy, and intent
(a) Findings
The Congress finds that—
(1) human beings and the environment are being exposed each year to a large 
number of chemical substances and mixtures;
(2) among the many chemical substances and mixtures which are constantly being 
developed and produced, there are some whose manufacture, processing, 
distribution in commerce, use, or disposal may present an unreasonable risk of 
injury to health or the environment; and
(3) the effective regulation of interstate commerce in such chemical substances and 
mixtures also necessitates the regulation of intrastate commerce in such chemical 
substances and mixtures.



Lautenberg/TSCA
§2601. Findings, policy, and intent
(b) Policy
It is the policy of the United States that—
(1) adequate information should be developed with respect to the effect of chemical 
substances and mixtures on health and the environment and that the development 
of such information should be the responsibility of those who manufacture and 
those who process such chemical substances and mixtures;
(2) adequate authority should exist to regulate chemical substances and mixtures 
which present an unreasonable risk of injury to health or the environment, and to 
take action with respect to chemical substances and mixtures which are imminent 
hazards; and
(3) authority over chemical substances and mixtures should be exercised in such a 
manner as not to impede unduly or create unnecessary economic barriers to 
technological innovation while fulfilling the primary purpose of this chapter to assure 
that such innovation and commerce in such chemical substances and mixtures do 
not present an unreasonable risk of injury to health or the environment.



Lautenberg/TSCA
§2601. Findings, policy, and intent
(c) Intent of Congress
It is the intent of Congress that the Administrator shall carry out this chapter in a 
reasonable and prudent manner, and that the Administrator shall consider the 
environmental, economic, and social impact of any action the Administrator takes or 
proposes as provided under this chapter.

§2602. Definitions
As used in this chapter:
(1) the 1 term "Administrator" means the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency.

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title15/chapter53&edition=prelim#2602_1_target


First Ten Chemicals
<https://www.epa.gov/assessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-

tsca/chemicals-undergoing-risk-evaluation-under-tsca>



EPA Human Health Benchmarks

• Carcinogenic risk (Occup): LER > 10-4

• Non-carcinogenic risk: MOE approach



Conditions of Use (COUs)

§2602. Definitions

(4) The term "conditions of use" means the circumstances, 
as determined by the Administrator, under which a chemical 
substance is intended, known, or reasonably foreseen to be 
manufactured, processed, distributed in commerce, used, or 
disposed of.



TSCA Risk Evaluations

• COUs      Exposure Scenarios

• Occupational Scenarios include both 
workers and ONUs (Occupational Non-
users)



COUs Posing Unreasonable 
Risks (First 10)



General Observations
• Reviews of First Ten were very labor intensive (for EPA staff, 

SACC and commenters). Current process not viable for c. 
30,000 chemicals in commerce.

• SACC generally accepted EPA role in occupational risk and 
application of traditional (deterministic) EPA risk 
methodologies. Focused on quality, consistency of analysis.

• Discussion often revolved around choice of tox endpoints 
and exposure scenarios, occasional math errors.

• Public comments often included valuable points that were 
incorporated into SACC Review.
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