
EPA’s TBA program is designed to help minimize the uncertainties of contamination often associated 

with brownfields—especially for those entities without EPA Brownfields Assessment grants. The TBA 

program is not a grant program, but a FREE service provided through an EPA contract in which EPA 

directs a contractor to conduct environmental assessment activities to address the requester’s needs. 

Unlike grants, EPA does not provide funding directly to the entity requesting the services.   

A TBA may encompass one or more of the following activities: An “all appropriate inquiries” assessment 

(Phase I), including a historical investigation and a preliminary site inspection; A more in-depth 

environmental site assessment (Phase II), including sampling activities to identify the types and 

concentrations of contaminants and the areas to be cleaned; and Evaluation of cleanup options and/or 

cost estimates based on future uses and redevelopment plans. 

For more information about the TBA program and its benefits, please refer to the attachments 
TBA Overview and EPA Region 3 TBAs

Targeted Brownfield Assessment (TBA) Application 

Environmental Protection Agency Region 3  

4 Penn Center  
1600 John F. Kennedy Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2852 
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PART ONE – BROWNFIELDS PROPERTY CERTIFICATION 

A. Applicant Information (Please provide full legal name)

Applicant*:  

Contact Person and Title: 

Telephone #s:  

Email Address:  

Mailing Address: 

City:

Latitude:  

 State:  Zip Code: 

*If the Applicant is a legal entity other than an individual, please provide the Applicant’s official
status of good standing as applicable.

1. Is the Applicant the present owner of the property? Yes No 

If Yes, Complete Appendix A to discuss potential liability issues with EPA to determine if
property is eligible for assistance.

If No, please indicate Applicant’s relationship to the property:

2. Current Property Owner’s name and address:

Owner’s Name:

Telephone #s:

Email Address

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip Code: 

 Longitude: 
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3. Identify if the following is applicable:
Site is publicly owned by a State, municipality or through a quasi-public entity such 

as a redevelopment authority or industrial development corporation. 

Site is owned by a nonprofit entity such as a community development corporation. 

Site is privately owned but project has public economic / greenspace benefits with 

described noteworthy impacts to community. 

Other: ___________________________________________________ 

B. Property Information

Site Name or Property Name: 

Property Address:  

City:  State: Zip Code: 

Property Tax Parcel Number(s):  

Approximate Acreage/Dimensions: 

Description of Property: 

1. Are there any industrial, commercial, business operations, or any other activities
currently occurring at or on the property?

Yes No If Yes, Complete below. 

Operator’s Name: 

Telephone #s:  

Email Address:  

Mailing Address:  

City:  State:  Zip Code:  

 County: 
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ϒ ϒ 

2. Have there been any environmental investigations at the property? Yes No

If Yes, please identify each type of investigation, the entity that prepared the investigative
report and the date of the report. Please attach executive maps, parcel deeds, building floor
plans, summaries and/or conclusions from each report as an addendum to the application.

3. Identify all known hazardous substances releases not addressed in response to Question 2.

4. Are there any known registered or unregistered underground or aboveground storage tanks on

the property? Yes No 

If Yes, provide all available information related to their placement, history, use and type.

Please attach additional documentation as necessary.

5.

If Yes, please attach. https:// www.epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-all-appropriate-inquiries
Yes No 

 Has an All Appropriate Inquiry (AAI), also known as a Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment, been performed at the property in compliance with the ASTM International 
Standard E1527-21 (“Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment Process”)? 

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-all-appropriate-inquiries
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C. Funding Eligibility

1. Is the property listed (proposed for listing) on the CERCLA (Superfund) National Priorities
List (NPL)?

Yes No 

2. Is the property subject to a unilateral administrative order, court order, administrative order on
consent, or judicial consent decree issued to or entered by parties under the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)?

Yes No 

3. Is the property subject to the jurisdiction, custody, or control of the U.S. government?

Yes No 

If Yes to any question above (C.1 – C.3), the property is ineligible for Brownfield certification. 

Certain properties cannot be approved without a “Property-Specific Determination.”  Please 
answer the following questions regarding the property to the best of your knowledge: 

4. Is the property subject to a planned or ongoing Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) removal action?

Yes No 

5. Has the property been the subject of a unilateral administrative order, court order, an
administrative order on consent, or judicial consent decree, or been issued a permit by the U.S.
or an authorized state under CERCLA, the Solid Waste Disposal Act (as amended by the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)), the Federal Water Pollution Control Act
(FWPCA), the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), or the Safe Drinking Water Act
(SWDA)?

Yes No 

6. Is the property subject to corrective action orders under RCRA (sections 3004(u) or 3008(h)) or
has there been a corrective action permit or order issued or modified to require corrective
measures?

Yes No 
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7. Is the property a land disposal unit that has filed a RCRA closure notification under subtitle
C of RCRA and is it subject to closure requirements specified in a closure plan or permit?

Yes No 

8. Has the property had a release of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and is it subject to
remediation under TSCA?

Yes No 

9. Has the property received funding for remediation from the Leaking Underground Storage
Tank (LUST) Trust Fund?

Yes No 

The types of sites listed above may qualify for brownfields funding if EPA makes a property-
specific determination that brownfields funding will protect human health and the environment 
and will either promote economic development or the creation, preservation, or addition to 
parks, greenways, undeveloped property, other recreational property, or other property used for 
nonprofit purposes.  

For information about site eligibility, please refer to the Brownfield Site Eligibility document.

NOTE: If Yes was answered to any question above (C.4 – C.9), a property-specific 
determination is required by completing the attached Property-Specific Determination 
form, saving and sending with application. 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2018-10/documents/web-content-info-on-site-eligibility.pdf
JNowak
Highlight
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PART TWO – BROWNFIELDS PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

A. Request Summary

1. Site History:

2. Current Status:

3. Assessment Required (if known, such as asbestos survey, Phase I, Phase II etc.):

B. Project Reuse Goals

Clear Local/Municipal/Community Plans and Support for the Property's Revitalization. 

1. The site is clearly an integral part of a local development plan and there is no known public
opposition. The project has significant deterioration or significant environmental justice issues,
which provide a clear need for revitalization. Describe:

2. Verify there is a strong local/municipal commitment as demonstrated by a willingness
to legally take the property if necessary to accomplish reuse. Describe:
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3. The site has strong cleanup and redevelopment potential as demonstrated by past or
present interest by a developer(s). Describe:

4. Redevelopment will result in benefits to the community, such as an increase in jobs for
the surrounding residents, local tax base, greenspace, or other non-profit benefits. A
direct health/environmental threat will be mitigated, or site revitalization will serve to
spur further beneficial activity in nearby locations. Describe:

5. Is the project consistent with any other federal program funds, directly/indirectly, as
part of other economic redevelopment plans in past/future aspects of the reuse?
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C. Project Resources

Adequate Resources for Future Redevelopment and the EPA Assessment is Crucial. 

1. The local entity, municipality, or potential site developer has demonstrated an ability

to leverage additional funds and/or potential establishment of financial incentives for

cleanup and other future work at the site. Describe:

2. Commitment of resources for any other components of the project such as the cleanup

and redevelopment of the site. Describe:

3. Lack of site assessment is the major obstacle to redevelopment and other resources are not
currently available for assessing the site. Describe:

D. Project Stakeholders

1. Verification of commitment by any other local, state, and/or non-profit agencies. Describe:
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2. Verify clear coordination between your organization and the State program. Please contact
your State POC listed at the end of this form to coordinate request. (If you are considering
entering your site into a State Voluntary Program, involvement/review during the assessment
phase can save funding and delays later upon formal entry or during cleanup). Describe:

E. Special Considerations

1. Environmental Justice - If applicable, describe if and how the proposed reuse will benefit
communities impacted by environmental justice concerns.  The term “environmental justice
concerns,” generally relates to issues that have resulted in some minority, low-income, or tribal
and indigenous communities being more adversely, disproportionately and/or historically
impacted by environmental issues and problems than other communities because of geography,
poverty, income levels, and similar types of factors). Additional information regarding
Environmental Justice can be found at https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice Describe:

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice
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2. The reuse has a climate resiliency or climate adaptation component - If applicable,

describe how the proposed reuse will address climate resiliency or climate adaptation.

Consider factors such as Renewable Energy, Urban Agriculture, Green Infrastructure, Flood

Mitigation, Green Building, Transit-oriented development /walkability, Expanding Parks

and Recreation, etc. Additional information regarding climate resiliency can be found at

https://www.epa.gov/climate-change and https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-

06/documents/final_climate_smart_brownfields_manual_6-10-21_508_complaint.pdf.

Describe:

3. Lead Hazards - If applicable, are there known lead hazards (such as lead based paint)

present on the property and/or are there existing structures on the site that are older than

1976 which will be remediated by the reuse through either cleanup or demolition?

Additional information regarding lead hazards can be found at https://www.epa.gov/lead.

Describe:

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/documents/final_climate_smart_brownfields_manual_6-10-21_508_complaint.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/documents/final_climate_smart_brownfields_manual_6-10-21_508_complaint.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/lead
https://www.epa.gov/lead
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STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POINT OF CONTACTS 

Delaware: 

Lori Spagnolo 

Planner, Remediation Section Brownfield and Voluntary Cleanup Programs 

302-395-2600

lorispagnolo@delaware.gov 

391 Lukens Dr. New Castle, DE  19720 

dnrec.delaware.gov 

Maryland: 

Barbara Krupiarz

Program Manager, Land Restoration, MDE

410-537-3459

barbara.krupiarz2@maryland.gov

1800 Washington Boulevard

Baltimore, Maryland 21230

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/land/MarylandBrownfieldVCP/Pages/bf_info.aspx

District of Columbia: 

Brian Barone

Chief, Land Remediation and Development Branch, DOE

202-741-5092

1200 1st Street, NE, 5th Fl

Washington D.C. 20002

doee.dc.gov

http://www.dep.pa.gov/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.deq.virginia.gov%2Fprograms%2Flandprotectionrevitalization%2Fremediationprogram%2Fbrownfields.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CRosati.Gianna%40epa.gov%7Cb7878dca90e84205884208da27addfbe%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637865925127223229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uWnyEd8ymklS6oznWaSvPq3%2FfgOKlNcWpNC2rD%2BVOWA%3D&reserved=0
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/land/MarylandBrownfieldVCP/Pages/bf_info.aspx
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West Virginia: 

Derek S. Hancock  

Brownfields Coordinator / VRP & UECA-LUST Project Manager 

304-550-6197

Derek.S.Hancock@WV.Gov 

601 57th Street SE    

Charleston, WV 25304 

https://dep.wv.gov/dlr/oer/brownfieldsection/Pages/default.aspx 

Virginia: 

Meade Anderson 

Brownfields Program Coordinator

804-914-3860

Meade.Anderson@deq.virginia.gov

1111 E. Main Street, Suite 1400

Richmond, VA 23219 

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/land-waste/land-remediation/brownfields 

John R. Gross 

Environmental Group Manager - Land Recycling Program 

717-783-7502

Rachel Carson State Office Building 

400 Market Street | Harrisburg, PA 17101 

www.dep.pa.gov 

Pennsylvania: 

https://dep.wv.gov/dlr/oer/brownfieldsection/Pages/default.aspx
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PART FOUR - CERTIFICATION BY APPLICANT 

Brownfield certification, eligibility, and project development are determined based upon the 
accuracy of the information provided in support of this Application. 

SIGNATURE (Applicant): 

NAME (PRINT): 

TITLE: 

DATE: 

Application submitted by: 

NAME:  

Company Name: 

Email address: 

Telephone Number: 
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APPENDIX A 
CONSENT TO ENTER PROPERTY 

Property: 

The undersigned consents to entry to the above-described property, as further 
described in the deed attached as “Exhibit 1” (“Property”) by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) and the State and their employees, agents, 
contractors, and authorized representatives (collectively “Responders”) for purposes of 
collecting surface water, groundwater, surface soil, subsurface soil, air, and other samples 
at the Property in connection with EPA’s performance of a Targeted Brownfields Site 
Assessment (“TBA”) at the Property, as authorized by Section 104(k) of the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as 
amended (“CERCLA”), 42 U.S.C. § 9604(k). 

Use of the Property by the Responders shall include the parking of vehicles and 
equipment; excavation of test pits; installation of groundwater monitoring wells; 
extraction of samples from surface and subsurface soils, surface water, groundwater, air, 
and elsewhere; storage of samples; and other activities necessary to complete the TBA. 
Consent to enter is given for a period of two (2) years from the date this document is 
signed. The undersigned represents that he/she is authorized to sign this document on 
behalf of all owners of the Property and to consent to the entry provided herein. The 
undersigned agrees that he/she will notify EPA, by contacting the individual identified 
below, if during the term of consent for entry the Property is sold or otherwise 
transferred. 

[Signature] Date 

Print Name: 

EPA Contact: 
4 Penn Center 
1600 John F. Kennedy Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2852 
(215) 814-3303
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Information on Sites Eligible for Brownfields Funding under CERCLA § 104(k) 
 


1.1. Introduction  


1.2. General Definition of Brownfield Site 


1.3. Additional Areas Specifically Eligible for Funding  


 1.3.1. Contamination by Controlled Substance 


 1.3.2. Contamination by Petroleum or Petroleum Product  


 1.3.3. Mine-Scarred Lands  


1.4. Sites Not Eligible for Brownfields Grant Funding 


1.5. Particular Classes of Sites Eligible for Brownfields Grant Funding Only with Property-


Specific Determinations  


 1.5.1. Facilities Subject to CERCLA Removal Actions 


 1.5.2. Facilities to which a permit has been issued by the United States or an authorized state 


under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), the Federal Water 


Pollution Control Act, the Toxic Substances Control Act, or the Safe Drinking Water 


Act  


 1.5.3. RCRA Sites  


1.5.4. Land disposal units that have filed a closure notification under Subtitle C of RCRA and 


to which closure requirements have been specified in a closure plan or permit  


 1.5.5. Sites Contaminated with PCBs  


 1.5.6. LUST Trust Fund Sites  


1.6. Eligible Response Sites/Enforcement Issues 


 


1.1. Introduction  


EPA will use the information below to determine if sites are eligible for brownfields grant 


funding under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 


(CERCLA) § 104(k).  


 


Applicants requesting funding for a specific site(s) (i.e., applying for Site-specific Assessment 


Grants and Cleanup Grants) may use the information below in developing responses to the 


threshold criteria outlined in the Guidelines.  


 


Current Brownfield Grant recipients managing Community-wide Assessment Grants (including 


Assessment Coalition Grants) Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Grants, or Multipurpose Grants will 


submit site-specific eligibility determination requests during the cooperative agreement period of 


performance. EPA will use the information below to determine if the site is eligible for funding. 


 


This information is used by EPA solely to make applicant and site eligibility determinations 


for Brownfield Grants and is not legally binding for other purposes including federal, state, 


or tribal enforcement actions.  
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1.2. General Definition of Brownfield Site 


CERCLA1 defines a “Brownfield Site” as:  


“...real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by 


the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.”  


Brownfield sites include residential, commercial, and industrial properties.  


 


1.3. Additional Areas Specifically Eligible for Funding  


CERCLA also identifies three additional types of properties that are specifically eligible for 


funding:  


1. Sites contaminated by controlled substances.  


2. Sites contaminated by petroleum or a petroleum product.  


3. Mine-scarred lands.  


 


See below for guidance on determining the scope of each of these three types of sites. 


  


1.3.1. Contamination by Controlled Substance  


Sites eligible for funding include real property, including residential property, that is 


contaminated by a controlled substance. A “controlled substance” is defined under the 


Controlled Substances Act as “a drug or other substance, or immediate precursor, included in 


Schedule I, II, III, IV, or V of Part B of this title (21 USC § 812). The term does not include 


distilled spirits, wine, malt beverages, or tobacco...” For example, sites eligible for brownfields 


grant funding may include private residences formerly used for the manufacture and/or 


distribution of methamphetamines or other illegal drugs where there is a presence or potential 


presence of controlled substances or pollutants, contaminants, or hazardous substances (e.g., red 


phosphorous, kerosene, acids).  


 


1.3.2. Contamination by Petroleum or Petroleum Product  


Petroleum-contaminated sites must meet certain requirements to be eligible for brownfields grant 


funding. Petroleum is defined under CERCLA as “crude oil or any fraction thereof which is not 


otherwise specifically listed or designated as a hazardous substance under that section.”  


 


For a petroleum-contaminated site that otherwise meets the definition of a brownfield site to be 


eligible for funding, EPA or the state must determine:  


1. There is no viable responsible party.  


2. The site will not be assessed, investigated, or cleaned up by a person that is potentially 


liable for cleaning up the site.  


3.  The site must not be subject to a corrective action order under the Resource Conservation 


and Recovery Act (RCRA) § 9003(h).  


 


                                                 
1 CERCLA as amended by the Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act 


enacted in 2002 and the Brownfields Utilization, Investment, and Local Development (BUILD) Act 


enacted in 2018. 
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Applicants applying for a Site-specific Assessment Grant or Cleanup Grant to address 


petroleum-contaminated sites must provide information in their proposal indicating whether the 


site meets each of the criteria listed above and respond to the threshold criteria outlined in the 


Guidelines.  


 


For current recipients managing a Community-wide Assessment Grant, RLF Grant, or 


Multipurpose Grant, the state or EPA must make the same determinations for site(s) that will be 


addressed. These criteria are explained below.  


 


Please note that states may, but are not required to, use this guidance to determine whether 


sites contaminated by petroleum or petroleum products are eligible for brownfields grant 


funding. States may apply their own laws and regulations, if applicable, to eligibility 


determinations under this section.  


 


Note: A petroleum eligibility determination by EPA or a state under CERCLA § 


101(39)(D) for the purpose of brownfields grant funding does not release any party from 


obligations under any federal or state law or regulation, or under common law, and does 


not impact or limit EPA or state enforcement authorities against any party.  


 


“A Site for Which There is No Viable Responsible Party”  


EPA or the state is required to determine that there is no viable responsible party that can address 


the petroleum contamination at the site. If EPA, or the state, identifies a party that is responsible 


for the activities proposed in the grant proposal/submitted for a site eligibility determination, and 


that party is financially viable, then the site is not eligible for funding and EPA cannot award the 


grant/approve the site for funding. This analysis is twofold - EPA or the state must first 


determine whether a responsible party exists and, if a responsible party is identified, then 


determine whether that party is viable for the activities identified in the grant proposal/submitted 


as part of a site eligibility determination. Applicants/recipients are responsible for providing 


information that demonstrates that the activities for which they seek funding have no viable 


responsible party.  


 


A petroleum-contaminated site may be determined to have no responsible party if the site was 


last acquired (regardless of whether the site is owned by the applicant/recipient) through tax 


foreclosure, abandonment, or equivalent government proceedings, and that the site meets the 


criteria in (1) below. Any petroleum-contaminated site not acquired by a method listed above 


will be determined to have a responsible party if the site fails to meet the criteria in both (1) and 


(2) below.  


 


1. No responsible party has been identified for the site through:  


a. an unresolved judgment rendered in a court of law or an administrative order that would 


require any party (including the applicant/recipient) to conduct the activities (including 


assessment, investigation or cleanup) proposed in the grant proposal/submitted as part of 


a site eligibility determination;  


b. an unresolved enforcement action by federal or state authorities that would require any 


party (including the applicant/recipient) to conduct the activities (including assessment, 


investigation, or cleanup) proposed in the grant proposal/submitted as part of a site 


eligibility determination; or  
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c. an unresolved citizen suit, contribution action, or other third-party claim brought against 


the current or immediate past owner for the site that would, if successful, require the 


activities (including assessment, investigation, or cleanup) proposed in the grant proposal 


to be conducted/submitted as part of a site eligibility determination. 


 


2. The current and immediate past owner did not dispense or dispose of, or own the subject  


property during the dispensing or disposal of, any contamination at the site, did not exacerbate 


the contamination at the site, and took reasonable steps with regard to the contamination at the 


site.2 For purposes of the Brownfields Program, the current owner is the entity that will own 


the property at the time of proposal submission/submission of the site eligibility 


determination. (For Cleanup Grants, the current owner must be the applicant/recipient.)  


 


If no responsible party is identified above, then the petroleum-contaminated site may be eligible 


for funding. If a responsible party is identified above, EPA or the state must next determine 


whether that party is viable. If any such party is determined to be viable, then the petroleum-


contaminated site is not eligible for funding.  


 


If there is a responsible party for the site, the applicant/recipients should explain what steps it 


took to determine a responsible party’s financial status, and why the information presented 


indicates that the responsible party is not viable. A state making the “viable responsible party” 


determination for the applicant/recipient may use the standards contained in this document or its 


own standard. If a state is not making the determination or a tribe is the applicant/recipient, EPA 


will follow the standard set forth in this document. Note that any viability determination made by 


EPA is for purposes of the CERCLA § 104(k) grant program only.  


 


EPA will consider a party to be viable if the party is financially capable of conducting the 


activity (i.e., assessment, investigation, or cleanup) identified in the grant proposal. 


 


Generally, EPA will consider ongoing businesses or companies (corporations, LLCs, 


partnerships, etc.) and government entities to be viable. EPA will generally deem a defunct or 


insolvent company and an individual responsible party to be not viable. EPA will apply these 


assumptions to its petroleum grant viability determinations, unless there is information 


suggesting that the assumption is not appropriate in a particular case (e.g., if there is information 


that an individual has adequate financial resources to address contamination at a site, or if there 


is information indicating an ongoing business is not, in fact, viable). An applicant/recipient 


should indicate if one of the above assumptions applies and provide support for the assertion. In 


circumstances not covered by one of the above assumptions, the applicant/recipient should 


explain why the responsible party is not viable.  


 


An applicant/recipient seeking to determine the financial status (i.e., the viability) of a 


responsible party should consider consulting the following resources and any other resources it 


may deem to be useful to make this determination:  


 


                                                 
2 For purposes of determining petroleum brownfield grant eligibility, “reasonable steps with regard to 


contamination at the site” includes, as appropriate: stopping continuing releases, preventing threatened 


future releases, and preventing or limiting human, environmental, or natural resource exposure to earlier 


petroleum or petroleum product releases. Reasonable steps are discussed in more detail on pages 9-12 of 


EPA’s March 6, 2003, “Common Elements” guidance.  



https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/interim-guidance-common-elements-landowner-criteria-qualify-bfpp-cpo-or-ilo-superfund
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1. Responsible Party: Ask the responsible party for its financial information (tax returns, bank 


statements, financial statements, insurance policies designed to address environmental 


liabilities, etc.), especially if the responsible party is still associated with the site or is the 


applicant/recipient, and, therefore, will receive the benefit of the grant. An applicant/recipient 


that is a responsible party and claiming it is not viable should provide conclusive 


information, such as an INDIPAY or MUNIPAY analysis, on its inability to pay for the 


assessment or cleanup. 


 


2. Federal, State, and Local Records: Federal, state, and local (i.e., county and city) records 


often provide information on the status of a business. An applicant/recipient that is a state or 


local government should at the very least search its own records for information on a 


responsible party. Examples of such resources include regulatory records (e.g., state 


hazardous waste records), Secretary of State databases, and property/land records. 


 


3. Public and Commercial Financial Databases: Applicants/recipients also may obtain 


financial data from publicly available and commercial sources. Listed below are examples of 


sources for financial data. Please note that some commercial sources may charge fees. EPA 


does not endorse the use of any specific sources, and EPA will accept reliable data from 


other sources as part of a proposal for funding.  


 


Examples of sources: Lexis/Nexus, Dun & Bradstreet reports, Hoover’s Business 


Information, Edgar Database of Corporate Information, Thomas Register of American 


Manufacturers, The Public Register, Corporate Annual Reports, Internet search engines (e.g. 


Google, Ask).  


 


“Cleaned Up by a Person Not Potentially Liable”  


Brownfields grant funding may be awarded for the assessment and cleanup of petroleum-


contaminated sites provided they meet the requests below.  


1. The applicant/recipient has not dispensed or disposed of or owned the property during the 


dispensing or disposal of petroleum or petroleum product at the site; and 


2. The applicant/recipient did not exacerbate the contamination at the site and took 


reasonable steps with regard to the contamination at the site.  


 


“Is not subject to any order issued under Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) § 


9003(h)” 


Proposals from applicants that include requests for an Assessment Grant or Cleanup Grant to 


address petroleum-contaminated sites must not be subject to a corrective action order under 


RCRA § 9003(h).  


 


For current recipients managing a Community-wide Assessment Grant, Revolving Loan Fund 


Grant, or Multipurpose Grant, the state or EPA must make the same determination for site(s) that 


will be addressed.  


 


1.3.3. Mine-Scarred Lands  


Mine-scarred lands are eligible for brownfields grants funding. EPA’s view is that “mine-scarred 


lands” are those lands, associated waters, and surrounding watersheds where extraction, 


beneficiation, or processing of ores and minerals (including coal) has occurred. For the purposes 
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of this section, the definition of extraction, beneficiation, and processing is the definition found 


at 40 CFR § 261.4(b)(7).  


 


Mine-scarred lands include abandoned coal mines and lands scarred by strip mining.  


 


Examples of coal mine-scarred lands may include, but are not limited to:  


• abandoned surface coal mine areas; 


• abandoned deep coal mines; 


• abandoned coal processing areas; 


• abandoned coal refuse areas; 


• acid or alkaline mine drainage; and 


• associated waters affected by abandoned coal mine (or acid mine) drainage or runoff, 


including stream beds and adjacent watersheds.  


 


Examples of non-coal hard rock mine-scarred lands may include, but are not limited to:  


• abandoned surface and deep mines; 


• abandoned waste rock or spent ore piles; 


• abandoned roads constructed wholly or partially of waste rock or spent ore; 


• abandoned tailings, disposal ponds, or piles; 


• abandoned ore concentration mills; 


• abandoned smelters; 


• abandoned cyanide heap leach piles; 


• abandoned dams constructed wholly or partially of waste rock, tailings, or spent ore; 


• abandoned dumps or dump areas used for the disposal of waste rock or spent ore; 


• acid or alkaline rock drainage; and  


• waters affected by abandoned metal mine drainage or runoff, including stream beds and 


adjacent watersheds.  


 


1.4. Sites Not Eligible for Brownfields Grant Funding 


The following three types of properties are not eligible for brownfields grant funding under 


CERCLA, even on a property-specific basis. Applicants/recipients should not propose these 


types of sites for funding. 


 


1)  Facilities listed or proposed for listing on the National Priorities List (NPL).  


2)  Facilities subject to unilateral administrative orders, court orders, administrative orders 


on consent, or judicial consent decrees issued to or entered into by parties under 


CERCLA.  


3)  Facilities that are subject to the jurisdiction, custody, or control of the U.S. government. 


Facilities owned by, or under the custody or control of, the federal government are not 


eligible for brownfields grant funding. EPA’s view is that this exclusion may not extend 


to:  


a. privately-owned, Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS);  


b. privately-owned, Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP) 


properties; and  


c. other former federal properties that have been disposed of by the U.S. government.  
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Note that land held in trust by the U.S. government for an Indian tribe is not excluded from 


funding eligibility. In addition, eligibility for brownfields grant funding does not alter a private 


owner’s ability to cost recover from the federal government in cases where the previous federal 


government owner remains liable for environmental damages.  


 


1.5. Particular Classes of Sites Eligible for Brownfields Grant Funding Only with Property-


Specific Determinations  


The following special classes of property are generally ineligible brownfield sites unless EPA 


makes a “Property-Specific Determination” and determines they are eligible for funding. These 


include: 


• properties subject to planned or ongoing removal actions under CERCLA; 


• properties with facilities that have been issued or entered into a unilateral administrative 


order, a court order, an administrative order on consent, or judicial consent decree or to 


which a permit has been issued by the United States or an authorized state under RCRA, 


FWPCA, TSCA, or SDWA;  


• properties with facilities subject to RCRA corrective action (§ 3004(u) or § 3008(h)) to 


which a corrective action permit or order has been issued or modified to require the 


implementation of corrective measures; 


• properties that are land disposal units that have submitted a RCRA closure notification or that 


are subject to closure requirements specified in a closure plan or permit. 


• properties where there has been a release of PCBs and all or part of the property is subject to 


TSCA remediation; and  


• properties that include facilities receiving monies for cleanup from the LUST Trust Fund.  


 


EPA’s approval of Property-Specific Determinations will be based on whether or not 


awarding/approving the proposed activities will protect human health and the environment and 


either promote economic development or enable the property to be used for parks, greenways, 


and similar recreational or nonprofit purposes. See the FAQs for more information on how to 


prepare and submit a Property-Specific Determination. 


 


1.5.1. Facilities Subject to CERCLA Removal Actions  


Properties (including parcels of properties) where there are removal actions may not receive 


funding, unless EPA makes a property-specific determination of funding eligibility.  


 


EPA’s view is that a removal may be identified by the occurrence of one of the following events, 


whichever occurs first in time: EPA issues an action memo; EPA issues an Engineering 


Evaluation/Cost Analysis approval memo; EPA mobilizes onsite; EPA issues a notice of federal 


interest to one or more potentially responsible parties (PRPs), which in emergencies may be 


made verbally; or EPA takes other actions that are consistent with a removal.  


 


Once a removal action is complete, a property is eligible for brownfields grant funding without 


having to obtain a property-specific funding determination. EPA’s view is that, solely for the 


purposes of eligibility to receive brownfields grant funding, a removal is complete when the 


actions specified in the action memorandum are met, or when the contractor has demobilized and 


left the site (as documented in the “pollution report” or POLREP). Applicants/recipients 



https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/frequently-asked-questions-about-multipurpose-assessment-rlf-and-cleanup-grants
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proposing sites at which removal actions are complete must include documentation of the action 


being complete with their funding proposal.  


 


Parcels of facilities not affected by removal action at the same property may apply for 


brownfields grant funding and may be eligible for funding on a property-specific basis. Property-


specific funding decisions will be made in coordination with the on-scene coordinator (OSC) to 


ensure that all removal and cleanup activities at the property are conducted in safe and protective 


manners and to ensure that the OSC retains the ability to address all risks and contamination.  


 


Please note that if a federal brownfields-funded site assessment results in identifying the need for a 


new removal action, the recipient may continue to expend brownfields funds on additional grant-


related activities. However, any additional expenditure of federal brownfields funds and any 


additional site assessment activities should be conducted in coordination with the OSC for the site.  


 


1.5.2. Facilities to which a permit has been issued by the United States or an authorized 


state under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), the Federal Water 


Pollution Control Act, the Toxic Substances Control Act, or the Safe Drinking Water Act  


Generally, in cases where a property or a portion of a property is permitted under the Resource 


Conservation and Recovery Act, Clean Water Act § 1321, the Safe Drinking Water Act, and/or 


the Toxic Substances and Control Act, the property, or portion of the property, may not receive 


funding without a property-specific determination. Therefore, applicants/recipients should 


review the following guidance regarding which types of permitted facilities may not receive 


funding unless EPA makes a property-specific determination to provide funding. 


Applicants/recipients should note that the exclusion for permitted facilities does not extend to 


facilities with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits issued under 


the authorities of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, but is limited to facilities issued 


permits under the authorities of the Oil Pollution Act (i.e., FWPCA § 1321).  


 


In cases where one or more portions of a property are not eligible for funding, the 


applicant/recipient should identify the specific permit and situation that causes the property to be 


excluded. In addition, the applicant/recipient must include documentation that federal 


brownfields grants funding for the assessment or cleanup of the property will further the goals 


established for property-specific funding determinations as described in the FAQs. 


 


In some cases, a facility may not have a permit or order because it is not in compliance with 


federal or state environmental laws requiring that it obtain a permit or the facility has failed to 


notify EPA of its regulatory status. Such facilities are not eligible for brownfields grant funding. 


For example, a RCRA treatment unit operator is required to obtain a permit and/or notify EPA of 


its operation. An operator that fails to fulfill those obligations will likely not have a permit or 


order as EPA will be unaware of its existence. Therefore, it is EPA’s view that such facilities are 


ineligible to receive brownfields funds as a result of their failure to comply with a basic 


regulatory requirement. Additional guidance on the eligibility of RCRA-permitted facilities, 


including facilities under administrative or court orders, including corrective action orders, is 


provided in the FAQs. 


 


1.5.3. RCRA Sites  


RCRA Facilities that are Eligible for Funding  



https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/frequently-asked-questions-about-multipurpose-assessment-rlf-and-cleanup-grants

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/frequently-asked-questions-about-multipurpose-assessment-rlf-and-cleanup-grants
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EPA’s view is that the following types of RCRA facilities are eligible for brownfields grants 


funding and do not require Property-Specific Determinations: 


a. RCRA interim status facilities that are not subject to any administrative or judicial order or 


consent decree;  


b. RCRA interim status facilities that are subject to administrative or judicial orders that do not 


include corrective action requirements or any other cleanup provisions (e.g., RCRA § 


3008(a) orders without provisions requiring the owner/operator to address contamination); 


and  


c. parcels of RCRA facilities that are not under the scope of a RCRA permit or administrative 


or judicial order.  


 


RCRA Facilities that Require Property-Specific Determinations 


EPA’s view is that the following types of RCRA facilities may not receive funding without a 


property-specific determination:  


a. RCRA-permitted facilities;  


b. RCRA interim status facilities with administrative orders requiring the facility to conduct 


corrective action or otherwise address contamination, including facilities with orders issued 


under the authorities of RCRA § 3008(a), § 3008(h), § 3013, and § 7003;  


c. facilities under court order or under an administrative order on consent or judicial consent 


decree under RCRA or CERCLA that require the facility to conduct corrective action or 


otherwise address contamination at the facility; and  


d. land disposal units that have notified EPA or an authorized state of their intent to close and 


have closure requirements specified in closure plans or permits.  


 


1.5.4. Land disposal units that have filed a closure notification under Subtitle C of RCRA 


and to which closure requirements have been specified in a closure plan or permit  


RCRA hazardous waste landfills that have submitted closure notifications, as required under 40 


CFR § 264.112(d) or § 265.112(d), generally will not be funded. This may include permitted 


facilities that have filed notification of closure and for which EPA and/or an authorized state is 


proceeding with final closure requirements for the facility. For interim status facilities, this is 


done through approval of a closure plan submitted with closure notification. For permitted 


facilities, this is routinely done as a modification to the permit, requested by the facility at the 


time of closure notification.  


 


Please note that RCRA hazardous waste landfills that have submitted closure notifications may 


be eligible for brownfields grant funding with a Property-Specific Determination.  


 


1.5.5. Sites Contaminated with PCBs  


CERCLA excludes from funding eligibility portions of facilities where there has been a release 


of PCBs that are subject to remediation under TSCA.  


 


EPA’s view is that all portions of properties are eligible for brownfield site assessment funding, 


except where EPA has initiated an involuntary action with any person to address PCB 


contamination. Also, it is EPA’s view that all portions of properties are eligible for 


cleanup/remediation funding, except where EPA has an ongoing action against a disposer to 


address PCB contamination. However, any portion of a property where EPA has initiated an 


involuntary action with any person to address PCB contamination and portions of properties 
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where EPA has an ongoing action against a disposer to address PCB contamination will require a 


Property-Specific Determination to be eligible for brownfields grant funding, including: 


• there is a release (or disposal) of any waste meeting the definition of “PCB remediation 


waste” at 40 CFR § 761.3; and  


• at which EPA has initiated an involuntary action with any person to address the PCB 


contamination. Such involuntary actions could include:  


– enforcement action for illegal disposal;  


– Regional Administrator’s order to characterize or remediate a spill or old disposal (40 


CFR § 761.50(b)(3));  


– penalty for violation of TSCA remediation requirements;  


– superfund removal action; or  


– remediation required under RCRA § 3004(u) or § 3004(v).  


 


PCBs may be remediated under any one of the following provisions under TSCA:  


a. § 761.50(b)(3), the directed characterization, remediation, or disposal action;  


b. § 761.61(a), the self-implementing provision;  


c. an approval issued under § 761.61(c), the risk-based provision;  


d. § 761.61(b) to the level of PCB quantification (i.e., 1 ppm in soil);  


e. an approval issued under § 761.77, the coordinated approval provision;  


f. § 761.79, the decontamination provision;  


g. an existing EPA PCB Spill Cleanup Policy; or  


h. any future policy or guidance addressing PCB spill cleanup or remediation specifically 


addressing the remediation of PCBs at brownfield sites.  


 


1.5.6. LUST Trust Fund Sites  


CERCLA requires a Property-Specific Determination for funding at those sites (or portions of 


properties) for which assistance for response activity has been obtained under Subtitle I of 


RCRA from the LUST Trust Fund. EPA’s view is that this provision may exclude UST sites 


where money is being spent on actual assessment and/or cleanup of UST/petroleum 


contamination.  


 


However, in cases where the state agency has used LUST Trust Fund money for state program 


oversight activities on an UST site, but has not expended LUST Trust Funds for specific 


assessment and/or cleanup activities at the site, the site would be eligible for brownfields grant 


funding and does not need a Property-Specific Determination. Such sites may receive funding on 


a property-specific basis, if it is determined that funding will protect human health and the 


environment and the funding will promote economic development or enable the creation of, 


preservation of, or addition to greenspace (see guidance on documenting eligibility for property-


specific funding determinations provided in the FAQs.  


 


Examples of sites receiving LUST Trust Fund monies that EPA would consider to be good 


candidates to receive Brownfield Grants or loans include:  


 


a. all UST fields pilots (50 pilots);  


b. sites (or portions of properties) where an assessment was completed using LUST Trust Fund 


monies and the state has determined that the site is a low-priority UST site, and therefore, 


additional LUST Trust Fund money cannot be provided for the cleanup of petroleum 



https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/frequently-asked-questions-about-multipurpose-assessment-rlf-and-cleanup-grants
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contamination, but the site still needs some cleanup and otherwise is a good candidate for 


economic revitalization; and  


c. sites (or portions of properties) where LUST Trust Fund money was spent for emergency 


activities, but then the site was determined to be ineligible for further expenditures of LUST 


Trust Funds, yet the site needs additional funding for continued assessment and/or cleanup 


that will contribute to economic revitalization of the site. 


 


1.6. Eligible Response Sites/Enforcement Issues 


CERCLA limits EPA’s enforcement and cost recovery authorities at “eligible response sites” 


where a response action is conducted in compliance with a state response program. CERCLA § 


101(40) defines an “eligible response site” by referencing the general definition of a “brownfield 


site” in § 101(39)(A) and incorporating the exclusions in § 101(39)(B). CERCLA places further 


limitations on the types of properties included within the definition of an eligible response site, 


but grants EPA the authority to include within the definition of eligible response site, and on a 


property-specific basis, some properties that are otherwise excluded from the definition. Such 


property-specific determinations must be based upon a finding that limits an enforcement will be 


appropriate, after consultation with state authorities, and will protect human health and the 


environment and promote economic development or facilitate the creation of, preservation, or 


addition to a park, a greenway, undeveloped property, recreational property, or other property 


used for nonprofit purposes. While the criteria appear similar to those for determining eligibility 


for funding on a property-specific basis, the determinations are distinct, will be made through a 


separate process, and may not be based on the same information requested in this document for 


property-specific funding determinations. 


 


Also, please note that in providing funding for brownfield sites, and given that a limited amount 


of funding is available for Brownfield Grants, EPA’s goal is to not provide brownfields grant 


funding to sites where EPA has a planned or ongoing enforcement action. While EPA does not 


intend that the existence of a planned or ongoing enforcement action will necessarily disqualify a 


site from receipt of brownfields grant funding, EPA does believe it is necessary that EPA be 


aware of the existence of any such action in making funding decisions. As a result, EPA will 


conduct an investigation to evaluate whether a site is, or will be, subject to an enforcement action 


under CERCLA or other federal environmental statutes. EPA is requesting that 


applicants/recipients identify ongoing or anticipated environmental enforcement actions related 


to the brownfield site for which funding is sought. 
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 PROPERTY-SPECIFIC DETERMINATION 
This part must be filled out if an applicant proposes a property that requires a property-specific 
determination; in this case, the application must include the information below. 


A. Property Information


1. Basic site identification information and eligible entity identification information:


2. The specific circumstance that requires the TBA applicant to request a property-specific
determination:


3. A short explanation of why the site falls within the identified circumstance requiring the
property-specific determination:


4. An explanation of how providing brownfields funding for the site will meet the criteria
necessary for making a property-specific determination. See Section B below for a description
of the necessary criteria to address:
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5. The degree to which other funding is or is not available for the assessment or cleanup of the
site:


6. An explanation of whether or not the applicant/recipient is responsible for the contamination at
a site:


B. Site Compliance


Note: Targeted Brownfield Assessment (TBA) applications for funding that include, within the
scope of planned assessment activities, sites, properties, or facilities that potentially fall within
any of the funding exclusions listed above (Part 1 Section C), should specifically identify such
circumstances and explain, in as much detail as possible, why the availability of brownfields
funding will protect human health and the environment and promote economic development or
the creation or preservation of greenspace (or other listed objectives). Information provided in
addressing these criteria will be used in documenting EPA’s decision in making property-
specific determinations for funding eligibility.


1. Protection of Human Health and the Environment: For each site requiring a property-
specific determination, applicants must explain, in detail, how financial assistance for
brownfields assessment or cleanup activities will ensure the protection of human health and
the environment. This explanation should include one or more of the following:


Specific examples of human health risks that will be mitigated by activities funded 
under a brownfield grant. 
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Specific environmental improvements that can reasonably be expected to result from 
activities funded under a brownfield grant.  


Specific examples of contamination that will be addressed, including the specific 
hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants of concern and the environmental 
media that will be addressed.  


Description of how the proposed cleanup and redevelopment of the property will 
ensure that the property will be protective of human health and the environment and 
that the remedy will be both protective and consistent with the planned reuse of the 
property. 


2. Promote Economic Development or the Creation of, Preservation of, or Addition to Parks,
Greenways, Undeveloped Property, other Recreational Property, or Other Property Used for
Nonprofit Purposes. If brownfields funding will be used to promote economic development,
the applicant should include information such as the items below:


A description of economic development activities that can reasonably be expected to 
occur as a result of TBA funding (e.g., number of jobs created, estimated increase in 
the property and/or profits/sales tax base to the community, additional business 
expansion or new business relocation that may occur within the community).  
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A description of how the redevelopment of the brownfield property will contribute to 
community-wide redevelopment and revitalization plans with a specific emphasis on 
how funding for the brownfields redevelopment is integral to the success of the 
community-wide plan.  


A description of new businesses or business expansions that are planned for the 
brownfield property. If brownfields funding will be used to preserve or create 
greenspace, recreational areas, undeveloped property, or property to be used for 
nonprofit purposes, the applicant should provide specific documentation of these 
activities, such as the items below.  


A description of the proposed park, recreational property, greenspace, undeveloped 
space, or another type of property to be used for nonprofit purposes, including size, 
use, and surrounding environment that will be preserved or created as a result of 
TBA funding.  


A description of how the property will be used and by whom. 
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A description of how the property will be integrated with surrounding properties or 
environments.  


A description of how the property will be maintained or preserved for its continued 
use as a greenspace, recreational area, etc.  


Note: When documenting compliance with these criteria, all documentation must be 
comprehensive and specific to actual events that will be mitigated or can reasonably 
be expected to occur as a result of federal brownfields TBA funding. 
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See EPA’s Understanding


Brownfields for more information. 


United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency EPA MID-ATLANTIC | REGION 3 


FREE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
BROWNFIELDS AND LAND REVITALIZATION 


EPA’s Brownfields Program Sparks Community-Serving 
Projects in Historically Underserved Neighborhoods 


WHAT IS A BROWNFIELD 
Almost every community has an eyesore property 


that might be a “brownfield.” These properties 


may have contamination from ways people used 


them in the past and are often concentrated in 


historically underserved communities. 


Brownfields can look like: 


IDENTIFYING A BROWNFIELD 
How EPA’s Targeted Brownfields Assessment 
Program Works 
What the free Program does: 


• Former gas stations


• Former industrial sites


• Former dry cleaners


• Old buildings


• Vacant lots


• Waste Piles


• Conducts research about past property uses and environmental sampling for


potential contamination.


• Accelerates property for future EPA-funded cleanup grant; Identifies
cleanup alternatives.


• Prepares fact sheets about the property to inform the community and new


partners.


What the Program is NOT: 
WHAT A BROWNFIELD 
CAN BECOME 
Brownfields can be safely cleaned-up and reused. 


EPA supports equitable development and local 


wealth building through the identification, 


cleanup and reuse of these properties. 


Redevelopment can look like new: 


• Not enforcement. This is a voluntary program to identify solutions, not to
punish property owners or buyers.


• Not redevelopment funding. EPA does not have funding to build reuse projects.


Program Benefits 


• Housing


• Commercial


development


• Parks and


gathering spaces


• Community gardens


• Electric vehicle


charging stations


• Industrial


development


• Environmental information reduces uncertainty and helps the community


and investors make reuse decisions.


• EPA’s early engagement helps attract new partners, such as grant programs


and private investors.


• Working with EPA supports applications for additional technical assistance


and grants.


Apply for Assistance 
• Publicly- and privately-owned properties qualify for assessment, subject to


EPA approval.
• FUNDS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY! Start your projects in as little


as 30 days.
• For more information, check out this video about TBAs, and visit our website 


to learn how to apply.



https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/understanding-brownfields

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/understanding-brownfields

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1X3Eh7agXA

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/targeted-brownfields-assessments-region-3-how-apply-criteria

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/targeted-brownfields-assessments-region-3-how-apply-criteria

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/targeted-brownfields-assessments-region-3-how-apply-criteria





FREE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
BROWNFIELDS AND LAND REVITALIZATION 


REDEVELOPMENT 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 


Property-Specific Assistance 
EPA’s Land Revitalization Program supports the safe and 


sustainable reuse of previously contaminated properties. 


Available resources include: 


• Technical Assistance: Land Revitalization Technical


Assistance in site design, market analysis, community


engagement, sustainable development and other topics.


• Funding and Financing: To learn more about Technical
Assistance funding available for Land Revitalization projects
in Region 3, contact Tish Corbett.


Community Assistance 
EPA provides brownfields grants to national and regional 


organizations that support communities impacted by 


brownfields. The primary supporting organization in Region 3 


is West Virginia University Technical Assistance to 
Brownfield Communities.Their services include Brownfields


Education, Resource Identification, Local Brownfields 


Program Support, Project Development, and Design 


Assistance. 


Additional Resources 


• Brownfields Reuse: Center for Creative Land Recycling


• Equitable Development: Groundwork USA


• Land Revitalization: Land Revitalization Toolkit


Targeted Brownfields Assessment: Contact Michael Taurino • 215-814-3371 
Redevelopment Technical Assistance: Contact Tish Corbett • 215-814-3173


For more information on EPA’s Brownfield program, visit: 


EPA Brownfields | EPA Brownfields and Land Revitalization in the Mid-Atlantic Region 


United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency 


Region 3 | Targeted Brownfields Assessments and Technical Assistance | February 2022 


EPA recognizes each community faces different challenges with brownfields. Our technical assistance meets these 
varying needs. Through working with local entities, we aim to improve public health and the environment over the 


long- term. These partnerships also support new economic opportunities for disadvantaged communities. 



https://www.epa.gov/land-revitalization

https://www.epa.gov/land-revitalization/land-revitalization-technical-assistance-projects

https://www.epa.gov/land-revitalization/land-revitalization-technical-assistance-projects

https://www.epa.gov/land-revitalization/land-revitalization-toolkit

https://brownfields.wvu.edu/

https://brownfields.wvu.edu/

https://www.cclr.org/

https://groundworkusa.org/ta-services/equitable-development-resource-hub/

mailto:taurino.michael@epa.gov

mailto:corbett.patricia@epa.gov

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-and-land-revitalization-epa-region-3

https://www.epa.gov/land-revitalization/land-revitalization-toolkit

mailto:corbett.patricia@epa.gov










EPA Targeted Brownfields Assessments 
The Basics


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Brownfields 
Program is designed to empower states, communities and other 
stakeholders to work together in a timely manner to prevent, 
assess, safely clean up and sustainably reuse brownfields. EPA 
provides technical and financial assistance for brownfields 
activities through an approach based on four main goals: 
protecting human health and the environment, sustaining reuse, 
promoting partnerships and strengthening the marketplace. 
Brownfields grants and technical assistance, through Targeted 
Brownfields Assessments (TBAs), serve as the foundation of the 
Brownfields Program and support revitalization efforts by funding 
environmental assessment, cleanup and job training activities. 
Thousands of properties have been assessed and cleaned up 
through the Brownfields Program, clearing the way for their reuse. 


What Is a Targeted Brownfields 
Assessment?
EPA’s TBA program is designed to help minimize the uncertainties 
of contamination often associated with brownfields—especially 
for those entities without EPA Brownfields Assessment grants. 
The TBA program is not a grant program, but a service provided 
through an EPA contract in which EPA directs a contractor to 
conduct environmental assessment activities to address the 
requester’s needs. Unlike grants, EPA does not provide funding 
directly to the entity requesting the services. TBA assistance is 
available through  
EPA’s Regional Brownfields offices.


A TBA may encompass one or more of the following activities:


• An “all appropriate inquiries” assessment (Phase I), including a 
historical investigation and a preliminary site inspection;


• A more in-depth environmental site assessment (Phase 
II), including sampling activities to identify the types and 
concentrations of contaminants and the areas to be cleaned; and


• Evaluation of cleanup options and/or cost estimates based on 
future uses and redevelopment plans. 


A BROWNFIELD is defined as real property, the 


expansion, redevelopment or reuse of which may be 


complicated by the presence or potential presence of 


a hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminant. The 


2002 Brownfields Law further defines the term to include 


a site that is “contaminated by a controlled substance; 


contaminated by petroleum or a petroleum product 


excluded from the definition of ‘hazardous substance;’ or 


mine-scarred land.”


Who Is Eligible to Apply for a 
Targeted Brownfields Assessment?
Eligible entities include state, local and tribal governments; 
general purpose units of local government, land clearance 
authorities or other quasi-governmental entities; regional council 
or redevelopment agencies; states or legislatures; or nonprofit 
organizations. 


TBA assistance may only be used at properties that meet the 
statutory definition of a brownfield. The TBA program does not 
provide resources to conduct cleanup or building demolition 
activities. Cleanup assistance is available under EPA’s Cleanup 
or Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) grants. Information on EPA’s 
Brownfields Cleanup and RLF grants can be found on the EPA 
Brownfields website at www.epa.gov/Brownfields.


Environmental assessments through the TBA Program help to revitalize 
communities and assist in redevelopment.



http://www.epa.gov/Brownfields





What Properties Are Typically 
Targeted for TBA Assistance?
The TBA selection process varies slightly in each EPA Region. 
The Regions have discretion in selecting areas to target for 
environmental site assessment assistance and typically prefer to 
target properties that are abandoned or publicly owned, have low 
to moderate contamination, include environmental justice issues, 
suffer from the stigma of liability or have a prospective purchaser 
willing to buy and pay for the cleanup of the property, if needed. 
The selection process is guided by regional criteria. Please visit  
www.epa.gov/Brownfields for more information on your  
region’s criteria and application process. 


Examples of TBA Successes
Bellflower, CA – EPA provided $65,000 in contractor-led TBA 
assistance to assess the Café Camillia/Fronk’s Restaurant site in 
downtown Bellflower. From the 1940s to 1970s, the property was the 
site of a fueling and service station. EPA’s Underground Storage Tank 
(UST) Program provided support for the identification and initial 
assessment of the site in 2011. In 2012, EPA TBA funds were used for 
a field investigation to determine if petroleum contamination from 
three USTs had caused groundwater or soil contamination. Results 
found contamination levels to be of no impact to the health of future 
site occupants and next-door residents. The property has been 
redeveloped, as part of Downtown Bellflower’s Revitalization Vision 
Strategy, and now is home to the new Fronk’s Restaurant and mixed-
use affordable housing.


Nashville, TN – Cumberland Park is an innovative play space for 
children and families, incorporating unique play structures and water 
features that create an exciting new attraction along Nashville’s 
riverfront. EPA contractor-led TBA assistance, along with the Army 
Corps of Engineers and the Tennessee Department of Environment 
and Conservation (TDEC), assessed the property, which was 
formerly a saw mill and a bridge/barge manufacturing facility. 
The assessments identified several areas impacted by polynuclear 
aromatic, lead and arsenic that required cleanup. TDEC and the 
Metro Parks and Recreation Department worked cooperatively to 
develop and implement plans that incorporated a combination of 
soil removals, engineered caps and institutional controls to address 
environmental concerns and provide for safe reuse of the property. 
The Play Park opened in April 2012 and is approximately 6.5 
acres, encompassing 900 feet of riverfront. It includes an outdoor 
amphitheater that can hold approximately 1,200 people for an event.


EPA Targeted Brownfields Assessments 
The Basics


A fueling and service station, closed in the 1970s, is assessed before being 
redeveloped into a new restaurant and affordable housing complex in  
downtown Bellflower.


Nashville’s Cumberland Park has become a community hub after  
redevelopment in 2012.


Weirton, WV – EPA provided contractor-led TBA assistance to 
assess the former RG Steel Plant in Beech Bottom. The 200-acre 
property has an ideal location, situated between State Route 2 and 
the Ohio River. As a historic steel manufacturer, site operations 
raised environmental concerns affecting long-term development 
options. The site owner, The Business Development Corporation 
of the Northern Panhandle, requested EPA assistance and EPA 
performed Phase I and Phase II environmental site assessment 
activities. The Phase II investigation revealed that groundwater 
contamination may be present. The site owner is coordinating 
with its Land Revitalization Specialist and the WV Department of 
Environmental Protection to determine the best redevelopment 
options for the site.


How Can I Apply for TBA 
Assistance?
If you are interested in receiving TBA assistance, please contact the 
EPA Brownfields staff in your Region. You can find current contact 
information on the EPA Brownfields website at  
www.epa.gov/Brownfields.
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