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Environmental Cleanup at the 
former Romic Environmental 
Technologies Corporation Property
(Bay Road Holdings LLC)

U . S .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y P a c i f i c  S o u t h w e s t  R e g i o n M a r c h  2 0 2 4

Since 1988 the U.S Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA)—with the California 
Environmental Protection Agency, Depart-
ment of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), 
and the San Francisco Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (RWQCB)—has been 
working to clean up soil and groundwater 
at the former Romic Environmental Tech-
nologies site (East Palo Alto, CA). 

How did the site 
get contaminated?
Romic managed hazardous waste on the 
site. Their operations contaminated soil 
and groundwater across most of the site—
sometimes as deep as 80 feet. Bay Road 
Holdings—who took over for Romic—is 
now responsible to investigate and clean 
up the site. The groundwater treatment 
system and site-wide cap are measures to 
keep contamination from impacting drinking water and the nearby community.

Romic: At a Glance

◊ 2081 Bay Road, East Palo Alto,
California 94303

◊ Former hazardous waste
management facility run by Romic

◊ Operated from 1950s, closed
in 2007

◊ The site was used for:

◦ recycling,
◦ mixing hazardous waste

and fuel,
◦ treating wastewater, and
◦ storing and treating

hazardous waste.

Cleanup Timeline

◊ 1988:   EPA issues a legal order under the federal Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (epa.gov/rcra) requiring Romic cleanup the site. 

◊ 1993:   Groundwater extraction (removal) and treatment system
starts running. 

◊ 1998:   Romic investigates the site more and does additional limited clean
up, under EPA oversight.

◊ 2001:   Enhanced biological treatment pilot (see figure 3, on the 3rd page)
Romic begins testing at the site.

◊ 2005:   EPA approves using biological enhanced treatment
◊ 2007:   Romic stops site operations under a legal order by the State of

California. Its hazardous waste facility is ordered to be closed. 
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TIMELINE 
CONTINUES 
ON NEXT 
PAGE



Bay RdTa
ra

 S
t

Pu
lg

as
 A

ve

D
em

et
er

 S
t

Bay Trail
Ill

in
oi

s S
t

What is the Site Contaminated With?

Former Drum 
Storage Areas - 
a storage area for 
drums of hazardous 
waste

Former Pond Area -
wastewater ponds 
where processed 
water from hazardous 
waste operations 
would be emptied

Central 
Processing 
Area - 
a storage area  
for drums of 
hazardous waste
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Figure 1: This figure shows the boundaries of the 
site in East Palo Alto, California.

 

Chemicals Stored and 
Processed by Romic that 
caused contamination

◊ Volatile organic compounds (VOC)
◊ Can cause cancer and other  

health effects
◊ Found in common everyday 

products and processes like  
dry cleaning

Cleanup Timeline (Cont.)

◊ 2008:   EPA selected a final cleanup plan for soil and groundwater contami-
nation at the site. 

◊ 2009:  All structures are demolished and removed.
◊ 2009 – 2018:  Enhanced biological treatment pilot testing and routine 

groundwater monitoring continued at the site.
◊ 2018:   Enhanced biological treatment begins. Bay Road Holdings submits a 

final engineering plan for running the treatment to regulatory agen-
cies for review and approval.

◊ 2019 & 2021:  Final plan for using biological treatment revised by Bay Road 
Holdings based on feedback from EPA, DTSC and RWQCB.

◊ 2023:   EPA gives Bay Road Holdings further feedback on running the bio-
logical treatment system.
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Cleaning Up the Site
Bay Road Holdings—with EPA over-sight—has 
followed a cleanup plan (called a “remedy”):

Groundwater Cleanup
◊ Built a system for enhanced biological 

treatment (See figure 3)
◦ Horizontal injection wells over 200 

feet long deliver food-based nutri-
ents to different depths. 

◊ Monitoring the natural breakdown 
(called “attenuation”) of ground- 
water contaminants.

◊ The groundwater treatment system and 
site-wide cap are measures to keep 
contamination from impacting drinking 
water and the nearby community.

Soil Cleanup
◊ Site-wide cap prevents potential move-

ment or direct contact with soil con-
taminants.

◊ EPA is still working with Bay Road Hold-
ings to find the best method of soil 
cleanup. Cleanup methods could include 
soil removal or in-ground treatment.

Enhanced Biological 
Treatment Process

Step 1 - 
Extracts 
groundwater

Step 2 - Adds 
food-based 
nutrients 

Step 3 - 
Reinjects 
groundwater 
to distribute 
nutrients into 
the ground 

Step 4 - Nutri-
ents feed nat-
ural bacteria 

Step 5 - Natural 
bacteria breaks 
down the VOCs 
into less toxic 
“end products” 
like ethane and 
carbon dioxide

Figure 2: Enhanced biological treatment process. 
See figure 3 below for diagram of this process.
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Figure 3: Visual of Enhanced Biological Treatment Process.
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Figure 4: View of former Romic site.

Future Site Re-use

EPA, DTSC and RWQCB oversee 
Romic’s cleanup to prepare the site 
for re-use. Re-use is restricted by 
legal land use covenant (agreement) 
because contamination remains   
on-site.

USEPA

epa.gov/ca/bay-road-
holdings-llc-formerly-
romic-environmental-
technologies-corporation

DTSC

envirostor.dtsc.
ca.gov/public/
profile_report?global_
id=80001633

RWQCB

geotracker.waterboards.
ca.gov/profile_
report.asp?global_
id=SL0608102323

Contact Us
EPA Project Manager - USEPA Region 9
Nicole Palazzolo
75 Hawthorne St, San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 972 – 3045
Palazzolo.Nicole@epa.gov

DTSC Project Manger
Gavin McCreary
700 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94710 
(916) 255 – 3710
Gavin.McCreary@dtsc.ca.gov

DTSC Public Participation Specialist
Joan Binalinbing
700 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94710 
(510) 540 – 2628
Joan.Binalinbing@dtsc.ca.gov

For more information please visit the 
sites to the left or scan the QR codes.

https://www.epa.gov/ca/bay-road-holdings-llc-formerly-romic-environmental-technologies-corporation
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report?global_id=80001633
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=SL0608102323
mailto:Palazzolo.Nicole@epa.gov
mailto:Gavin.McCreary@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:Joan.Binalinbing@dtsc.ca.gov

	Bookmarks
	Environmental Cleanup at the former Romic Environmental Technologies Corporation Property(Bay Road Holdings LLC)
	How did the site get contaminated?
	Romic: At a Glance
	Cleanup Timeline
	What is the Site Contaminated With?
	Chemicals Stored and Processed by Romic that caused contamination
	Cleanup Timeline (Cont.)
	Cleaning Up the Site
	Groundwater Cleanup
	Soil Cleanup

	Enhanced Biological Treatment Process
	Future Site Re-use
	Contact Us





