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Highlights

e Updates the Rhode Island Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan.

e Conducts projects to improve recycling and organics collection and management in Rhode
Island.

e Assesses the compatibility of bioplastics with current infrastructure.

Overview of Rhode Island’s Planned Activities

Rhode Island will convene a team to update the state’s comprehensive solid waste management
plan. The updated plan will examine solid waste in a comprehensive and holistic way. In addition to
addressing solid waste disposal and recycling at the state’s resource recovery facility, the plan will
also address food waste diversion, e-waste management, and emerging waste streams such as solar
panels and lithium-ion batteries. The plan will also incorporate benchmarks and goals that reflect the
state’s emphasis on communities. To improve recycling of organics, Rhode Island will also use grant
funds to provide communities and organizations with technical assistance for food waste
management. Grant funds will also advance food recovery efforts through education and outreach.
Lastly, Rhode Island will convene a task force to study bioplastics, with a goal of shifting away from
petroleum-based plastics, as part of the state’s Plastics: Land to Sea initiative.

SWIFR Grants for States and Territories

The Save Our Seas 2.0 Act provides investments in recycling to support the implementation of the
National Recycling Strategy and build a circular economy for all. This funding supports improvements
to waste management systems and programs, allowing for more efficient resource use and less
environmental impact from waste materials. The SWIFR grant funding can be used to develop or
update plans to advance post-consumer materials management, implement those plans, and
improve data collection efforts.
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