
    
  

        
     

Resources and Next Steps for 2023 CSB Grant Selectees 
March 20, 2024 @ 2 PM ET 

Office of Transportation and Air Quality 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



         
       

             
          

          

           
            

              
                 
              

           

             

         

 Zoom Webinar Logistics 

• 

• 

• This presentation is being recorded. The slides and recording will be posted to 
epa.gov/cleanschoolbus as soon as they are processed for posting. 

• All attendees are in listen-only mode. Audio is available through your computer speakers or by 
phone. The presenter will ask you to come off mute if applicable. 

Live transcription: Live captioning is available by clicking the “Live Transcript” icon. 

Live interpretation: Live Spanish interpretation is available by clicking the “Interpretation” icon and 
selecting Spanish. Click “Mute Original Audio” to mute English audio when listening in Spanish. 

• Questions: Use the Q&A feature to ask questions during the presentation. We will address as many 
as possible after the presentation. If we are unable to answer your question at this time, we will list 
all questions and answers in the Q&A document available on our website. You can also submit 
written questions to the EPA Clean School Bus Program helpline at cleanschoolbus@epa.gov. 

Chat: Chat is disabled, but the presenters might share links through the chat feature. 

Reactions: Reactions are enabled for you to interact with the presenter. 

• 

• 

http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
https://epa.gov/cleanschoolbus


               
   

                   
            

               

              
                  

   

            
                 

               
                   

   

                  

          

    Logística de seminarios web en Zoom 

• Esta presentación es grabada. Las diapositivas y la grabación se publicarán en epa.gov/cleanschoolbus tan pronto sean 
procesadas para su publicación. 

• 

• 

Todos los asistentes se encuentran solo en modo escucha. Hay audio disponible a través de los altoparlantes de su 
computadora o por teléfono. El presentador le pedirá que quite el silencio si corresponde. 

Transcripción en vivo: Hay subtítulos disponibles haciendo clic en el icono “Live Transcript” [Transcripción en vivo]. 

clic en el icono “Interpreting” [Interpretación] 
y seleccionando el español. Haga clic en “Mute Original Audio”[Silenciar audio original] para silenciar el audio en inglés al 
escuchar en español. 

Preguntas: Use la función Q&A [preguntas y respuestas] para hacer preguntas durante la presentación. Abordaremos 
todas las que sea posible después de la presentación. Si no podemos contestar su pregunta en este momento, 
anotaremos todas las preguntas y respuestas en el documento Q&A correspondiente disponible en nuestro sitio web. 
Puede también enviar preguntas por escrito a la línea directa de ayuda del Programa de Autobuses Escolares Limpios de 
la EPA en cleanschoolbus@epa.gov. 

Chat: Se encuentra inhabilitado el chat, pero los presentadores podrían compartir enlaces a través de la función de chat. 

Reacciones: Las reacciones están habilitadas para que usted interactúe con el presentador. 

• 

• Interpretación en vivo: Hay interpretación en español disponible haciendo 

• 

• 

http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
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Transcripción simultánea / Interpretación simultánea 



      
       
     
        

        
     

     

Congratulations! 

Congratulations on being selected for a 2023 
Clean School Bus Grant award. Because of 
your dedication to the transition toward 

cleaner school bus fleets, over 2,700 buses in 
270 school districts across the nation will be 
replaced with cleaner, healthier buses under 

the 2023 CSB Grant program. Thank you! 
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The EPA will award $965 million under the 2023 Clean School 
Bus Grants. Awards will be made to applicants in two sub-
programs: the School District Sub-Program and the Third-
Party Sub-Program. 

Key Program 
Elements and 
Requirements 

Grantees in the School District Sub-Program are required to 
replace a minimum of 15 school buses and no more than 50 
school buses. Grantees in the Third-Party Sub Program are 
required to serve at least 4 school district beneficiaries and 
replace a minimum of 25 buses and no more than 100 buses. 

Eligible activities include the replacement of existing 
internal-combustion engine (ICE) school buses with electric, 
propane, or compressed natural gas (CNG) school buses, as 
well as the purchase and installation of electric vehicle 
supply equipment (EVSE) infrastructure. 

The Clean School Bus Program is a vehicle replacement 
program. Grantees will be required to scrap, sell, or donate 
(depending on the vehicle model year) existing buses that 
are being replaced. 



    
  

    

        
              
  

           
     

               
               

               
             

              
              

        

            

Eligible Expenses - New 
Replacement School Buses* 

All replacement school buses must: 

• Have a battery electric, CNG, or propane drivetrain. 
• Be a new EPA or California Air Resources Board (CARB) certified vehicle model year 2021 

or newer. 
• Have a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) of 10,001 lbs or more. 
• Be purchased, not leased or leased-to-own. 
• Serve the school district listed on the application for at least 5 years from date of delivery, 

• unless the award is to an eligible contractor and the contract with the school district 
ends before the end of the 5-year period, in which case those school buses may be 
operated as part of another school district eligible for the same or higher priority 
consideration. 

• Not be purchased or otherwise subsidized with other federal grant funds . The total of 
funds from the CSB grant and other eligible external funds allocated for the bus 
replacements cannot exceed the cost of the new buses. 

* Refer to Section III.D.2.a of the 2023 CSB NOFO for specific eligibility information. 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/2023-csb-grant-nofo-4-20-23.pdf


  

          
      

         
           

 
         
        

   
  

         
   

         
        

 
         

  
           

        
 

            

  
   

      

  
    

   
     

   
   

   
   

    
      

   
     

     
  

Eligible Expenses - Infrastructure* 

If grantees are purchasing electric school buses, they may also receive 
funding for eligible charging infrastructure and installations. 
• Eligible infrastructure costs are limited to installations and upgrades

between the electrical meter and the charging port, including (but not
limited to):
• charging equipment (such as alternating current (AC) Level 2

charging equipment, direct-current (DC) fast charging equipment, or
vehicle-to-grid (V2G) enabled equipment);

• design and engineering;
• installation costs such as trenching, wiring and electrical upgrades,

labor, and permitting; and
• related intelligent equipment and software designed to monitor bus

and infrastructure performance (such as telematics or charge
management software).

• Build America, Buy America requirements apply to eligible vehicle
charging infrastructure equipment.

• EPA funds cannot be used for any infrastructure costs associated with
work on the utility’s side of the electrical meter.

* Refer to Section III.D.2.b of the 2023 CSB NOFO for specific eligibility
information.

All electricians installing, 
operating, or maintaining EVSE 
must meet one of the following 
requirements: (i) Certification 
from the Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure Training Program 
(EVITP), OR (ii) Graduation or a 
continuing education certificate 
from a registered 
apprenticeship program for 
electricians that includes 
charger-specific training and is 
developed as a part of a 
national guideline standard 
approved by the Department of 
Labor in consultation with the 
Department of Transportation.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/2023-csb-grant-nofo-4-20-23.pdf
https://evitp.org/
https://evitp.org/


  

  
  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

  
 

Infrastructure Funding Restrictions 

Renewable On-site 
Power Generation 

Systems Electric 
Meter 

Charging Stations 

Behind-the-Meter (BTM) Front-of-the-Meter (FTM) 

Utility 
Distribution 

Network 

Transformer 

Electric Panel 

Electric Bus 

Eligible Expenses Non-Eligible Expenses 

Battery Energy 
Storage Systems 



           
   

        
         

         
      

        
     

         
        

         
         

          
        

   

  
 

 

 
 

NEPA (National 
Environmental 
Policy Act) 
Requirements 

Installation of 
Electric Vehicle 

Clean School Bus Grants awarded by EPA are subject to the 
requirements of NEPA. 

Installation of EV Charging Infrastructure and any other 
construction to be funded by EPA may trigger NEPA 
requirements. Most other activities funded by the CSB grant 
are not expected to trigger NEPA review. 

EPA has adopted a Department of Energy Categorical 
Exclusion (CATEX) for EV Charging Equipment. Project 
Officers will provide information to Selectees to assist them 
in gathering information needed to complete a CATEX 
Checklist. Project Officers and EPA staff will review the 
checklist to determine whether a project is eligible for a 
CATEX. 

Supply For projects eligible for CATEX , the NEPA review will conclude 
with a CATEX determination. However, some projects may Equipment (EVSE) require further NEPA review. 



 

         
       
         

           
         

          
        

        
   

         
            

          
       

         
          

Once awards are finalized, grantees will be required to 
provide workplan information, budget details, and project 
updates to their Regional Project Officer at regular intervals. 
We will post a 2023 CSB Grants Reporting Template to our 
website for grantees to use for reporting this information. 

Reporting 
Any revisions to the workplan or budget must receive prior 
written approval from the Regional Project Officer. Contact Requirements 
your Regional Project Officer in a timely manner to 
communicate these changes. 

Grantees will need to submit an Eligibility and Scrappage 
Form for each bus replaced by the end of the project period. 
For more info, please refer to the Sample Template located 
here on the EPA Clean School Bus Website. 

Grantees must submit a detailed final report to their Regional 
Project Officer within 120 days of the completion of the 
project. 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-11/fy23-csb-sample-elig-srap-stmt-2023-11.docx


 

  

  
    

 
     

 

    
   

 
   

 

    
           

Reporting Requirements Timeline 

Deliverable Deadline/Due Date Submission Document

Workplan + Financial 
Summary

1 Month after official award Reporting Template

Semi-Annual Project Reports
30 Days after end of reporting 

period*
Reporting Template

Eligibility and Scrappage Form End of project period**
Eligibility and Scrappage 

Template

Final Project Report
120 Days after project 

completion
Reporting Template

*Reporting periods are 6 months each
** The project period is 24 months, and may be extended up to 36 months where justified



 
- - - -

-
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean school bus program 

grants#grant documents 

https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants


  
 

 
 

     
   

2023 CSB 
Grants 

Reporting 
Template 
Preview 

*This template will be posted to https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-
school-bus-program-grants#grant-documents when available 

https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants


   

      

      
   
  

    
      

      
    

        

What to Include in Reports 

• Progress made on bus and infrastructure procurement, purchase, and 
deployment 
• Note any roadblocks or barriers to original project timeline, including 

any communication delays with bus or infrastructure manufacturers 
pre- or post-deployment 

• If applicable, status of utility upgrades 
• Specific new bus and infrastructure information, as it becomes available 
• Progress made on other project commitments, such as workforce 

development, sustainability, community engagement, and efforts to 
make the project resistant to the effects of climate change 



 Resources for 
Grantees 



  

   
     

     

 

Next Steps Roadmap 

A high-level overview of next 
steps for 2023 CSB Grantees 
can be found at https://
www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/
clean-school-bus-program-
grants#grant-documents 

https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants


    

    

CSB Program Technical Assistance and Resources 

All links can be found on: epa.gov/cleanschoolbus 

http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus


    

        
         

          
      

 

 

  
 

  
 

  
  

 
  

 

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 

Joint Office of Energy and Transportation 

NREL and the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation (Joint Office) 
are partnering with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to offer 
FREE clean school bus technical assistance to school districts receiving 
funds. The Joint Office can help grantees with: 

CleanSchoolBusTA@nrel.gov 

driveelectric.gov/contact 

Clean School Bus 
Technical Assistance 

Coordinating with 
electric utilities 

Identifying 
available funding 

and incentives 

Analyzing charging 
infrastructure 

needs 

Conducting route 
analysis and 

planning 

Conducting 
training and 
workforce 

development 

Opportunities for 
resiliency (V2X) 

Analyzing energy 
needs and grid 

impact 

Identifying solar 
and battery 

storage 
opportunities 

mailto:CleanSchoolBusTA@nrel.gov
https://driveelectric.gov/contact


 
  

         
     

            

Finding an EVITP Certified Electrician 
1. Go to https://evitp.org/ 
2. Click “Find a Contractor” in the menu at the top 
3. Choose your state from the map 
4. View a list of contractors in your state that employ EVITP Certified electricians 

https://evitp.org/


  

   
     

    

       
     

     

EPA Grants Management Training 

The EPA offers grants management resources 
and trainings for grant recipients. These 
trainings can be found at 
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-
management-training-applicants-and-
recipients. 

– Modules 4, 5, and 6 cover accepting 
awards and drawing down funds, 
managing grants, and closing out 
grants 

https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients


    

           

       
         

           
     

          
     
       

    
   

EPA EJ Thriving Communities Technical 
Assistance Centers 

EPA has selected 16 Environmental Justice Thriving Communities 
Technical Assistance Centers (EJ TCTACs) in partnership with the 
Dept. of Energy that will receive $177 million to help underserved 
and overburdened communities across the country. 

School districts are eligible to receive TCTAC support, which can 
provide training and other assistance to: 
• build capacity for navigating federal grant application systems,
• Develop strong grant proposals, and
• effectively manage grant funding

To locate your TCTAC and receive support managing your grant, go to: 
www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-technical-assistance-centers 

http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-technical-assistance-centers


   

       
       
      

       
     

        
      

     
      

       
    

      

     
   

    

Clean Bus Planning Awards 

The Joint Office of Energy and Transportation 
(JOET) has announced the Clean Bus Planning 
Awards (CBPA) program! Fleets eligible for EPA 
Clean School Bus funding, with some exceptions, 
can apply now for CBPA assistance. 

• This new program will reduce the burden of 
electrification by helping you create step-by-step 
plans to successfully transition your fleets. 

• This program also offers optional fleet 
deployment assistance from NREL that fills the 
gap between planning and implementation. 

• Applications are open on a rolling basis. 

To apply, complete the CBPA 
application on Microsoft Forms, 
found of JOET’s website: 
driveelectric.gov/clean-bus-
planning-awards 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fp3yoM0oVE-EQniFrufAgHUUk1YRqvVEqHnIOjnQ4qxURE1YNVEyRUtBTE9TMjA4NlQ1U1BYNFhSQy4u&wdLOR=c5054DC59-AD56-4EB3-8020-A3CB1360BE62
https://driveelectric.gov/clean-bus-planning-awards
https://driveelectric.gov/clean-bus-planning-awards


 

      
       

      

 

Question & Answer Session 

Upvote and comment on questions similar to your own. 
Type your full thought so we can follow-up with an answer. 

Speak slowly and clearly for the captioner/interpreter. 

cleanschoolbus@epa.gov epa.gov/cleanschoolbus 

mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus


 

   
 

    
        

     
     

    

     
      

     
        

      
    

  

   
     

  

 

  

    

     
     

      
   

 
     

   
 

      
          

  

Summary 

Project Requirements and Resources Questions? Next Steps 
•All project requirements and eligible 

expenses can be found in the 2023 CSB 
NOFO 

•Updates to projects should be 
communicated to your EPA Project Officer 
in a timely manner 

•Project updates are shared with EPA 
Project Officers on a semi-annual basis 
using the Reporting Template on the CSB 
website; first report is due by July 30, 2024 

•A detailed final report will be due at the 
end of the project period 

•CSB Technical Assistance 

•Email the Joint Office 
•2023 CSB Grants Next Steps 

Roadmap 
•EPA BABA Webpage 

•EVITP Website 

•EPA EJ TCTACs 

•EPA Grants Management Training 

•Contact your EPA Project Officer 
with any questions related to your 
project. 

o Unsure of who your EPA Project 
Officer is? Email 
cleanschoolbus@epa.gov and 
we will put you in touch. 

o For technical assistance, email 
cleanschoolbusTA@nrel.gov. 

Stay in Touch 
• View program details and resources at epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants 
• Don’t miss any updates! To sign up for the listserv, please visit epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. 

https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-technical-assistance
mailto:cleanschoolbusta@nrel.gov
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P101964C.pdf
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P101964C.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/build-america-buy-america-baba
https://evitp.org/
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-technical-assistance-centers
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients
mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
mailto:cleanschoolbusTA@nrel.gov
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants
http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus


cleanschoolbus@epa.gov 
epa.gov/cleanschoolbus 

mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus



