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Outline
1. Overview of National Emissions Inventory & Point Sources
2. EIS Gateway

A. Facility Inventory elements – facility, emissions unit, process, release point, control path
B. Emissions elements – facility level view, pollutants, emissions process level
C. EIS Reports
D. EIS Reporting Code Tables
E. Questions and Answers
(BREAK)

3. Point Source Inventory Submission Process
A. Bridge Tool Submittals – (Facility Inventory – required elements) (Point Emissions)
B. EIS Gateway Edits
C. QA Checks
D. Questions and Answers
(BREAK)

4. Quality Assurance and Best Practices
A. Fugitive release points – examples from KMZ AirToxScreen
B. Setting up units, processes, release points

A. Example – A) EU 2 process to stack and fugitive release point B) EU 1 process to stack and fugitive C) 1 process to control 
path 

C. Questions and Answers

5. Additional Resources
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1. Overview of Point Sources
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National Emissions Inventory (NEI): Goals & Uses

Obtain high quality air emissions data on from State, 
Local, Tribal Authorities (SLTs) per the Air Emissions 
Reporting Rule (AERR) in 40 CFR Part 51, so that EPA, SLTs, 
and others may use this information in a variety of ways 
to assist in decision making:

• Air Quality Modeling → Annual Multipollutant Platform
• Analysis of Emissions Reduction Strategies
• Research

4

https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/air-emissions-reporting-requirements-aerr


NEI data categories
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The NEI covers five emissions data categories
• Point Emissions (and related Facility 

Inventory): Information from each facility
• Nonpoint Emissions: county level data
• Onroad Emissions: MOVES model
• Nonroad Emissions: MOVES-NONROAD 

model
• Event Emissions (wildfires and prescribed 

fires): county level data



Air Emission Reporting Requirements (AERR) 
Point Source Reporting (40 CFR 51. subpart A)
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For a given inventory year (IY), SLTs are responsible for submitting emissions information from 
point sources by the end of the following year. Facilities having actual emissions or potential to 
emit (PTE) that exceed the following thresholds are required to be included

• Many SLTs voluntarily report smaller point sources than required
• Many SLTs report point sources annually
• Many SLTs voluntarily submit HAPs

Type A facilities 
• Annual reports
• Pollutant thresholds:

• SO2, NOx, CO  with PTE ≥ 2,500 Ton/year
• VOC, PM, NH3 with PTE ≥ 250 Ton/year

Type B facilities 
• Triennial reports (every 3 years)
• Pollutant thresholds:

• SO2, NOx, VOC, PM, NH3 with PTE > 100 Ton/year 
(NAAs lower thresholds)

• CO with PTE > 1,000 Ton/yea
• Pb with Actual Emissions ≥ 0.5 Ton/year

AERR Rule Page
https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-
inventories/air-emissions-reporting-
requirements-aerr#additional-resources

https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/air-emissions-reporting-requirements-aerr#additional-resources


Point Inventory Timeline

• SLT submittals for 2022 Inventory Year are due 
Dec 31, 2023

• Grace period for Point Emissions ends - Jan 15, 2024
• EPA sends out comparison file (xls) - mid-Feb 2024

• All EPA Augmentation datasets by Apr 1, 2024
• SLTs make edits to their data by May 15, 2024
• Draft selection of NEI Point Inventory in EIS for 

review Jun 15, 2024
• AirToxScreen SLT Point Source Review HAPs end 

of Summer 2024
• Final NEI Point Inventory in EIS Dec 2024
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What is a Facility?
How are different 

components, 
equipment and 

processes of a facility 
classified in EIS?
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Conceptual Facility Inventory
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For more information on point sources in the NEI, see 
https://airknowledge.gov/Mod/What_is_an_Emissions_In
ventory/Web/index.html#/lessons/6ru3LWGx07h4KFCgLif
wAuN_-p8iZ_8i

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fairknowledge.gov%2FMod%2FWhat_is_an_Emissions_Inventory%2FWeb%2Findex.html%23%2Flessons%2F6ru3LWGx07h4KFCgLifwAuN_-p8iZ_8i&data=05%7C01%7CHouyoux.Marc%40epa.gov%7C1363543be35a4a4e469008da757a726f%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637951466007654324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mJnZ0b41%2Bhe7m0xJ9dmAKNGtc69HLfbSBSENrlR3uZ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fairknowledge.gov%2FMod%2FWhat_is_an_Emissions_Inventory%2FWeb%2Findex.html%23%2Flessons%2F6ru3LWGx07h4KFCgLifwAuN_-p8iZ_8i&data=05%7C01%7CHouyoux.Marc%40epa.gov%7C1363543be35a4a4e469008da757a726f%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637951466007654324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mJnZ0b41%2Bhe7m0xJ9dmAKNGtc69HLfbSBSENrlR3uZ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fairknowledge.gov%2FMod%2FWhat_is_an_Emissions_Inventory%2FWeb%2Findex.html%23%2Flessons%2F6ru3LWGx07h4KFCgLifwAuN_-p8iZ_8i&data=05%7C01%7CHouyoux.Marc%40epa.gov%7C1363543be35a4a4e469008da757a726f%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637951466007654324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mJnZ0b41%2Bhe7m0xJ9dmAKNGtc69HLfbSBSENrlR3uZ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fairknowledge.gov%2FMod%2FWhat_is_an_Emissions_Inventory%2FWeb%2Findex.html%23%2Flessons%2F6ru3LWGx07h4KFCgLifwAuN_-p8iZ_8i&data=05%7C01%7CHouyoux.Marc%40epa.gov%7C1363543be35a4a4e469008da757a726f%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637951466007654324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mJnZ0b41%2Bhe7m0xJ9dmAKNGtc69HLfbSBSENrlR3uZ4%3D&reserved=0


The Facility Inventory (a.k.a. Site Inventory)
• Information on the physical facility, as opposed to the annual throughputs and emissions.  

Provides the persistent framework to which point emissions are reported each year.
• Site-level information and location
• Release point parameters and locations
• Emission unit information (unit type, design capacity)
• Emission process IDs and attributes (SCC) 
• Facility Category (e.g. HAP Major, CAP Major, Ozone Non-Attainment Area, etc)
• Pollutant emissions (type, amounts)
• Control devices or measures
• Regulations

• Only changes or additions from year to year need to be reported.
• EIS will recognize what the changes are if you maintain consistent facility/unit/process/release point IDs 

each year
• The Facility Inventory provides the common framework between your Agency’s data system and 

USEPA’s for inventories
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What is the Point Emissions Inventory?
• Emissions estimates for the facility inventory, by:

• Process
• Pollutant
• Inventory year/reporting period (e.g., 2017 / annual)

• In addition to emissions, point data may include activity data 
in support of emissions estimation calculations:

• Throughput (by process and inventory/year reporting period)
• Emission Factor information, e.g.  value, numerator, denominator, 
• Operating details
• Supplemental parameters
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Questions About Overview of Point Sources  
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Break timer 10 minutes
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Let’s explore point source 
inventory elements in the 
EIS Gateway

2. EIS Gateway



2. EIS Gateway Outline

• Resources & Getting access
• Navigating
• Facility Inventory and Point Emissions & EIS Gateway Edits
• Codes Tables
• Reports

15



EIS Resources & Getting Access
Resource QR Code Resource QR Code
Emissions Inventory System (EIS) 
User's Manual and How To’s
https://www.epa.gov/air-
emissions-inventories/emissions-
inventory-system-eis-users-
manual-and-how-tos

EIS Gateway
https://eis.epa.gov/eis-system-
web/welcome.html

EIS Users' Guide
https://eis.epa.gov/userguide/
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https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/emissions-inventory-system-eis-users-manual-and-how-tos
https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/emissions-inventory-system-eis-users-manual-and-how-tos
https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/emissions-inventory-system-eis-users-manual-and-how-tos
https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/emissions-inventory-system-eis-users-manual-and-how-tos
https://eis.epa.gov/eis-system-web/welcome.html
https://eis.epa.gov/eis-system-web/welcome.html
https://eis.epa.gov/userguide/


EIS Welcome Page

17



Left side navigation options
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Facility Inventory and Point Emissions
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Facility Inventory and Point Emissions 2
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• Further down the page: options 
to refine search to:

• State
• County
• Tribe
• Country (provinces of Canada, 

states of Mexico)
• Facility Source Type
• Operating Status

• Shift+Click and Ctrl+Clink to 
select multiple within lists

• Logical “AND” between each list.
• Logical “OR” within each list.
 Don’t forget to hit Clear button 
between searches 



Facility Inventory and 
Point Emissions
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• Results shown below search 
button.

• Change number of rows 
displayed

• Flip through pages
• Download Results to csv file
• Can search or sort within 

each result field
 If system hangs on 
“Processing …” first try erasing 
any search text. If totally stuck, 
clear browser cache



Facility Inventory and Point Emissions 1
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• Results display fields:
• EIS Facility ID
• Agency ID
• Program System Code
• County ● State ● FIPS
• Tribal Name
• Facility Name 
• Company Name
• NAICS
• Facility Source Type
• Operating Status
• Facility lat/long coordinates
• Address ● City ● State ● Zip Code

 Blue font fields are links to 
view details 



Facility Site

• Buttons at top will open and jump to 
Facility, Release Point, Emissions Units, 
and Processes “accordion” sections

• Other sections: 
• NAICS
• Geographic Coordinates
• Alternate Facility Identifiers
• Alternate Facility Names
• Facility Expected Pollutants
• Site Controls
• Site Control Paths
• Facility Audit Log
• Geographic Coordinate Audit Log

 On right side, you can pull up Facility-
level emissions by year 
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Facility-level emissions
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• Pollutant Type()
• HAP Type

• Pollutant Code
• Pollutant Name
• UOM (Units of Measure)

• Different emissions Datasets
• SLT
• NEI selection
• TRI
• HAPAug, etc.



Edit Facility Site 
information 1
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• Starred fields are required 
fields



Edit Facility Site 
Information 2
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• Geographic Coordinates
• Fields with           are “locked”

and cannot be edited either via 
Gateway edit or XML submission.

• Coordinate Tolerance (in decimal 
degrees) is the bounds of 
allowable release points.

• Contact Ron Ryan if you need to 
move a locked facility coordinate 
and/or add release point 
coordinates outside coordinate 
tolerance. 

• When ready, hit 
• Save 
• Undo or 
• Cancel if you want to start over.



Alternate Facility Identifiers
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Alternate Facility Names
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Facility Expected Pollutants
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Release Points

30



Release Point Data
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 “Emissions Year” summaries are available 
for Facility, Release Point, and Emissions Unit 
. More detailed emissions information is 
available on the View Emissions Process 
Detail page 



Edit Release Point 1
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Parameters to enter change depending 
on Release Point Type entered:
Release point parameter best 
practices:
• Fill in Release Point Description
• Be careful about exit gas flow units:

• Actual cubic feet / minute
• Actual cubic feet / sec
• (not dry standard)

• QA checks enforce 
stack area * vel = flow 

• When in doubt, fill in the two 
parameters most sure about (usually 
diameter and flow) and leave the 
other one blank.

• AERMOD takes velocity, either 
provided or calculated



Edit Release Point 2
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• This check box will automatically ties 
the facility coordinates to the release 
point.

• Horizontal Datum - Google 
earth/maps is “WGS 84”



Emissions Units
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 Process count is also a 
clickable link 



Emission Unit Detail
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View Emissions Process Detail
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Edit Emissions Process

• SCC – Be careful 
pulling from 
drop down. 

• You can type 
numbers and 
will jump to 
first instance 
of digits you 
have typed so 
far.

• Typing text of 
descriptions 
wont do 
anything.
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Process Emissions (click on “View emissions”) 1
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• Selector shows all 
datasets that have 
emissions for this 
process

• Only place in EIS 
Gateway to see 
more than one year 
at a time



Process Emissions (click on “View emissions”) 2

39

• Each dataset you click on will sequentially add another column to the 
table below. Click again to remove from table.



Add/Edit Release 
Point Apportionment
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• Assign either 
• a Release Point ID from drop 

down, or 
• A Site Path ID

Release Point Descriptions 
used in table
Apportionment must total 

exactly 100 for all listed 
release points for process 



Audit logs

• See Audit Log section 
at end of most Facility 
Site components

• Records every change 
for the component 
since inception of that 
EIS Component ID

• If something doesn’t 
look right, you can go 
back, download the 
complete log, which 
may help you fix the 
issue.
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Facility Site –
Process Section
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• Left links are 
Emissions Unit IDs

• Right links are 
Process IDs



Next up – EIS Reporting Code Tables
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EIS Reporting 
Code Tables
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New List Features
• Sortable, Search by 

column
• Last Updated Date



Pollutant Codes
Status: 
• All, 
• Active, 
• Retired
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Pollutant Code Highlights – Chromium 
Compounds

• Chromium Trioxide and Chromic Acid retiring after Inv. Year 2022
• Beginning Inv. Year 2023, report these as mass of Chromium (VI)

• 52/100 mass of CrO3
• 52/118 mass of CrH2O4

• Report either:
• Chromium (VI) (18540299) and Chromium III (16065831) or 
• Chromium (7440473)  (EIS will split into hexavalent and trivalent) 46



Dioxin/Furans planned for Inv Year 2023
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Source Classification Codes
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EIAG SCC Contact:
Godfrey.Janice@epa.gov

919-541-3391

mailto:Godfrey.Janice@epa.gov


Release Point Types
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Types of Fugitive Release Points
N

Fugitive Angle

Coordinates from 
SW Corner

Release Point Width 
(eastward if no angle)

Release Point Length 
(northward if no angle)

Type 1: Area Fugitives

Type 9: 2D Fugitives

Coordinates Represent 
Center of Footprint

Release  Point Fugitive 
Height

Type 8: 3D Fugitives

Release Point Width

height

width

Coordinate 1 Coordinate 2

height

width

Coordinate 1

Coordinate 2



Fugitive Area Source Parameters Can Be Tricky
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Control Codes
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Unit Types
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Emission Calculation Method Codes
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QA Checks
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Which facilities can I edit, which can I view?
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• You can only edit 
facilities having 
Program System 
Code of your 
organization.

• You can also view 
facilities in another 
organization’s 
Program System 
Code if they granted 
access to your 
organization.

To grant access to another 
agency to be able to view 

your agency’s facilities, 
please email 

Dayton.Lindsay@epa.gov

mailto:Dayton.Lindsay@epa.gov


Control Path

• Example with apportionment of two pollutants, one impacted by control 
device, the other unaffected by control device. Control path with proper 
control path pollutant table apportions releases more correctly.
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Next up – EIS Reports
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EIS Reports Available for Point Sources
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• Emission Summary Reports
• Facility Emissions Summary

• By Facility, Emissions Unit, Process, Release Point, SPPD RTR Modeling File (input for 
HEM)

• Facility Configuration
• Facility, Process and Unit, Release Point, Alternate IDs, Expected Pollutants, Control Path

• Data Tagging 
• SMOKE Flat Files
• Facility and Emission Snapshots – XML Files in CERS Schema
• Comparison Report



Emissions Summary By Facility 1

• Yellow required:
• An Emissions 

Dataset
• At least one 

pollutant
• Remember:

• logical “or”s
within each 
section

• Logical “and”s
between each 
section
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Emissions Summary by Facility 2
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• Select on a list of EIS 
Facility IDs

• Saved to CSV file
• Cell A1= EIS Facility ID



Emissions Summary by Facility 3

• Yellow is required, pre-blue shade is default, columns. You 
can customize

• When in doubt, hit the Select All button. Easier to delete 
extra columns than to come back and run another report
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 Don’t forget to hit “Request Report

 Don’t forget to hit OK at “confirmation”



Report Downloads
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 Click to download report (saves as a zip file) 



XML Facility & Point
Snapshot Reports
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• This report pulls your data in 
EIS in XML format which can 
be imported into the Bridge 
Tool staging tables.  Some 
SLTs use this as a starting 
point, or resource, when 
developing their inventories.



Questions About Overview of EIS Gateway
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3. Point Source 
Inventory 
Submission 
Process
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3. Point Source Inventory Submission Process 
Outline
• CDX Account
• Bridge Tool
• Facility & Point “Cheat sheets”
• QA Checks
• Submitting in CDX

• QA Inventory
• Production Inventory
• QA Point
• Production Point

• Report get back
• Having issues –

• Point source lead Ron 
• Node Help desk if not uploading on exchange server
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EIS Bridge Tools
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www.epa.gov/air-emissions-
inventories/eis-bridge-tools



Overall SLT Submission Process Steps
1. SLTs collect point source inventory information from their facilities, which 

will be submitted to EPA via the Emissions Inventory System (EIS).  
2. SLTs compile data & submit XML file to EIS via the Environmental 

Exchange Network | Services Center (enservices.epa.gov)
• SLTs may begin sending their inventory data to EIS for QA checks any time, this does 

not change data in EIS:
• EIS facility inventory QA
• EIS emissions inventory QA

• By end of year deadline, the SLT submits their inventory data to EIS, which will apply 
the same QA checks and update EIS with submitted data:

1. First, EIS facility inventory Production
2. Then, EIS emissions inventory Production

3. Corrections and re-submission as needed using EIS feedback reports.

69

https://enservices.epa.gov/login.aspx


Facility and Point Staging Requirements 
Spreadsheets
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A resource to help identify which 
data fields are required which are 
optional, data types and field 
lengths, and allowable values.

One file for Facility Inventory and 
another for Point (Emissions).



Your XML File

There are several ways to submit your data to EIS.  They all require an 
XML file in the Consolidated Emissions Reporting Schema (CERS) schema 
format.  Submission can be via:
1. Node-to-node transfer:  your SLT system server connects with the 

EPA server, and you export the data directly (e.g. mainframes or 
desktop software packages)

OR 
2. EPA’s CDX Web Client, export from:

a. SLT system that meets the CERS xml schema format. 
b. The Bridge Tool.  Get your updated data into the EIS Bridge Tool:

• https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/eis-bridge-tools
• Same MSAccess file Bridge Tool used for Facility Inventory and Point Emissions XML 

creation.  But you submit separate Facility Inventory and Point Emissions XML files to 
CDX

71

https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/eis-bridge-tools


The EIS 
Bridge 
Tool
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When you first open the 
Facility/Point Bridge Tool you 
must:
1.Save As to your computer
2.Select “Enable Content”

Once the Bridge Tool is 
enabled the Main Menu is 
revealed.



Bridge Tool Main Menu Functions 1
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• Import from CERS XML allows 
you to import the facility or point 
emissions snapshot from EIS.  The 
snapshot is the only report in EIS 
which is downloaded in CERS XML 
format.

• Export to CERS XML allows you to 
export the facility or point 
records in the Bridge Tool staging 
tables into a CERS XML file for 
submission to the EPA Web 
Client.

• Edit Data Staging Tables allows 
you to Add or Edit a particular 
staging table.  You can also just 
open the tables from the left-
hand side of the tool.



Bridge Tool Main Menu Functions (continued)
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• View QA Report allows you to 
view a report which is created 
through export function and 
identifies any errors 
encountered.  This report has 
links which brings you directly 
to the record in question. (Not 
EIS QA checks)

• View XML conversion report
tells you the number of 
records converted for each 
XML data component.

• Import Staging Tables allows 
you to import staging tables 
from another Bridge Tool file 
into your current file.



Bridge Tool Staging Tables
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On the left side of the Bridge Tool are the 
staging tables which represent each component 
of the Facility and Point Inventory. (See staging 
requirement spreadsheets)

If you open the Facility Site table a template 
opens which includes all of the required and 
optional fields in the Facility Site component.



Export to CERS XML
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After your staging 
tables are complete, 
convert your files into 
XML format for 
submission to EIS.  
Select Export to CERS 
XML.



File Location
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The File Location is 
where your XML 
file will be saved.  
This defaults to the 
directory that you 
have saved your 
Bridge Tool in.  You 
can change this if 
you would want to 
save it elsewhere.



Information to Provide for Export
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Data Category – This is a drop down with a selection 
for Facility and Point.  
Emission Year – The inventory year for the data 
being submitted

Submission Type – This is a drop down with a 
selection for QA and Production
User Identifier – Your login, usually your email 
address
Author Name – Your name

Organization Name – Your agency
Program System Code – This is a code which has 
been established in EIS and represents your agency.
EPA Dataset – For EPA use only

Keywords – Optional
Submission Comments – Optional



79

While the export is being done, the 
Bridge Tool does some very basic QA 
for duplicates or referential integrity 
(e.g. a Process record in the 
Emissions Process table but no 
corresponding Emissions Unit.)

If there is a problem, the Bridge Tool 
will produce a QA Report which 
identifies where the issues are that 
are preventing the file from 
completing the conversion.

Select View QA Report

QA Report before Export



QA report
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This particular QA report says 
that there is a duplicate record.  
Select the EDIT link.



Getting a Finished QA Report
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When you have 
finally see all green 
lights here, find 
your XML file in 
your directory and 
ZIP up the file.  



Getting to the Submission Site
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From a browser 
window, go to 
https://enservices.
epa.gov/login.aspx

Enter the email 
address you 
registered in EIS 
and password

https://enservices.epa.gov/login.aspx
https://enservices.epa.gov/login.aspx


EIS Submit
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If available, click on 
“CERS_v2 submit” in 
My Quick Links

Otherwise, click on My 
Services Center Tab



EIS Submit

• On the Send Info 
tab: if you don’t 
see a link to 
NGNProd2.0/CERS
_v2/default in the 
Service Name list, 
then 

• Type in “EIS 
Submit” in Find a 
Service Box and 
click on Find 
button
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Send your zipped up XML file

• Click on “Choose 
File” and select the 
zipped up xml file

• Then, click “Send 
Data”

• No need to add 
metadata or fill in 
email addresses.
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Confirmation Page

• Click on “View the 
Status of this request 
in My Activity
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See email from noreply@epa.gov
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• After webpage 
confirmation, 
wait for email 
from 
noreply@epa.
gov subject: 
“EIS … 
submission 
notification”



View EIS Feedback Report

• Either click link in 
email if 
“COMPLETED” or 

• Log in to EIS
• Reports 
• Feedback Reports

• Download your 
report and view in 
Excel (ignore 
warning about file 
format and 
extension not 
matching)
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The Submittal Feedback Report

• Feedback Report can be opened in Excel – Please look at all tabs
• Summary, Statistics, System Errors, Critical Errors, Protected Errors, Warnings

• Are the number of facilities same as you thought?
• Compare the Added and Updates counts in Statistics tab versus your staging tables

• Be wary of too many adds – you are mostly updating existing EIS facilities
• All critical errors should be addressed prior to your Point submission 

• If release point coordinates are correct but result in Critical Error 595 (outside of tolerance of 
locked facility coordinates), please contact Ryan.Ron@epa.gov to assist.

• Check and resolve any potential duplicates
Best Practice: Review and optionally correct warning messages 
Can’t report emissions if shutdown status during inventory year

89

mailto:Ryan.Ron@epa.gov


Feedback Report Statistics 

Component Added Updated
Facility Site                                         1                        32
Facility Identification                        1                        32
Alternative Facility Name                0                          0
Emissions Unit                                 72                   2106
Control Approach                              0                          0
Alternative Unit ID                          72                   2106
Emissions Process                         115                   3576
Release Point                               2605                     983
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Potential Duplicate Facilities Gateway Page
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Duplicate Pairs Display
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Support Request Page
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Questions About Point Inventory Submission 
Process



4. Quality Assurance and Best Practices

EIS has several hundred QA checks that will be run for each of your 
submissions.  The following are some best practices so you may avoid 
getting critical errors and unintended incomplete submissions.
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Best Practices Operating Status Information
• Operating Status and Operating Status Year are not related to the equipment start year of operations, unless 

the equipment is starting up for the very first time.  E.g.:
• A unit is installed and operates starting in 2021, then the Operating Status is “Operating” and the Operating Status Year is 

2021.  
• The unit temporarily shuts down in 2022, then its Operating Status becomes “Temporarily Shutdown”, and the Operating 

Status Year is now 2022.
• The unit starts to work again in 2023, so now the Operating Status changes back to “Operating” and Operating Status year is 

now 2023.
• Only mark a component as “Permanently shutdown” if it will never operate again.
• You do not need to change Operating Status and Status Year every year unless the status actually changed.
• If Operating Status is “Operating” then Operating Status Year is optional.
• Operating Status Year is required for “Permanently Shutdown” and “Temporarily Shutdown” Operating Status 

Codes
• Facility ONRE ONP
• If a Facility/Unit/Process/ReleasePoint shuts down in June 2022, then the Operating Status Year … is 2023, 

which means:
• “As of January 1, 2023, it was shutdown. 
• It did not operate at all in 2023, but it did operate during 2022 (just not the entire year) . 
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Best Practices Processes

• You may use LB, TON or metric UOMs to submit emissions
• EIS reports show HAPs in LB and CAPs in TON

• Ensure that the operating status year matches/is consistent with the unit 
operating status year (a process can’t be operating if the unit is 
shutdown except for landfills, e.g.)

• Throughput material for an SCC should be either an input to the process 
or an output of the production process (e.g. fuel as input, cans produced 
as output), material should not be an emitted pollutant, as that should 
be reported as emissions of that pollutant.  

• E.g. if ammonia is a substance used as an input to a chemical process, or as a 
product of the process, then it is reported as a throughput material.  If ammonia 
are the emissions, those should be reported as emissions.
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Best Practices Process SCCs

• Ensure that the throughput material and UOMs you report with a 
process match that process’ SCC description to the degree possible.  
E.g.:

• Do not report Diesel for a SCC that calls for Natural Gas in the description.  
• Do not report Gallons of Coal, only Tons or BTUs of Coal
• 30190023 (Industrial Processes Chemical Manufacturing Fuel Fired 

Equipment Flare: Natural Gas) – was used to report throughput Natural Gas, 
Process Gas, and Ammonia, but for Natural Gas and Ammonia, could have 
used:  

• 30199998 (Industrial Processes Chemical Manufacturing Other Not Classified Other 
Not Elsewhere Classified) or 

• 30190099 (Industrial Processes Chemical Manufacturing Fuel Fired Equipment Other 
Not Elsewhere Classified) or 

• In process fuel use 301999998
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More on SCCs

• 301999998 Industrial Processes Chemical Manufacturing Other Not Classified
Other Not Elsewhere Classified was used to report several materials including 
Bituminous Coal, and Process Gas, but for those fuels, should use:

• 39000289 Industrial Processes In-process Fuel Use Bituminous Coal General (Bituminous)
Industrial Processes - NEC and 

• 39000797 Industrial Processes In-process Fuel Use Process Gas General Industrial Processes -
NEC

• SCC code for process must still be valid and active (look for a “map-to” 
code to find a new code in the SCC search tool which matches the SCCs in 
EIS). 

• Is there an SCC you think should exist but doesn’t?  Ask us:  
Godfrey.Janice@epa.gov
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Best Practices Identifiers

• Avoid repeating identifiers.  These must be unique.
• Do not re-label Agency component IDs unless you are also updating EIS 

with this information, to avoid creating duplicate components. Do not 
add a process unless it is indeed a new process. 

• E.g.:
• Unit 101 is relabeled as Unit 1-01.  EIS does not substitute the Agency ID with 1-

01, instead, it creates a new unit called “1-01”.  Unit 101 continues to exist in the 
facility inventory in EIS for that facility.
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To change Agency IDs
In the EIS Gateway:  
1. Find the emissions process that you want to change the ID
2. Open the “Alternate Process Identifies” tab
3. Click on the “Add Alternate Identifiers” button
4. Add the new alternate identifier & PSC and save
5. If there is an identifier for the PSC you will get a warning message saying the old one will be closed.

In XML submission:
In the XML when reporting a process, you always have to provide a ProcessIdentification Component.  In 
this case you will provide 2:
a. The EIS ID (which cannot change)
b. The new alternate ID and PSC that you want the process to be identified by
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Best Practices Facility Inventory Submission
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• Update your Facility inventory prior to submitting your Emissions 
(point) inventory 

• Submit Facility Inventory QA, check your feedback report and address any 
EIS critical errors, then re-submit until you get a clear feedback report.  Only 
then should you do your Point (Emissions QA and Inventory) submission.

• This ensures that:
• New units, processes, release points, control devices are in EIS before you attempt to 

submit any emissions data associated with them, or your submission will fail, and EIS 
will not update.



Facility Identifiers 1
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• Agency Facility IDs must be unique within a county
• Facility names should be unique (see warnings in feedback report)

• Avoid just company name, especially for companies with multiple facilities

SLT 
Facility ID Facility name Company Name

Location 
City

0005 Alacarta Power Company Alacarta Power Company Wilsonville
0018 Alacarta Power Company Alacarta Power Company Smithtown
0002 Alacarta Power Company Alacarta Power Company Densgad
0001 Alacarta Power Company Alacarta Power Company Knifeland
8073 Alacarta Power Company Alacarta Power Company Alvin



Facility Identifiers 2
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• Agency Facility IDs must be unique within a county
• Facility names should be unique (see warnings in feedback report)

• Avoid just company name, especially for companies with multiple facilities

SLT 
Facility ID Facility name Company Name Location City
0005 Alacarta Power Company - Cogsworth Plant Alacarta Power CompWilsonville
0018 Alacarta Power Company - G. Smith Plant Alacarta Power CompSmithtown
0002 Alacarta Power Company -Densgad Generating Station Alacarta Power CompDensgad
0001 Alacarta Power Company - Orange County Alacarta Power CompKnifeland
8073 Alacarta Power Company - Alvin Cogeneration Alacarta Power CompAlvin



Additional Best Practices

• Keep pollutants together in same process, where possible
• Each Process should have a different SCC, where possible
• Emissions Unit should be specific to individual “equipment” where 

possible
• Avoid mismatching emissions unit type with process SCCs

• Boiler Emission Unit with engine SCCs and tank SCCs under it.
• If the SCC is representative for the process and it doesn’t “make sense” for the associated 

emission unit type, assign the process to a new or different emissions unit.
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Release Point Apportionment can be tricky

• Staging requirements for AveragePercentEmissions
• Data Type = Decimal (5,2) 
• That means “xxx.x” so smallest increment is tenths of a percent

• QA Check 106 - Average Percent Emissions Range
• Must be greater than or equal to 1.0, and less than or equal to 100.0.

• QA Check 108 - Complete Release Point Apportionment
• If the release point apportionment is reported, the total percent emissions 

apportionment reported from a single process must equal 100%. 
• Example, if process emissions are equally apportioned to three release points, 

can’t just round each to a tenth of a percent.
 A = 33.3%     B =33.3%      C=33.3% (doesn’t pass QA Check 108, sums to 99.9% <> 100%)
 A = 33.334% B =33.333% C=33.333% (doesn’t meet DataType requirements)
 A = 33.4%     B = 33.3%     C=33.3% 
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Use Unit Types as a guide for Emissions Units 
and Processes used 
• Don’t put all those diverse equipment under a single Emissions Unit 

with 6 processes and 6 diverse SCCs
• Unit ID = A
• Unit Desciption = Building A
• Unit Type = Boiler
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Best Practices Emissions Inventory Submission
• Emissions may only be reported for an existing process.  Any new process and all associated data must 

be sent via the facility inventory submission first, or added via the Gateway.
• Operating Status Years must be consistent for related sub-facility components.  If the unit is 

permanently shut down and the operating status year is equal to or prior to the year you are 
submitting emissions for, then you cannot submit emissions to it.  E.g. if the operating status year is 
2011 and the unit marked “PS” then you cannot submit 2011 emissions to it.

• Existing process cannot have a LastEmissionsYear less than the inventory year, e.g. cannot send 2011 
emissions to a process that has a process end year of 2010. 

• Emissions should not be sent to a process that is PS or TS. Emission Unit and Facility must have 
“Operating Status”=Operating (not Temporarily or Permanently Shutdown with “Operating Status 
Year” = inventory year). 

• All pollutants for a given process must be reported together.  Different facilities or different processes 
for a single facility should not be sent in separate submittals as each submittal overwrites the last one. 
E.g. if your first submission for a process was only CAPs and you and you want to send HAPs later, your 
second submission must include the previously submitted CAPs and the new HAPs.  Submitting only 
the HAPs in a subsequent submission will overwrite your previous CAP submission.
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Best Practices - Process Emissions & Control Devices
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Report actual emissions after any controls 
• a.k.a controlled emissions.  
• Do not report mass of emissions prior to emissions controls (uncontrolled emissions either 

prior to capture or routed to control devices)
• The NEI intends to reflect actual emissions for a specific year, so your emissions should 

account for the impact of any controls  on the unit or process.  Since you are required to 
report controls if they exist, we can always use the information on the controls to generate 
uncontrolled emissions if we need them.  



Data Tagging

• Data is in EIS but it is not used in a selection

• Why do we tag data?

• Might find incorrect data upon QA

• Example – data reporter mistakenly duplicated a process at a facility or reported 
emissions for a process that shut down

• Error in specific pollutant  that should not have been reported

• Business rules for HAP aug (remove potential outliers)

• Want to use value from lower dataset in the hierarchy
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Other Things to Know

• Your emissions will not be adjusted or changed by EPA.  If we see any outlier or 
problem, we will contact you to change your data.  If the data is not changed, it may 
not be selected in the creation of the NEI.  E.g., for the 2008 NEI EPA developed a 
dataset called overwrite which was selected ahead of SLT data.    The SLT data still 
resides in the EIS but the EPA overwrite dataset value was used ahead of the SLT data 
for the NEI.

• EIS can support emissions values from multiple sources.  This allows you to not only 
see your submitted value, but also the TRI, PM Aug, or other values EPA may have 
submitted for the process.

• You may report in units of measure listed in the code table – which includes LB, TON 
and several metric units. EIS will convert the values to tons and pounds for reporting 
purposes.  EIS will always display the unit of measure “as reported” under the 
individual process on the Gateway.  Modeling files (the ones that are fed to SMOKE 
for use in eventual AQ modeling) use only tons.
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4. Additional Resources
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Web Resources
• National Emissions Inventory Trainings
• Accessing the Emissions Inventory System
• 2023 National Emissions Inventory Plan 
• Emission Factor Search in WebFIRE and WebFIRE Webservices
• Source Classification Code Search and SCC Update Webservices
• Questions about the NEI and EIS submissions can be sent to: 

NEI_help@epa.gov
• Point Sources Contact: Ron Ryan (ryan.ron@epa.gov)
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You Did It!  Congratulations.
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Questions about the Training
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