
Super Emitter Program
Informational Webinar

June 25, 2024
1 pm – 4pm (ET)

Livestream link: https://youtube.com/live/zswE9M_dsAc?feature=share

THANK YOU FOR J OINING.

THE WEBINAR WILL  BEGIN S HORTLY.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Flive%2FzswE9M_dsAc%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C02%7CShappley.Ned%40epa.gov%7Ca43f8752d80a48c7a8c008dc9163cb95%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638545105024597516%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tozVTQ8jBc%2FiaJsa310LBvqwrP%2BqVm1lOyLCkVxgFdw%3D&reserved=0


Zoom Guidelines & Etiquette

• Language Services
• Participants seeking language support will need to

select a language channel to listen to language
providers.

• Note: You may have to click the “More” button,
then click  on the “Interpretation” icon.

Down in the bottom right of your Zoom 
controls, please click on Interpretation.

When prompted to select 
your language, under 
“Listen In” select either 
the English or Spanish 
channel

Instrucciones de la 
computadora

En los controles de la reunión 
o el seminario web, haga clic

en Interpretación 

Haga clic en español



Zoom Guidelines & Etiquette

• General Information for Zoom Participants
• Questions can be submitted (at any time during the webinar) via Zoom’s 

“Q&A” feature.
• To submit a question, click on the “Q&A” icon. Select the “Ask a Question” button and 

type in your question(s) in the pop-up text box window. When done, click submit. 
• Please ensure that your Zoom screen name displays your full name and 

affiliation, if any.
• To rename yourself, click on the “Participants” button, located on your Zoom taskbar. 

Next, hover your mouse over your name in the Zoom “Participants” list. Click the 
“Rename” button. Enter the name you’d like to appear in the Zoom meeting and then 
click “OK.” 

  



Zoom Guidelines & Etiquette

• Today’s webinar will be recorded and closed-captioning/live 
transcription has been enabled.

• Zoom Etiquette and Technical Issues Responses 
• Please turn off your video and microphone.
• If you experience video or sound issues, try disconnecting and rejoining

 

 

 



Zoom Guidelines & Etiquette

• The US Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) is committed to 
facilitating productive dialogue and an environment of mutual respect 
and safety. The Agency will not tolerate harassment, discrimination, 
intimidation, inappropriate language and images, or sustained 
disruption of the webinar.

• EPA expects all participants, including panelists, registered speakers, 
and presenters, to conduct themselves in a respectful, professional, and 
civil manner. US EPA will monitor and moderate this virtual event to 
ensure that common standards of decency are upheld.

 



Informational Presentation



EPA’s Super Emitter Program in the Oil and Natural Gas 
Sector

New Source Performance Standards: Subparts OOOO, 
OOOOa, OOOOb

&
Emission Guidelines: OOOOc

Licensed images



Crude Oil and Natural Gas Operations:
Where EPA’s NSPS Rules Apply

Production & Processing
EPA’s methane proposal 
covers equipment & 
processes at:  
1. Onshore well sites 
2. Storage tank batteries
3. Gathering & boosting 

compressor stations 
4. Natural gas processing 

plants

Natural Gas 
Transmission & Storage
EPA’s methane proposal covers 
equipment & processes at:
5. Compressor stations
6. Storage tank batteries

 

Distribution
(not covered by EPA rules)
7. Distribution mains/services
8. City gate
9. Regulators and meters for customers

Figure adapted from American Gas Association and EPA’s Natural Gas STAR Program

1 2

3
Crude Oil to Petroleum Refineries
(covered by separate EPA rules)
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The Super Emitter 
Program: 

Background
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Leverages 3rd party expertise to find large leaks and releases of 100 kg/hr 
of methane, known as “super emitters”

EPA will provide a strong oversight role and ensure the program operates 
with a high degree of integrity, transparency, and accountability

Only EPA-approved remote-sensing technologies may be used.

EPA will make super emitter data publicly available on a timely basis



The Super Emitter
Program:

Technology 
Approvals
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Technology Application 
submitted to the EPA

3rd Party Submitter application 
Materials submitted to the EPA 

Materials Needed for the Technology 
Approval

Description of Technology
How is the retrieval run from raw data to 

quantification

Formal Alternative Test Method
Method Protocol: How is technology 

applied in the field

Supporting Documentation

Executive Summary 

Internal EPA review 

Certified Third Parties



The Super Emitter 
Program:

Technology 
Approvals and 

Third-Party 
Approvals
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• Technology approvals must be submitted through an electronic 
application portal
https://www.methane.app.cloud.gov 

• Plain language document describing the technology application 
process: 
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-05/gd-56-
alternative-test-methods-in-the-advanced-methane-detection-
program.pdf

• EPA Webinar EPA conducted in April 2024
• https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-

04/methane-technology-webinar_v2.pdf
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7evxSFhhhQ

• Technology providers that also want to participate as third parties 
should inform EPA during the technology application.

Technology Application submitted to the EPA

https://www.methane.app.cloud.gov/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-05/gd-56-alternative-test-methods-in-the-advanced-methane-detection-program.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7evxSFhhhQ
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/methane-technology-webinar_v2.pdf


The Super Emitter 
Program:

Third-Party 
Approvals
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https://methane.app.cloud.gov/

https://methane.app.cloud.gov/


The Super Emitter 
Program:

Technology 
Approvals and 

Third-Party 
Approvals
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Technology Application 
submitted to the EPA

3rd Party Submitter application 
Materials submitted to the EPA 

Critical Materials Needed for the 3rd Party 
Submitter Certification

A Quality Management Plan

How the third party is structured to ensure 
quality data is provided

Standard Operating Procedures

How the third party evaluates data 

Description of system and identification of 
approved technology 

CV of the Certifying Official

Internal EPA review 

Certified Third Parties



The Super Emitter 
Program:

Technology 
Approvals and 

Third-Party 
Approvals
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3rd Party Submitter application Materials submitted to 
the EPA 

• Quality Management Plan consistent with EPA's Quality 
Management Plan Standard (Directive No: CIO 2015-S-01.0, January 
17, 2023) for Non-EPA organizations
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-
01/quality_management_plan_standard.pdf

• Standard Operating Procedures:  data review processes and records 
management

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-06/documents/g6-
final.pdf

• General identification information for the candidate third-party 
notifier requesting certification as a third-party notifier

• Description of technologies used
• Reference to the technology approval.
• Contracting agreements/MOU with the technology provider

• Curriculum vitae of the certifying official(s) 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-01/quality_management_plan_standard.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-06/documents/g6-final.pdf


The Super Emitter 
Program:

Technology 
Approvals and 

Third-Party 
Approvals
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3rd Party Submitter application Materials submitted to the EPA 

• Requirements for third parties are found in § 60.5371b(b) of NSPS OOOOb

Required Element Third Party 

Technology 
Provider and Third 

Party

General Identification

Description of the technologies used, 
reference to the approval, and agreement(s)

Quality Management Plan 

Data Review SOP

Data Management SOP

-

-



The Super Emitter 
Program:

EPA Review
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EPA Review 

Measurement Technology Review

Third Party Certification Submission  

Confidential Business Information 

Third Party Certification Review

Technology Application 
submitted to the EPA

3rd Party Submitter application 
Materials submitted to the EPA 

Internal EPA review 

Certified Third Parties



The Super Emitter 
Program:

Technology 
Approvals and 

Third-Party 
Approvals
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• A request to be certified as a third-party must be submitted to: U.S. 
EPA, Attn: Leader, Measurement Technology Group, Mail Drop: 
E143-02, 109 T.W. Alexander Drive, P.O. Box 12055, RTP, NC 27711. 
Alternatively request maybe submitted  as a pdf via email to:
Johnson.steffan@epa.gov 

• Submit the portion of the information claimed as CBI to the OAQPS 
CBI office. Electronic submissions must be transmitted directly to 
the OAQPS CBI Office at the email address oaqpscbi@epa.gov and 
should include clear CBI markings and be flagged to the attention of 
the Leader, Measurement Technology Group

• Review Timeline
• Combined technology review/third party certification will be 

performed at the same time (no more 270 days)
• Third party certification only (approximately 60 days)

• https://www.epa.gov/emc/third-party-certifications 

Internal EPA review 

mailto:oaqpscbi@epa.gov
johnson.steffan@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/emc/third-party-certifications


The Super Emitter 
Program:

Technology 
Approvals and 

Third-Party 
Approvals
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Approved Third Parties

Notifier ID

Submitting Information 

Recordkeeping 

Revocation Process

Technology Application 
submitted to the EPA

3rd Party Submitter application 
Materials submitted to the EPA 

Internal EPA review 

Certified Third Parties



The Super Emitter 
Program:

Technology 
Approvals and 

Third-Party 
Approvals
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Certified Third Parties

• Certified third party are provided with a unique Notifier ID and  
access and ability to report into the Super Emitter Portal 

• Third Party may submit information to the Super Emitter Portal as 
soon as 15-days after receiving a certification. 

• Submissions must be complete and consist of the required fields 
identified in the rule. 

• Signed attestation statement.
• Third parties are responsible for maintaining records:

• All surveys conducted under this program
• Records of any notifications provided to the EPA, and any 

underlying information of these notifications not provided to 
portal

• Records used in identifying the owner or operator of a site

• https://www.epa.gov/compliance/super-emitter 

https://www.epa.gov/compliance/super-emitter


The Super Emitter 
Program:

Technology 
Approvals and 

Third-Party 
Approvals
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Certified Third Parties – Revocation 

• Third-party has made material changes to their procedures for 
identifying super-emitter without seeking recertification

• Administrator finds that the certified third-party has persistently 
submitted data with significant errors (e.g., misidentification of the 
owner or operator) 

• Third-party has engaged in illegal activity during the during the 
assessment of a super-emitter event (e.g., trespassing).

• Administrator receives a petition from an owner or operator to 
remove a certified third-party from the list of approved parties:

• Any owner or operator that has received more than three notices 
with meaningful and/or demonstrable errors of a super-emitter 
event at the same oil and natural gas facility, from the same third 
party. 

• Such petitions may not be used to dispute the methodology that 
were approved



The Super Emitter 
Program:

21

Overview 



EPA’s Super Emitter Program

Oil and Natural 
Gas Facility 

Technology Provider/Third-
Party Notifier

Owner or Operator Super Emitter Portal Licensed images



Technology Provider/Third-
Party Notifier

Oil and Natural 
Gas Facility 

Owner or Operator Super Emitter Portal Licensed images

EPA’s Super Emitter Program



Technology Provider/Third-
Party Notifier

Oil and Natural 
Gas Facility 

Owner or Operator Super Emitter Portal Licensed images

EPA’s Super Emitter Program



Oil and Natural 
Gas Facility 

Technology Provider/Third-
Party Notifier

Owner or Operator Super Emitter Portal

Information included in the Report:
• Date of detection
• Location of event in latitude and 

longitude coordinates
• Owner(s) or operator(s) of an oil 

and natural gas facility within 50 
meters of the coordinates 

• Identification of the detection 
technology

• Documentation (i.e. imagery) 
depicting the detected event

• Emission rate of the event in 
kg/hr

• Attestation statement

Report within 15 days of 
detection

Licensed images

EPA’s Super Emitter Program



Technology Provider/Third-
Party Notifier

Oil and Natural 
Gas Facility 

Owner or Operator Super Emitter Portal

• EPA will evaluate the notification 
for completeness and accuracy

• When the notification meets 
these conditions, EPA will:

• Assign a unique notification 
identification number

• Provide notification to the 
owner(s)/operator(s)

• Post the notification 
(except for the 
owner(s)/operator(s) 
attribution) 

Licensed images

EPA’s Super Emitter Program



Technology Provider/Third-
Party Notifier

Oil and Natural 
Gas Facility 

Owner or Operator Super Emitter Portal

Owner or Operator must:
• Review any maintenance activities 
• Review all monitoring data from 

control devices
• Review any fugitive emissions 

survey performed
• Review data from any continuous 

alternative technology systems 
• Screen the entire well site, 

centralized production facility, or 
compressor station with OGI, EPA 
Method 21, or an alternative test 
method(s)

Must initiate an investigation with 5 
days and report the results to EPA 
within 15 days.

Licensed images

EPA’s Super Emitter Program



EPA’s Super Emitter Program

Technology Provider/Third-
Party Notifier

Oil and Natural 
Gas Facility 

Owner or Operator Super Emitter Portal

Owner or Operator will report:
• Confirmation of ownership
• General identification of the facility
• If the affected facilities/equipment is 

subject to NSPS OOOO/a/b or EG OOOOc
• If unable to identify the source:

• Confirmation that all possible 
investigations have been conducted

• If able to identify the source:
• ID of the source
• If source is subject to NSPS 

OOOO/a/b or EG OOOOc
• Date and time of the end of Super 

Emitter event
• Attestation

Licensed images

Must initiate an investigation with 5 
days and report the results to EPA 
within 15 days.



Technology Provider/Third-
Party Notifier

Oil and Natural 
Gas Facility 

Owner or Operator Super Emitter Portal

EPA will update the portal with 
the attribution (i.e., Identify the 
owner or operator)  

Licensed images

EPA’s Super Emitter Program



Technology Provider/Third-
Party Notifier

Oil and Natural 
Gas Facility 

Owner or Operator Super Emitter Portal

Third-Party Notifier may 
update a reported emission 
rate of a super emitter 
event they detected

Licensed images

EPA’s Super Emitter Program



Super Emitter Portal



Review for 
Completeness
& Accuracy

Submits

Super Emitter Portal Process OverviewForm to 
Submit 

Event Data
Third Party 
Notifier



Review for 
Completeness
& Accuracy

Submits

Fails Review

Super Emitter Portal Process OverviewForm to 
Submit 

Event Data
Third Party 
Notifier



Review for 
Completeness
& Accuracy

Submits Owner/Operator
Passes

Super Emitter Public Portal

Post w/out attribution

EPA, Federal and 
State Personnel

Opt-in for alerts

Super Emitter Portal Process OverviewForm to 
Submit 

Event Data
Third Party 
Notifier



Review for 
Completeness
& Accuracy

Submits Owner/Operator

Are you the owner operator of an oil and gas facility 
within 50m of the plume source? 

Y

Passes

Super Emitter Public Portal

Post w/out attribution

EPA, Federal and 
State Personnel

Opt-in for alerts

Access O/O responses

Adding attribution, depending on 
owner/operator response

Super Emitter Portal Process OverviewForm to 
Submit 

Event Data
Third Party 
Notifier



Review for 
Completeness
& Accuracy

Submits Owner/Operator

Are you the owner operator of an oil and gas facility 
within 50m of the plume source? 

Y

Do you claim demonstrable error in the notification?N

Passes

Super Emitter Public Portal

Post w/out attribution

EPA, Federal and 
State Personnel

Opt-in for alerts

Super Emitter Portal Process OverviewForm to 
Submit 

Event Data
Third Party 
Notifier



Review for 
Completeness
& Accuracy

Submits Owner/Operator

Are you the owner operator of an oil and gas facility 
within 50m of the plume source? 

If source not identified

Y

Do you claim demonstrable error in the notification?N

Are you subject to NSPS OOOO/a/b/c and/or did you identify the 
source of the emission?

N

Y

Passes

Super Emitter Public Portal

Post w/out attribution

EPA, Federal and 
State Personnel

Opt-in for alerts

Super Emitter Portal Process OverviewForm to 
Submit 

Event Data
Third Party 
Notifier

Did you conduct all 
applicable searches?



Review for 
Completeness
& Accuracy

Submits Owner/Operator

Are you the owner operator of an oil and gas facility 
within 50m of the plume source? 

If source not identified

If source identified

Y

End date/time

Do you claim demonstrable error in the notification?N

Are you subject to NSPS OOOO/a/b/c and/or did you identify the 
source of the emission?

Is the emission ongoing?
N

Y

Did you conduct all 
applicable searches?

Passes

Super Emitter Public Portal

Post w/out attribution

EPA, Federal and 
State Personnel

Opt-in for alerts

Access O/O responses

Adding attribution, depending on 
owner/operator response

Super Emitter Portal Process OverviewForm to 
Submit 

Event Data
Third Party 
Notifier



Review for 
Completeness
& Accuracy

Submits Owner/Operator

Are you the owner operator of an oil and gas facility 
within 50m of the plume source? 

If source not identified

If source identified

Y

End date/time

Do you claim demonstrable error in the notification?N

Are you subject to NSPS OOOO/a/b/c and/or did you identify the 
source of the emission?

Is the emission ongoing?

What is your target date for ending emission?

N

Y

Update form

Did you conduct all 
applicable searches?

Passes

Super Emitter Public Portal

Post w/out attribution

EPA, Federal and 
State Personnel

Opt-in for alerts

Access O/O responses

Adding attribution, depending on 
owner/operator response

Super Emitter Portal Process OverviewForm to 
Submit 

Event Data
Third Party 
Notifier



Form to 
Submit 

Event Data

40DRAFT: UNDER OMB REVIEW

The 1st 3 fields 
are gray because 
they come from 
the system



Form to 
Submit 

Event Data
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Form to 
Submit 

Event Data
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Form to 
Submit 

Event Data
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Form to 
Submit 

Event Data
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Form to 
Submit 

Event Data

45

DR
AF

T:
 U

N
DE

R 
O

M
B 

RE
VI

EW



Form to 
Submit 

Event Data
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Form to 
Submit 

Event Data
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Owner/ 
Operator 
Response
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Owner/ 
Operator 
Response

49DRAFT: UNDER OMB REVIEW



Owner/ 
Operator 
Response

50DRAFT: UNDER OMB REVIEW



Owner/ 
Operator 
Response
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Owner/ 
Operator 
Response

52DRAFT: UNDER OMB REVIEW



Owner/ 
Operator 
Response
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Owner/ 
Operator 
Response

54DRAFT: UNDER OMB REVIEW



Data Portal

55DRAFT: UNDER DEVELOPMENT



Data Portal

56DRAFT: UNDER DEVELOPMENT



More 
information is 
available on 

EPA’s website

57

Website for the final rule: 
https://www.epa.gov/controlling-air-pollution-oil-
and-natural-gas-operations/epas-final-rule-oil-and-
natural-gas

https://www.epa.gov/controlling-air-pollution-oil-and-natural-gas-operations/epas-final-rule-oil-and-natural-gas
https://www.epa.gov/controlling-air-pollution-oil-and-natural-gas-operations/epas-final-rule-oil-and-natural-gas
https://www.epa.gov/controlling-air-pollution-oil-and-natural-gas-operations/epas-final-rule-oil-and-natural-gas


Questions and Closing Remarks
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