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Introduction:

• Benzyl alcohol has been in commerce for decades, and LANXESS has been 

manufacturing benzyl alcohol for more than 50 years

• The European Commission recently harmonized benzyl alcohol as Skin Sens. 1b 

under the  EU CLP regulation (Regulation on Classification and Labeling)

• The CLH (Harmonised Classification and Labeling) dossier was submitted by 

Germany

• The conclusion of the CLH report was inconsistent with numerous statements that 

were within the report

• Comments were submitted by LANXESS during the evaluation process, expressing 

concern that this harmonized classification would be overly conservative, and did 

not take into consideration the whole of the database on benzyl alcohol
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Statements in the CLH Report:



4

Occupational Exposure in Germany
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Benzyl alcohol was included as 

“non-sensitizing” in the Learning 

Set of the newly implemented OECD 

Test Guideline (OECD 442E)
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“Severity of reaction may also 

be considered”
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Summary:

• Action taken in the EU does not appear to agree with the whole of the 

available data

• Given the discordance and ambiguity in the data, and the rare, weak 

response, classification as a sensitizer was not warranted

• The most recently added OECD Guideline in vitro assay for skin 

sensitization would conclude that benzyl alcohol is non-sensitizing

• The criteria under CLP were used selectively, with specific parts not 

taken into consideration

• Inconsistent approaches to classification can lead to inappropriate 

conclusions on the Hazard
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