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Introduction

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency would like to provide an update to the community concerning
measures taken to limit the release of the chemical ethylene oxide (EtO) from American Contract Systems, Inc.
located at 11600 Adelmo Ln, Fort Myers, FL 33966. The American Contract Systems facility is a commercial
sterilizer that EPA identified as having contributed to an elevated level of risk due to its emissions of EtO into the
air.

Earlier this year, the EPA determined that Fort Myers neighborhoods in the vicinity of the American Contract
Systems facility may have an elevated lifetime cancer risk. The risk gradually increases as you get closer to the
American Contract Systems facility.

Emission Control Measures Update

In July 2023, the American Contract Systems facility Public MEEting
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were fully operational.

EPA has re-modeled the lifetime residential cancer risks associated with the American Contract Systems — Fort
Myers facility now that the new controls are operational. As a result of the decrease in EtO emissions emitted
from the facility, the size of the risk area modeled above the 100 in 1 million threshold for residents has been
reduced (see the elimination of the blue area in the revised risk map on page 2).

The EPA is sharing this information because communities have a right to know about emissions that could affect
their health and well-being. The EPA will host a community meeting on November 1, 2023, to provide additional
details. Please go to www.epa.gov/fl/fort-myers-fl-american-contract-systems-fort-myers-facility for more
information about the meeting. A recording of the meeting will be available on this website after the meeting.
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Lifetime Residential Cancer Risks—EtO Sterilization The light yellow section
American Contract Systems —Fort Meyers, FL .
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EPA’s Proposed Actions

In April 2023, EPA issued proposals that are expected to reduce risks in communities and for workers. The EPA
proposed new actions to limit EtO emissions from commercial sterilizers and sought input from the public. The
comment periods for the commercial sterilizer proposed rule and the protections for workers who use EtO to
sterilize products closed on June 27, 2023. EPA is currently in consideration of the public comments received
and is working towards finalizing these actions. For more information on these actions, please visit
www.epa.gov/eto.

What is EtO?

EtO is a colorless, odorless gas that is primarily used for sterilization purposes. The EPA has regulated EtO
emissions for 30 years, however in 2016, new scientific information revealed that EtO is more toxic than
previously understood. This prompted the EPA to conduct nationwide analyses and intensive data collection,
which have revealed that certain communities near commercial sterilizers could have elevated cancer risks due to
lifetime exposures to EtO.

Inhalation of EtO at elevated levels over a lifetime can increase a person’s risk of getting cancer. However, single-
day exposures to the concentrations found in residential communities are not an immediate threat to an
individual’s health.

Esta informacion se puede encontrar en espafiol en www.epa.gov/fl/fort-myers-fl-american-contract-systems-
fort-myers-facility.

If you or someone you know would like to be added to EPA’s distribution list to receive future updates, please contact

Region4EtO@epa.gov or 1-800-241-1754.
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