4 Conclusion 5 References

This WPP represents an important early step in the re nement of the SMSC'’s WetlattlS. Environmental Protection Agency

Program. Maintaining appropriate sta ng and securing adequate funding will ensur§ USEPA). 2022. Protecting Waters and

the actions outlined in this WPP are ful lled and that the SMSC'’s goals and objectiv&getlands in Indian Country: A Guide for

are achieved. Developing Tribal Wetland Management
Programs. EPA 840B21005.

SMSC sta will continue to work closely with the USEPA to ensure that activities are

conducted in accordance with Federal guidance. The Environmental Science & LadlS. Environmental Protection Agency

Supervisor will collaborate with other tribal programs within the SMSC’s Land and (USEPA). No date. Core Elements

Natural Resources Department to integrate activities where appropriate and avoid of E ective State and Tribal

duplication of e ort. Other potential partners for future work include the Minnesota Wetland Programs.

Department of Natural Resources, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Scott County

Soil and Water Conservation District, Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District, MDH,

and other tribes in the state and region. SMSC sta will maintain open communications

with these potential partners by attending meetings and conferences and will seek to

collaborate when appropriate.

Funding for the activities outlined in this document will come from the USEPA Wetland

Program Development Grant when possible. Additional funding will be sought from the
Bureau of Indian A airs and partner agencies.
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Site Identification, Selection, and Prioritization Decision Matrix Criteria for Wetland Restoration

Criteria Rationale Scoring Assumption(s) Potential Scoring

Preservation Site Identification Criteria

Must be on Community land SMSC staff will only investigate field Qualifier. Not eligible if not on
attributes in the Community Community Land

Identified as a High-Quality Only higher quality wetlands based on Based on the output of the Identification Qualifier. Not eligible if not

wetland the Identification of High-Quality Wetlands of High-Quality Wetlands process considered a high-quality
process wetland

Preservation Site Selection Criteria

Wetland within 500’ of a Site is culturally significant and should No =0
confirmed culturally significant remain natural Yes =1
site (F-70)
On location designated as These areas are highly likely to If wetland is located within these areas, No =0
“Conservation District” or remain “natural” and undisturbed by assuming more valuable for preservation  Yes =1
“Natural Area” within SMSC Land development per the SMSC Land Use
Use Plan (OF-43) Plan
Preservation Prioritization Criteria
Presence of wild rice (F-57 Culturally significant species that If wetland contains wild rice, assuming Present =1
CS_Spp) Community wants preserved more valuable for preservation Absent = 0
Site contains <10% cover of Low non-native, invasive species If site less invaded by non-native, invasive Not present =3
non-native, invasive species, competition; remnant native vegetationis  species, assuming good candidate for <5%=2
AND contains > 10 native species still intact preservation 5.10% =1
(F-39 Native and F-40 Invas) 10-25% = 0
>25%=0

Streams that have a This is an indication that the stream If stream site has higher IBl score, assume No =0
Macroinvertebrate Index of is higher quality based on the wetlands hydrologically connected area  Yes =1
Biological Integrity score of > macroinvertebrates identified (MPCA, good candidate for preservation
41 (prairie stream) & > 43 (forest 2017)
stream)
Wetlands that have a This is an indication that the wetland If wetland has higher IBI score, assuming  No =0
Macroinvertebrate IBI score of is higher quality based on the good candidate for preservation Yes =
>23 macroinvertebrates identified (MPCA,

2002)
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Site Identification, Selection, and Prioritization Decision Matrix Criteria for Wetland Restoration

Criteria

Rationale

Restoration Site Identification Criteria

Must be on Community land

Identified as in the lower quartile

ranges of wetlands

Restoration Site Selection Criteria

Distance to Extensive Perennial
Cover (OF-6 DistPerCov)

SMSC staff will only investigate field
attributes in the Community

Wetlands that are potentially
underperforming ecological functions
are good candidates for restoration
opportunities

Ability to increase habitat connectivity

Scoring Assumption(s)

Based on the data created by the
Identification of High-Quality Wetlands
process

How far is the closest patch or corridor
of perennial cover larger than 100 acres
from the AA edge?

For example, if answer is <100 ft,
assuming good candidate for restoration

Potential Scoring

Quialifier. Not eligible if not on
Community Land

No=0

Yes =1

<100 ft=0.

100 to <300 ft = 2.
300 to 1,000 ft. =1
1,000 to <0.5 miles =0
0.5t0 2 miles=0

>2 miles =0

Size of Largest Nearby Patch
of Perennial Cover (OF-12
SizePerenn)

Ability to determine if wetland will be
isolated or part of a larger corridor for
habitat connectivity

Including the AA's vegetated area, the
largest patch or corridor that is perennial
cover and is contiguous with vegetation
in the AA, occupies:

If answer is >100 acres assuming good
candidate for restoration

<0lacre=0
01to<lacre=1.

1to <10 acres =2

10 to <100 acres =3

100 to <1,000 acres =4
1,000 to 10,000 acres = 4
>10,000 acres =4

Perennial Cover Percentage (OF-

14 PerCovPct)

Less opportunities for stressors to impact
wetland restoration

What percentage of the land within 2
miles of the center of the AA has natural
perennial cover?

For example, if answer is >60% assuming
good candidate for restoration

<5%=0.
5t0<20% =1.
20 to <60% = 2.
60 to <90% = 3.
>90% = 3.

Landscape Wetland Connectivity

(OF-18 ConnScapeW)

Better opportunity to improve quality of
wetland on landscape or within 2 miles of
one another. Rather than single wetland

Within a 2-mile radius of the AA center:
For example, if answer is either: There
are other wetlands (or a wetland), and
ALL are connected to the AA by the
type of corridor described. OR There are
other wetlands (or a wetland), and ONE
or MORE (but not all) are connected to
the AA by the type of corridor described.
Then assuming good candidate for
restoration

There are NO other wetlands
=0

There are other wetlands

(or a wetland), but NONE

are connected to the AA

by a corridor of perennial
vegetation = 0.

There are other wetlands

(or a wetland), and ALL are
connected to the AA by the

type of corridor described = 2.

There are other wetlands (or
a wetland), and ONE or MORE
(but not all) are connected to
the AA by the type of corridor
described =1.

2023 WETLAND PROGRAM PLAN
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Site Identification, Selection, and Prioritization Decision Matrix Criteria for Wetland Restoration

Criteria Rationale
Restoration Site Selection Criteria

Local Wetland Connectivity (OF-
19 ConnlocalW)

Better opportunity to improve more than
one wetland within 0.5 miles of one
another

Simpson’s Diversity Index (OF-4
SIDI)
River Proximity (OF-20 RiverProx)

and Historic or Archaeological
Significant Site (F-69 HSite)

Opportunity to increase habitat richness
on landscape

Potential to be a culturally significant site
depending on location, want to improve
quality of culturally significant sites

Zoning (OF-44 Zoning) Ideal to restore wetlands in areas that
are less likely to be developed or already

designated for public use

Restoration Prioritization Ecological Criteria

Upslope Soil Erodibility Risk
(of-32 ErodeUp) and Restoration
Potential of Adjacent Upland
Buffer (F-27 Up_Rest)

Ability to decrease upland soil erosion if
uplands can also be restored

14 SMSC LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

Scoring Assumption(s)

Within a 0.5-mile radius of the AA center:
For example, if answer is either: There
are other wetlands (or a wetland), and
ALL are connected to the AA by the
type of corridor described. OR There are
other wetlands (or a wetland), and ONE
or MORE (but not all) are connected to
the AA by the type of corridor described.
Then assuming good candidate for
restoration

If score is < 0.25, assuming good
candidate for restoration

There is a river within 1 mile, and it is
adjacent to, OR downslope from, the AA
(connected or not)

If yes, then determine if site contains
documented historic or archaeological
features representing a Mdewakantunwan
village nearby

The proposed primary land use for
undeveloped parcels upslope and within
300’ from the AA upland edge is:

If not zoned; forest or open space, or
entirely public lands; or agriculture or rural
residential are selected; assuming good/
more ideal candidate for restoration

According to the SSURGO soils dataset,
the erodibility of the soil within 200 ft.
away and upslope of the AAis:

If serve or very severe are selected, are
> 50’ of adjacent uplands able to be
restored?

Potential Scoring

There are NO other wetlands
=0

There are other wetlands

(or a wetland), but NONE

are connected to the AA

by a corridor of perennial
vegetation = 0.

There are other wetlands

(or a wetland), and ALL are
connected to the AA by the
type of corridor described = 2.
There are other wetlands (or
a wetland), and ONE or MORE
(but not all) are connected to
the AA by the type of corridor
described =1

Calculated value on a scale
of 0-1

No=0

Yes =1

No=0
Yes =1

No=0
Yes =1



Site Identification, Selection, and Prioritization Decision Matrix Criteria for Wetland Restoration

Criteria Rationale
Restoration Site Selection Criteria

Wetland Type Local Uniqueness
(OF-13 UnigPatch)

Potential to increase vegetation
diversity

Scoring Assumption(s)

If no vegetation class (as listed in the
table below) comprises more than 10% of
the AA, select “None of the above.”

If none of the above is selected,
assuming good candidate for restoration

Potential Scoring

Herbaceous vegetation
(perennial grasses, sedges,
forbs; not under a woody
canopy; not crops) = 0.
Unshaded shrubland (woody
plants shorter than 20 ft) = O.
Trees (woody plants taller than
20 ft)=0.

None of the above =1.

Local Vegetated Cover
Percentage (OF-16
NatVegPctScape)

If an area has a greater % of natural
vegetation, less likely stressors are
present to impact wetland restoration

Ignoring all permanent water within a
3-mi radius, the percent of the remaining
area that is natural vegetation (NOT lawn,
row crops, heavily grazed land, tree
plantations, etc.) is:

If >60% is selected, assuming good
candidate for restoration

<5% of the land = 0

510 <20% of the land = 0
20 to <60% of the land = 0
60 to <80% of the land =1
>80% of the land = 2

2023 WETLAND PROGRAM PLAN
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Site Identification, Selection, and Prioritization Decision Matrix Criteria for Wetland Restoration (continued)

Criteria Rationale
Restoration Prioritization Hydrological Criteria

Input Water Recognized Quality
Issues (OF-24 gWQin)

Potential to improve water quality

Flood Frequency (OF-21
gFloodFreq)

Depending on type of wetland, frequent
or very frequent flooding may negatively
impact wetland plant communities

16 SMSC LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

Scoring Assumption(s)

Within 1 mile upstream from the AA

edge, if there are water bodies or stream
reaches labeled as being 303d, 305b,
Water Quality Limited (categories 3B-5);
or TMDL Approved, what impairments are

present? Select all that apply
If >1 impairment is selected, then

assuming improvement can occur.

The maximum flood frequency class

found within the AA is:

If none, rare or occasional are selected,
assuming good candidate for restoration

Potential Scoring

No impaired waterbodies
within 1-mile upstream of the
AA=0

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 1 listed
impairment = 1.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 2 listed
impairments = 1.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 3 listed
impairments = 1.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 4 listed
impairments = 2.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 5 listed
impairments = 2.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 6 listed
impairments = 2.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 7 listed
impairments = 3.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 8 listed
impairments = 3.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 9 listed
impairments = 3.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 10 or
more listed impairments = 4.
AA is not within 1-mile of an
impaired waterbody = 0

Frequent=0
None =1
Occasional =2
Rare =3



Site Identification, Selection, and Prioritization Decision Matrix Criteria for Wetland Restoration (continued)

Criteria Rationale Scoring Assumption(s) Potential Scoring

Restoration Prioritization Hydrological Criteria

Downslope Water Quality Issues  Potential to improve impaired waters Within 1 mile downstream from the AA No impaired waterbodies
(OF-26 gWQdown) downstream edge, a water body or stream reach is within 1-mile upstream of the
labeled as being 303d, 305b, Water AA=0
Quiality Limited (categories 3B-5); or The AA is located downslope
TMDL Approved AND (b) the problem of a waterbody(ies) with 1 listed

concerns one or more of the parameters  impairment = 1.
listed below. Select All that apply. The AA is located downslope

If >1impairment is selected, then of a waterbodyf(ies) with 2 listed
assuming improvement can occur. impairments = 1.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 3 listed
impairments = 1.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 4 listed
impairments = 2.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 5 listed
impairments = 2.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 6 listed
impairments = 2.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 7 listed
impairments = 3.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 8 listed
impairments = 3.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 9 listed
impairments = 3.

The AA is located downslope
of a waterbody(ies) with 10 or
more listed impairments = 4.
AA is not within 1-mile of an
impaired waterbody =0
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Site Identification, Selection, and Prioritization Decision Matrix Criteria for Wetland Restoration (continued)

Criteria Rationale

Restoration Prioritization Hydrological Criteria

Duration of the Connection Greater impact for improving water
between Problem Area quality downstream if there is a direct
Downstream and the AA (OF-27  hydrological connection
gConnecDown)

18 SMSC LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

Scoring Assumption(s)

The downstream problem area identified
under the gWQdown attribute has a
surface water connection to the AA:

Intermittent or 9+ continuous months

Potential Scoring

Not applicable, AA is not within
1-mile upstream of an impaired
waterbody(ies) = 0

For 9 or more months annually
2.

Intermittently (at least once
annually, but for less than 9
months continually) = 1.

Never (or less than annually)
=0.
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