
    
     

   
      

 
             

   
    

 

    
   

             
     

   

   
   

  
                  

   
            

   
     

    
  

    

      

            
   

       
 

             
  

 

 

Guidelines for UIC Class VI Applicants: 
Submitting Electronic Proprietary Business Information 

Last Update: 02/2024 
For EPA Class VI UIC Permit Applicants 

This document is intended for applicants submitting Underground Injection Control (UIC) Class VI permit 
applications to the Environmental Protection Agency with a confidentiality claim. A confidentiality claim 
could include information that contains a trade secret, proprietary, or confidential business information 
(collectively called PBI). 

As of August 2023, EPA’s Geologic Sequestration Data Tool (GSDT) was updated to allow submittal of 
PBI. All documentation, including documentation with claimed PBI, should be submitted via the GSDT. 
See the GSDT Operator Landing Page for more information on PBI, including applicable regulations such 
as 40 CFR 2.203. Please note you must have an account to access the GSDT Operator Landing Page. See 
Attachment 1 for directions on how to submit PBI via the GSDT. 

When submitting documents with PBI through the GSDT, applicants should upload two versions of each 
document – one redacted version and one complete version with PBI markings (“marked-up version”). 
The marked-up version should clearly identify the specific information claimed as PBI, using methods 
such as in-line text, a highlighter tool or putting a red box around the text, images, table, etc. Whichever 
method selected, please be consistent with the method throughout. The marked-up version should 
directly correspond to the redacted version; anything that is redacted for confidentiality purposes in the 
redacted version must be identified in the marked-up version. See Attachment 2 for examples of 
marked-up and redacted documents. Applicants should never submit a document that contains PBI that 
is not either redacted or clearly marked to indicate the exact location of your information claimed as 
PBI. Failure to assert your PBI claim may result in the Agency making the information available to the 
public without further notice to the submitting Applicant. 

EPA also requests the following of applicants: 

• Submit a crosswalk that summarizes the documents within the application, and which 
documents contain claimed PBI. An example crosswalk is provided as Attachment 3. 

• All documents with claimed PBI should indicate this at the beginning of the file name by 
including “PBI” at the beginning of the file name. For example, instead of “Narrative 
Document_V1” the document with claimed PBI should read “PBI_ Narrative Document_V1”. 
Redacted documents should not have words like “Confidential” in the file name, but may 
have the word “Redacted” for clarity e.g. “Narrative Document_V1_Redacted”. 



          

                
 

 

 
 

                
 

         

  

VI UIC Financial Responsibility Demonstration □ 

Welcome 
Cost Trust 
Estimates Fund 

Surety Letter of Third Party 
Bond Credit Insurance 

Escrow 
Account 

Self other 
Insurance Instrument 

Notifications 
Complete 
Submission 

~ 
A US Env,ronmont.-il Protection AgcncySyatcm 
m:untmncd by lhc Ocpiirtmcnl of Energy's Pne,flc 
Northwc:il Nationnt Lnborntory 

-----

CLASS VI FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY DEMONSTRATION 

This submission is for: 

Project ID: No Project ID PrOIAded 
Project Name: No Project Name PrOIAded 
Current Project Phase: UnspecifiedPhase 

D Check box if asserting a PBI claim. PrOIAded information, where indicated, is being claimed as PBI. 

NO rE: ff you have not previously made a submission using this tool it is important to leam what information is required for each 
of fhe different data entry fields by reading the Financial Responsibility QemonstratiCNr User Guide (click link to view or download). 

The following labs request information related to cost estimates and fi nancial instruments for Class VI projects to fulfi ll the requirements 
at 40 CFR 146.85 or applicable state requirements. Please complete all of the data fields in this form. 

It is your responsibility to ensure that the values reported on the financial instrument tabs are consistent with the totals reported in 
the cost estimate tab. 

Note that references to EPA's Class VI Ru le in the code offederal regulations (CFR) are provided within the tabs of this module. Slates 
with Class VI primacy have requirements that are at least as stringent as EPA's (and therefore require the information requested in these 
tabs) . If your well is in a primacy state, consult your permitting authority about any additional re quired submitta ls. 

Click on a tab name at the top of the window, or use the "Next Tab" button at the bottom to navigate through the reponing tool. Information 
can be save d and submitted tater using the "Save" or "Save Changes and Exif' buttons. No new information will be submitted until you 
certify that the submission Is complete in the "Complete Submission" tab. 

To assert a Proprietary Business Information (PBI) claim over any part of the inform ation submitted in this module, you will fi rst need to 
check the "Check box if asse rting a PBI claim" checkbox above. Each field that contains information you are asserting a PBI claim to must 
be indicated by checking the ·per checkbox next to the fie ld containing the PBL All documents submitted that contain PBI should have a 
"PBr prefix in their file names. Please stamp, or type, "claimed as proprietary business inform ation," or"c laimed as PBI," or"trade secrer 
on all PBI documents submitted. Allegedly confidential portions of otheJWise non-confidential documents should be clearly identified. 
Please also indicate a date or event, if any, after which the information no longer need be treated as confidential. EPA requests that 
redacted copies of such documents also be provided. 

If a PBI claim does not accompany the information at the time it is submitted to EPA, then the Agency may make the information 
available to the public withotd further notice. See 40 CFR 2.203(c); 41 Fed. Reg. 36,902 (September 1. 1976). 

If you have questions, contact your permitting authority or consult the UIC Program Class VI Financia l Responsibility Guidance, 
available online at: httos.,/\wtN eoa aoY!u iclclass-Yi-ouidance-documents. 

A copy of the Federal Class VI Rule is available online at httos:JJwww.aoo ggy/fd5ys/pkaJFR-2010-12-1 0fPdV2010-29954 Pdf-

IJVhen you are ready to submit your information to the permitting a,rthority, use the " Complete Submission" tab. 

Next Tab I Save Changes I [ Save Changes and Exft I Exit 

ljlci.,· VI UK: F,nar,c,al R,spon ,bd,ty O,.,nonstr~t , 

X 

•Klependel11Co1tE1timlllH 

Requlredunder40CFR146.85{c)or~pllcableS!a11Requ111men1 

•111eperM1entcostE1tiln111u 

RequlreauMer,oCFR14685(c)or~pllcableSmeRequlrement 

Compar,,.p,allkling"1imatn: [=========================================J Compa,r,, PIMlll1U "11m¥n: 

The00.11e3/imaMmu«bepedo(medkxuchphaseM(JMelel/andm11&1bebasedoolhecrut.sa>lhefflflu/Mor/-r,ef"IC'/ofhlr/ttgalhlrdf»rt.la> 
perto,mlhereQVndphaui11. Alhirdparf.1/3aparf.lwtlo/3()(J(\dh/rJrhero,poraie~rutru,vd/heowneroropff/J/Of 

Theco.sle,l/im;llvmu«bepedormedloruch~Hl);lratel/al'ldmu41bebasedoo!hero.11~10me"'flu/Mor1"9flf"IC'lolhinng•fhirdpa,t/10 
petlormmerfQJhdpr,ases. Alllildparr;~aparf.lwtlo/3()(J(\01tl!iflmeoo,poratewi.o:rUf8ollheownerorope,lltlN 

Cost of each phase: 

PlugglnglnjeetionWell 

PosHnjectionSheCare and She Closure 

EmaroencyandRemedla1Respons11 

VeaiofOohls: ~ 

CoSIEslimalef"lle; ~ 

Dlll e ofThU.Pa.1yEltlmllle: 

Upload00.11tWma«!tndall~documenti100n,e(her/neaitlgJetileorinacompre3-sedlotmalwch1.s zi, 

Plugglngln)tttionWell :==a---~~::: 
PosHn]ettion Srt~ Cirt ina Srt~ Clo1urt O PJI 

EmeroencyanaRemeaialResponse :==a---~□ ,11 

n111or0ollllls: c::==:::J □ ,, , 

Oateof l hl! d-P111ty Eltltnllle: 

c::==:::J □ •" 
c::==:::J D '" 
c::==:::J D " ' 
c::==:::J D '" 

CostESlirn¥e file: ~ 

Uplo#d00.11Nllm6leal'ld1/lwpt)Offlflgdocumen1a:,on,uherlr>allingle~leor1tt•~ssedl'ormel31Kht.s zi) 

0 ,11 

AddilionalCoSllrl'ounalion: ~ 

=pri,Nc-1$1a1'1,equrl:l.st<k.lb:>nal00.11inlo,mttjQn,p/ellseuPJOM1 • tiJfit0n1;1jnlng~/nlotr1lB6on•bOW•l'ldd(µ;Cfibe--.swt:,m,r:fJd 
AddillorialCosth'ormallon: (ZJ □ "' 
=prim«-1.vare,aquffaad/JlfJON/to.s1itilofmMion, p/fl1,.uPJOM1a61&eontt/ninotllialnfotmMionabOveantJClftr.crit,,e..,,.,.....,aubrMlfHI 

Oesi::r is,lionof•formilllonS<Dnitted: 
DHaii,lionOfKormalionSwmitted: 

□ '" 

Attachment 1: Submitting Proprietary Business Information (PBI) via the GSDT 

On the welcome tab, read the new disclaimer on submission of PBI, then check the highlighted check 
box as indicated: 

Note that when the PBI checkbox on the welcome tab is checked, new PBI checkboxes will be added to 
the form fields of the module. 

PBI check box is not checked: PBI check box is checked: 



               
 

 
 

                
    

   
 
 
 
 

     

          
        

  

 
 

 
 
 

[iii Class VI UIC Financial Responsibility Demonstration 

Welcome 
Cost 
Estimates 

Trust 
Fund 

Independent Cost Estimates 

Surety 
Bond 

Letter of 
Credit 

Third Party 
Insurance 

Required under 40 CFR 146.85(c) or Applicable State Requirement 

Escrow 
Account 

Self 
Insurance 

Other 
Instrument 

Notifications 

□ 

Complete 
Submission 

Company prOlliding estimates: Class VI Insurance Co 
·----------------------------------------1, __ ...J 

The cost estimate must be performed for each phase separatet; and must be based on the costs lo the regulator; agency of hiring a th,rd part/ lo 
perform the required phases. A third part/ is a part; who is not within the corporare structure of the owner or operator. 

Cost of each phase: Date of Third-Party Estimate: 

Corrective Action on Deficient Wells: IS100,000 oo l?1 PBI 

Plugging Injection Well: Is20,ooo.oo ~ Pei 
:========1 

Post-Injection Site Care and Site Closure: ls1 ,000,000.00 ~ Pei 

Emergency and Remedial Response: ~0.000,000.00 r,, Pei 

Year of Dollars:~ 

Redaction Tool Properties 

Appearance General 

Redacted Area Fill Color: [ii 

Overlay Text 

Font* : Helvetica 

■ Use Overlay Text 

■ Auto-Size text to fit redaction region 

Font Size* : r 
0 Repeat Overlay Text 

Text Alignment: EJ • "' Font Color: ■ 

0 Custom Text: !Claimed as PBI 

0 Redaction Code: 

Code Sets: Code Entries: 

19130/2023 (a PBI 

11011/2023 (a PBI 

110/2/2023 (a PSI 

fiormo23 Ii] PBI 

X 

As information is filled in, check PBI boxes to ensure that all PBI is indicated properly. 

IMPORTANT: If you are uploading a file that includes PBI within, you must make appropriate redactions 
within the document before uploading the document to the module. Clicking that something is PBI in 
the GSDT will only indicate that the file has been claimed as PBI. 

Preferred method to redact text: 

Load the document into Adobe Acrobat Pro. Click on “All tools” and select “Redact a PDF.” Before making any 
redactions to your PDF, click on “Set properties”, check the box for “Use Overlay Text”, and enter “Claimed as 
PBI” into the custom text field. Click OK. 



                 
      

        
 

  

 
              

     
     

        
 

    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
                 

   

 

Wd V I "9> 'nruo,, ...ip 

Hom• Tool! t.l)Cosllsllfllltt,pdl • 

Q. / I It O 0 0 

Apply redactions 

This wil l permanently remove the redacted information from this 
document. Once you save this document, you won't be able to 
retrieve the redacted information. 

Your document might contain hidden data and metadata. 
Do you wish to remove them too? 

a:) San itize and remove hidden information (D 

~,-3-il\ll:jij& 

~ MyCostEstimate_Redacted.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Pro (64-bit) 

File Edil View E-Sig11 Window Help 

Home Tools MyCostEstimate_R ... 

1 / 1 100% • 

I Redact ii Redact Text & Images ... ~ ·:: Sani t ize Document 

My cost is ~ . 

Apply 

= D 

D X 

• 
al 18] 0. 

,rn 

Next, use the Redact tool in Acrobat Pro to select all PBI text and images for redaction. As you are 
selecting information to be redacted, remember that confidentiality claims may require substantiation and the 
applicant will bear the burden of that substantiation. Before applying the redactions, but with the 
redactions all highlighted, save a copy of the document with PBI that is unredacted. To indicate that the 
document contains accessible PBI, indicate this in the filename: “PBI_FileNameHere.pdf.” 

Once the PBI document has been saved, (1) apply the redactions, and (2) in the next pop-up window, 
click “continue” to sanitize and remove hidden information. NOTE: please be sure to sanitize your 
document after applying your redactions. Failure to sanitize your document may result in your 
redactions not saving properly and your information being inadvertently disclosed. The redacted 
version of the document should not have “PBI” in the files name and should instead have the word 
“Redacted” to indicate that this is a document that does not require confidential handling. 

IMPORTANT: Text that is merely highlighted black in Word is not a protected redaction and will remain 
accessible text. Text intended as PBI must be redacted in an appropriate program with a Redact tool or 
equivalent, such as Adobe Acrobat Pro. 



 

  
                 

    

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
                 

  
   

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

> lhi-. PC > Oocuments > u1_(<1dm1,1~ > 01_c;so I > My(ostl:stim<1te V t) P Search MyCostEsbmal@ 

Namt' Typ!! Campreossro size Password pr . Size Ratio Date modified 

" iii flht'CostE.st~ttt_rflbCIRd Mkrosoft Edge PDF Oocumcn1 31 KB No 31KB 12% 8/29/2023 922 AM 
Personal ~ PBI_MyCostEstimate Microsoh Edge PDF Docurn1mt 30 KB So 31 KB 4% 8/29/2023 9:23 AM 

Cos1 Es1imate File: [POO C:\Users\Jake\Documents\01 _Cadmus\01 _GSDnMyCos1Estimate.zip 0 PBI 

Upload co& estimate and all supporting documentation, either in a single file or in a compressed format such as .zip 

[1;j Class VI UIC Financial Responsibility Demonstration D X 

W I r Cos1 r Trust r Surety r Letter of r Third Party r Escrow r Self 
e come Estimates Fund Bond Credit Insurance Account Insurance ~;;~ment Notifications ~~~~:::~on -r r r L

. 
Use this tab to complete your submission and send the information to the permitting authority. 

You will need to complet e all of the other tabs before the submission is accepted. Click 'V alidate Required Fields" to 
check if any fields have been left blank or attached files are missing from t he server (be patient f or results popup). 

I Validate Required Fields I 

Upload an Optional Non-PBI Notice of PBI Assertion: LJ '"" 
Download Non-PBI Notice of PBI Assertion Tem11late 

So that the permitting authority can see/review PBI, please submit both the redacted and marked-up 
versions of the documents. To do this, zip the version with PBI marked but unredacted and the version 
with redactions. Include this new zip file as the document to be uploaded to the GSDT module. 

Note that on the Complete Submission tab, there is a new field to upload a Notice of PBI Assertion. This 
is an optional non-PBI document intended to provide users an opportunity to assert PBI in narrative-
form. Please use this submission to indicate the information claimed as PBI, the length of time this 
information will be considered PBI, etc. A template for the form is available for download on the 
Complete Submission tab. 



          
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

this entire sentence is PBI, consider using the Redact t ool in Adobe Pro to identify PBI and saving th 

le with the red boxes markin the PBI 

If using a method other than a red box, be consistent through your applicat ion's marked-up versions. 

If only part of the sentence is PBI, only mark the ~pecif ic part of t he sentenCEf that is PBI. 

Similar to t he t emplat e text above, any f igure or a table with PBI should also include markups: 

Table 1: Data toAa particular formatiod 

Column heading 1 Column head in~ 2 
Data b ata that is claimed PB 
Data b ata that is claimed PB 
Data Data that is claimed PB 

(PBI) Figure l : Schematic of al ,orticularClass VI Injection Welj (UIC Program aass VI Well, May 20U) 

Attachment 2: Example marked-up document and redacted document that contains claimed PBI. 

Example file name: PBI_ Narrative Document_V1 



   

 

f using a method other t han a red box, be consistent t hrough your applicat ion's marked-up versions. 

If only part of the sentence is PBI, only mark the t hat is PBI. 

Similar to t he t emplat e text above, any f igure or a table wit h PBI should also include markups: 

Table 1: Data fo 

Column headingl 
Dat a 

Data 
Data 

(PSI) Figure 1: Schemacicof a (UIC Program aass VI Well, May 2012) 

Example file name: Narrative Document_V1_redacted 



        
 

    
    

         
        
        
         
          
           
        
      

       
      
      
       
       
       
     

 

Attachment 3: Example crosswalk of Class VI application 

Attachment Document Title Contains PBI? 
Attachment A Narrative Yes 

Appendix 1 - List of Potential Permits No 
Appendix 2 - Applicable Fed Acts No 
Appendix 3 - CTV IV Geochem Yes 
Appendix 4 - CTV IV Op Procedure No 
Appendix 5 - Injection and Monitoring Well Schematics No 
Appendix 6 - Wellbore List with Corrective Action Assessment No 
Appendix 7 - Critical Pressure Calculation No 
Appendix 8 - QASP No 

Attachment B AoR and Corrective Action Yes 
Attachment C Testing and Monitoring No 
Attachment D Well Plugging Plan No 
Attachment E Post Injection Site Care No 
Attachment F Emergency and Remedial Response No 
Attachment G Construction and Plugging Plan No 
Attachment H Financial Responsibility No 
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