
  
 

 
 

  

    
     

  

    
 

          
     

       
 

           
         

      
         
        

   
        

    
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

 

       

  

Office of Transportation and Air Quality 
February 2024 

2024 Clean Ports Program Small Water Port Project Eligibility Information 

To promote geographic and port-type diversity, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency plans to award a minimum amount of funding for 
projects taking place at small water ports in both the Zero-Emission Technology Deployment and Climate and Air Quality Planning Competitions 
under the Clean Ports Program.  This document provides information on what qualifies as a small water port. 

A small water port is defined in the 2024 Clean Ports Program as: 

• A water port located in a port area to and from which the average annual tonnage of cargo is less than 8,000,000 short tons for the 
most recent three calendar years of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) data (2019, 2020, 2021), or 

• A water port located outside of the port areas in USACE tonnage datasets. 

In order for an application to qualify as a project taking place at a “small water port” the primary project location may not take place in one 
or more of the large port areas listed below. Note that these port areas may include multiple port facilities. For applications that include 
activities in multiple port areas, the primary project location (based on percentage of time/activity) will be used to determine whether the 
project qualifies as taking place at a small water port. An interactive map detailing the boundaries of all USACE defined port areas can be found 
via the: 'Ports and Port Statistical Areas' data layer, hosted on the USACE Geospatial Open Data Portal. USACE port areas are defined by 
overarching legislative enactments of state, county, or city governments or the corporate limits of a municipality. 
The large port areas below are locations where the average annual tonnage of cargo is greater than 8,000,000 short tons for the most recent 
three calendar years of tonnage data. Tonnage data is sourced from the USACE Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center 
(https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16021coll2/id/1492): 

• Tonnage for Principal U.S. Ports, 2019: Waterborne tonnage for principal U.S. ports, CY2019, accessed from the USACE Institute of 
Water Resources Digital Library on 1/30/24 

• Tonnage for Principal U.S. Ports, 2020: Waterborne tonnage for principal U.S. ports, CY2020, accessed from the USACE Institute of 
Water Resources Digital Library on 1/30/24 

• Tonnage for Principal U.S. Ports, 2021: Waterborne tonnage for principal U.S. ports, CY2021, accessed from the USACE Institute of 
Water Resources Digital Library on 1/30/24 

In the case where there is no data for a specific calendar year, data is averaged across years where data is available. 
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https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.058639%2C-97.027303%2C4.92
https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16021coll2/id/1492
https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16021coll2/id/6753
https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16021coll2/id/7447
https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16021coll2/id/12781


 
 

 

    

  
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
  

  
       
       

        
       

       
       

        
        

       
        

       
        

       
       

  
 

  

 
      

       
       

        
         

       

Large Water Port Areas 

Projects Taking Place in these Port Areas do NOT Qualify as Small Water Port Projects 

LARGE WATER 
PORT AREA NAME STATE EPA 

REGION 
2019 TONNAGE 
(SHORT TONS) 

2020 TONNAGE 
(SHORT TONS) 

2021 TONNAGE 
(SHORT TONS) 

2019 - 2021 AVERAGE 
TONNAGE 

(SHORT TONS) 
Valdez, AK AK 10 25,176,735 25,113,231 25,498,576 25,262,847 
Mobile, AL AL 4 56,893,814 53,206,561 50,268,633 53,456,336 
Port of Long Beach, CA CA 9 80,693,406 79,178,087 91,501,826 83,791,106 
Port of Los Angeles, CA CA 9 63,004,373 59,452,139 64,270,296 62,242,269 
Port of Oakland, CA CA 9 19,349,104 19,439,762 18,888,765 19,225,877 
Richmond, CA CA 9 28,479,823 21,050,741 20,859,707 23,463,424 
New Haven, CT CT 1 9,308,688 8,110,776 8,301,172 8,573,545 
New Castle, DE DE 3 9,252,128 - - 9,252,128 
Jacksonville, FL FL 4 17,727,173 16,701,370 17,425,507 17,284,683 
Port Everglades, FL FL 4 23,995,569 20,440,573 23,745,453 22,727,198 
Port Miami, FL FL 4 8,825,196 8,398,685 9,067,205 8,763,695 
Tampa Port Authority, FL FL 4 30,022,913 28,511,760 30,034,277 29,522,983 
Port of Savannah, GA GA 4 41,944,446 43,453,044 47,656,391 44,351,294 
Honolulu, O'ahu, HI HI 9 14,348,296 12,261,506 14,755,817 13,788,540 
Mid-America Port Commission, 
IA, IL, and MO (also known as 
Mid-America Port, IA, IL and MO) 

IA, IL, 
MO 5, 7 12,007,155 14,952,343 13,529,051 13,496,183 

America's Central Port, IL IL 5 - - 8,409,663 8,409,663 
Illinois International Port, IL IL 5 10,035,669 9,091,085 10,314,969 9,813,908 
Joliet Regional Port, IL IL 5 9,199,851 8,586,533 9,151,580 8,979,321 
Southwest Regional Port, IL IL 5 - - 8,921,550 8,921,550 
*St. Louis Metro Port, IL and MO IL, MO 5, 7 31,250,309 30,487,796 - 30,869,053 
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LARGE WATER 
PORT AREA NAME STATE EPA 

REGION 
2019 TONNAGE 
(SHORT TONS) 

2020 TONNAGE 
(SHORT TONS) 

2021 TONNAGE 
(SHORT TONS) 

2019 - 2021 AVERAGE 
TONNAGE 

(SHORT TONS) 
Indiana Harbor, IN IN 5 12,213,768 - - 12,213,768 

*Northern Indiana Maritime 
District, IN IN 5 - 24,684,060 30,256,241 27,470,151 

Ports Indiana – Burns Harbor, IN IN 5 9,189,391 - - 9,189,391 

*Southern Indiana Maritime 
District, IN IN 5 - - 24,179,490 24,179,490 

Huntington-Tristate, KY, OH, WV KY, OH, 
WV 3, 4, 5 36,784,682 29,699,657 - 33,242,170 

Lake Charles Harbor District, LA LA 6 58,038,313 43,053,658 48,320,953 49,804,308 
New Orleans, LA LA 6 92,208,560 81,067,448 89,511,808 87,595,939 
Plaquemines Port District, LA LA 6 52,752,984 46,750,799 52,698,083 50,733,955 
Port of Greater Baton Rouge, LA LA 6 73,400,104 71,686,872 71,222,675 72,103,217 
South Louisiana, LA, Port of LA 6 237,956,928 225,086,697 224,695,741 229,246,455 
Boston, MA MA 1 15,986,250 13,322,582 13,308,532 14,205,788 
Baltimore, MD MD 3 44,243,241 35,202,027 37,439,579 38,961,616 
Detroit-Wayne County Port, MI MI 5 13,306,628 8,197,428 9,698,313 10,400,790 
Two Harbors, MN MN 5 16,914,526 13,499,847 15,762,855 15,392,409 
Duluth-Superior, MN and WI MN, WI 5 33,738,834 25,071,110 32,462,993 30,424,312 
New Bourbon Port Authority, MO MO 7 - 15,506,754 11,632,162 13,569,458 
Port of Pascagoula, MS (overseen 
by Jackson County Port Authority) MS 4 25,847,060 23,096,778 23,757,927 24,233,922 

Paulsboro, NJ NJ 2 18,417,301 - - 18,417,301 

*South Jersey Port District, NJ NJ 2 - 20,254,325 20,199,431 20,226,878 
New York, NY & NJ NY, NJ 2 136,575,034 123,697,438 142,340,216 134,204,229 
Cleveland-Cuyahoga Port, OH OH 5 11,880,935 9,442,739 12,386,921 11,236,865 
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LARGE WATER 
PORT AREA NAME STATE EPA 

REGION 
2019 TONNAGE 
(SHORT TONS) 

2020 TONNAGE 
(SHORT TONS) 

2021 TONNAGE 
(SHORT TONS) 

2019 - 2021 AVERAGE 
TONNAGE 

(SHORT TONS) 
Toledo-Lucas County Port, OH OH 5 9,073,964 9,049,438 11,974,350 10,032,584 
Cincinnati-Northern KY, Ports of OH, KY 4, 5 36,560,095 34,476,340 - 35,518,218 
Port of Portland, OR OR 10 19,350,485 20,706,345 24,462,420 21,506,417 
Marcus Hook, PA PA 3 16,701,718 - - 16,701,718 

*Philadelphia Regional Port, PA  PA 3 16,313,721 28,517,760 30,654,595 25,162,025 
Pittsburgh, PA Port of PA 3 21,777,395 15,536,051 16,431,187 17,914,878 
San Juan, PR PR 2 10,415,667 9,337,163 11,236,361 10,329,730 
Port of Charleston, SC SC 4 24,596,490 24,947,482 28,400,127 25,981,366 
Memphis-Shelby County Port, TN TN 4 8,914,841 8,680,428 9,071,813 8,889,027 
Beaumont, TX TX 6 101,089,801 70,567,386 74,555,488 82,070,892 
Corpus Christi, TX TX 6 111,223,976 150,755,485 164,448,393 142,142,618 
Galveston, TX TX 6 10,958,425 11,945,182 12,011,826 11,638,478 
Houston Port Authority, TX TX 6 284,944,468 275,940,289 266,524,394 275,803,050 
Port Arthur, TX TX 6 33,943,782 41,222,200 40,224,061 38,463,348 
Port Freeport, TX TX 6 29,844,416 38,748,662 42,243,269 36,945,449 
Texas City, TX TX 6 41,338,934 33,721,312 27,951,143 34,337,130 
Virginia, VA, Port of VA 3 61,701,612 58,048,785 64,518,045 61,422,814 
Anacortes, WA WA 10 8,532,308 6,988,290 9,612,351 8,377,650 
Port of Kalama, WA WA 10 17,021,646 18,140,886 18,385,878 17,849,470 
Port of Longview, WA WA 10 9,669,258 11,071,285 12,391,158 11,043,900 
Port of Vancouver USA, WA WA 10 10,959,713 10,198,602 9,761,517 10,306,611 
Seattle, WA WA 10 23,009,273 22,964,546 22,909,282 22,961,034 
Tacoma, WA WA 10 21,496,577 21,575,059 23,362,351 22,144,662 

*Port areas that are contained within other port areas are eligible for consideration as small port projects if annual tonnage data for the smaller 
area is available from USACE and less than 8 million short tons, on average, for 2019-2021. 
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